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SPEECH

Delivered ‘im the United Niates
Sengte, on Mareh 31st-=A Strong

. viee Sysfem. =

In his /anti-givil service speech,

when the then in power de-
sired to nstfuce a on of this
governmenf on principles which
would Becure its domination. it so
happened that a itutional Presi-
dent stood in the way. It was nec-
essary to divest him of hi8 preroga~
tive before that party could accom-
plish its unconstitutional object, and
a regular attack laponh his nghth;lf
powers was begun by the passage
the tenure-of-office law. But soon
after Mr. Johnson’s term of office had
expired—his successor being oue who
was in sympathy with the party then
1n power —the necessity for that law
was no lunger felt; thas is to say, the
offices could be secured without it.
Tha law, therefore, was modified.
But the remnant of it was left on the
statute book as a reminder of the in-
quity, to be brought up again when
necessary. The mnecessity however,
did not arise until after the presi
dential election of 1884, when a Dem-~
ocrat was chosen to fill that office.
But being wige in their generation
and fearing that for the want of con~
trol of both houses of Congress it
might not be able to resurrect that
law, the Republican party fell upon
the plan of perpetuating the official
existence of its Iriends by the enact~
ment of a law “‘to regulate and im
prove thecivil service of the couns
try.”. It wasa continuation of the
old assault upon the rights of the
Executive; and all of fhe present
troubles between the Executive and
the Benate ars due and chargeable to
that enacement. And I propose to
address myselil to that law, a bill for
the repeal of which I heretofore had
the honer of introducing. But before
addressing myself to either theun-
constivutionality or the impolicy of
that enactment, I wish to say that
one of my chief objsctions to it and
to all other laws which restrict or ins~
trench upon the established rights
and prerogatives of any department
of the government is the tendency to
defeat the will of the people asex-
pressed at popular elections, and to

\bhat. extent Lo impair and destroy the

vigor and efficiency of political par-
ties in this country.
Mr. President, in the broadest and
most cownpreherisive sense of the
term [ avow myself a party man;
not from natural pugnacity of tewn-
per, not because of prejudice against
those who_may differ with me, nor
yet because | believe there are mo
evils ins=parably connected with par-
ty organizations, but because I do be
tieve most earnestly -that parties are
indispensable to the existence of lib-
erty, and that a government by
tvis the only way in which there
can be government by the people.
A Bl » % * I
Another gerious objection to the
law is that it creates uumualoﬁen?es
and attaches unusual penalties for
their commission. It also takes away
the President’s power and duty fo
execute the laws, ‘and confers them
unconstitutionally upon the board of
commissiopers. y are given su-
pervisionand control over everybody,
including the President, in all mat-
ining to the enforcement of

gons subject to this law abstain a
‘Jutely from all political sérvice, and
' ially that they do not lie upon
each other; that no Senator, Repre~
sentative or other officer of the gov-
ernment shall : anybody
for office or violate the provigions of
this act in any way, but that all shall
dwell together ia millennial peace
and barmony, and foreyer remain
virtuous an I:l_nppy.' W}J it omit
ted to enaet the whole civil service of

idated
can Ebenezer—with these commis-
gioners as teachera and exhorters,

]

Argument Against the Ciyil Ser- |

Senator Vaficesaid: Mr. President,
at the close/of the great civil war

ters
i ,,;“m'- -of this board.
-.g%'gg;! (b 18 mégug Q‘t&:ﬂ

subject to the Mg

08 | entitled

that be 8o, is not that the waxing of
the principles of Alexander Hamil-
ton and the waning of those of Thos,
Jefferson. , :

The humbuggery of this whole ex-
amination businessas & test of fitness
for clerical position [is well illustrat«
ed bf a flaming advertisement which
I hold in my hand, and which reads
as follows:’ S}

