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the . Court KOII. in Charlotte, on
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T This s true, and just what was in-

4! tended to be 'done. M"\Tanonal De-
claration of 1776 is-motimore  true and
authentic Eha]lllﬂ h}he l\{eck‘le%ﬂrg De-
claah’ i 20th May, 1775 e ong is
elab fﬁ]eqijgt etter):ded the other is
more coneise 'and clear 1f the one
was destined to becomg the Sayiour of |®

the bountry, thé other was' the forerun-
ner. John; for it was truly, as “the

voiee of one crying in_ the, wilderness,

repare ve the way, make his athe
L e b4 —Matt. 111}3 Theonegthe

striti ht.’
mmmmous declaration of 13 states,

pledged to mutual;suppert and co-

opersition ;. the other, without any su

port ot hope of su port made the be d
-and dubious resolve. The one chal-
lengeés our admiration, the other our
veneration. Both are immortal, These

apers introduced a new era of man-
Emd Lord Chathan declared in the
English Parliament that he must avow
in all his teading and observation, that
for solidity of reasoning, force of sa-
gacity, wisdom of conclusion under|

stch'a complication of difficult circam'

stances, ho nationor body of men ean |;
compare {o:the General Congress as-
sembled at: Philadelphia on the 4th of

' Juﬁ 1776.
e

rabeau said, “T ask if the powers
that have the control of the civilized

globe have dared to read that manifes-

tato of human rights, and then intero-

?le their consciences after the perusal.

agk’ if there ie at this day a single

overnment: of Europe, which, jUdf)e
thepna? a; of - Amencal: 28
ration o ndence, is . not di-
vaswd of all its ngg‘tea and all it powes”
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not onl upon_our {nm eou but
{e %omtlmes of the nﬁfflhﬂ&d

world At this peériod the civilised
world was ruled by hereditary’ or mili-
rulm. gov by the grace of

or gunpowder,, England was ruled

by George HI. Although ‘amiable
‘man, Ke wus never disti hed for
-virtue or ability;" almost animbecile,

and finally. mded his chys Jin-insanity.
France

el o e e

and not unspotted Catharine.

chnnge has been wrought since thw
- That change has been accom-

hshdd t the prmmples of our Revo-

g power where it.only be-
longs—m the hands of the ple. Tts'

uhon.

wonder-working and vi

ences have pervaded every eu‘lmed
vernment on earth. Engla.nd is now
Dut nominallyamonarchy. - There the
liberty of the press and e citizen, thé'|’
rights of person and property are as se-
cure a8 in any I;.ortlon of our Repub-
as no longer d¥en_ a

mame -in France; the eowl has been | Caroli
&om su mstitiory; - the - torch

of struck ffom the:
'hand ‘of the qmsltor Spam"k’acenﬂy. Go

was 8 repuhlw and serfdom no longer 4

lic. Monarchy

exists in

The last le ter fﬁut lihe mtho;- 1th
National Declaration of Inde
-ever-Wrote (dated 24th Jtme,
hie died-the 4th July

scribes with Bt
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August, 1775 and
mnﬁ: Coramittee of B“Bty for:
each county of not less than twenty- m
4 40 be elecied annuslly by the

peoplgjof each county,

; Prewlent. of the Gounchl

neer s.nd Ws
: -.gl?aﬂmbou for the
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nder, Berjamin I’a.t:tnn,

derful consequenbeat’
“&tbetot.he world, what I
bﬁmep&ﬁsmw

| théholy “halo whlc
lustrious acts of ;
Of these is Mara
nockburn of Scotland, and Lexington
and Charlotte of America. After the
glorious “battle of King’s Mountain,
7th Oct., ltSD which in fact 'was the
e Revolution; for
e victory of the Cow-
1781, then Gm]forcl

surfonnds the i
triots ‘and ma.rtym.

