wumwamm “A Study in Scar-
ML, “The Hound of The Baskervilles” “Beyond the Clty,” Eid.

1 have it now in a very safe place near

Lyndhurst."” o

“And what then, master-bowman?
asked Hawtayne. *° 8t. Christopher!
goodly life which

CHAPTER XXIL

How the Bowmen Held Wassall at
X the “Rose De Guienne.”

“Mon Dieu! Alleyne, saw You ever so
Jovely a face? cried Ford as they hurried
along together. “SBo pure, so peaceful
und so beautiful!”

And the

it is indeed u fair nn!
you have chosen, for you gather up the
#poll aa a Warsash man fur.herl Iohslrru{
without grace or favor from any man.

“You are right, master-shipman,” sald
another of the older wrchers. "It Is un

“In sooth, yes. hue of lhcinld bowyer's rede that the second feath- |
skin the most perfect that ever 1 saw, | er of a fenny goose s better than the
Marked you also how the hair curled | pinton of & name one. Draw on, old lad,
round the brow? It was woander fine.’’ fur 1 hmve come between you and thw

“Those eyes, tou!”" cried Ford, “How t'leul n
clear and how tender—simple, and yet “On we went then,” sald Aylnnrd ﬂf
so full of thought!’ ter o long pull at his hlnck-jack. “Ther

“If there was o wrakness (U was In the | were some slx Lhousand of us, with lhr-|
chin,” said Alleyne, rinees and his knights, and the feather.

“Nay, | saw none.” ed upon a sutler's mule In the centre,
“It was well curved, We made great havoc in Tournine, uniil

“Most duintily so.” we ciame  inte Romorantin,  where 1

“And yel- - chuanced upon & gold chaln and two

“What tiien, Alleyne? bracelets  of Jasper, which were stolen
flaw in the sun?” from me the same day by A hlank-eyed

“Well, bethink you, Fnord, weneh from the Ardemnes. Mon  Dieal |
more power and expressinn there are some folk wha have no fear of
ut Intn the fure by a long Iomiesday In them, and no =ign of grace

rard Y’ in thelr wouls, for ever clutching  and

“Holy and clawing ut another's chattels.

‘Hut thn 1!!{!“". Aylward, the battle!™
“ r‘!N. seviral, amid a burst of langhter.
Tita"'* | 1 ecome to L. my Young War-pups
| Well, then, the King of Frapce had fol-

Inwed us with ffty thousand men, aned
he made great haste to centeh us,  lat
when he hind us he scarce knew whal
tor de with un, for we weore so drawn
up wmong hedges  and  vineyiards  thit
they could nol come nlgh us,  save by
ane lnne. On bath  sidos were prehers
men-at-nrmd und knights behind, and in
Cthe ventre the buggage. with my feathe
er_hed upon u wutler's mule. Threo hun-
Ared chosen knlghts came siralght for
wndd, Indeed, they were very brove men,
but sueh o dreift of arrows met Ui thit
fow e back, Then eame the Giermane,
and they also fought very bravely,
thist sne ar two broke through the prol-
com ot cume ns far ws the feather
gt all too no purpose, Then out rales oor
wwn little hothead with the patih over
ne lele 4y ind my Lol Audley with  his
f ‘[ngln; from  the tavern apon (he four Cheslilre sguires, and w few athers
right, with shouts of laughter  and of ke kidoey, and after them swent the
stamphmg af feet, Passing under a low pelpee and Clhandos, aml then the wlsle

. and down o stone-tlagged passage, throng of ux, with axe nnd sword, for

found themselves m a long, narrow we had shot away our arrows, Ma foo!f
hall Ut up by @ palr of blazing toarches, 0 was o foollsh thing, Tor wo cime Trom
one at elther ensd. Trusses of straw had rhe hedges, and there was  paught  to
been thrown down along the walls, and goard the baggage had they ridden cogml
molining on them were gome twWenty of Jehind us But all went well with us,
thirty archores, wll of tne Company, thelr and the King tuken, and HELhe Hob
steel capa und jacks thrown o their ! by Withstaff wnd [ fell In with & wain
tunics open. and  Their  great Hmhbse | swith twelve frkineg of wine for the
sprawling upon the clay fMoor. At every  king's own table, and, by my hilt! If
map's elbow wtood his leathern bluek- | von ask o me what happened  after that,
Jack of brer, while at the further end | [ ecannot answer you, nor can little Hob
& hogehend with Itw end knocked In | by Withstufl oither."”
rmmllod un abundant wuppty [or the “Aud next duy”

uture. Behind the hogshewd, on oo hindf "Ry my fabth! we did uot tarry long, but
eglrcle of kegs, hoxes ang rode seltles, we hied hock o Bordennx,  where  we
Sat Avlward, John, Biacw Bhnoo  wnd  came oo wafety with the King of 1Franes
three or four other leaaing o 0 of the s also the featherahsl [ osold iy spoil
archers, tugether with  Goodwin Haw- gnes gureons, Tor a8 many  olid pleces
tayne, the master-shipmun, who had left w1 oconld hold my hufken, amd for
his yellow cog in the rlver to have o list o seved dinvn 1Ol twelvis wax cundlas

us® with bLix friewds of the Compuny. [ upon the wltar of 81, Andrew IF e

rd and Alleyna  tonk thelr wents he- | forget the blessed when things are well
tween Ayiward and Blaock Blmon, witho | with sou, they are very lkely to forget
put thedr entrunce checklng in any de | vou when von have deed of theo, T have
gree the hubbuh which was going on " af oo hundeed ol nineteon

