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“povellst, but more a propa-
far t’ﬂ a reformer than
d ‘at his detractors
. him the right to
&8 the vehicle for soclal
p;rnul employlng it for
no power of criticism
“him £ his purpose,
[EMENDOUS TASK.
vislon ol the truth’™
say®, “must have been
1 the earllest time
! imediately following the
the empire, during which he
f to the tremendous task
pped out. No finer acl of
‘and confidence, 1 think, In
An the history of Leuerm The
‘sympathy with him returns
to the great wonder
somelhing so stronge
something =0 Rugust.
i and carried out almost
threshold of manhood, the
Ject, the work of a lifetime,
o . hand its Inevitable
W, and yet speaks In the same
¢ its admirable, its almost un-
i b strength The strength
} In the

yOuUng man's very person—
pter, hig will, his ssion,
temper, his aggressive lips,
shoulders, and overweening
his weakness was In that
: of life from which he
id not te suffer, from which he
suffered, on the surface, re-
lttle, and and frem which
5 never to suspect, I judge, that

p had suffered at all”
B8 must needs go back to Balzac's
HComedle Humalne” to find a
mplished by one single man
with the one Zola aet he-
re hii in writing his “History of
 Rougon-Maoquart Family.” It is
ply & matter for wonder, as has
sald, that & young man of extra-
! brajn and Indomitable pur-
wishing to give the measure of
endowments in a plece of work
solid, conceived und sat
down to Le Rougon-Macquart, rather
then to an equal task In physics,
wmtics, politics, economirs. Some
- , of the enormity of the tusk and of
character of Zola's supreme effort
' use the novel as an intrument of
sootal reform may be gulned by an
! of this serles, taken f{rom

| lly's “Emll Zola.”

LA FORTUNES DES
ROUGONS."

In “La Fortunes des Rougons” (I, the
deacribes the origin of the
; and the Macquarts. One
"~ Adelalde Fouque, & woman of hysteri-
ol pature who eventually goes mad,—
3 of disorders being trans-

a tin ;
! e
hd

to most of her descendants,—

lque, the
1 of their
blood appedrs who is all purity and
eandor. She comes " upon the scene,
precissly at this moment, Lo empha-
slge the author's conviction that, what-
aqver he have had te depict In
his solicitude for truth, all ls not vice,
dogradation, and materiallam, that
there are othér aspirations in life be-
sideés the tthirst for wealth, anjoyment
and power, And here, Loo, the priest-
‘hood 1s shown in its betler aspect; the
Abbe Cornille, the proud, heart-
en Bishop d'Hauteeour, in con-
trast with whom the scheming, un-
gscrupulous Abbe Faujas appears in the
next section of the series,
MNOL. Vi~"LA CONQUETE DE
PLABBANS.”

This 18 “La Conguete de Plassans’
(V1) which retains one In the pro-
vinces (whither one la carried from
Parls tn '"Le Reve'') and one is con-
fronted by a carefully painted ploture
of middie-class soclety In a small town,
this in ite turn contrasting with the
previous pletures of life In Paris. And
now the baleful resulits which may
attend mariages between cousina are
exemplified. Marthe Fougon has mar-
rled Franclos Mouret, and both have
Inherited lesions from thelr common
ancestress, Adelaidé Fouque. Omne of
their children, Delslree, physically
strong and healthy, I|s mentally an
“Innocen::” and they themselves are
unhinged, the workings of their hered-
ity being accentusted and hastened
by the wiles of Fauujas, the priest who
galns access to thelr home, He I8 a
gecret agent of the Imperlal govern-
ment, and thus one again sees the
Emplre at work In the provinces, utll-
Izing the clergy to enforce s au-
thority, and as often as not betrayed
by It. In the end all collapses. The
maddened Mouret sets fire to his home
and perishes In the flames wilth Abbe
Faujas, while Marthe dles of a disorder
springing from her Inherited hysteriu.

VOL. VII-"POT BOUILLE."

