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7 The Charlotte Centemnial.
1y b 8 gratifying to all those who

take an interest in the pastiglory of

“North Carolina, to note that Mr.
Johnston, of Bunccmbe, hasrenew-
ed his proposition to celebrate the
Centennial of the Mecklenlitirg De-
claration of Independence, in this
city, on the 20th. day of May, 1875,
by a grand: expesition of theState’s

rodugts and resources-agricultural,

““mechanidal, ‘mineral, ““geological,

Thii&ﬁjaﬁ:ﬁn will no doubt meet
with general approbation throughout

. "¢h& State-—sieh “‘wappers and ‘ntin-
“ors” as “X" 'and Hon.D. R. Guodloe
excepted. We hope the General

Assembly will be patriotic enough

_to pass the Joknstén resolutions, A

commission eomposed of energetic

gentlemen would no doubt  perfecty

all the arzangewments jn asatisfactory
manner, and make the exposition a

success,

In connection wirh this subject,

.2 ak@ épublish &’ éapital article ‘which

appeared-in the Raleigh News in Oc-
tober, upon the subject of the gen-

_mineness ofithe document known as

e

“the Mecklenburg Declaration of
Independence:”

Tae MECKLENBURG DECLARATION.
—In July last, learning that Major
C; Powd of Charlotte, would reply to
thg articles of D. R. Goodloe, Esq,,
with refefence. to the. Mecklenburg
- Declaration of Independence, Mr J.

B. Neathery,-of this city, addressed
to him the following letter. As it
presents in' & concise manner, the,

X

may.in.which;the . discussion of this
su Jec?fgriginam, i‘tl-has?éens_ent to
uis with the consent of the writer, for
publication ; : ,

ExXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT,
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA,
Raleigh, July 15th, 1873.

MAsgC. Dowp, Charlotte :

Dear Sir :—It 18 urderstdod here
that you or some other gentleman
at Charlotte will reply to the articles
of D. R. Goodloes, Esq., with xefer-
ence to'the Me¢klenburg Declaration
of Independence; indeed'the Charlotte

Democrat is now before me contain-

““ing. ‘1of the “deferice of the 20th

May Declaration.” o

eeling that every North Carolin-
ian ahoufd take a just pride in the
fact that ours was the firat State to
declare its independence of Great
Britain, and beiug fully convinced
thatsaid Declaration was made at
Charlotte on the 20th May, 1775, 1
proceed without further apology to
give you such facts'ashave come into
my possession bearing on the sub-
jnct. "

I have in my pessessionfiles of the
Raleigh Register of 1819, 1820, 1321,
and in the 1ssue of that paper of April
30, 1819, the declaration is published
in full. The editor (Jos. Gales) pre-
faces the declaration with these
‘words :

“It is not probably known tomany
of our readers that the citizens of
Mecklenburg county, in this State,
made a-Declaration of Independence
more than a year before Congress
made theirs. The fullowing docu-
ment on the subject has lately come
to the bhands of the editor from un-
questionable-authority. and is publish-
ed that it may go downto posterity.”’

The Essexr Register of July 24, 1871,
ublished the declaration from the

leigh Register,and expressed some
doubts as to the genuineness of the
resolutions, and hoped the Raleigh

istér would give such proofsasis
editor Had of their true character,

Mr. Gales replied (Aug. 6, 1819,)
that he was ready to give all the in-
formation in his power and adds, *we
feel confident after we shall have
done 80, no longer doubt will remain
as to the truth and reality of the
proceedings in question.” NMr, Gales
then proceeds as follows -

“It appears this Mecklenburg De-
claration of Independence had dur-

“""ing last winter'(1818).been the- sub-

1T a8 I believe he acted as Sec-
: "M’-ﬁ&(bmmitt& thdtdaclar-

ﬁﬁdﬁl’gﬂdagce for this -county in
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“Ject of conversation at Washington,
among members of Congress; and
thatin order to put the matter out
. of dispute, one of the Senators (Hon.
Nathaniel Macon) in Congress Wrote
to gentlemen in that part of the
country, moss likely to give it, for
info:'mstion in relation to this mat-