“A collection of examinations and
answers, selected by a competent and
experienced professor, so as to enable
any person, after their intelligent re-

ful civil service examination, Every
person desiring to be employed by
the government should have it. Send
ten cents for a copy.” =
The only sensible way to obtain
good employees anywhere and in
&ny business is to select them your
self and try them. - If they should
prove keep them; if they
snould prove bad discharge them.
Another objection to the establish~
ment by this law of a privileged, ir-
responsible class of officials may be
summed up in the  lan of
Shak “‘the insolenceof of-
fice.? No better illustration of the
almoat divine genius of that great
man can be found than ia the acutes
negs displayed by him in making
Hamlet, when recounting the evils
and grievances which rendered his
life inaupfortabta, mention the “‘in-
solence of office” as one of the chief.
Who that has ever visited this capi~
tal city and has bad any business in
the various departments of the gov-
ernment has 80t been made aware in
the bitterness of his soul of the. full
extent and measure of the poet's
meaning! ¥ ¥ * *
The debate which ioccurred on the
of the civil service bill was
the occasion for the exhibition of con-
giderable histrionic talent' arising
from the necessity of playing at the
same time difficult and very different
roles. The Democratic Senators
charge corruption on the party in
ngeraaaneueeai&y for its age,
Idly and loudly; but fought very
shy of the syggestion of {heir fellow-
Democrats that they were preparing
to continue in power by this bill the
“pirty which had been guilty of the
corruption which rendered such an
act necessary, The Republicans
adopted the plea which the lawyeré
term ‘‘confession and avoidancs,” ad |
mitting the corruption ¢h “*sub
modo,” but went away to the
days of Andrew Jacksonin search of
a ‘‘tu quoque,” and manifested much
anxiety by the passage of that bill to
correct the morals and evil~doings of
the dead, scouting the idea that they
sought to obtain any advantage for
theﬁiving. Both were wrong and
wide of the mark.
Thé corruption of which the couns
try complained and has complained
for some twenbty years was DOt
among the class of officiale who were
covered by that hill. No outery had
ever been raised against the poor
clerks, copyisis and messengers of
the departments. The stench which
for years had assailed the nostrils of
the nation had in every instance been
created by thoge who had been nomi-
nated to their offices by the President
and appointed by and with the ad-
vice and consent of the Benate. The
thousand minnows which swam
through the water, howover they
may have oy themaelges.l hgd
never hesn ahble cause g ripple on
ita surface; it was the wimlenpp and
the sharks which lashed the waters
Finto fury and tore the nets of the
law into shreds. The operations of
the Black Friday congpirators, Cred«
it Mobilier thieves, whisky rings,
freedsmen’s savings robbers.

| Sanborn contracts, star route coaos

iracte and such other like projects of
villainy weré the things that alarmed
the honest sentiment of the couutry
and called for reform. .

To answer this call as Ropublican
Senators pretended to' do. by sucha
bill as wae a preposterous and
contemptible subterfuge. I} was &
regular case of eiving Bmith medi-
cine for Brown's ailments.  To pun-
ish a corrupt secretary or itor
t administered discipline to a

iltless clerk. KEven had that been
good medical ice, it was an ab~
surdity to pretend to punish the clerk

by providing that he should hold of-
floe for life, instead of discharging
him. Itwasa e too in ans

od. other sense worthy of the, attention

of the country in that it presented

| vhe leaders of the great party stand-

ing up and that their own

evil practices and corruptions de~

mmdthin reform. The sincerity of

this repentance, howeyer, willh:? :&
= = . t

vickion | hoid and abused power for fwentys

hree they saw by unerring in-
stinots. that the day of reteibution
was at hand; that the people were
determined upon reform; not by
such poor devices as were provided
b thatm-bniqﬂh&ﬂaﬂ in the ens
tz'eonn and personnel of the gov-
eroment, They therefore ‘‘cast

anchor to the windward,”
‘law was the result. _
. Itis oot an act
te the civil se:

