Previous Celebrations.
The Celebration in 1820.

With each recurring year the
cople of Mecklenburg have cele-
prated the 20th of May, and the
following is an account of the cere-
monies which took place in Char-
lotte in the year 1825:
cnarLoTTE, Tuesday, May 31, 1825.

JECKLENBURG INDEPENDENCE.

The celebration which took place
in this town on the 20th inst., was
equal to, if it did not surpass any-
-thing of the kind ever before wit-
nessed bere. The day was fine and
not uncomfortably warm, and at an
eatly hour a large concourse of peo-

e, strangers and citizens, had as-
seniiled to do honor to the day. At
cleven v'clock A. M., a procession
was formed, under the direction of
Colonel Thomas G. Pollk, on the
street South of the Court House—
Captain Kennedy’s company of cav-
alry and  the Lafayette artillery,
un:lm- the command of Captain
Thomas I. Polk, in front, citizens
and strangers next, and lastly, a
pand of Revolutionary veterans,
sixty or seventy in nmumber, wear-
ing badges with the figures '75
stamped on them. The procession
then moved to the Presbyterian
church, which, though spucions,
was crowded to overflowing, and
numbers found it impossible to pro-
cure scats.

The exercises at the church com-
menced with a prayer, replete with
genuine picty and ardent patriot-
ism, by the venerable Dr. Hunter ;
this was succeeded by appropriate
music from the band, after which
the Declaration of Independence by
the citizens of Mecklenburg, was
read by the same reverend gentle-
man. An oration was then pro-
nounced by Mr. Morrison, which

gave it. Such a reflection was well
calculated to moderate the feelings,
to induce a sobernes of mirth, and
to impart an interest to the scene at
once pecunliar and impressive.

Abour four o'clock, P. M., a large
number sat down to a dinner pre-
pared by Dr. Henderson, in the
beautiful grove on the college green.
General George Graham officiated
as President, and Mr. Isaac Alexan-
der as Vice-President. After the
cloth was removed, the following
toast were drank, interspersed with
patriotic songs and aeccompanied
with discharges of cannon :—

TOASTS.

1. “The day we celebrate "—On
that day the republican banners
were unfurled Charlotte, inde-
pendence declarc i by the patriotic
citizens of Mol uliae alwolving
themselves 1 '

in
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be engraven on the hearts of all
present, and the gilded pages of his-
tory transmit it to posterity.

2. “The patriots who signed the
Mecklenburg Declaration of Inde-

| pendence, the 20th of May, 1775."—

We honor them for their firmness,
love them for their virtues, and ven-
erate them for their patriotism.

3. “The memory of those heroes
of Lexington, Mass., who first scal-
ed the broken covenant with their
blood, and absolved all allegiunce
with mother Britain.”

4. “Our Country and our Govern-
meut."—The genius of Columbus,
the patriotism of Washington, the
plilosophy of Franklin, the wisdom
of Jefferson and compatriots, have
erected a fabric that will last till
time shall be no more.

5. “The heroes of the Revolu-
tion”"—While we hold in sacred re-
membrance those that are gathered
to their fathers, let us not fail to
cherish in our heart's core, the scat-
tered remnants that yet survive.

6. “The President of the United
States.”—An able statesman—may
his administration prove that the
confidence of Congress was not mis-

riveted the attention of the audi-
ence and caused tears to trickle
down the furrowed cheeks of num-
bers of the war-worn and hoary-
headed veterans. The orator did
ample justice to his subject. He
depicted in animated colors, the un-
daunted patriotism of our fore-
fathers, whom no difficulties could
dishearten, no terrors dismay, no
privationssubdue ; who, looking on-
ly to the justice of their cause, and
the wrongs they had received, in-
dignantly renounced their allegi-
ance to a government, whose pro-
tection was felt only in the injuries
which it inflicted, and whose pater-
nal regard was evinced only in sys-
tematic attempts to wrest from
them all that they held valuable as
men who claimed freedom as a
birthright, and to reduce them to a
state of bondage worse than death.
His address to the patrictic band
whose venerable forms were before
him, and whose snowy locks and
bended frames, formed such a stri-
king contrast to the picture he had
sketched of their youthful strength
and vigor, was peculiarly appropri-
ate and pathetic, and excited emo-
tions in every bosom, which may
be easily imagined, but not de-
scribed. The address, in short, was
well conceived and happily execu
ted, and we regret that it will not
be in our power to lay it before our
readers, as the author has declined
the request of the committee to fur-
nish a copy for publication.