“Ale, mex cumarides™ cried the how- ! ponuds of wax agninat the holy Andrew
ma “ar ahall 1t be wipne® Nay, bt ye e wim e very Just mnan, T danlt
must have the oane ar the other. Here, thar T shindl have Tull weighl and
Jacques, thou limh of the devil. hring ire when | hiave mosl nevcd of 17
& battrine of the olidesl vernage, anid = e murter Aviwarid erivd n
that znu A not shake 1, Flast heard the | voung freshi-fuemd arebor ot the Tuet ber
nhewn?! jend of the rom, “what was this great

"Nay.,"” erivd the mquires toavt e abaut?

"Tlml we ure in hiave a brove tour- Why, you Jack fanl
m-r asbeoil Anve who should
“A tourney?” ol Frogee?

“Aye, lids For the Captat Adu Baeh 1 theught that
hith sworn thit lee will fired Nve knolghts as 1o wihae shond
from this sldde of the wator who will ride of 1hine
over any five Englishonen who sver throw oL come down to you, Silas, 1
bex over sadidle . and Chandes hath thken lay iny belt peross yoire shoalders™ A v)
Uy the «hallens wirh pnswered, ol o general o shoan of |

vl thie prinee hith
promised u golden vowe for the man whoo Losghiter Tt 00 b e young chijeke |
enm want o ronst when they dure cack. |

carries  hlmwell hest o g all the vourd
fs In 0 huzs dver 11 | B mninsr thelr olders. Tt Is lite, Hi.|
nIl the mon

"Why shoull the knlghits have
“tondd D UUN ey et s have anodlier song "

rport®™  growled  ITardl Jolin
rﬂ) not st nps e areheres far the L. e Arnclil  of Rawly  will
or of Anuitaine wa gl o wlve us any man b e

el af
“Or Nve meli-n i
mon Ny, w
“Hut wha are Tov nony
asked FHlowtaym harmd vipon
“There iire three T'<'-=lr-‘: h‘ll.n | |
T awn,'t L e il shore [y 1T

}.'I:;'I'“fill-iﬂ IhTH‘a' ;‘llllr'.l?lﬂ"l e, 1o wive Lo ..'-“'_‘ Melbs o Milfgn,*
and defluncers have alrepdy or. I yon wil] Flive Mrankln's Maly" ™
the only one miselng wing Bir Plondle Hodin osow the hpele of his hajud
vensholme, whoo d= 11 Nis L Taw el tiwesl hils WY n
swealing  #lokness L Rn of the velling, and llowed
to ground ™ v wliieh pardes Ehe Lo b g
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“Nry, the prinee wontit
e o to b tpnprbial of 1
Wllliarey Feltim e 1 1o
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“Hurrah o
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“Bo you oma T
"By my ten fngger beggs!
behind the pentan of 1) i
nre ke too wve all that
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garcnne vou o Leagl bt v v
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pelven where He will
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on the fare

A beard

Wha spoke of

“Who spoke of wught else?”
“It wan the picture of S5t Hemy,
of which 1 have heen discoursing,
“You nre Ilpdeed,” cried Pord,
ing, “a Goth, Vun, and Vandal,
the other hard narmes  which
man called us How could you
much of a smeuwr of plgimenls,  when
there was such a pletore painted by the
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But who s this?”
“If 1t plense yvou, slrs’”
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|#nd flery soldlers,

[the

| tuking part

rge
and all the eluster o
 whieh look upen
|er, there thronged an unceulu stream
of horsemen and of footmen, all coh-
verging upon the' great city, By the
morning of the day on whluh tbo caurses
were to run, not less than eigh
had assembled round the Illt.l l.nd
the low grassy ridge which looks down
upon the scene of the encounter.

t was, as may well be | ned, no
eusy matler among 80 many no ocAvVA-
llers to choose out five on either aside
who should have precedence over thelr
fellows, A score of secondary combats
| had nearly arisen from the rivalries and
hnd blpod created by the seiection, and

was only the influence of the prince
und the efforts of the older barons which
kept the peace among B0 Many eager
Not till the day befors
the ¢oursea were the shields finally hu
out for the inspection of the ladies an
the heralds, so that all men might know
the naumes of the chompions and have
opportunity to prefer any charge
dgalnst them, should there be stiln upon
them which should dluq]uallf:r them from

in w0 noble and honoravle
A ceremnny.