The career of the Mourets’ cldest son,
Octave, Is next followed, firat through
the pages of "Pot Boullle" (VIL) In
which he appears as -a kind of modern
Don Juan, & Don Juan stripped of
all poetry, nll glamour, n sensunlist of
our great cities, the man who prowls,
not among the unhappy creatures of
the streets, but among the women of
outward respectability who may help
him to sequire position apd fortune.
The scene le laid In a houses of the
Rue de Choiseul, iri the centre of Paris;
and all around Octave: gravitate de-
praved, venal, egotistic sud sickly
belngs, adulterous househoids, unscru-
ptjous match-making mothers, demi-
vierges, who wlll only marry for
money, dowry-hunters, slatternly ser-
vant glrls, and that type of the middle-
class debauchee who makes those girls
his prey. And the pleasing figures In
the work are few—poor old Jusseraud,
for Instance, and the charming Madame
Hedouin, with the preosperous author
on the first floor, who drives in his
carriage and has two handsome chil-
dren.
VOL.

VIIL.—"ATl BOBNHEUR DES

DAMER."

In “Au Bonheur des Dames,” (VIILL)
Octave Mouret appedrs agaln, a sensu-
ullst still but also a man of enterprise,
at the head of a"Grand Magusin de
Nouveautes," a temple of templtation,
which revolutionizes trade and panders
to the feminine love of finery. Here the
bourgeoisle s shown elbowing the
class Imediately below It, a world of
employes, clerks, shopmen and shaop-
girls, whose lives, Hkewlse dre full of
evil, But agualn a girl of admirable
rectitude, Denise Boudre, comes for-
ward to lllumine the novelist's pages
and redeem and enndble the man who
has hitherto regarded her sex us an
Instrument or a toy.
VOL. 1X—"LA FAUTE

MOURET ",

In “La Faute de VI'Abbe Mouret,”
(1X,) the battle Is again one between
woman, love, and man; but a new fac-
tar appears—religlon—for Sopge, Oc-
tnve's brother, 18 a priest, bound by the
untintural vow of his culling, one of

DE L'ABBE

- ﬂ'ﬂ- & man named Rougon, pid on
death lives with another named

‘ Macquart. By the former she has
. 'mop, Plerre Rougon; by the Iatter a
. son, Antonine, and a daughter, Ursule
Macqquart. This daughter marries o
hatter named Mouret, and thus at the
_outset of the series the second genera-
" tiom of the family is shown divided in-
to three branches.
eration it Increases to eleven members;
4n the fourth, to thirteen. In the
“fifth It dwindles, its vitlated energies
- now belng largely spent. and though
there are indlcations of Its continu-
in sundry children who do not

on the scene, the hope of

tlion rests virtually in only one

& boy three months old when the

finally descends. In "La For-

des Rougons,”” then, we are shown

| Adelaide Fouwque, her children and

of thelra, all more or less poverty-

gken and striving for wealth, which

: with the founfdation of the Hec-
Empire. The sacene s Ilnid at Plus-

s, and one sees the imperial reglme
there by craft and blood-

GENE ROUGON."
comes “Son Excellence Eugene
", (JL) which carries one to
‘M the fortunes of the eldest
brothers, first an advo-
and . -at last an all-powerful Min-
’ are ‘followed In offi-
-~ @nd  politieal cireles. The court
‘Napoleon II1 appears at the Tuiler-
; :Irulmlonﬁ meets,
n tallan ad-
Clonide Balbl—suggestive
: ‘Countess de Castig-
fith & mother reminiscent of
de Montijo. And in other
Of the wonlume the scheming
g of the reign, the official
corruption, are traced for

L

& TII AND IV~“LA CUREE"
") AND ‘L'ARGENT."

iree” (TIL) follows and one
lsmnmpm n's yr.:;ngr
W asum e
‘Saceard. With him the
‘the great rush for the
néw regime. A passion
joyment aaln:‘: on
1 % m 4m_
of reckless speculn-

the transforma

In the third gen- |

ek

hystericul, mystical temperament also,
enslaved by the superstitions of his
creed, In his forsaken church, amld
A semi-savage, brutlish peasantry, he
long strives to resist the cry of nature
| But she at lust wassortg her might, and
[ 1the novellst carries the reader Into the
enchanted garden of the Paradon,
where love reéigns suproeme, Yetr the
golden hours are brief: the priest Is
recalled to his religion of death, and
he cunnot resist the calls, for all the
| training of years which has confirmed
and Increased his mystica! tendency
comes buack, and he I8 helpless. Thus
the natural life {8 forsaken for the
illuslons and dogmne of a creed: and
Albine, whom Serge has loved, ir left
forlorn with her unborn buhe, to e
down and dle amdd the perfume of the
flowers with whivh she has strewn her
bed. .
VOL, X.—"UNE PAGE D'AMOUR."
After that battle with nature and
love, there come a companion pleture
| the face of Helene Mouret In “Une
Page d"Amour,” (X.) She has hithe:
to led un absolutely blameless life, but
u sudden passion sweeps her off her
feet. A tragic sombreness atlenda the
epismle. No glamor is cast over wo-

| is due.