. ter.
Mr, Macon wrote to Gen. Joseph
Graham, of Linceln county, and
Getr. Graham referred the lettér to
“Wm. B. Alexander, of" ‘Alexandrisa,
Mecklenborg county, with ‘a request
that Mr. A. would furnish, from his
father’s-old papers,
Alexander

- _ngl
7th. 1819, from which the foll
ectract ismade:
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Mr. Gales concludes as follows:

“All the
sent to us
ator (Natha
collected t
therefores¥
will no lengér e
the anthen
independence of Mecklenburg coun-
to. If further evidence ofthese facts
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mouy of oné of the most respectable
inhabitants of this ci
ent when t e -
d npon, might ’y i
‘;MR G‘ﬂea's%’“ blf B:Ilj}t?lga to Col.
'm, Polk, then of Raleigh.... .
In the ' Register of . Ang. 13, 1619,
Mr, Gales says: vateg e A 1A
“Tue public will donbtless be grat,
ified to learn that Col
this city, {who was present @t ithe
meeting 1n Mecklenburg ' county,
when the Declaration ' of Ind
dence ‘was agreed upon in May 1775)
is preparing for publication senxe
further informeatiow i relation to
that declaration. We.  understand
that the Col. will give the namgs of
the delegates, aud an account of the:

sequently, until a regular govern-
ment was established; and ecorrect
some misstatements in the publica-
cation already made ‘on the subject
of the Register, of the 30th.April last,
and which has been "the subject of
remark in'the Northern papers’!s
In the Register of , February  18th,
1820, ccg. Polk " l;l;&i:hef’a g:(liigfeftiﬁ-
‘eate of George’ ma near
62; Wm. Hutchison aged 68; Jonas
Clark aged 62 and Robert Robison
aged 68, and a'better from' John*'Si-
merson, Sr., dated Providence, Jan.
20, 1820. i

Messrs. Graham, Hutchison,
Clarke and Robinsion declare in
their certificate that they were pres-
ent in the town of Charlotte, on the
19th day of May, 1775: that the dele-
gation from the varions Captains’
districts was eomplete on that day—
tue meeting being organized about
12 o’clock on that day, when Abra-
ham Adexander was chosen chair-
man and Dr. Ephriam Bevard, sec-
retary. That the "delegates -contin-
ued in session until the night of that
day; that on the 20th they again met
when a committee under the direc-
tion of the delegtes had formed
several resolves which were read and
which went to declare themselves
and the people of Mecklenburg eoun-
ty frce and independent of the King
of Great Britain,” &ec.
In the Reyister of May 26th, 1820,
appear a letter from Rev. Fruncis
Cumming, a Presbyterian clergyman,
to Senator Macon, testifying that he
was present at the time of the De-
claration, and the certificate of Capt.
James Jack that heas not only pre-
sent at the time but teok the Dcclar-
ation to Philadelphia, &ec.
Nathaniel Macon, himself a Revo-
lutionary soldier, satistied himseil
berend a doubt that the Declaration
was niade on the 20th of May. and he
furnished that Declaration for publi-
cation in the Raleigh Register.
Col. Win, Polk, Graham, Hutchi-
son, Ularks and Robinson were pres-
ent. and certified to what transpired
on that occasion.
Joseph Guales, the leading e/ditor of
the State, was thoroughly satisfied in
regard to the authenticity of the doc-
ument.
Thése gentlemen lived ata time
when they could communicate with
those who took part in the Mecklen-
burg Convention. _

Shall we believe these or Mr. Good

loe, who was born after many of the
actors in that Convention had died.

NEWS OF THE DAY.

Miss Neilson has gone to Florida for her
health.

A Louisville dispatch says the warm
wedither has ruined much green meats.