on of Greece, McLean as M”'}Ol' by the Proyincial

i t 9{‘]
n a r came

pens, 17th Jan.,
15th Mm'ch follomng, then"Yorkto
19th Oetig which closed. the wat.
Cornwallis fell bm,k from Charlotte to
Winnsboro, S. C.
ance, and de‘parteci sud
Many other incidents might be pre—
sented by ,history and -tradition con-
nected with-this now flourishin
It is hallowed by a thousandg orious
reminiscences. We feel ‘that it is als
mast holy ground, and we are-disposed
to obey the injunetion given on
to Moses, “Put of thy shoes from off
thy feet, for ‘the place whereon thou
standest is holy-ground.”—Ex. iii: 5.
But chieflyan its glorious recprd of
Charlotte, bound up with the event
we this day commemorate, and the
patriotic men who accom plished it.
We have handed down to us their
names, and. regret that neither tradi-
tion or history afford very much, or
extended information as to the

revent- a.nnoy-

‘LIVES A.ND. CHARACTER AND BERVICES OF
THE SIGNERS OF THE MECKLENBURG
DECLARATION OF INDEPENDEKCE,

Modesty and humlhty are, the in-
sepdarable companions of ‘valor and
virtue. Good men are always read
to do great deeds;; they ate satisfiec
wu.h the consciousness of doing their

have too much modesty to
laud'their own retions; and whenever
described by others, they

*Blash to find their fame.”
TLet us of the present age preaer\e
the small atore of information we pos,
sess. . We mre connecting’ links be-
tmeen the past and the present. Much
that is known will perish with us, if
not preserved. Let us then endeavor
to imitate the gentle enthusiasm -of
old mortality, and to remove the de-
eay which time is fast bringing over
their monuments, to dee
scriptions, and revive thefmemory of
their patriotism, their sacrifices, their
sufferings, and their triumphs.
this, pious purposelet us bring forth

n, the in-

us, which like the power of her Endor
can summon’ the spirits of the depart-
-ed herpes from the dead,
can talk to them “na man t.a,lkal.h to.
man, face to face.”
. Unsafisfactory and ghmmenpg as tlns
mtemew tmiy prme, yet it may

and pﬁsgr\e the
eeing awa i
ersons oi tl?e family

., t?q sway of
: rufed nat for the good
‘of t'he peoﬁle, t'by the caprices of
his dissolute court, Madame Barre and
. others.... Pius V1. held the consciences
of men and monarchs by, his decréés
from thé Vatican. Spain was an abso-
“lute monaréhy, and sunk in supmtl-
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Ha and convemmon its firm supporter.
was.a-member of t

the Assembly in 17

‘During the war, a¥ was {0 bemppoeed
there, was but. little: use for courts or
law. “There iwera no coyrts, dn. N orth
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rolina,” says Josiih
“From the rétreat
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"!l‘hb Tonmission of the l’eﬁce for the

‘isteréd said oaths to Bobert Harm,

Is; { according to law.':

: We regret that so htde s knowﬂ of
the life and services of this Chairman of
the Convention. Will not .some pious|ackn
Epeps take upon his shoulders this)
noble Anchises and bear him safe from
the waves of neﬁ'fect. and oblivion ?

Heé 'was an Elder in the Presbyterian
| @ grave yardolSages Gvsek Oharcn
in ve o ure
Onh g::gmmm 18 recorded
-+ “Abram Alexander;!

Died 22d of April, 1786

A§ years.”
“Letmediethe eazhot tne wmous and my

tastes. . He was appointed Lieutenant-
Golonel of a-battalion of Minute Men,
with Thomas Pelk as Colonel and Chas,

Council held at Johnston Court House,
18th Decembét, 1775, and Colonel of
Mecklenburg Gounty with John Phifer
as Lieutenant-Colonel and John David-
son and George A. Alexander as Majors,

on the 4th of April, 1775.