The exercises at the church were
closed with music and discharges of
canunon, and the Revolutionary vet-
erans returned in procession, escort-
ed by the military.

No one present at this celebra-
tion could have been entirely un-
moved by the recollections and as-
sociations connected with it. The
occasion was peculiarly calculated
to produce an intensity of feeling,
and to elicit reflections
pleasurable and profitable.
the fiftieth anniversary of
of which the citizens

at once

It was
an ¢vent |
of Mecklen-
burg, without the imputation of
vanity, might justly be proud; it
was a fit ocecasion of joy and grati-
tude, rejoicing and praise ; but at
the same time the reflection could
not but arise in many a bosom, that |

but few, very few, of the number |}

then assembled to commemorate it,
would live to witness its return.
Fifty years hence, and of the multi-

placed.

7. “The descendants of the patri-
otic members of the Mecklenburg
delegation who declared independ-
ence,”

Let no mean hope your souls enslave

Independent, generous, brave,

Your faihers such examples gave-—
And such revere.

8. “Popular Elections.” — Their
purity and frequency are the best
security for the safety of our repub-
lican institutions and the strongest
barrier against the encroachments
of tyranny.

9. “Internal Improvements.” —
The road to national and individual
independence; may constitutional
scruples yield to the national wel-
fare.

10. “Andrew Jackson"—He has
filled the measure of his country’s
glory; he is the friend of the peo-
ple—the people are his friends.

11. “Bolivar and the independent
provinces of South America”—May
political and religious liberty be the
basis of their constitution.

12. Washington and Lafayette.

13. “The fair sex"—Beauty and
Booty, the war cry of slavery—pro-
tection to beauty, the watch word
of freemen.

VOLUNTEERS.

By Dr. James G. Ramsay of Ten-
nessee :—“General Thomas Polk,
and Dr. Ephraim Brevard”—The
first bosoms that ever glowed with
the joyous anticipation of American
Independence.

Dr. Ramsey was formerly a citi-
zen of Mecklenburg county, partici-
pated in our Revolutionary struggle,
and was present in Charlotte, at the
Declaration of Independence on the
memorable 20th of May, 17756. The
toast was forwarded to the commit-
tee from Tennessee.

By William Davidson, Esq.:—
“Henry Clay,”—the great orator of
the West, an able statesman and in-
dependent as a man—shielded by
virtuous patriotism, he is impregna-
ble to the shafts of malice.

By Colonel T. G. Polk: —*“The
political prospect of Henry Clay”'—

Like the dew on the mountaln,
Like the foam on the river,

Like the bubble ontihe fountain,
They are gone and forever.

By the IIon. H. W. Connor:—
“General William Davidson,” who
fell at Cowan’s Ford, bravely fight
ing for the rights and liberties of
Lis eountry.

By J. H. Blake, Esq:—"“IIenry
Clay,"—the undaunted champion
of universal liberty.

By Captain Thomas I. Polk:—
“«The next President of the United
States”—DMay he be the cholee of
the people and not of Congress.

By L. H. Alexander, Esq. :—“An-

drew Jackson and William II.
Crawford"—TFair play is bonny
lay.

F'rom the, same journal of May
24 1825 :—

The fiftieth anniversary the |
Mecklenburg Declaration of Tnde- |

of

tude then present, the greater part |
will be reposing beneath the clod of |
the valley ; dust will have returned

to dust, and the spirit of Him who!

pendence was celebrated in this
place on the 20th inst. Not being

able to procure a copy of the toasts
in season for this weak's paper, and
other causes intervening to render

a postponement necessary, we shall
defer a particular account of the
proceédings untiFour next, barely
ieationing at this time, that the
celebration throughout was worthy
the oceasion and honorable to the

publie epirit and patriotism of
Mecklenburg.

The “toasts” indicate the pres-
ence in this semi-Centennial cele-
bration ot men of both parties, who,
however much they differed ov, other
matters, seem to have here met on
common ground. Of the partici-
pants in these memorial ceremonies,
a large number appear to have been
old soldiers of the Revolution. At
that date, as I ascertain by a para-
graph in the Journal of May 10,
1825, the only survivors of those
who issued the memorable resolves
of May 20, was David Reese, then
living in Cabarrus. It is also evi-
dent that the 20th of May had been
commemorated in a similar manner
in previous years,
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tunia! Celebration.