Bir Hugh Calverley and 8ir Raobert
Knollea had not yet returned from thelr
ridd Into the marches of the Navarre, a0
thut the English party were deprived of
twn of their most famous lances. Yet
there remulned sn many good names Lhat
Chandor and Felton, 10 whom the selec.
tionn had been referred, had many an
eirnest consultation, in which every feat
of nwrms and fallure or wuccess of each
candldate wns welghed and  balanced
against the rival claims of his compan-
long. Lord Audley of Cheshire, the hero
of  Poletlers, and Loring of Hn.mplhlrv
whn was held 1o he the second lance In|
the wrmy, wera cusily fixed upon. Then,
af the vounger men, #ﬂr Perey of l\nrlh.
unmibwrinnd, 8Bir Thomns Wauke of York
shire, and 8ir Willinm Beauchimp
Giloueestershire, were finally aelected
uphold the honor of England. On the
other mida were the veteran Captal de
Faeh and the hrawny Olivier de Clisson,
with the free companion 8Bir Perducas
dAThert, the valinnt Tord of Mucldent,
i Niglsmond von  Altenstadt, of the
Teutunle Order The older soldiers among |
the English shook thelr heads as they
looked npon the eaenteheons of these (.
mous wiirrlorg, for they were all  men
who had spent thedr Hves upon the aad-
e nwnd bravery and strength can
littles ngninst experience and wisdom
WHT,

Iy

John,"  sald  the |
prince ax he rode through the windin
strewetn on his way to the list, 1 shoul
hitv e heon glad to have asplintered a lance
L by, You have seen me hold a spear
since I had strength to 1t one, uand
should know hest whether | do  not
merit a4 place among  thle honorable
company,”

“I'here ls no beller seat and no truer
inee, sire,” anid Chandox, “but, If 1T may |
sy #0 without fear of offence, it were
nat titting thut you should Join In this
debute”

“And why, Sir John?"

CHecause, wlre, It s
Litke poirt with (Gascons
with Englieh ngninst (Gascons, see-
that you wre lord of both, We are
tun woll loved by Lthe (Gascons now,
it is bt the golden link of  your
Iy voronet which holds ug together,
It that be snapped I know  not what
wonlid follow

Hanpped, Bir
with iin angry

my falth! B8ir

nat for vou to
aguinst English,
vl

It
1l
il
Il'ilii-

John'" eriedd the princs,
#parkle in his dark eves,

Whnt manner of talk Is this?” You
spiak @8 though the alleglnnes of  oar
freapide werea o thing  which  might  he
thrown off or on ke w Mleon's jessel””

TWIh wosnrey llnek one uses wlip and
sire,"" mgd Chondos: “hut with
Lovse of hlood and spirit o good cavalier
gentle and woothing.,
thin forving. These folk are straongse
pley and you must hold their love,
as o oven hipve It now, for you will
frotie thelr Kindiess  wlhat oll the
nons In your army could not wring
them.”

“You o oare  over-
the prince nnewepedd,
aquestiong for pur o eounell chamber,
hoaw now, my hrathers of Spaln, and of
Majovea, whiat think you of this chol-
lenge 2

“I Ionk to see some handsone joist-
Ing,” wald Do Pedreo, who rode with the
Iing of Majorca upen the right ot the
prince, wlhilles Chpndor wis on the left,

iy Bt Janmes of Compogtella’ butl these
burgliers wonld bear some taxing. 8ev to
the brosideelotle  aned  velvet  that the
rogibes bear apin thelr backs! Ry my
tropthi" A they were my  subjecis  they
Avohed b gl cooiagh 1o weanr falding
Pl I C I TTTTT e I with them,
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Vi e Phaene o thal things are not
vrtiloeesd b this way bn Aqgultalne!”
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st cnmwersdd o gulekls far ®
ptievt Lol sprankg to e dark
e Fnglivie  prined Yot ke
oo a hime thnt I forget  wl
ame noet b very trath hoek
Svery lamd lnth  dnddeed  Ifa
vl maenners . but 1 opronaise vou,
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Tiar wny  ecaotnmmer s daughter
yau o mny  delgn e your

prinee
aver

HNAwWer-

awn humor'
VeIt there is

it sl

) the
St fhash
my
e
thiat |
e

Wl oSl

Ibmd after the hnvrying of

sire” andd the pripee  stil)

v Tim ool sueh o ns [ love to

vinrr s I have no taste fur

b antiure a8 you mgeak naf,
worn thet my  nawe  alinll

prdesd wothy that of Do womman v

lear wins

[ Pl e of
otk Pedeo, whih

triglitened  ut the

af Vet il posw eyt

ity af hils

e eesan

o hae

e ied
not,

AL ) frteean
e
1y

ikt welily 1 de
Jimes or - Ma-
Blerine vannde
pline kel
Ipather oxllh
he wihilspered;
Vivgin hnve e,
i
the wiher nnswer
low tome. I 1 mles o
ik Lt the neext,
Fiir eonsln, " he vontin.
The prames, “these i
srens and Justy bowmen. [t
Pawedd dnedessad tov tmnntel Clgenn,
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will, 1T sloubt not, |
bk upon my throne wien
Pl But el me, dear cosx,
W next, when we luiyne
Ltstirdd  Menry  from  the
vl whieh e hath fllched?™
W mhull then compel the King
ettt place our good  frlend
lvr James  of  Marjoes  upon
Fooine
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hand "

Yt wny breads birnther
pelnee e eyver Kindling at the thought
CMethinke e owe _enuld do anyt hing
more pleasing to Oue Lady than to t'lrun
the Limheon Maonre out of the country,

“1oam with von, Edward, as true ans
Wttt to blnde. Hut, hy Bt Jnines! wa
«hnll not 1ot these Monrs munke mnook |
b oum froan oser the wen We ll'\llill l!kt‘
sllp und thrumt them from Afriea’

THy hiefivern, ves' rrird  the nrlnw-
At 11 08 the ddream of my heart that!
wilr Knglishh pennans shinll wave upEn |
the Mognt of (lives,
1er Mot over the holy oity.’