The Czar of Russia has ordered the
Grand  Duke Alexis .on another  tour
around the world.

The Virginius has gone {o Dahia Honda,
sixty miles west of Havana, wheére she will
be, delivered wap.

Persons who have polled the Senate
are confident that Judge Williams will be
confirmed Chief Justice:

Gen. Spinner, United States Treasurer,
goesto Florida in a few days for his
health. '

Ali the gambling houses in Chicago
have been closed in apprehemsion of a
raid.

Renold Melville, son-of the Earl of Le-
ven, and Melville, i8 about to become &
member of the firm of Jay Cooke, McCul-
lough & Co.

The appropriation eof four millions of
dollars asked by the Secretary of the Navy,
has passed the House. i

The old museum building in Baltimore
has been partially burneéd. Barnum’s
Hotel was threatened. The Theatre Com-
igue lost its wardrobe.

e Island of 8t. Ma, off Cannes; has
beeniselected as the place of ine's con-
finement. He will be sent there this week.
Thé marshal received the new commuta-
tion withont emotion. R B
“The Pres:dent told the Republicad inem-

as. Underwood's successor as D strict Judge
of the Eastern District of Virginia.
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A bill amendiag$ arter of the
Fair of the Ga'ro%a‘?? Qﬁhoriti}erl the
¢lection of a Bor ﬁ.'i)ﬂ'eé rectors’” and
2;“, .?rsgigghgftm,._; % ther e& “;}w.

ue of bonds oA sum NOL  eX0ep:
ing in'anteunt tweniy-five ,f-houulfq
dollars, ' .. b
' MrTroym
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posed from State tax: "Adopted.

- Mr Seymiour moved to, gfrike  out
the clause exempting the, boads
fromm county and municipal tax.
Adopted and bill pnased third read-
ing. ‘ :

A bill in relation to the Catawba
Toll Bridge Company; legalizes for-
mer acts of tie Corporation and re-
vives the charter. The Presidentsan-
nouhced that the bill wasonits third
reading. Mr
chair, said it had not béen read atall

1

bill. - Baid the first thing  we. knew
we would pass a billto bhang come-
bgdy. The bill waa refgl and" pass-
ed.

* A bill'to incorporate the” Gatawba
Valley Bridge Company, passed its
several readings.

SENATE,
SaTurDAY, Dec. 13, 1873.

Senate was called to order at 11 a
m.
Journals of yesterday read and con-
curred in. ,

Mr Troy, a resolution requesting
the Public Treasurrer to furnish a
detailed statement of -fines collect-
ed and paid by Justices of the Peace
tothe credit of school funds.

r Murphy, a bill te amend chap-
ter 182 laws of 1872-'78.

Mr Price, a - bill concerning elec-
tions. Provides for the election of
two Supreme Court Judges to fillthe
vacancies caused by the death of
Judge Boyden, and the resignation of
Judge Dick, and the election of two
Superier Court Judges to fill the 'va-
cancy in the Second District, result-
ing from theresignation of the Judge
Jones and the vacancy in the Eighth
District, caused by non-acceptance of
Di. H. Starbuck. Read and referr-
ed.

An act to authorize public schools
in cities of over two thousand inbha~
bitant. Allows votersto determine
by ball whether a tax shall be
levied te support public schools.

Mr Cowles offered an amendment
as an additional section, which pro-
vides that in Jevying the tax provid-
for in this act. ek

. The equation provided for in" the
constitution as to taxing property

ed.

Mr Waring spoke at length against
the passage of the bill, said it was a
propesition to confiscate the proper-.
ty in towns and cities of over two
thousand inhabitants, and to- make
tne property owner educate the
::ihildreu of the non-property hol-

er. -

Harris, col., replied . at length to
the arguments of Senator Waring.

Mr Curningham sent up to. the
clerk’s table te be read for informa-
tion, a letter frem Professor McBver
addressed to him as chairman of the
coprmittee on educatien, in advocacy
of the passage of the bill, The bill
having received the approbation
of the educational convention, &ec.