; toall in

an
and thix

view toundergo a thoroughly succeas- |

gg for t dawn, still waitin
w‘Fﬁh

riiptiou and incompetency were com-
B Hmsd. * & - * * *®
The behavior of the Republican ad~
vocates of this law about the. time of
its passage was nat only remarkable;
it was shameless, In the face of
their allegations that the spoils sys-
tem was corrupf, and that by it we
could nc:&gpmbly t good and come=

etent, ials, they nmot only de-
eated by a solid vote in the Senate
the amendment of Mr. Pugh, as I
have stated, requiring their friends
already in to submit to examination,
but they made haste to fill every
ggmbla vacancy with their partisans

fore the law fook effect. It is an
o?en secret: that Baturday, the 14th
of July, some of the heads of depart-
ments in this city spent the entire
day and nighé, far into Sunday morn-
ing, in filling every vacancy, pro—
moting theirnfriends and kin, amP de-
fra.d.mg their political enemies. The
aw was to go ipto effect the 15th of
July. Quite a number of new clerks
d been provided for by the appro-
priation bills for the fiscal year be-
ginning J ul,{| 1, and a_full supply of
applicants had already passed the
civil service examination, and . stood
by waiting for the new law to gointo
ect:. But when the offices opened
Monday, the 16th, not a vacant place
was anywhere to be found; every
one was occupied by a Republican or
kinsman of the sppainting officer,
And the men who perpstrated this
fraud on their own law, with the
cheek of a town cow, ary ‘‘spoils«

constitute the necessary overture to
the grand symphony of reform,

The meaning of all thisis the Re~
publicans desire office from pure
patriotism ; the Democrats wish office
simply for the emoluments. For a
Republican to hold office after the,
pecple have told him to leave is com-
menddble and pure; for a Democrat
to wish to get one after the ple

ble and base. Now, grant that the
offies belong to neither party, but to

were instituted; when the people
have once spcken and declaret? by a

publicans must

spoils, he who desires them with the
consent of the people, or he. who
holds on to them in deflance of the
wishes of the people? If the owner
of a house desires his two guests to
depart, which of the two is the
gentleman, he who' retires on the
fi st intrmation of hig host, or be who
hn , claims the house, and waits
to be kicked outt

% * * - * » * *
Conceive of an old faghioned, fight-
ing Democrat, who for forty years
has stood by his party through good
and evil report, because he believed
in its principles; who battled for it
when it had no offices to give; man
times when it was buried beneat
guch vast majorities as leff scarce a |
prospect of earthly resurrection;
often oppreesasd by a weight of odium
sufficient to cow the braveat spirit,
under the influence of whigh the
faithfal even as the ‘few
ea in is, who had not defiled
their garments”—when the very name
of Democrat became a convertible
term with that of copperhead, rebel
and traitor—fancy his unconquered
and undismayed soul still work-
ing for his principles, still watch-

[:i‘ray fulness for the hope o
his political Israel, thanking for
each town, townstnf or county vie-
tory which sho that his princi-
ples still lived in the hearts of his
countrymen, and were growing be-
cause: they were immortal—qgjiokar
5};3 quicker throbs his heart, higher
and higher rises his joy as strong-
hold stronghold is carried, as
Btate after State is captured in spite
of unconstitutional laws and govern-
me;:atd‘shi.nmmo% hi: spite -of bgg:
on b at , in Bpi
of that and u fraod
whioch is the supplement of paIr;
and, lastly, i rine if you can. the
hot tide of triumphant joy with
which he saw in November, 1884, the
banners of Democracy full high ads
vanced and s over all the
i id hi once more in
con of thé great destinies of his
country. When the hope of his soul
had thus at last been realized, and
his old eg_aen had been permitted to
great galvation, when the
bonfires kindled in a thousand cities
and hamlets bad burned down, and
tha!eutizﬁ had ended, and the ora-
tory and all the elements of rejoicing
subsided. and the new (adminis-
tration bad n ite career amid the
prayers and blessings of all Demo
‘cratic hearts, imagine I a%{, this old,
ithful and honest man of principle
phciing?hi?h : brin i btlial-
icity o eart, bringing cer
‘cates from his neighbors of his char-

they were &marter than the Demo~
g&tﬁ, again I say, I will have to sub-
G. R. Oh, no, my dear sir, no.
You see they werea in when the law
Was en They got in by that
old corrupt ‘method which we eall
‘‘the spoils” system. But being in
you see, they had sort of a ves
right to their places,and the law does
not disturb vested rights, that is, Re~
publican rights, except for very se-
rious cause.