man's fratity in Zola's pages. It Helene
tastes an hour of intoxication she s
punished for it as frightfully as anv|
novellst  could desire. Jeaune, heri
foudly loved daughter, who is devoured
by Jealous hysterin, dles ns the result
of her lapse, and It is only afterwards,
in plty as {t were, that Helena Is
granted the chance of begloning her|
life afresh.
VOL. XI—'LE VENTRE DE PARIS"
Lisa Macquart supplles the next
volume of the serles, “Le Ventre de
Parls,” (XI,) which carrieg one through
and around the greut markets of the
French metropolls, as well as into
the fine pork-butcher's shop, which
Lisa: keeps with her husband, Quenn.
The chief figure of Lthe story is Quenn's
brother, the unhappy Florent, who has
escaped from Cayenne, and whom Lisa,
that comfortable egotist, ends by be-
traylng to the authorities. For that
ultra-rightepus deed—counseled by
Lisa's confessor—one  [s consoled hy
the presence of honest Madam.: Fran-
¢ols and of Cadine, the Htt'e flower-
girl, and Marjolin, her youthful lover,
whose smile brightens muny a page.
VOL.. XIIL—LA JOIIE DE VEVUR."
in “La Jole d¢ Vivre,” “(XIL)
1 , whose nature I8 go Aifs
“that of her mother, Tisa,
: egotiam in her composition;
: “néver betray anybody; she
-llhgn devotion and self-sacri-.
ce. W ‘.hm- we are carried to the
b AILL . 1 :

|and a drama of savage greed and egot-

| belng no longer able to till his felds

3

it
llem. - At first APPERre
ggeous anild ber misfortunes that one
éan readily grant her the compas-
slondte sympathy accerded lo every
trusting woman whom a coward aban-
dons. There séems hope for her ut the
outset of her marriage with Coupeau;
4 possibility, too, that she may prove
successful when, Industrious and ¢ner-
etie, she starts her little isundry
usiness. But her husband's lazy,
drunken ways recoil on her, the return
of the rascally Lautler completes her
misfortune, and then she rolls down
hill, to die at last of starvation.
VOL. XIV—"L'OEUVRE,

Nana already appears in her chlld-
hood and her youth in the pages of
L' Assommoir,"” but Zola does not puss
direct from that work to the later ca-
reer of Gervaise's daughter. He first
takes Gervalse's elder children, her
sons by Lautler and "L'Oveure” XIV.
unfolds the painful story of Claude, the
painter, & gllmpse of whom has been
given previously In “Le Ventre de
Parie.” Agaln in “L'Ocuvre,’” one finds
a record of downfall, but, whereas in
“L'Assommolr'” it has largely resulted
from environment and clrcumstances,
It now proceeds more directly from an
evil heredity. Claude stands virtually
on the border llne that purts insanity
from genlus, and thus in his career, the
old hypotheses of Moreau of Tours,
and those subsequently snunciated in
dngland by Nesbit, might find play.
In the end, after a life of confiict and
misery, Insanity triumphs and Claude
destroys himself. His (ale, as one has
stated previously, is linked with a ple-
ture of the French art-world.

‘VOL. VX.—'LA BETE HUMAINE."

