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The Most Attractive Store !

——

'l‘llé .Mlost Mutiful Goods |

~—AND THE—

*LIRGEST RETAIL STOGK

In Western Norta Carolina.

The Largest and Best Stocked

~ Qarpet Department

Ta North Carolina.

EVERYBODY

1Is inyited tecdll and soe, at

Y

AWLEXANDER & HARRIS.
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Dry Goods, Gﬁiothtitg; &c
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PECIAL SALES,

New Arrivals of Dress Goods,

And many char nltmstln Goods for
' CHRISTMAS.

Ramember, you ¢in always fitd-the lacgest and
beat selected lines of Drass Fringes, Buttons, Sat-
ins In plain and stripes, Passementerie Ti1imming
and Turtan Brald In the city.

A large and handsome stock of

‘For Ladled, M'sses and Gents.

F 5 ;fgm’-wwm“é thg gale of

100 Cloaks and Dolmans,

| To commenee to-day, which we Will sell at very

igg prices for cash. A handsome stock of impor-

S CAND WOOL T!BIES,

T. L. SEIGLE & CO.,

Tryon Street,
Dec. 17. | $2)

—

. Miscellurcous.
45 Years Before the Public.
THE CENUINE

DR.C.McLANE'S

CELEBRATED

LIVER PILLS

FOR THE CURE OF

Hepatitis, or Liver Complaint,

DYSFEPSIA AND SICK HEADACHE,

Symptoms of a Diseased Liver.
PAIN in the right side, under the
edge of the ribs, increases on pres- -

sure ; sometimes the pain is in the left
side ; the patient is rarely able to lie
on the left side; sometimes the pain
is felt under the shoulder blade, and
it frequently extends to the top of the
shoulder, and is sometimes mistaken
for rheumatism in the arm. The stom-
ach is affected with loss of appetite
and sickness; the bowels in general
are costive, sometimes alternative with
lax; the head is troubled with pain,
accompanied with a dull, heavy sen-
sation in the back part. There is gen-
erally a considerable loss of memory,
accompanied with a painful sensation
of having left undone something which
ought to have been done. A slight,
dry cough is sometimes an attendant.
The patient complains of weariness
and debility ; he is easily startled, his
feet are cold or burning, and he com-
plains of a prickly sensation of the
skin; his spirits are low ; and although
he is satished that exercise would be
beneficial to him, yet he can scarcely
summon up fortitude enough to try it.
In fact, he distrusts every remedy.
Several of the above symptoms attend
the disease, but cases have occurred
where few of them existed, yet exam-
ination of the body, after death, has
shown the LIVER to have been exten-
sively deranged.

AGUE AND FEVER.

DRr. C.-McLANE's Liver PiLLs, IN
| CASES orﬁAGug AND FEVER, when
“taken with Quinine, are productive of
the most happy results. No better
cathartic can be used, preparatory to,
or after taking Quinine. We would
advise all who are afflicted with this
disease to give them a FAIR TRIAL.

For all bilious derangements, and
as a simple purgative, they are un-
equaled.

DEWARE OF IMITATIONS,

The genuine are never sugar coated.

Every box has a red wax seal on the
lid, with the impression DR. MCLANE'S
Liver PiLLs.

The genuine McLANE's L1ver PiLLs
bear the signatures of C. MCLANE and
FLEMING BRros. on the wrappers.

Insist upon having the genuine Dr,
C. McLANE’s LIVER PiLLs, prepared by
Fleming Bros., of Pittsburgh, Pa., the
market being full of imitations of the
name McLane, spelled differently but
same pronunciation.
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-+, .., [Wrliten for The Observer,
*The'Deathr ofthe O1d Year,
> BY LENGRE.

-~ I'am 4ll alone n & shamber, ~
Alone In a ber of death,
For the dear ©la Year Is dring;

, I can feel his last cold breath.
Lcan almaost hear the foots eps

- - Of spirits around the room, = .
Hear the beckoning whisper
That ealls him awey o the tomb.