All other celebrations of the 20th
of May dwarf into insignificance
when compared with the Centenni-
al Celebration which took placein
1875. It marked an important ep-
och in the history of the State, and
the people of North Carolina gath-
ered in Charlotte from all over
broad demain to do honor to the
occasion. The crowd was estima-
ted to be at least forty thousand,
and was even estimated to be as
high as sixty thousand. Specches
were made during the occasion by
Hon. John Kerr, of N. C., Hon,
John Bright, of Tenn, Gov. Thos.
A Hendricks, of Indiana,
Brogden, of N. C., Scnator Vance,
of N. C., Gov. D. H. Chamberlain,
of S. C., Ex-Gov. Graham, of N. C.,
Hon. Gilbert C. Walker, then Gov-
ernor of Virginia, Hon. Bradley T.
Johnson, of Maryland, Col. Jno. H.
Wheeler, historian, and many oth-
ers whom we do not now recall.

On the morning of the 22nd of
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May, 1875, this newspaper contain-
ed the following introduction to the
proceedings which took place at the
time, and are now republished as a
maiter of historie facts:

At noon, on the 20th day of May,
in the year of grace, 1775, a body
of delegates met in the old court
house, at what was a short time be-
fore, the wvillage of “Charlotte
Town,” to confer together concern-
ing the relations which then exist-
ed between the province and the
King, so weighty were the matters
under consideration, and so impor-
tant was the step which was about
to be taken, that darkness fell be-
fore the deliberations were conclu-
ded ; night even spent itself, and it
was not until morning came that
the resolutions, declaring them-
selves absolved from all allegiance
to the British Crown, were finally
adopted—these resolutions which
have shed a halo of imperishable
glory upon the memories of the
signers, and have made for Meck-
lenburg and North Carolina a name
more cnduring than granite, and
one which will live as longz as the
immortal principles of liberty them-
selves, and “until time shall grow
old.”

Wednesday was the Centennial
anniversary, we say, of the meet-
ing of those great and distinguished
fathers, those earnest, thoughtful,
patriotic disciples of Craighead,
those men whose minds were thor-
oughly imbued with a yearning af-
ter civil and religious liberties, and
who had determined to strike the
blow which afterwards shattered
the fetters of the oppressor.

The city of Charlotte, the State
of North Carolina, and her daugh-
ter and sister States were not un-
mindful of these facts. Not only
did our own honor the day which
stands upon the threshold of that
one which we celebrate, by the dec-
oration of their stores, dwellings
and streets with gay flags, with
flowers and evergrcens, a great
crowd bad gathered here from dif-
ferent places in this State, and from
South Carolina, Tennessee and Vir-
ginia, to unite in the opening exer-
c¢ises of this grand CENTENNIAL
DAY. ’

The day could hardly have been
more auspicions. A gentle breeze
tempered the heat of the sun, and
by uwoon a mumerous throng had
gathered 2ot Independence square
to witness the hoisting of the st
and bars to the summit of the pole
that had been made to receive it.
As the flag ascended higher and

and while the hundreds of
lesser flags on tie buildings near by
fluttered and danced in the pleasant
brecze, the Citizens' Band, of New-
herne, struck up our State air, “The
Old Novth State.” The opening
words of this grand old poem, the
production of cur illustrious Gaston,
st have sugoested themselves 1o
every XNorth Carolinian present
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and many a one joined in the words
of the sone:
searoltng, aceiing, Ieaven's blesslngs ultend
W 1.'.1'1\1“:"1‘ liva we vl eherish, protect and defvnd

It was indeed a thrilling occasion,
and shouts of enthusiasm, iunduced
by the inspirution of the scene, rent
the air. '

Col. Wm. Johnston, as Mayor of

the city, announced ‘the opening of |

the ceremonies of the Centennial
occasion, and he was followed by a
speech from Gov. Curtis H. Brog-
den, who was then Governor of the
State. At the conclusion of the
speechbes, the Newb.rne band play-
ed the “Mecklenburg Polka,” and a
salute of thirty eight guns, repre-
senting the thirty eight States of
the Union, were fired by the Ral-
eigh Light Artillery.

The morning of the 20th proper
dawned and witnessed the grandest
and most brilliant event of its kind
ever secn in  the Old North State.
The city was well nigh filled with
visitors, many of them gentlemen
of distinction from our own and
other States. The streets were fill-
ed with firemen and military, dress-
ed in their attractive uniforns, flags
were floating everywhere, and an
air of festivity could be felt on ev
ery hand. Charlotte opened wide
her arms to her visitors and greeted
all who came to help her celebrate
this great event in her bistory in
the most cordial manner.