*Anil why not. denr coa? Your bow.
o have vlearcd & path to Parls, and
wlhin et :- derngnlem? Onee there, yYour
|||1|-t ||.u‘l rieat

Nuy ere I more (o be done,” erisl
the gprinee, earrbd nway py the ambij-
therns dreming “There I still the ity of
Cotimtantine to be tuken, and war (o be
wiwdd nguinst the Boldan of Damascun,
And beyond him wenin thers (8 tribute
to be Jvied from the Cham er "l’nrnm-y
and from the kingdom of Cathiy,
Jolin, what say you? Can wea nolt go ax
fur epstward as Richurd of - the Lion
Heart 7

“Old Jolm will bjde at llom.,
wdd the rugged poldier, ‘;Br'

. ‘ﬂ

ue. | a8 I am
1 wlmm;‘uh 1o
mare e ’ !
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und the flons and

Mpllby

men-a
numm the lists seemed but a

NArrow of green marked out with
banners streamers, while & gleam of
white with a flutter of pennons at elther
end showed where the marquees were
pitehed, which served as the amnlns
rooms of the combatants, A puth

been staked off from the city gute to the
stands which had been erected for the
court and the nobility. Down this, amid
the shouts of the enormous multitude,
the prince cantered with his two at-
tendant kings, his high officers of siate,
and his long train of Jords and ladles,
courtiers, counsellors aund soldlers, with
toss of plume and flash of jewel, sheen
of sllk and glint of gold—as rich and
allant @ show as heart could wish. The
ead of the cavalcade had reached the
lists ere the rear had come elear of the
city gate, for the fairest and the bravest
had assembled from !l the broad lands
which are walered by the Dordogne and
the Guaronne. Here rode durk-browed
cavallers from the sunny south, fiery
sojdiers frofn Gascony, graceful courtiers
of Limousin or Bainionge, and gallant
._;nung Englishmen from bLeyond the seas,
} fere too were the beautiful brunsttes of
the dironde, with eyes which out-flashed
thelr }qwall. while heslde them rode
thelr blende wslsters of Hngland, clear
cut and aqulline, swathed In swang’
down and ermine, for the air woas bit-
|Ing though the sun was bright, Blowly
the Jong and glttering train wound Into
|the lists, untll every horse had been
tethored by the varlets in walting, and
every lord and lady scated In the long

and velvet and blazoned arme, on elther|
side of the centre of the arena.

The holders of the lists occupled the
|end which was nearest to the clly
|gute, Thers, In front of thelr respective
pavillions, Hew the mirtiets of Audley,
jthe roses of loring., the scarlet bars of
Wauke, the lion of
[stiver' win 8 of e Henuchamps, each |
supported a squire clad in hanging
| green stufl to represent so many Tritons,
wnd bearing a huge conch-shell in their
left hands. Behind the tents the great
witr horses, arme«l ut ull polnts,
ed and reared, while thelr masters sut
lut the doors of their pavillions, with
| thelr helmets upon their knees, chatting
(as to the order of the day's doings.
|l-.m:1f-h archers amd men.at-arms  had
mustered ut the end of the lists, but
| the vast majorily of the sSpeclRLOTR were
in favor of the attacking party, for the
had declined In popularity ever
since the bltter dispute us to the aiapns-
wl nf the rovual captive after the battle
of Poletlers, Henee the appliuse was by |
| means general when the herald-at-
iarms  proclalmed.  wflter w flourish of
| trumpets, the nomes and styles of the
| knlghta who were prepared for the hon
or qf thelr country and for the love of
thelr lndies, to hold the feld agninst all
who might do them the favor to Tun &
course with them. On the other hand,
A denfening burst of cheering
the rival hernld., who, advanecing from
the other end of the hsts, rolled forth
the well-known titles of the five famous
wnrrints who had wocepted the deflanee,

“Falth, John,” said the  prines, it
rounds a8 though you were right, “Ha!
my Krace DVArmagoom It seems
our friends on this = will not gricve
If our Englilsh chumiplons lose the day.**

“It may be ko, &ire the Giagcon nohle-
mun answered, 1 have Httle doubt that
In Bmithfield ar st Windsar an English
crowd would favor their own country-
men,”’

Ry my
the prince, langhing
FEngllsh archers gt vonder end nre
lowing though they woukld
mighty nsultitwde 1 fewr
tov =hioul owver
my gold vase has small
crogsing  the water, Whut
Jolin?
tily wingly not
three courses, =ire. aml the \'|l't0'll?
rest with that porty which shall
won the greater nutnhbir of conrses,
e eontlnuing 111 ane or
the vantnge (RE whi  warries
best of the victors hath the prize, and
he who i judged heat of the other por
tvy hath & jJeweled clasp. Shall [ order
that the Hikits sotind, sire?’

The prince gwidoof. amnd the trampets
rang out, whil the champions  rode
forth one aflter the other, ench mesting
hia opponent o the cenlre of the lsts
Sir Willlame 1o bomp went down bies
foore the practeasl binee of the Captal
de Buech. Sir Theonas Perey won
vientage over Lol of Musident,
lovrd Audley strock Bir Perduens VAl
bert from the sulelle, “Phe burly e Clise
woott, however, poniored Lhe llopes of Lie
nttackers o leatng to the ground Sir
Thomps  Wiks i Yorkhsire | 1ar,
Lhere was Httle to choose bhetwlst ehal-
tengers ol clindlenged.