'Hﬂw“iom,y. though swiftly, the moments
Of his life are ng away;
gg mcanndt sm % upon us
e mmlng ew Year's :
i matb:inf mg?d :
P
Wil we bear his orqn?:’:!m’m m; °
And not start at swest old mds?

W we'sht i the twilight dreamt
.Of the hopes of a year past and g%sne?

2

a

Or will other msgm pleasant memories
anword
Beams bright In the Old Year's space?
As .
Bmm r around him, .
dear loved ones have left us, '
-Where s0rrow or death never eome. |
h
--The grave may ope to recelve us
- Methinks 'twas a-werd half sald,
Amity Hill, N. G, Iec. 831, 1879,

Hopes which were 10 shatiered,
E.e we dreamed oﬂﬁ‘a‘ﬁﬂr Year's-dawn?
Beng a ' [ rn face,
As gome ihe gpoken
.. Ah! no, iaps we'll Yarget hi
- -mﬁ,%%&.gm‘é"m i A
]f%r ngied with some of dark woe;
To spend i a heavenly homa,
' lzharrt;‘a‘tty'ﬁr:reeur‘z]r1 never gn’d’tn ol
endof the year that 15 ¢ominz
3 "of us Will be here then? I
Ere on eaith we meet again.
But hark! did you hear that whisper;
. ! Butnow! Othe ms-uwnah
* = *T1s midnight, thrg Ola-Year Is'dead.
e " =
WITCHES AND WIZZARDS.
q—*—
NIDPLE-AGE SPIRITUALISY,

The Supevstition of 1he Forefathers «
Some of the Folly of Five Centuries
Ago. '

Popu'ar Science Movthly.

The doctrine of human intercourse
with invisible beings or spirits 18 as old
as superstition, and has its fashions, or,
rather, it takes on different phases ac-
cording to the degrees of ignorance and
stupidity that characterize society. It
was one thing in Greece and Rome, and
avery different thing in the middle ages.
In the former there was a mythologic
machingry of gods and goddesses, who
meddled actively with terrestrial affairs,
both in peace and war. This was the
dignified sort of s{Jiritualjsm that is em-
balmed in classical literature, and whieh
continues to form the cornerstone of a
“college education.”

The spiritualism of the middle ages
took a very different shape. It was
more intense, realistie, practical, and
vulgar—more earnest, and, we are bound
to say, more honest. The spirits were
brou%ht to bear, so to speak, more inti-
mately upon common life. The line be-
tween good and bad spirits was more
sharply drawn; they were angels or de-
mons, ever working {mischief or bene-
fit to mankind. The art of evoking
spirits became a kind of craft under
the names of divination, magie, sorcery,
enchantment, neeromancy, and witch-
craft. In the modern survival of these
old practices of evoking spirits we get
very different results. The ghosts %e-
lieve to.be called up by manipulation

.| arg of a more harmless character; and

the object seems to be rather to get the
sEints out, than to get anything out of
them. They are summoned more as a
matter of curiosity, and for the solemn
amusement of credulous and vacant
minds.

Science has worked a great changein
It has drawn
the teeth of medieval ghostology.
Though it has not extir;iate the belief
in spirits, it has greatly transformed
and subdued it, so that it i8 no longer
the scourge and curse of society that it
was in the pre-scientific ages. We are
apt to forget what we owe to science in
this respect, and the horrors that mod-
ern society has escaped by getting rid
of the grosser and more malignant
forms of belief in, ghostly supersensu-
ous and diabolic agency. But fully to
appreciate our advantages it is neces-
sary, once in a while, to turn back and
contemplate the condition of thingsin
the ages of ignoranee, when men were
given over to the terrors of vicious and
cruel superstitions. An admirable book
‘bas been lately published, which pre-
sents a vivid picture of the general
state of mind and society a few centu-
ries ago in Western Europe, resulting
from the current belief in supernatural
agencies, and we propose to cull a few
statements from 1ts pages in illustra-
tion of the subjeet. .