MrWelch offered anl amendmeat,
allowing cml]\_rl property holders to
vote, but withdrew it.

Mr Morehead, of Guilford, offered
an amendment providing that non-
refidents of such ~ eities ‘whe own
three hundred dollars worth of pro-
perty within ‘the corporate limits
of the city shall vote, aud providing
that voters shall show their tax
receipts for the year previousto,vot-
mng.

%Ir Seymour argued against the
constitutionally of the amendment.

Mr Morehead replied in suppert
of it. g

Mr Cunningham oppoesed the
amendment’ ‘of Mr Morehead, and
said when he was a bachelor and; had
no wife and children, he supported
a liberal system of common schools
in view of the benefits that would ac-
cru to seciety. That now he had
both..and he was more, and more
eomvinced each successive year that
No:&h!Carq?Liqa needed a good sys-
tem of ‘cormmmon schools, arguieg]
with muc¢h' force in favor ¢
bill. !

A discussion upon the Jconstitu-
tienality of the amendment
arose, praticipated 'in. by Messrs.
Merrimon, Norweod; 'Morehead,
Seymour and Troy. ‘The amend-
ment failed. ikt .
Mr Morebead of Rockingham, of-
‘fered an amendment proyiding ~that.
not more than one-fourth of jore
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.

SATURDAY, Deec. 13.

| _Mr Spedker Robihsen - called the
House 10 orderat 10:30am ..
Journal of yesterdayand read approv-

to the public printing. ,

. ~Mr Mitchell, resolution respecting
reforms in the general government.
BILLS INTRODUCED:

_ Mr Hampton, bill to amend chap-
‘ter 12, section 1 of the Revised Cede.
" 'Mr 'Webb, bill concerning the du-
‘ties of county commissioners..

1 Mr'Gordon, bill to provide for the
pay of witnesses in certain easses.

My Presson, .bi'l;, gomcerning the
fees of Jusfice of the Peace.

Mr Mitchell, bill regulating the
commissions of the sheriffs,

The liquor, or rather the prohibition
law, was next read and created much
discussion, Pending its considera-
tion the House adjourned.’

—

Raleigh News of Saturday: Last
evening, about the hour of 6:30 o'-
clock, a little son: of Judge Settle
while playing with some compan-
ions op the banisters of the third
iloor ¢of the Yarboro House fell tothe
floor ofthe secondstory. Thealarm
was instantly given, and when the
little fellow was  reached he was so
badly stunned that for a shert tiine
it was suppesed that he had been
killed. Drs. W. H. McKee and E.
Burke Haywood were immediately
called 1n and, we are sincerely giad
to say, soen reported that no bones
lhad Leen broken.

== - W —
The Wilmi
learn from a passenger ou the Caro-
lina Central Railway . that a white
man under arrest for some crime, and
who was being brought dewn on the
stage to Wadesboro, from some point
in the direction of Charlotte, on
Wednesday evening, jumped from
the stage and attempted to escape,
when he was shot by his guard and
killed. Ouor informant did" not re-
member the name of the individua'.
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NOTICE

1873 1873
FALL AND WINTER TRADE.

E are now receiving our Failand Win-
ter stock, to which the attention of
Merchants and Planrers is respectfully in-
vited, consisting of the following lines ol
heavy and fancy groceries: *
20,000 bs Bulk Bacon,
1000 Rolls heavy baggring 2} to 2fbs to yd
1000 Bundles Arrow Ties,
1000 Sacks Salt,
100 ** TFine Liverpool Salt,
260 Coffee, Prime, Good and Fair,
100 Bbls Sugars, A Ex. C. Demerara and
Porto Rico,
150 * 8yrups, S Houseand Drips,
200 Boxes Adamantine Candles,
150 Cases Brandy Peaches,
150 ** Opysters,
100 Doz Buckets, 2 and 3 hoops,
100 ** Bardines,
200 Packages Fish, No. 1, 2 and 8,
20,000 Cigars, Fair to Good,