Every train that reached the city
was crowded with pushing, jostling
humanity, everybody in the best of
humor, and thousands arrived in
wagons, buggies, carriages, and on
horseback, and by 7 o'clock, a m.,
the whole city was one living, mov-
ing mass of people. The opening
exercises of the day were begun at
daylight by the ringing of the
church and city bells, and the firing
of a salute of a hundred guns.

By 9 o'clock an immense multi-
tude thronged the streets, and be-
gan the forming of the procession
under the immediate charge of Genl.
W. R Cox, our member of Congress
for the 4th Congressional Distriet.
The procession then moved in the
direction of the Fair Grounds, and
upon arrival at the stand erected
for the speakers, Gov. Graham, the
presiding officer, took the chair and
anodnced that the programme
would be carried out. This consist-
ed of a prayer by Rev. Dr. A. W.
Miller, the reading of the Declara-
tion by Maj. Gales, of Raleigh, an
oration by Hon. John Kerr, Hon.
John Bright and others.

After the speaking the invited
guests, distinguished gentlemen,
military, fire and musical organiza-
tions, adjourned to Floral Hall, at
the Fair Grounds, and partook of a
sumptuous banquet. Several thou-
sand persons were fed, and a num-
ber of patriotic toasts were an-
nounced and responded to, the
whole dismissed by a speech from
Gov. Brogden, while three rousing
cheers were given for North Caro-
lina.

Just after dark, a stand having
been erected on Independence
Square, the Centennial proceedings
were concluded there, and speeches
were delivered by Judge Davidson,
of Tennessee, Gov. Chamberlain of
South Carolina, Gov. Hendricks, of
Indiana, Gov. Vance, of this city
and State, Gov. Walker, of Virginia,
Col. Thomas Polk, of Tennessee,
and Generals Cox and Clingman of
this State.

All in all the Centennial Celebra-
tion was one of which every citizen
of North Carolina could be justly
proud.
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THAT HUSBAND OF MINE,
s three times the man he was before he began
using ' Wells’ Health Renewer.” $1. Drugglsts
pot J. H. Meaden, Charlotte, N, C
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[¥rom the Home Journal.]
A Hemarkable Discovery.

A REAL SKIN CURE.

THERE IS ONLY ONE
AND THAT WITH SIMPLE NAME.

Beware of impos'ers, pirates, or any old articles
which now suddenly clalm to be best. They have
been tried and found wanting, whi'e this bas been
proved a remarkable suecess.

KO POMPOUS NAME

THIS euralive needs no pompous or incompre-
hensible title of Greek or Latin to sustain It, but
its slrple English pame appeals directly to the
common-sense pf the people, And the people are
slgnally manifesting thelr appreclating of this
frankcess by selecling and using Dr. Benson's
SKIN CUHE In preference to all other professed
remedles,

Dr, C. W. Benson has long been well known as
a suceessful physiclan and surgeon and his life
study bas been the diseases of the nervous system
and of the skin, sinee he has been persuaded to
put his New Hemedy and Favorite Prescription as
a ckin Cure” on the market, vartous lhings have
sprung up into extstence. or have woke up from
the sleepy state In which they were bzfore, and
now claim to be The Great Skin Cures.

g===Beware of fmitatlons, or the va-ious artlc es |
which have been advertised for y=ars or ~truggied
along having no real hold or merit on the public,
tlat now endeavor to keep head above water by
advertisiug themselves as *The Great =kln Cwe.”
Nene is genuine and rellable, except Dr. C. W.
Benson's Skin Cure. Each package and bottle
bears his likeness, Interual and external remsdy,
two bottles In one package. Price $1.00. g=L al
your aruggists.

flelicf for 2l1l Overwv oviied Braius,

CAUBE AND CCRY.

Dr. C. W. Rensoi’s telers ana Chamotniie Pills |
are viluabie iur schooi enlidren who suffer from
i#T ‘ous headach=s ewused by an overgorked brain
i their studirs and forall classes of haid br-in-
wi ers whose overiaskoed D=IVOUS vente s n-ed
epogr and sadation. Nervous Uemor, weakness,
ame ! preralysis are belegidal ¥ cured by these plils
Tha-y eomect cnstivensss. but sie not purgative.
vrice. B0 cenfs or six hoxe: for S$2 50, postuge
free. to =ny adidress  For sale by all drugelats,
Benot Baithmore, Md . where the Doetor ean be
ddessed.  Leitors of Inqulry freely auswered

LN Crittenton, Cew Yok, 1s wholesale egent

fur Or C. W. Bznson's remedles,

Ay 2

and Passamentii-s

at 124e.
is 1arge and cheap.