The author first finds the theological
root of his subject. During the middle
ages it was held that all power or force
was spiritual, that it came from a spir-
itual source—from God—and was com-
municated to the earth by spiritual
agents or angels, Noinevitable causation
was admitted. The laws of nature
were the precepts in accordance with
which the angels exeeuted the will of
God. Sometimes he suspended their
agency, acting everywhere himself, or
he delegated unusual power to them,
when their (ﬁ)erations were known as
miracles. Hence a knowledge of na-
ture was at this time chiefly a knowl-
edge of the angels. Lucifer, the high-
est of these angels, rebelled against
God. The contest ended with the over-
throw of the rebels and his followers;
but God, calm in the consciousness of
his omnipotence, determined that Luci-
fer, now changed by his rebellion into a
spirit wholly evil, should enjoy liberty
of action within certain limits. The
activity of the fallen spirit consists
henceforth in incessant warfare against
God. Man is tempted and falls. The
earth is divided into antadgoni§tic king-
doms, those of good and evil. Over
one reigns God.and his angels of light,
oves the'other thedévil -and ‘- his min-
ions. Such was the dualistic concep-
ception of the middle ages, and to it
may be traced the magie of the Church
the astrology, alchemy, and soycerf_ of
the learned, as well as the diabolical
forms of witcheraft believed in by the
common people. e

The Church exercising its watch-
care for man, surrounded him from the
cradle to the grave by the safeguards
of magic. Thus, soon after the birth
of the child the prie;t must be ready to
sprinkle it with holy‘water, ‘which has

| been purified from the pollutioniof

the demons by prayer and conjuration;
and se strong was thé impresSion that
the child, begotten in sin and by nature
Lucifer’s property, that certain consci-
entious servants of the Church attempt-

' |ed to devise some means by : which the

saving water might - be- bre

field betwﬁa angels a ils. The
latter work the cotfsta of man,
the former M;"ﬁiﬁ%!ﬁh on ;blaggsa thi
consequenceis that changeableness o
wéaaﬁx%rqgvhich threatens fosfrustvateé
the hopes of husbandry. And, when
Luciferis able to bestow even upon

in Luttich ad

RS ey i destros: s

ers and wizards—the pow-
y the fields, the vineyards,
gs of man by rain, hail, and
is it to be wondered at if the
is man’s protection
against «devil, and whose especial
calling i to fight him, should in this
sphere also be his counterpoise, and

would seek, from the treasury of its
divine power, means adequate to frus-
trate his astmospherie mischief? To
these means. belong the church-bells,
provided they have been duly conse-
craféd and baptized. The aspiring
steeples, around which eluster the low
dwellings of men, are to be likened,
when the bells in them are ringing, to
the hen gpreading its protecting wings
- OVEF fekens; ‘for the tones of the
consecrated metal repel the demons and
ayergstorm and lightning.”

n Dunng protracted drought it was the
eugtom far the priests to make interces-
d s inaugurate rain-processions,
is‘narrated that, in.the year 1240,

! nm;g rain-proeession  fail-
e4d, three times, % produee any effect,
“bacause, in, the supplication of all
saints, God’s mother hadbeen forgot-
ten.”, ‘A new .procdession was formed,
"due respect was shown her Majesty,
and the rain immediately came down
with such viglence that the devout pro-
cession was dispersed,