Hezekiah Alexander was more of a
statesman than soldier, active and use-
ful. He was born in this county in 1728,
Heé was appointed a member of the
Commiittee of Safety for the thsbury
District' by the Proyincial Congress
which met at Hillsboro, 21st Augus
1775, with General Griffith Rutherford,
John Brevard, Benjamin  Patton, and
others—a pomtlon of mueh responsi-
bility and power. He was appointed
by the Provincial Congress in April,
1776, with William Sharp, on the Coun-
cil of Safety. He was e eeted a mem-
ber of the Provincial Congress from
Mecklenburg County, which met at
Halifax, November, 1776, and which
framed the first constltuuon of the
State, with Waighstill Avery, Robert
Irwin, John Phlfer and Zaccheus Wilson
as cn‘llen.gues He was a pointed by
the Provincial Congress which met at
Halifax, on the 4th April, 1776, Paymas-
ter of the Fourth Regiment North Caro-
lina Continentals—Thos. Polk, Colonel ;
James Thackston, Lieuténant-Colonel;
and ‘William Davidson as Major. He
died 16th July, 1807, and lies buried in
Sugar Creek Church grave yard. The
inscription on his tomb-smne reads

thus:
Sl Hemor)
of
Hezekiah Alexander,
Who Departed this life July 'T6, 1801,
ed 73 years.

Of John MeKnitt Alexander we have
more information. than of the others.
He was born in Pennsylvania, near the
Maryland line,* in 1733; served as an
-apprentice tget;hh? trade %I‘mhrthwhen
his a; ti expi at ‘the age
of 2 —lpﬁzen to North Carolina;
matried in 1 59 Jane -Bane, He was
enterprising, shrewd and honorable;
hie was member of the Provincial Aa-
tsembly in 1772; one of the del :
that met at Hillsboro 21st An X 775
He was a member of the vineial
Congress that met at Halifax on the 4th
of April, 1776, with John Phifer and
Robert Irwin as coll 18s. He was
the first Senator elected from Mecklen-
under the Conastitution, 1777, with

hstill Avery and Martin Phifer, in
the mmons, as colleagnes. He was
an active cipator inthe Gomentmn
of the May, 1775, and
for a 1ong time the records, of which he
gave ¢opies to General William R. Da-
Frie, Dr. h ‘Williamson, and’ others.
Unfbrtunatg v the original was destroyed
in 1800, when the house of Mr. Alexan-
der bumt He was one of the Trustees | I
of the “College of Queen’s Museumi:
which was afterwards chan to Ia
Hall.  Mr.Alexander on the

17 and fbuned
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a | Presbyterian 'Church, and by his walk

s :gingular  that of the, Signers of
the Maeklanburg Declarption so
a number were members of th
nomination.” them was a es-
byterian prea.chel‘ (Rev. H.' T, Balch)
and others elders and wﬁ'mnept mem-
bers of that church ich may be truly
styled the Nursing Mother of nen,

this Declaration. »He was an eminent
e |lawyer and. a native of;Connecticut,
|born in 1747111 the town of Groton; he
wasd a m&uaté of Pnnceton (%‘;4"68];

ves that
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“his Tife “H’eﬂmd%l??ﬁ,
: uTie in the ‘grave yard of Poplar |

rred | Tent Church in Cabirrus county. This
178 a copy of the:marble’over his grave,]
.. “‘Beneath this marble vipon thie mor-|
Herekiah J. Baleh 3}
first Pastor of Poplar Tent eungrega-
-| tion and oue of the origmal members |
|of the Orange Presh
hcensed & Preacher

kiall | Gospel of the
: 766, and 1
D., lm—ha.vfg; boen ‘Phs‘tbr of t.ha

Rocky Bl\!er nbput
Heé was disti
mittee of three
Declaration of Ind
eluquenoe themore effectual from his
‘wisdom, purity of mo-
hvwmd dignity of chmcter contiba-
ted much to the unanimous. adoption |
instrument . an
May 1775 e,
There is no name among  these sngn—
ers around which elusters more ena-
bling recollections than that of Ephrain
Brevaa'd ‘This family is" of H