In these last sections of Zola's serles
the march of degenerescence is has-
tened; downfall follows downfall; be-
fore long that of indlviduuls Is to be
succeeded by 4 supreme collapse, that
of the regime under which they live.
Thus after “L'Oeuvre,” comes
Bete Humalne” (XV), Claude's brother
Jucqgues, an engine-driver, In whom a
murderer appears amoeng the Rougon-
Macguarls, The hereditary virus,
transmitted ftrom Adelaide Fouque, has
turned In him Lo an Insensate craving
for woman's blood, and, frankly, his
story s horrible. At the same Lime,
while one follows the growth of his
abominable disease, many a vivid page
arests attentlon, awful, yet a master-
plece of colloquial narrative and tull
of a penetrating psychology, ls Sev-
erine's account of the murder of Presi-
dent yrandmoin, very human |8
Jacques' love for his engine, La Lison;
and striking are the plctures of Lhe
snowstorm, the raflway accldent, and
the death of Jacques and the stoker
Pecqueux, at the end of the volume,
when thelr train, crowded with sol-
diers, Is meen rushing driverleas, like
some great, maddened blind beast, to-
wards catustrophe and annihilation.

VOL. XVI—-"GERMINAL.”

Next-—the story of Gervaise's third
son, Etienno, s unfolded in “Germinal”
(XV1), this agaln o lale of the work-
ers, the hurdships, the misery, the de-
griduatlon of the sweated tollers of the
coal-pits, who sare maddened by want
to revolt. And then, of course, they
are shot down by the soldiers at the
disposal of the capitalists who batten
on the sufferings of labor. A tributle
of compassion, & call for justice, a cry
for warning to the rich and powerful—
such, ag Zola himself sald, as "Germin-
al.," Those who wonder at the hatred
of the workers for those above them,
at the spread of soclallsm throughout
Frunce, need merely read hls pages to
understand why and how such things
have come to pass.

VOL. XVIL—"NANA."

But “Nana" (XVIL) now confronts
the reader, He has just passed through
the world of labor: drunkenness, deg-
rudation, Insanity, c¢rime, revolution
have been Indlcated sucocessively as
resuitants of the condition of the
masses; and here comes another prod-
uct of an evil soclal system, the low-
born harlot who, lilke an unconscious
Instrument of retribution, ascends from
her native dung-heap to polson the
bourgeoisie and aristocrucy—the rulers,

ereafl
afresh and together, &

sted by the fatality.
:J‘on"bmhc? roshes
blindly slsys him.

VOL. XX.—"LE DOCTEUR PASCAL.”
At last comes “Le Docteur
(XX), .the sealous n!:rin whe
in judgment on his family. You

him among his documentis,

dence, explaining the heredity of one
and another relative, e undh the
whole theory of atavism which under-
Hes Zola's series. The old

Adelaide Fouque, 1s stil] all a cen-
tenarian, mad, confined for YOAars
In a lunatlie asylum. Her son, Antoine
Macquart, also survives, still an un-
scrupulous knave and. s oconfirmed
drunkard, until spontaneous combus-
tion destroys hi while hemorrhage
carries off little Charles, the last dell-
cale degenerate scion of the exhausted
stock, Pascal himself would seem to
have escaped the hereditary taint; but
after & long life of oelibpey, spent in
the study and practioe of medicine, hla
passions awaken, and he falla in love
with Clotllde, his niece. He strives to
overcome that passion, he wishes to
marry the girl to his friend Ramond,
but she will not have it so, and In her
turn becomes a temptress. Then the
Impetuous blood of the Rougons mas-
ters them both, and they fall into each
other's arms. Previously, old Madame
Felicite, Pascal’s mother, has tried to
upe Clotilde as an instrument to effect
the destruction of the documents which
the doctor has oollnted. for the family
would be dishonoréd should they ever
see the light., The girl has also tried
to convert Pascal to her own religious
views; but all in valn, A period of
delirlous folly ensues. Pascal turns
prodigal In his old age, and |s at last
brought to ruin by a dishonest notary.
Then Clotilde and he have to part, and
he dles, struck down by heart disaase,
The young woman survives with a
child, his son and hers, who, perhaps,
may yet rejuvenate the dwindling
race. And we see her nursing her babe
and indulging In a thousand hopes, as
the curtaln at last descends on the his-
tory of the Rougon-Macquarts,

TO THE REPORTER.
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New York Sun.
No rhyme immortal has been writ

To them—the chaps that choose for us
And polish with thelr ready wit

The best of all the news for us.

’I‘hmus[r:l raln or shine, through heat or

cold,
They're always on the jump for us;

And be they young or they old,
They're all teo glad te hump for us.