Tf theé fields. were visited by destruec-
tivethsects, the  Church had remedies
‘ag&inst 'them alfo, It commanded
' 'In the napie 6f God to depart; and,
if they did not obey, regular processes
were instituted against them, which
ended in their exXcommunication by
the Church. In the year 1474 the Mz?'-
bug committed great depredations in
the neighborhood of Berne. . The
autliori{ie's ‘of the city sought relief
agdinst the scourge from the ishop of
Lausanne, who issued aletter of excom-
munication, which was solemnly read
by a priest in the churchyard of Berne.
The letter begau thus: “Thouirrational,
imperfeet exeature, thou May-bug, thou
whose kind was never inclosed in
Noah's ark; in the name of my gra-
cious lord the Bishop of Lausanne, by
the power of the glorified Trinity
through the merits of Jesus Christ,
and by the obedience you owe the Hol
Church, I command you, May-bugs, al
in common and each one in particular,
to depart from all places where nour-
ishment for man and cattle germinates
and grows.” The letter -ends with a
summons to the insects to present
themselves at Wivelsburg on the sixth
day thereafter, at one o'cloek, if they do
not disappear before that time, aud as-
sume the responsibility before the court
of the gracious lord of Lausannne! Ar-
rangements were made beforehand for
alegal trial; the accused, of course,
was to have a lawyer, and the Bishop
devised the plan of summoning from
hell the infamous dne named Perrodet,
who had died a few years before. But,
in spite of many summonses, nejither
Perrodet nor the May-bugs deigned te
appear, and finally'the episcopal tribu-
nal gave its verdiet of excommnunica-
tion in the name of the Holy Trinity—
“to you accursed vermin, that are called
May-bugs, and which cannot even be
counted among the animals.” The gov-
e:f‘;;_rnt%rét qr:dq'retd :'.he auth:rities of the
afilic o report concern
the effec(tjfE ofﬁ:he measure; bui;achrurl;;iﬂ“i
icle of the times reports that “no effect
was observed, because of our sins.”

The most serapulous attention to le-
gal forms was given to the frequently
recurring processés against May-bugs,
grasshoppers, worms, and other nox-
ious vermin, for any neglect of these
forins was supposed to deprive a judg-
ment of its magical power. The ques-
tion whether they were subject to a
spiritual or legal tribunal was much ag-
itated, but without being definitely set-
tled. A civil prosecution of the field
rats in the Tyrol, 1519-'20, proves that
some times such suits were decided by
secular tribunals,

The peasant, Simon Fliss, made com-
plaint to the judge, William of Hass-
lingen, that the field-rals were commit-
ting great depredations in his ish.
The court then upﬁointed Hans Grineb-
ner advocate for the aceused, and the
Rlaintif’f chose as his advocate Schwarz
Minig. Numerous witnesses establish-
ed the fact that the rats had committed
great destruction, and the decision was
rendered against them in the following
terms: “After accusation and defense,
after statement and contradiction, and
after due consideration of all that per-
tains to justice, it is by thissentence de-
termined that those noxious animals
which are called field-rats must, within
two weeks after the promulgation of
this judgment, departand fer ever re-
main faraloof from the fields and the
meadows of Stilf. But if one or seve-
ral of the animals are pregnant, or un-
able on account of their youth to fol-
low, then shall they enjoy, during fur-
ther two weeks, safety and protection
from everybody, and after these two
weeks depart.” .

Nothing was too absurd, nothing too
superstitious, for the credulity of this
period. The consecrated machinery
was so various and complete that, if
one explanation did not serve the pur-
pose of the Chureh, another could usuo-
ally be found. One question, however,
did not readily find an answer, namely:
How are the divine miracles to be dis-
tinguished from the infernal ones? At-
tempts of the acutest scholastios failed
to establish a rule of definite separa-
tion; for the two kinds of miraeles
were revealed under identical forms,
and Satan could transform himself in-
to an angel of light. The grossest doc-
| trines. received the sanction of the
Church, and fhus was laid the founda-
tion of that-labyrinth of superstitions
among the people in the darkness of
-which humanity groped for a thousand
years. If the iniracles worked by the
apostles of the Church had their source
in divine agencies, then those perform-
ed by its opponents must have been in-
stigated by the devil. The white mag-
ic stood ‘Opposed to the bldck, and the
idea of a conscious league between man
and the devil became a well-established

doEna.

the fifteenth century there came a
terrible crisis. This was preceded by
the trial of the Templars and by seve-

sion y
and

-~

ral local witch-processes with subse-;|

quent executions, until finally, Decem-:
ber 5th, 1484, the bull of Pope Innocent
XIII. appeared. This, with its compan-
ion, a booki called “The Witeh-hammer,”
brought the evil to a climax. Some
idea of this bull may be gathered from.
the following extraet. The Pope begins |
by asserting that, as the guardian of,
souls, he nrust exercise due care inp

of women, the you of
harvests of tha-ﬂgkh,“]&e- )

kR

1 m«s
nihilate men; women, shéep and'd ;
VIRGTARIE obchards, meAdoWE. p1-ir
like ; visit men, women, cattle and oth-