“By Boaint James of Santlagn!™
won Pedra, wlith oo tnge af color
hism putle o hivebis win whin will
@ o omowl potahle contest ™

“Who comnes e xt for Koaglaned, Johp
asked the prinee dnow volee which qulv-
ered with excltement

“Hir Ngel Loring of Hompshice,
“Hal he ds ooonkan of good couriagse,
rlr.ulul in the use of wll wedpons ™

‘e is indeed, sire, But his vyes, lke
my own. are the worde for wars, Yol he
can e or play Lis pnrt at hund-strokes
an mervily ws everre. Tt was he, sire, who
won the golden  crown which
Pldlippar, your roval mother gave,
jonsted Ffor by wll the knights of Eng

nlois. T hiave
Cantle there s

beneath the

fuith!
fir n lew
twl=
as
thut they
this Jour.
Prig.-
Are

ney
(TEYR] BT )
thie eoneditlions,
“They wre (o

or

lrsg

n\l'
enct

upon

mire
and

At ‘Pwynham
whivh Kiaans
prizes.”
VINe may

heard Lhal
i huffet
welght of hie

“1 pray that my
wnld the prinee
Her of @3orimany,
Hke o mun
hardiness. Tat them
econirses,  For the  lsmne
Tanig ugwonr v ™"

AN the piney spoke,
[ishy of trampets and
Chinmean |||r|~_ Pl
wnts rode gollantly

Join them,™
Flut here Ix the ecavi
atel by oy sanl!  he
of greal wvalor
run thelr full three
Is over-gresat (o

amid n foud flongr-
the shoutlng of
lant of  the sl
imta the lists. He wis
ioman -.r groat =lze, elad In balek or-
e withonl  Llazonry or  orngment  of
any Wind, for all worldly display was for.
tldden by the rodes of the mtlitery biroth-
erhiood 1o which he helonged. No
o nobloy Muttercd from  his pliln
Ing mnlade. ol evon his lance was
veld of  the vustomary  bandemie
white mantle Nuttered behind him,
the left side of which was marked the
broad bluck vross pleked dut with sllver
which war the well-known lm{iur ol Lhe
Teutonl: Order. Mounted u n horse
us lovge, an bluck and an nrhllldlnl na
himiself, bt cantered slowly torward,
'with none of thase prancings and gum-
bades with which o cavaller was necus-
tomed to show his command over his
churger. Gravely and sternly he inclined
liim hesd to the prince, and took hin
'plave ut the further end of the arena.
e had scarce done so before Bir Nigel
rode  out  from the holders’ enclosury,
and  galloping at full speed down Lhe
lintw, drew hig charger up before (he
einee’'s wtand with u jerk which threw
I back upon s haunches, With white
Lwrmor, bhlnsoned shield, and plume pf og-
ftrieh festhers from his helmet, W cur-
[rind himsell in so fuunty and joyous
fushlon, with 1lossing peémnon and cur-
lvetting eharger, that a shout of nprluu--
irsn the full cleele of the arena. ith the
ralr of v man who hastes to 8 Joyous fes.
||l\n! he waved hils lance In salute, and
|ru-lnina the pawing horse round without
| permiftting  lie farefeet to  touch (he
| grownd, he hastened back to his station,
A great hush fell over the huge mul
| tlude ax the two last champlons fuced
leneh other. A double (ssue pecmed to
rept upon their contest, for their -
nonul fhme wus at stuke as well as their
party's hounor.  Hoth were fumous war.
rlors, but ws their exploity had  been
pertormed in widely sunderad countries,
they hnd never before been able Lo croas
lancew, A course belween such  men
woud have becn enough In  iteelf o
cnttme the keenest Intarest, apart  from
lin belng the crimis which would Adecide
who should be the viel of the day.
For n moment they waltéd-—thé German
wombre and collected, qulver-
ing In every fbre wi rmess and
I!ur)’ resolution. Then, " n 1
druwn_ breith from the lors, the
flo\v fell from the mamislls Illng and
he . two steel.clad b met Hke
thynder-olap in feont of the royal stinn,
The German, thoy _ for an
Inatant tnrgrvmthl it nl‘ nh-

man, appotieit so
the vigor that the laoe
flew tn

-

The ¢
'3 first was a knight in full aArmor, mounted

than |
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A | English ground once more.'
npan

chmn ’to
plause from
an omulous
who  pressed barriers,
nounved that lhc balance of yictory la ay
with the holders, Already the ten ¢
plons had momhlnd in front of tlm
rince  to recelve. his wward. when a
arsh bugle vall from the further end of
the lista drew all eyes to a new and
unexpeoted arrival,

CHAPTER XXIV..

How a I:.‘hamplon Came Forth from
the East.