Tobaccos and Whiskies a
SPECIALTY,

200 Boxes Tobacco, N C and Va Brands,
100 Bbis N C Corn Whiskey,
lw i va " "
100 *‘ Motz celebrated corn whiskey,
50 ** Ziegler's Rye Whiskey,

50 Monongahela Rye \Whiskey,

50 Zeb Vance P

75 Apple Brandy,

25 Ginger “

10 Scuppernong Wine,
French Brandy, Port, Maderia, Sherry,
Blackberry and California Wines of best
gunality always in store,

We are agents for the =ale of Thomuas
Wynn's Improved Open-Throat, Curyed
Breast, Premium ane Diploma

COTTON GINS,

With attached Circle Flue, open to the
world ; $4 per saw; can be had on applica-
tion at our office.

W. H. H. HOUSTON & CO.,
Grocers & Cotton Commission Merchants,
Trade Street, Charlotte. N..C.
aug 21
Yorkyille Enquirer and Lancaster Led-
ger copy and discontinue former advertise-
ment.
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JUST RECEIVED,

FULL STOCK of Notions and Toys
at PUREFOY'S,

nov 7-tf
THE undersigned have received a com-
plete and full line of Groceries, Con-
fectioneries, Musical Instruments, Toys,
Christmas 'Goods, cigars, tobacco, '&ec.,
which they are selling low for cash, and
to punctual customers. "
: »+ . A. R, NISBET & BRO.
ALL at A R Nisbet & Bro’s and buy
| coffee,, sugars, molasses, teas, cheese
and salt. i
ALIL at A R Nisbet & Bro's and'buy
_ French candies, ioy candies, sugar
{fruits, stick candies, &c.
ALLat A R Nisbet & Bro’s and buy
accordeans, violins, guitars, tamborines
music boxes, &e..
OALL at A R 'Nisbet & Bro's and buy
toys of all kinds, for children,
UALL at A R Nisbet & Bro’s and buy
toFpedoes, cannon and small fire-crack-
ers, albums, vases, work boxes, &c., suit-
dble "for Christmas présents.

ADVERTISE IN

TIHE MONROE ENQUIRER.

THE Enquirer bavingralarge circulation
in the counties of Anson, Union Chester-
field antl’Lancaster offers unsurpassed ad-
‘¥an as an advertising medium for the
e VA 1 b o
qes i Weel : T annum. by
Giiiaind e%ogrux ¥ WOLFE,
. Monnge; N. C,'

A NE W lot of B.F. Gravely's “Golden
A Pancake,” and/ Anderson’s..“Solace’

- i t
:Chewing *ﬁgﬁﬁn-nm & CO'8.
oled® | 1ooiine o

s osep:10
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ngton Stor says. We

‘every business transaction with them, and ask to be ‘tried.
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Ome to the late Great “Panic”” at the North, several of the largest Dry (;
Houses saw fit to ter their entire Stocks at greatly reduced (or panic) Prices
Fully alive to our own ‘and that of our customers, and believing in the old
proverb : (somewhat transformed.) = * That there is a time in the tide of a merchayt
which, when faken advafitage of at the right nioment leads to a good profit,” we )
patched our Mr. Rintels to the scene of action, and he reports ** the slanghter was i,?
mense,” that millions of dollars worth of )ds were sold at from 75 to 50 per w“:
less than cost ; of this opportunity we nvai% ourselves, and are now receiving oy
second Stock (this season,) which we now offer at equally rednced or ** panic”

And we here cite & few of the articles to-wit : ¥leen

2.000 PIECES of PRINTS, The Best Brands
| which we offer at 9 1-2 Cents,

20 Cases Bleached, 20 per cent. less than eriginal cost,

of

1,500 Ladies’ and Gent’s Shawls, Greatly Reduced in Price,

Complete Lines in all our Depariments,
At Equally Reduced Rates,

'BOOTS & SHOES, 400 CASES OF THE BEST MAKES.