On thenr famous march in pursuit of | 0
Greene from the Catawba to Dan Riv-
ers, 1781, the British army plundered
and burned the house of John - Brevard
his father; and for the reason “that he
had seven sons in the rebel army. It
is but truth to say that in general or-
ders, Lord Cornwallis was “highly dis-
ea.sed and denounced their acts as a
grace to the army.” Ephrain Bre-
vard who signed the Declaration, was
the eldest son, born in Cecil Lounty,
e had the misfortune to
lobse in. chﬂdhood one of his eyes;
et this did not disturb his studies, for
1e wos liberally educated. He gradua-
ted at Princeton in 1768, in the same
class with Adlai Osborne and Pierpont
, and studied medicine.
settled in Charlotte. He was in the
expedition with General Rutherford in
1776, against the Cherokees. He died
in 1832 at the honse of ' his son-in-law,
Wm. Lee Davidson, and lies l.mried
near Toole’s Ford. He left several
i His eldest daunghter, Rebec-
ca, married Alexander Brevard ; Isabel-
Ia married Joseph Graham ; Mary mar-
ried Dr. McLean;
married Harris; Violet married Wm.
B. Alexander, son of John MeKnit Al-
exander; Snl]y married Rev. Alexander
Caldwell, a son of Dr. David Caldwell.
His son Robert Davidson had no chil-
i John married Sally
Brevard, daughter of Adam Brevard.
Robert married Margaret, daughter of
Adlai Osborne.

Preparatory from his family
tion to liberty and inde
v became distinguis
boldneqs and decision.
resolutions . which
adopted, and acted as one of the secre-
taries. He joined the army asa Sur-
geon and went to Charleston, where,
with Lincoln in 1780, he was "taken a
He suffered so much from
confinement and -unwholesome diet,
that his health gave way; he was re-
leased, and returned home only to die.
He reached the house of his friend and
atriot, John McKnit Alexander,
where he died.

He was a delegate with Joseph Gra-
ham to both eonventions which con-
sidered the Federal Constitution. i
military reputation was high; he was
with Sumter in August,
battle of the Hanging Rock, and was a
General in the State. -

He married a daughter of Thomas
Polk ; one daughter survived him,
married Dickinson, of South Ca.rolma,
whase son fell in battle at Mexico.
While sogaged as one af the Teach
ers in the Queen’s Museum, & compa-
ny of t.he youths were raised to join
down the tones, and he was
x ;- they marehed
and on leaving

I.a.lu ruins of Rev.

the e\ er!astmg

Mbl’ i his laboru

u.mt.ed mn

ar Te 23
%’;?w%ﬂ

rrce aud his

the 20th of

by the Provincial Congress , at Hnltf%#m

amother danghter

endencc, he ! (
is | Regiment ; Alexander Martin Colonel,

convention

1780, at the

towarda the Cape
the defeat at More's Creek of the tories,
they returned.

On the 20th of July, 1777, subse-
ently with William' Sharp, Joseph
inston, and Robert Lanier as asso-
cmtes he made the treaty of the-Long
the Holsten,' with the}

A Treaty made without
an oath, snd one that has never
violated. In 1777 he was elected (the
first) Attorney General of Nonth Car-
lies buried in. the lot now

Brevard Davidson, Esq.

On this same lot was
located the Gollege called the Queen’s
Museunt, afterwards Liberty Hall.

In 1780 while Lo
in Charlotte, the British set fire to his |
office destroying ‘all his books'and

pers. In, 1781, he removed to
e county, where he died in 1821,
lea\rmg a Son the late Coplonel Is.;a,c
T. Avery, and three daughters—ong of
whom married Willlam Lenoir, anoth
er Thomas Lenoir, and the other Mr.
Poor, of Henderson ebunty, N.

Richard “‘Barry was #nother si
the Mecklenburg Declaration of Inde-

pendenice. He was born in Permsylva-
nia, of Scotch-Irish descent; he remov-
enburg. cauu
vaiutmq, and - sat

and mnme
eacbed'for many ' years a.sa.
trate and was in_ the arm

d A prosent g he
rihduputi'nl the W

when and w
hllad He and Da.niel Wilfson and
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..of Hopewell

him, darkly, at dead ofnight,
nth our hyone}a turping, -
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: select, and sen legae.

3 t-honédnvemm:n, whocoq g;!s we th o
|day commemorate, Tbiti&dona
1titlés him to our
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gary to the Ist memmem in mra.

drén now hnn 1875.)