The Bordeaux lists were, as has al-
ready been explained, situated upon the
plmlg nenrhthu‘r'::e:nu n those dmlu % s
caslons en ~ETOuUNn ron
of the Agm of Bt. A w's was deem-
ed Lo be too small to contain the crowd.
On the eastern side of thls plain the
w.aumr,r side sloped upwards, thick with
vines In suwmmer, but now ed with
the brown bare enclosures, ver the
gontly rising plain curved the white
road which leads Inland, usually flecked
with truvelers, but now with scarce a
II\IIlf form upon it, so completely had
the lislts drained all the districts of Ite
inhabltiints, Birange It was to see such
w vast concourse of people, and then to
look upon that broad, white, empty
highwany which wound away, bleuk and
diserted, untll It narrowed Itselfl to a
bure ulrﬂtk aguinst the distant uplands.
Shortly after the conteslt had Hun
any one looking from the Usts along those
rond might have remarked, far away In
the extreme distance, two brilllant nng
an
twingled In the bright shimmer of the
winter sun. Within an hour these had
become clearer and nearer, until they
might be ween to come from the reflec-
tior. from the head-pleces of two horse-
men who were riding at the top of their
speed In the direction of Bordeaux. An.
other half hour had brought them so
close that every point of thelr bearing
and eguipment could be discerned. The

;l}h Bn(ll.lh soldiers, wl
mce rror:etho vast crowd,

upon a brown horse with a blaze upon
hreast and forehend. He was na short
man of great breadth of shoulder, with
vizgor closed, and no blasonry upon his
simple white surcoat or plain  black
ahirld. The other, who wag evidently his
gquire and attendant, was unarmed save
for the helmet upon his breast, bul bore
In his right hand a very long»and heavy
niaken apear which belonged to his mast-
ar. In his left hand the squire held not
only the reins of his own horse but
those of a great black war-horse, fully
hnrnessed, which trotted along at his
side. Thus the three horses and thelr
twa riders rode ywiftly to the lists, and
it was the blare of the trumpet sounded
by the ulre as his lord rode Into the
vhich had brmoken In upon the
prize-giving and drawn away the atten-
tion and interest of the spectators,

“Ha, John!" ecried the prince, craning
hig neck, “who Iz this cavaller, und what
i It that he desires?’

“On my word, sire,'” replied Chandos,
with the utmost surprise upon his face,
“it is my opinlon that he Is a French-
nn. !

‘A F

“And

renchman!” repeated Don  Pedro.
how can vou tell that, my Lord
when he has nedther coat-ar-
crest or blazonry?
“Hy his armor, sire,
at eclbow and at shoulder than any of
Hovdeanx  or of England. [tallan  he
might he were his bassinet more sloped,
bt T will awear that those

which Is rounder

hine. Mere
eomes hig squire, however, and we shall
heinr what strunge fortune hath brought
the marches”

Ax ho spoke the attendant cantered up
| the grassy enclosure, and pulling up his
front of the royal stand, blow
i rnw-honed, switrthy-cheeked man, with
hlnck hrintllnu heard and A swiaggering
| henring, Mayving sounded hia eall, he
thrust the bugle into his belt, and, push-
ing his way bhetwixt the groups of Eng-
Hsh and of Gascon Kknlghts, he reined up

within a spear's length of the royal par-|a

Iy

I l’"'f"".”
vk, with
saqpulre and

he ahouted In & hoarse, thick
o strong Breton nceenl, “‘as
heruld from my master, who
ig a very vallunt pursulvant-of-arms, and
A Megeman to the great and powerful
Charles, king ot tne French,
master has heard that there 1s ljuu.-n-
ing here, and prospect of honorable ad-
vancement, #o0 he has come to ask that
some English cavaller will  wvousafe for
the Iove of his lndy to run A course with
sharpened lances with him, or ta meot
with sword, maece, battle-axe, or
dugger. Heo bade me say, however, that
wonld tight, only with a true English-
angd not wWith any mongrel who is
nelther English nor French, but speaks
with the tongue of the one and fights
under the hanner of the other.™

‘Kir'" ecried De ("lisson, with a wvolce
while his countrymen clapped
thelr hunds to thelr swords, The squire
howevir, tonk no notlice of thelr angry
fices, but continued with his master's

MRS e
“He v now ready, sire’” he sald, "al-
traveled many

belt s destrier Ly
and fast, for we were in

My

man

Ing."”
Y
the

come too late.” sald
‘weeing that the  prize is
awarded; yet 1 doubt not
these gentlemen will run a
the suke of honor with this

Ly Indeed
prince,

tn IF"
nne of

conitee for

‘And ak o the prize, sire,”” quoth 8ir
Nigel, 1 sm sure that T speak for all
when 1 say this French knight hath our
ledive to bear It away with him If he can
falrly win 1t.”

“liear word of this to your master,”
fald the prinee, “and ask him which of
these live Englishmen he would desire to
me el But =tay; your master bears no
cont-armor, und we have not yet heard
hin

"My muster, sire, is under vow of the
Virgin nelther o reveal his niume nor to
open his vizor until he I back upon

“Yet what assurance have we'' sald
the prince, “that this Is not some varlet
masnuernding In his master's harness, or
abme enltiff knight, the very touch of
whose lance might brlng infamy upon
th.. honornble gentleman?”

‘It I8 not so, sire,” cried the squire
carnestly, “There I8 no man upon earth
who would demean hlmnlf by breaking
i lnnee with my master.”

“You speak out boldly, squire,” the
prince answered; “but unless have
fome forther assmurance of your master's
nalile birth and gentle name I cannot
mateh the cholcest lances of my court

ninst him.*

ou refuse, sire?”