HATS and CAPS, 1,200 Dozen, very Low. NOTIONS.—That Departisent received
our Special Attention, and we challenge Competition.

CLOTHING,

This branch of our business has peculiar claims on the Trade, as we fatt
. “ ' - : ) erourselv
having *“ the largest’ and most varied stock of any other House in North ('ur&i‘n&;.Of

HARDWARE.—We are gradually extending that branch of our business.

GROCERIES, --"UST RECEIVED

' per, Spice, Ginger,

We have thus given an outline of this our scco
will it once suggest to you the adva
from us.

75 Bbls. Suzrar, 60 Sacks Coffee, Pep-
&e., in fact everything in that line,
nd stock, and hope that self-interest
ntages to be derived by replenishing your Stuck
Yery respectfully, )

WITTEKOWSKY & RINTELS.

RETAIL DEPARTMENT —

ties, at equally reduced prices, sufficient to meet the w
**The Fair,” or thereafter.
PARTMENT.

OUR RETAIL DEPARTMENT
Is replete with the latest noevel-
ants of those vixiting us during
Here we also have a MILLINERY AND CARPET DE-
nov 25-tt

THE CHEAPEST PLAGE TO BUY CLOTHING

IN

-

CEARLOTIE,

IS

SHRIER'S
EMPLE OF FASHION

THERE YOU WILL FIND

§ LARGEST AND FINEST ST0CK OF
CUSTOM MADE CLOTHING

FOR
MENY’, BOYS AND YGUTHY WEAR,
ALSO
The Largest Stock of Gents Furnishing Goods

HATS, CAPS, TRUNKS, VALISES,
SATCHELS, AND UMBRELLAS,

IN PRICES HEDEFIES COMPETITION

Remember the Place, 24 Tryon Street, Duvid Parks’ Buildirg.
Democrat and Home Copy. Now. 12

Clothing Store.

J. . YOUNG & 32N,

ARE now prepsred to receive their friends. and the public generally, who
may desire a complete or partial outfit intheir line, at their NEW CLOTHING
STORE, on North Tryon Street, Charlotte, Fourth Door above the Charlotte Hotel.
Their Stock is entirely NEW, and selected with care in tlfe Northern cities, from
Manufactupers whose Goods are made expressly for the S8outhern Market.
They offer. DRESS SUITS of Black, Blue,-Snuff and London Smoke cloths ; of
warrantéd ‘genuine Scotch (Cassiriere, English, Freneh, American Plain and Fancy
Cassimeres, in variety of styles and ces,
+ 'Also, by the single piece, Coat, Pants or Vest.
Velvetine, Corderoy, Gray Meltons, Mixed Meitons, Doe Skin Jeanes, Seal Skin,
Whitney, Imperial Worsteds, Kerey, &c., &c., in style and price to suit every buyer
from the Bridegroom to the Hod Csa.rier.
&gumu, of Gray Melton, Mixed Melton, Black Salt, Coral, Black and Blue, Beaver,
Overcoats, of eyery variety, style and price. '
Youths’ and Boys’ Clothing—a large and well selected stock.
A Full Line of Gentlemen's Furnishing Goods, eomprising every article necessary
to camplete the Wardrobe. .
Hats and Caps of every style and price. . ¢
AAlar_'gf stocks of Gloves, Handkerchiefs, Hosiery, Neck-ties, Bows, Scarfs and Fan-
cy Articles. .
The above limited outline of their stock, is only designed to assure the -reader that
by calling u them his wants can be supplied. - .

The plef.l;? themselves to spare mo pains to render eyery patron sqfilﬂeglg- with
sep 30-tf.

JACOB M. ME

Manufactareand Dealer. in

NDEL,

ALDINE ALMANAC FOR. 1874.
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