Jimes gln(rnson aged - 83, and
Ht‘a Mafrgaret Wnlson, residing in
A, | Mecklenburg county, and Mrs. Mar-
.Qsbone .now living.in.. Corinth

ssissippi. _
o 5o " Aabtdr ﬁwa,

‘August 1774, was a man of iron
ness.and of indomitable eoursge Des-

cended from the blood of the covenan-
and purity of character. The evoted

Ariend of liberty, he was among t.he

first.and foremost in the‘cause ¥ he was

vy the people of Mecklen to
meelt the Prlc))emcl ngress at New-
berne on the 25th of August, 1774.
This was the first meeting of the repres-
entatives of the peotgle, adverse and in
en contempt of e royal power in
Np h Carolina. e royal Governor,
Martin, issued his proclamntmn against
this meeting, as being without legal au-
thority. . This is an epoch in .our histo-
ry. Itis true,it was not a. battle or a
conﬂlct. ot arms, but it was the first act
eat drama., in which battles and
ooﬂre the direct and inevitable e¢on-

Governor Martin would have sei

them for treason. - He summond his
council, but the council, either alarmed
or tinetured with the spirit of the times,
declared that “nothing could be_done*{ ©
Tradition informs us, that Mr. Patton
could notget a horse orany conveyance,
for they had norailroads or stages then,
and he walked from Charlotte to New-
berne, rather than not be with- thoae
determined on liberty or:. death.’
though advanced it years, he 3howod
all the enthusiasm of youth. He was
appointed !3{[ the Provincial Confx'
that met at Hillsboro on the 21st of Au-

gust, 1775, Major of the 2nd Continen-
tal Regiment—Robert Howe, Colonely

Alexander Martin. Lieut. C'olonel Jas,

Blount, Hardy Murfree and Henry Ir-

win Toole, were Captains in. this Regi-

ment, All distinguished inafter life, and

founders of large and influential fami-

lies. He was a member from Meck=

lenburg of the Provincial Congress that
met at Halifix on the 4th of April,

1776, with John McKnit Alexander and
John Phifer, as colleagues, and by this

body he was promoted to the Lieuten-
ant Colonelcy of the 2nd Continental

and John White Major. Of his milita-
ry record in such high position, we

Barringer and Martin Phifer, ag asso-
ciates, he was a member of the Com-
mittee of Safety, formed for this coun-
ty, with very full ]powers They were4
a “terror unto evil doers.” They held
thelr meetings at the Red Hlll on the
Salisbury road. He died near Concord
on the banks of the Irish Buffalo. No
monument marks his grave.

“They carved not a line, they raised nota

stone.
Bat left him alone in his glory.”

John Phifer was adistinguished man
among the men of '75. He was the
son of Martin, who was a native of|;
Switzerland, and of Mauargaret Black-
welder. The original name is spelled
Pfifer. He was born in 1745; he lived
on Baffulo at Red Hill, known to this
day, as Phifer's Hill. He was a mem-
ber of the Popular Branch of the As-
sembly 1771. He was appointed by
the Provincial Council which was
held at the Court House in Johnston
County in Dec. 1775, Lieutenant Colo-)
nel of the 1st Battalion of Minute men,
in the Salisbury’ district; of which
Grifith Rutherford was bolouel and
John Paisly Major: He wasa ntember
of the Provincial Congress that met
at Hillsboro on 21st Angust, 1775, and
also of that which met at Halifax oh.
4th April, 1776, with John McKnis}
"Alexander and Robert Irwin as col- )
leagues; and by that body appointed 4
Lientenant Colonel, of Col. Adam
Alexander's Reglmen!. He was a
member of the Provineial Congress a
Halifax, Nov. 1776, from Mecklenburg;
which formed  the Constitution wi
Hezekiah = Alexander, Waighstil
Avery, Robert Irwin, and Zaccheus
Wilson, as ocolleagus., He married

have proved the valor and patrioti

General Charles Phifer, distinguished
himself at Shiloh in ourlate ui'vil‘wnr
He filled an early grave and lies buried
at the Red Hill on the Salisbury Ros

‘A decaying head stons: m&rks his Ia

Charlotte to Salisbury, his grave wds
desecrated by the troops. & ‘As the
Britigh ‘did not march by this roato 0
Balisbury, this tradition is a'myth;.
done. it waslxothar impious hand
Thomas Palk; the last er whig
we shall notice ; is’'a historie name ir
North Caroling as well as in mrn:-
tion. He was the early, conatant
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