A murder case or sulcide,
They jot the detalls down for us;
The debutante or blushing bride—
They photogrnph her gown for us,

The battle's roar brings maught of fear,

They photograph the sound for us;
And our victories far and near

They make the pralse redound to us.
They eriticise the latest rlly

In paragraphs unlque for ums,

And if, perchance, our footuleﬁn
They help the “force' to seek f

stray,
or us.

They tell the poor man's sad, sad tale
In words that quite appeal to us;

And should we pass the soclal pals,
Our secrets they reveal to us.

They fill the papers night and day
With automoblle speed for us;

They tell us what the rich folks say,
And chronicle each deed for us.

They double lead strange tales of graft
In politics all gqueer to us;

And some times stigmatizse our eraft
With comments that adhers to us,

To seea n cloumn safely earned
They'll jump in any muss for us;

But where a story's not concerned,
They do not care a cuss for us,

The Last Recourse.
Philadelphia Public Ledger. '

“*No work,"” said the man, gloomily,
“and not & thing In the house to eat.
What shall we do?"”

“There Is nothing for us to do,” re-

the law-givers, to whom the existence
of that dung-heap and its evil ferments
In “"Nana' depravily corus- |
cates. Here |5 the so-called “life of |
pleasure” of the world's great citles, |

the life of Indulgence which recrults pect,

its wolarles among all the arlstocracies,
all the plutocracies, all the bourgeol-

plled hls wife, “but te take in board-

ers,"”

Read what Mr. L. A. Ames, of Pros-
Muine, says: “l have used
SEVEN BARKS for the past twenty

years and can honestly say it has sav-

gles, all the bohemias, To some, Nana |ed me many a doctor's bill. Have found

muy seem Lo be "a scourge of God'—
assuredly the world's Nanpas hnva|
wrought more evils than jts Attilas— |
“a punishment on men for thelr lewd
and lawless sensuality. “In Zulas
Jages one does nol wilness merely the
ruln and disgrace of the professedly
profligate, one secs also how patural,
vouthful desire when expoged to temp-
tation may ripen Inte depravity and
end In misery. One sees, again, the
reflex action of libertinism on marriea
Hfe—how wives end al thmea by fol-
lowing the example of their husbands,
und even “bettering the instructlon”
From first u stupendous warning for
both sexes, as great a denunclation ef
Lthe social evil us ever was penned.
VOL. XVIIL,—"LA TERRE."

But the scens changes, and In “La
Terre” (XVIL.) appears Jean Mac-
quart, soldier and artlsan, who be-
cuomes a peasant. He, though a broth-
er of Gervalse, has escaped the hered-
Itary talnt, I8 strong, senslble, hard-
working, a man destined, one might
think, to a life of useful and happy ob-
scurity. Bul fate casts him among the
Fouons, a family of untutored peas-
ants, barely ralsed above animality;

lam is unfolded around him. Old Fouan

himself, divides his property among his
children, who sgree fo make him an
allowance. But he 1s cheatad, Nll-treat-
ed, robbed of his savings by them, and
finally murdered by one of his sons.
That same son, Buteau, I8 consumed
by a ravenous earth-hunger, but ani-
mal desire Is also strong within him.
He 1s both enamoured and jealous of
his “wife's sister, Francoise, who |Is
Jean Macquart's wife, his passion for
her belng blended with a craving to
appropriate her land. At last she, by
violence, becomes his victim, and in a
struggle with her sister, who Is pres-
ent, is thrown upon a seythe and mor-
tally injured. That erime Is withessed
by old Fouan, and it is for fear lest
he should reveal it that he is stifled—
then burnt,

VOL. XIX.—"“LA DEBACLE."

DSrom “La Terre' Jean Macguart
se8 to “La Debacle” (XIX), for the
time has now come for the great smash-
up of that Empire all tinsel without
and all rottenness within. War ahd
invasion descend wpon France. Yom

Tollow the retreating soldlers from the |

‘that
where

it & most excellent remedy for Imdil-

gestion, Kidney Troubles, Loss of Ap-

petite and other {lls too numerous to
recount. I take pleasure In giving my
testimony In favor of your medicine.™
A bottle of SEVEN BARKS s a
family doctor always In the house. Its
use prevents and cures Dyspepsia,
Liver and Kidney Troubles, Constipa-
tion, Skin Diseases and Rheumatism.
EEVEN BARKS is purely vegetable
and is guaranteed to cure any of the
above diseases. For sale and recom-
mended by R. H, Jordan & Co.