“I do refuse”

“Then, sire, | wne bidden to ask you
fromi my master whether you would eon.
sent if Bir John Chandos, upon hearing
my mastér's name, .h(m"ld you
thut he was inderd a man wth whom
you might yourself cross swords without

Indignity.*
1 sk no hetter,” sald the rlmh.
t

“Then T must ask,

yvou will step forth, I have your pledge
that the name shall remuain
eret, nnd that you will nelther say nor
write one word 'hlt‘.'h llﬂ.ll' hllﬁlﬁ it
el gt Z A < K43
ils horse a whispe pOme

the old knight's ear which made
wtart with surprise, a
curiosity at the distant l‘l! t. who was
witting his charger al further end
af the arena

“Iu this Indeed s00thT* he exclaimed.

“It is, my lord, apd I swear It by Bt.
Tves of Brittany.”

I omi tu huve lnon It"” said Chan.|s
;'o'l'u Ay mnu;mr 11 T ::ﬁl"-ml
voking ully a %
r'i‘“’hut then, Bir Joi: " asked the
P
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to sond m ulre for
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an- [ent, Aylwa

arme and had learn

of  the
are no better In the world.”

shield.
knee."’

into
pleased him best to put it,.and I would
dash out his brain® with my club.”
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other round the

draw
John, who s it that you would uphold in
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o who_ had Sreat Rie 2
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the stran with a wrinkled brow and

the air a man who Is striving to stir

his memory.
“Ry m}\‘r hilt!

body of him beforo to-day.

call to mind whers It could have At
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me. Ind-. this man will prove to be one
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“It Is but child’s play,

game,” sald John. “I would faln try

hand at It, for, by the black roodt
think that it might be amended.”
“What then would you do, John?' ask.

ed several.

““There are many things which mlf‘h
done,” said the forester thoughtfully.

be
“Methmkl 1 would begin oy breaking my

spear.

“Ho they all strive to do."

“Nay, but not upon another man's
I would break It over my own

“And what the better for that, old
beefl and bones?” asked Black Simon.
“80 1 would turn what is but a lady’s

bodkin of a weupon into & very hand.

some club.”

"And then, John?'

“Then 1 would take the other's spear
my urm or my leg, or where |t

“By my ten finger-bones! old John,"
zald Aylward, “I would give mf feather-
wal to see you at spear-running. This
Is & moat courtly and gentle sport which
yvou have devised.”

“Bo It seoms to me,” saltd John serl-
“Or, again, one might nselze the
middle, pluck him off
his horse and bear him to the pavillion,
there to hold him to ransom.'

“"Good!"" erled Bimon, amld a roar of
laughter from all the archers round.
“By Thomas Kent! we shall make a
camp-muarshal bf thee, and thou shalt
u rules for our Jjousting. But,

this knightly and
“Whaut menn you?”"
“Why, John, so

pleasing fashlon?"

strong and strange
hiness of
hix lady's eyes or the curve of her eye-
lash, #ven as Sir Nigel does lor the Lady
Loring.™

"I know not about that,” sald the big

archer, scratching his head in perplexity.

“Since Mary hath played me false, I can
scarce fight for her.”

“Yet any woman will serve."

"“There 18 my mother then,” said John.
“She was at much palns at my upbring-
Ing, and, by my soul! T will uphold the
of her eyelashes, for It tlekleth
mg very heart-root (o think of her. But
who is here?”

"It 1s 8ir Willlam Beauchamp. He Is a
vallant man, but 1 fear that he Is scarce
firm enough upon the saddle to bear the
thrust of such a tllter as thls stranger
promises to be”’

Aylward's words were speedlly justifiea
for even as he—spoke the two knlghts
met In the centre of the lists. Beau-
his opponent a shrewd

blow upon the helmet, but was met with

Intea were |80 [rightful a thrust that he whirled out
|of his saddle wnd
Jupon the ground.

rolled over and over
Bir Thomas Percy met
little better success, for his ahield
his vambrace torn, and he
himself wounded slightly In  the slde.
Tord Audley and the unknown knight
struck each other falrly upon the hel-
met: but, while the strunger sat as firm
and r!gid af ever upon his charger, the
Englishman wa# bent back to his horse's

with
was  aplit,

crupper by the welght of the blow, and

had galloped half-way down the lists
ere he could recover himself, Bir Thom-
as Wake was beaten to the ground with
battle-axe—that being the weapon
which he had selected—and had to be
carried to hig pavilllon. These rapld sue-
cesses. guined one after the other over
colabrated warriora, worked the
erowd up to a pitch of wonder and ad-
miration. Thunders of applanse from the
English soldlers, as well as tfom the eit-
lzens and peasants. showea how far the
loye of brave-and knightly deeds could
rise above the rivairies of race,

"“Hy my soul! John," cried the prince,
with his cheek flushed and his eyes shin-
ing, “this is a man of good courage and
great  hardiness. I could not have
thought that there was any single arm
upon enrth which could have overthrown
these four champlons.

“He Is indeed, as 1 have sald, sire, a

knight from whom much honor is to be

the lower edge of the sun

gained. But
be beneath the aca

in wet, and It will
ere long.”

“Here is 8ir Nigel Loring, on foot and
with sword,” sald the prince. 1 have
heard that he is a fAine swordsman.'

“The finest in vour nrmi'. sire.”” Chan-
“Yet 1 doubt not that he
will need all his skil) this aay.”