- O. D. Then, it seems to me there
is nothing here for me or mine, ang
all that talk during the campaign
about corruption in office and turns
ing the rascals out was a trick and a
He. It appears that there were no
rascals in, or if there were, you like
rascals better than you do honest
men, and so keep them.

G. R. _Old mag, you had better go
home. . You are behind the times.
This is an age of civil service reform,
Men can no longer be rewared by of-
fice for party Work; that is, humble
men like you and your son. The big
ones may be paid that way ;:for that
is true reform. But when such men
a8 you confess that t.heg want office
they are spoilsmen, and that is what
you are. I am ashamed of you !
Away with you? :

. 'This final and insulting reply is the
iron which enters his Boul, and he
retires crushed and wounded beyond
recovery. The sense of disappoiut-
ment, of injustice, of humiliation,the
ingratitude of those for whom he la-
bored, are too much for him to en~

man " at every man who denounces | 4 i i
: ; ure, and the enthusiasm of his lif
ggﬂlfdhy Dﬁ’ﬁrl;ﬁy, hm'ld Democrats are | jg quenched forever. The man wher-
und who Dy their votes here sus- | calig him a spoilaman, and charges
their ill-gotten spoils, and who seem sake of office only, foull

to think that fraud and hypocrisy better man than himhelf.

y belies a

_This, Mr. Pregident, is no fancied
picture. There are thousands and

thousands of just such men, and we

meet them or hear them every day.
* * W = * "
And yet.My. President. I believe in
reform—such reform’ as the people
want and have been wanting for ten
years or more. Between those who

have declared for him is reprehénsis | call me a spoilsman and myself, per-

haps there is only a differeance of def-
inition. _They believe that *‘reform”

the people, for whose benefit they | cobsists in a Demoeratic administra~

tion operated by Republican agents;
Ido not. They believe in keeping

constitutional majority that the Re | Republicans in office by law after the

out and the Demo- | people have declared that they shall

crata come in, which of the two dis- | goout; I do not. They believe in

plays the most attachment to the | ignoring the FOODIG and their repre-
ar

sentatives as as poasible in the se-
lection of officials; I do not, They
believe there can be no true reform
unless Republicans are the benes
ficiaries thereof; I da.| And lastly, I
believe that as good material for all
civil officials is to be | found in the
Democrrtic party as any other, and
that it is the right aud duty of a Dam-
ocratic administration to select that
material and none other a8 the im-
plements of reform; they do not.
Let me ws&rn men  agsingt those
who assume to be above the homely
virtues and common frailties of our
race, and wha affect to inhabit the
untrodden altitudes of a world differ-
ent from the one where our Creator
has placed us, and deny being of the
ea:l-_tt_ earthv{: _ A man _tt;)o good in
16ics or religion (is quite as répre-
Kgnaibleae one too bad,. and I am
uite sure he isa ter nuisance,
the moat part they are men who
have failed in securing the objects of
their own ambition, and may be de~
scrilipd either as political old maids

-whose blood has turned to vinegar
thow

a failurg to secure lovers before

unappreciated charms had fled, or as
the grass widows of politics'who have
falled to retain the lovers they had
won by artifice and fraud, They are

men who desire to conduet politi

‘without the aid of politicians; who

to operate mechanies is to work with:
out implements; :
Lat such in God's nime on fine wheat be fed,
And let us honest.Democrats eat barely bread.
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E. M. ANDREWS,
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05
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