(Concluded on fourth page.) ‘
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tomers to call and see me when they want goods in my line

NO. 3,373,

15 Thousand Pounds of Overcoats,

]

ULSTERS AND ULSTERETTES!
PRICE ONE DOLLAR PER POUND.
PRICE TWO DOLLARS PER POUND.
PRICE THREE DOLLARS PER POUND.

PRICE FOUR DOLLARS PER POUND.
PRICE FIVE DOLLARS PER POUND. - ' .

-
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‘Warm, Heavy Overcoat, - - $350
Something Better, - - = - 450
Beftexrstill, - - - - - - 500
Still Better, - - - - - - T 50
Quite Handsome. - - - - 9 00
- e R 4
ery Des e, - - = = =
Excelsior, - - = - - 18 00

HER ARE DOING IT. . -

your-
Why not

E. D. LATTA & BROT

Now, don’t buy an Overcoat this winter witheut seeing ours. We have forty and more styles that will fit your body and sult
minutes to try on each different style, *twould take ovloﬂ-lthree hours; just a moment to Took at each would take guite an hoar.

to our store? If you get one and it don’t JUST please your wife, or *‘her mother,'” or mother, your sister, your brother, your your jbeF, your
fridnd, efther male m‘f%rﬁm_e. send it back gl goinjured, and e will cheerfuliy refund just the amownt yoi paid. - No cusiomers any €hances in the
BICIdacm. T > E, D. LATTA & BHO., Opers House Block.

OVERCOATS

In large quantities, best styles and lowest prices, at 114 2 T .

L. BERWANGER & BRO'S.

A new und fresh line of Boys’ Clothing, Just received at . -
L. BERWANGER & BROS.
Broken Suits at half their value, at " Ty r
L. BERWANGER & BRO’S,

500 Pairs of all wool Job Pants at $250, $3.00 and$3.50, worth $5.00 a pair,at = !

L. BERWANGER & BRO'S.

Only First-Class Goods Sold in Our House.

The enterprise of manufacturing our Fine Clothing ourselves, makes our house beyond any doubt

THE MOST RELIABLE CLOTHING HOUSE IN THIS MARKET.

We Invite the publie to call and see for themselves.

Respectfully,

I.. BERWANGER & BRO.

Fine Clothiars_ and Tailors.

CI.OAXRK S

AND

NCY ARTICLES!

JUST RECEIV ED.

LADIES ARE RESPECTFULLY INVITED TO INSPECT OUR (THIS SEASON)

THRD ARRIVAL OF NEW GOODS.

WITTKOWSKY & BARUCH
THE TREMENDOUS RUSH!

FACTS ARE STUBBORN THINGS, BUT FACTS ARE FACTS.

——-0-—--—
The Liveliest Place in Town is

SPRINGS CORNER!
FIND OUT THE TRUTH !

And when you want to save doltars in buying CLOTHING, come to Springs’ Corner, where you will get most and best

for your money. We believein
LARGE SALES AND LITTLE PROFITS. E

; — }

NOW IS THE TIME TO BUY

Men’s and Boy’s Clothing, at Spr'ings' Corner...
&~ COME AND SEE &4 y.

W. KAUFMAN & CO.,.

Nov. 14 mxuﬂwmmrm
) el =k _. v _:m L 'E..* g :‘_
P. SCHIFF. | - J.SCHIFF. 0 s -'I;HO&IGWI:_
SCHIFF & GRIER,

GROCERS,
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" Havifig besome intetested in the firm of Soitf¥ & ‘Grie, I respectfully and cordfally invita my old’ flehds nd chs.” i

THOS. GRIER.
October 2d; 1878,