Ag he spoke, the two combatants from
in full aArmor with their two.
handed swords sloping over their should-
stranger walked heavily nnd
with & measured stride, while the Eng-
lish knight advanced as briskly s
though there was no iron shell to weigh
down the frecdom of his llmbs. At four
paces they stopped, eyved each other for
n moment, and then in an [nstant fell
to work with n clatter and clang as
though two sturdy amiths were busy
upon their anvile. U'p and down went the
long, shinlng hlades, round and round
they cireled In curves of limmering
light, cromssing, meeting, disengaging,
with flnsh of sparks at eygyery  parry.
Here and there bounded B8ir Nigel, hia
hend erect, his Jnunl‘ir Eluma fluttering
in the air, while his dark opponent sent
in cm.-uhing biow upon blow, following
fiercely up with cut and with thrust, but
never once gamn? ast the practised
blade of the { swordsman. The
crowd roared with delight as Bir Nigel
would stoop his head to avold a blow,
or by some alight movement of his body

allow some terrible thrust to glance
hnrmlmly past him, Suddenly, however,
his time c¢ame. The Frenchman, whirl-
ing up his aword, ahowed for an instant

b MIEE suarded Do hins
the -rerebrace whie 1ls unper
dashed Bir Nigel, and out
that the eye could not fo '
tha gulck ?hy of his blade, but a trickle
b rom the strangér's shoulder,
und R’ np!&ly wlacn!nﬁ &1
hil white wsurcoat, owed where the
hrust had taken effect, The wound was,
howwr. but a slight one, and the
!'ﬂnuhuun wins about to renéw his on-
when, at a wsign from the prince,
hrew down hia baton, and the
marshals of the lists struck up the

weapons and brought the contest to an

end.
It were time to check It," sald the
prines, smiling, “for Bir NI 1 1s too good
lose, a by the n"
holy wounds! If one of thoae
home I should have fears for our elu-,.
. What think you, Pedro
“1 think, Edward, that the I!I.th man
war very well able to take care of him.
part, 1 ﬂ‘muld "'II:‘ u; Ery
pair ﬂl’l'l hile
remained  In thelr

“We must haye h with him.-
A man mu-t not gl m m mﬂ
ng hi

3 t}: it the
o E"w‘m "?...T'T.,W.E'E
bt L . an

nt the prowess t!ln hc

upon ||

own marches

thnt a m m
i S

not one fl.h' m

you shoul etrive so

which has no lavs rm- y
true Frenchman'a
ter, for bitter s hig

thouthls as he ridu through

brave man, and our-
g In bavi
0

uphold h

lpeak like o
in of France is hap
alier who Is so fit
how

ou think such evll of us,

t that you have trusted

“Becuuse | knew
here, sire. Had the man who

rour right been ruler of this Isnd.

deed lhnusfm twice before I

him for au

erous,' o  soldlerly salute,
wheeled round his horse and gallof
down the lists disappeared amld
dense crowd of footmen and of

gcene of the tournament.
“The Insolent villian!"”
glaring furlously after him. I
for less,
Edward, to send
buck? l'h?!h!nll you

that 1t may

some Knlght whaose loss  would
heavy blow 1o his master.

ter the caltiff, 1 pray you.

“Do so, Sir William," suid the
and give him this purse of a
nobles as A nlgn
bear for him; r
served his master
would wish
me." Bo saying,
back upon the King of 8Spain,
springing upon his horse, rode
homewards to the Abbey of Salnt

drew,
(TO BE CONTINUED..

A SPRING B.\LI AD.

Nuature’'s Resurrection day s lere,
And all things living comne to life,
Giving |nom§|es sud Licarts

That some day, ull will be light,

To send their brightest amile
Up to the sun, from rlchest mold,

The sun kissed hyacinths with
leaves,
Moke gay th
An artist's palette the
WEAV RS,

lawne of faintest

cus |s seen.

Beatter their sweetest perfume,

true,
That In the Springtime ever
Erows,

green,

Daintily touches trees
0

And tiny mseeds so dry and brown,

slc make,
If all alone you dream and listen;
While the robins and the
awake,

In
And sings t
For Love with
WAy,

the Bm'lnrtime all

Life, ¢an find no

py throng.
—CATHERINE

wrdnmm .zd';’-& “&

ourselves
us without warranty or safe-conduct?'’
that rou wou!d be

i1 fad

1L that was. lmlshl.lr or l'en-

to cheer,
The winxen petals from bulbs unfold,

And cheer a lonely heart the while,

Nature's gay.
w same glad old new song,
othae

in

B Thnient  sald the prince, e

s
either with tongue or with sword. But
«mu

to

huru.
men who were atreaming away from the

cried  Pedvo,
huve
seen 4 man's tongue torn from his juws
Would it not be well even now,
horsemen to haie mm
be one
of the royal house of Franee, or lllblﬂlﬂ
"
Sir William
Felton, you are well 1:mumed gallop af-

n

rince,'!
undred
of the respect which [
hi 8t. George! he has

his day even mm I
llegeman of mine to serve
the prince turned hia

and
slowly
An-

r The Observer,

dainty

green;
variegated tullp

While here and there a wand'ring oro.

The modest violets ever shy and bluas,
Whisp'ring to malden hearts of love »e
strongiy

Dame Nature's artist brush of tender
80 rough aad

Will soon thelr secrets large unfold,

In the forest raint mumuring sweet mo.

bluehirds
To join ‘the brook’s faint whiaperings.

And living und loving we join the haps
DOUGLAS.
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