At Greatly reduced prices.

tiwes. Smith Boilding. Truy,

mayly

A large stock of Fancy Dr s: Goo s atl very luw pricas
iine, embraeing Silk-, ~ lins, sSurah-, Mo.res -nd Broca e ~alins In sl colors,
we have # large stock of miiks, ~atius, Merv: lllenx, Rha tanes. Brocade 54 lns. Nuns Vel icgs. Cash-
meres, Gros D Z wlars, Henrlettas, &e. S new 4 hands woe patterns in Beaded Fringes, L c-s,
A laree stoek of Lac+s of every des srip’lon
Purasols, Ludleg® Neck Wear nnd Fans ev-r <hown in thi- in« Ket,
=ash Ribbons s 1l enors. Ladles’ Uisters, Crowonnes avd Frit g-»
A line of Feuts’ Nobby =traw Hats anl low gaurgsred Shoes.

B HAVE FEW DEMRABLE PATTERNS

OF SUMMER SILKS

= THAT WE #( L CL-E OUrI AT COST. DON'T FuIL TO SEE THEM _&

We have eversthing in tha Dress Trimm ing
In Biaek Dress (Goods

Jast recelvad the handsomest line of

A large stoek of Dress lngaams
Our stock of Whita o ods
A largy stoe¢ of

READY-MADE CLOTHIN(G

Paurl 8h rrs, Rvitt<' Shoes, Trnk:, Vg, Hat:, Cups, Rrols, Shieq, &
Examine our siock and we will convi «¢e you that we keep :verjtilaz o l'cu cwl &t prieas 1o saltto

Hargraves& Vv iiuelm.

~-THE--

FOR

mewil Decrease

|

(I

&
-
|

Lot Mustc Inerease

fll L%
| }"Hl'

--THE--

“JUMB®”

TRHRE CAROLINAS,

M

H

.

r

100

il

L] Il !

|
i .H

PIANOS WITHIN REACH

CHICKERING & SON,

"ANVIH AIVAOS i 68 0091 LHDI
OIS S v A RN

YERYBDY

R

—OF-

KRANICH & BACH,

Never Before Such Low Priess 2 Easy Terms

£ LOOK BOW TEE OLD MaN FROWNE _&3

and scratches bis head while reading Me's adv. Make
him read let bim frown,

‘M ATHUSHEK,
ARION, SIMPSON & CO., SOUTHERN GEM
Organs within Reach of Everybody,

MASON & HAMLIN,

SHONINGER BELL CHIMF,

PELOUGBET & CU, and STERLING.

Write to me and [ will send

you & ph o (not of myself) but of my Planos and Or-

gwns. Make your selectlon, then go for him and wrlie
to me for a few more dots, such as priees, lerms, &¢

Address, or call on

McSMITH, Charlotte, N. C.

AND

CITIZ]

Published at

VISITORS
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Bevore the CELEBRATION IS over,
BE SURE to leave YOUR ADDRESS
82.50 at THIS OFFICE,
|of the Book-sTORES,
YEAR’S SUBSCRIPTION to that

l.il'l

Popular and Interesting
Monthly Magazine,
AT HOME AND ABROAD,

CIHARLOTTE, X. C.

Commence with the April num-
ber, and you will get a

| WING of the EDITORS.

and
or ut either
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Native Mineral Water!!

ROCKBIHRIDGE (VA.)

ALUM WATER

—CURES—
['yepepsia, Indigestian, Torpid Liver,

Chronic Diarrhoey and Dysentery, Ekin Diseases,
Serofula Cnronie Puneumonia, ete

I~ 15 ¢ powerful Alterative Tonle and is ANTI-
Mol aRIAL in its efieets. Read certificates frem
eminent physiclans In our pamph ets,

MNO ARHTIFIVCIAL GASES OR SALTS.

Bottlsd in 118 natural state, direet from tho
Srelgs which nre beautifuily lecated in Rock
bridg: county. Yu.. and are « pen for the recepiion
ol wisilors 1row June 1st to Oectober 1st, each
sear: eapacit:, 1,000 guests.

For sale, whotesale and retafl. by Dr J.-H. Mc-
ADEN v.)m Ir. T. C. SMITH, Charlotte, N. C.
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SPRIN%G CHICKENS
SV ESY B ATOES,

ROASTE: B ®{89ND COfFEE
. & i n '3
S0 P T LLS.
mi:i4