GADEM

Tuesday December 20th.
Matinee and Night
SHEPARD'S

MOVING PICTURES
Prices: Matinee, 15 and 26¢.
Night, 26¢, 35¢, 50c.

RESEERS

brother and |'®

Evening Dresse
YOU WILL NEED THEM
DURING THE HOLIDAYS.

If that Crepe-de-Chine, Chiffon,
Bilk, Lace, Volle, Mull or any otfher
kind of dress is solled send it to.us.

We can Dry Clean it so nicely that
it will look like new or Dye it one of
those preity delicate Greens, Blues,
Lavenders, rich reds or any shade you
ke,

Our prices are the lowest consist-
ent with the best work,. You take
no risk In sending your garments
to us.

We clean Gloves for 10 cents.

QUEER GITY
S1eam Dyelng od Gloaning- Works

MRS. J. M. HESTER, Proprietreas,
Phone 246, 209 N. Tryon Btreet.

STIEFF'S

CAT

He is laughing because he
overheard several Christmas
secrets to-day.

There is nothing more ac-
ceptable than a Stieff Piano
for Christmas.

Stieff,

Manufacturer of the plano with the
weet Tone
|SOUTHERN WAREROOMS: 211-313
North Tryon street, Charlotte, N C.

C. H. WILMOTH, Mgr.

v
THE (OUPON ABOVE

LIQUOR, OPIUM,MORPHINE
AND OTHER NARCOTIC DRUG DISEASES,
THE TOBACCO HABIT#> NEURASTHENIA.

{ OR NERVE EXHAUSTION.
TERESTED FILL OUT, CUT OUT. AND

MA/L

OWNEY’S
CANDIES

~ Imperial Work Baskets,
Silk Boxes.
Haansom;st Line Ever
rought to City:
Incomparable Ohr{vltmu
Presents.

W. L. HAND & CoO.

Leading Druggists

» Cor. College and Trade Street.

HYGIENIC PINE MATTRESS

Mek Your Dealer

PINE

against all
TRADE MARK WEQIOTERED

HYGIENIC

MATTRESS
“NATURE'S YEGETABLE
CURLED maIR™

Possessing (he Health 0!
Properties of the Prna 'r"nla!

A Natural Protection

— “Nature's Vegetable Curled
Halr.”

Possessing the health-
glving properties of the pine
tree.

A natural protection
against all vermin.

Take it and sleep on it and
if not satisfactory return to
dealer at our expense. We

Vermin |cenovate this mattress free

Look for *hia Label

of charge for you at any
time. , oy

The W. C. Thomas Mattress @o.

Manufacturers.

Factory Seventh Street

and Southern Rallway.

'PHONE 885.

DIANOND DAY

Every day is DIAMOND DAY
with us. We have a selection
of gems that cannot be sir-
passed for brilllancy. Every
stone we sell has our guaran-
tee with It. Invest In one of
our Rings or Brooches for
& Christmas present and you
are sure te please the recip-
fent. The largest assortment
of aseful holiday presents In
the State.

Garibaldi & Bruns.

DO NOT FORGET TO ASK
FOR COUPONS WHEN

A Brooklyn Blue
Flame Oil Heater
is just thet ing
to make your
bath room coms
fortable. It's
portable andcon-
venient -perfects
Iy safe.

o
J .N. McCausland & Co

LIBRARY VOTING
TICKETS.

YOU PAY CASH.

THE STATE’S

SEAL STAMPS APPROVAL

"THE

" Is North Carolina's
Greatest Financial
1].lllti(utit:'.l:‘l:l. PR

___—?_—_—__#
Selected by the State of North Garoilna

As the depositary for the security given by the How-
land Improvement Company for the lease of the

» Atlantic and North Carolina Railroad. -

it s absolutely responsible.
- 1t jives to exscuts the

It {s managed with conservatism &nd
It s known to Le all right in every way,

months).

trust dntil the end of the lease (30 years snd 4
dnd wisdom. i "

¢ LA “e :




