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ORAVIAN RECCORD GENUINE

From the Archives Re-
to the Adoption of the
burg Declaration of Inde-

Was Written in Salem,
Bepu.'mbu'. 1783, by '!hu-
Ihqo— Doubt of the

Having Part
_ ot the Chunzh Diary.
wmuh ‘for The Observer,
In| ember, 1904, Mr. O. J. Lah-
Bethanla, N. C, discovered
.clhe papers In the Moravian
at that place an . historical
~bearing on s cover the title:
" "Bruchstueek
- Auﬁl; von den Nerkommenheiten
! wathirend dem Revolutions—Kriege
e welche elnen
auf dle Wachea
hn.tten

."' Ende 1779.”

on of Independence, which he

trans to The Charlotté
Observer. —-The, bnrq'raph ‘And  its
transiation gre ak folows: . Ich kan

su Ende des 1778 sten, Jahres nicht
unangemerkt lassen, dasz schon im
Sommer selbegen Jahres, das ls Im
May., Juny, oder July, dle County
Mecklenburg In Nord Caroling sich
fuer so frey u. independent von Eng-
. land declarirte, u. solchg Einrichtung
gur Verwaltung der Gestme unter sich
machte, als jamalen der Continental
Congress hernach ins Gans gethan.
Dieser Congress aber sahe dieses Ver-
fahren als xu fruehzeitig an.” (The
unde¢rscored words are written in Eng-
lish 'seript.) “1 cannol leave unmen-
tionéd at the end of the 1776th, year
that already In the sundmép of this
Qo [Connty of Mechicpbine saociarad
unty o eckle
itself free and maw.?,?g‘ ot .ﬂf-
land, and made such \ 8

for the a inistration ‘ofy Alaws
am Ives, as later tl=
nental Ctmmu ade for T

Congress, , however, considéred  these

proceeding®s premature.” X

The publishing of this pnr-um h in
1904, and the printing of the fac-simlle
in December, accompanled by an ar-
ticle from the pen of Mr. Alexander
Graham has brought forth a number
of létters IAquiring as fo the date and
authorship of the “Fragment,” which
' unfortunately lacks both date and sig-
. nature. These questions may be con-
i denspd Into five, which cover the whole

ground:

(1¢ The authenticity of 'the Morayi-
an Church Diaries 18 beyond question,
but this paper, by Its titlé 1s not a part
of ‘the Diary, but only a “Fragment™—
“(: )JI: T?l: mmldlered ra&nme ?

’ en alone . @ paragra
7 reads llke a kind of a postscript, ngd
was . certainly written after 1775, since
it réfers to the later pmmdlm of
. gress;—is it a part of the oﬁg‘lnal
. decument?
- (38) Where was the paper wrlt‘lan?
: (4) Who wrote 1t?

{8) When was it written?

A considerable. amount of time, care,
and "research have been neécessary
before these guestions could be satis-
factorily answered, but the following
muments may now be made. -

THE DOCUMENT'S RELIABILITY.
n“?... somary o Keop iby delly’
ou ry to kee e
urch Dieries as conﬂury poll{

le, and Any. event which mulnd

’
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m and. filed with _the diaries.
ts of lal Chnreh'
services, h sket , .ete., are

Cliised togethér by, Moravian Archhr-
u-du tthe technical

anrijer ahruts, and this “Fragmen

has |ts counterpart inh & number

x papérs written at different pe-
Many of these *“‘Bellage” are

between the pages of the diaries,—

have been taken out from time

for reference, and when, mo

-

"

time
L «the ascertalning of date and
\; _mw is dlﬂ'lcnlt. as practically | Chant,

are signed, This aouses fio
rise in the mind of any one who
orked among the rveouat. tur
-not eunomr{ sign any
even the carefully kept mum
.nl'iou boards give the uuu
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moré exterrded notice was written sep-

some result to its cause. For exam-
ple, in reciting some of the events
early in 1776, he states that the saill-
ors on the English merchant ships in
Charleston harbor, being unable to se-
cure permiassion to land their cargoes
simply threw them overboard, “so that
they could load with rice and sall for
home. B8git was one of the articles
so destroyed, and he comments on the
great scarcity of this prime necessity
later on, and the suffering that the
saving of this salt might have averted.
Paper money claims his attentlon in |
each year's history, but in speaking of |
the first issue without royal luthorl-i
ty, In 1775, he notes its utler loss of |
value late in the war; and again, In
1771, he mentions the statement by the
Assembly of 1783 that the depreciation
b.m::?'l. The introductlon of later
dev ents 1in the Mecklenburg
paragraph is therefore quite In keeping
with the rest of the paper, and its form
is also paralleled by simillar editions
at the close of other years, where
itethe which had been omittad in the
current account were added at the
close. This paragraph is plainly a
part of the original document, and
entitied to all the eredence that may
Be given to any part thereof.

(3) Where was 1t written?  Al-
though found in Bethania this paper
was most certainly written by a man
who lived in SBalem during the Revolu-
tionary War, Not only does the
whole story centre about Sglem, then
already the principal town of Wacho-
via, but events transpiring there are

ven with a certain intimate know-
xdge that can have no other explana-
tion. ‘The paper must have been tak-
en to Bethanla at some later date,
perhapa In regent
vears.

(4) Who wrote it? The handwriting
of the “Fragmenti differs from that
found in the Church Diariesof those
years, and certaln features in the pa-
| per iteself suggestéd Traugoit Bagge
as Its althor. This was confirmed
beyond a quastlcm by finding in the
Land Office in Balem séveral Annual
Btatements of the store, written, dated
and signed by Traugott Bagge. The
seript, though small, Is  unusually
firm and distinet, and it {s possible to
compare two {mens, letter by let-
ter. When this test is applied to the
“Fragment,” wit these Annual
Statements as the standard, the
writing pf the “Fragmept" is
found to be ° 's throughout. | %
Moreover, in the beody of the “Frag-
ment”™ there is given a list of the
men who signed a certain paper ex-
plaining the position of the Moravians
in regard 1o the War, and thelr neu-

comparatively

trality, and in this list appears the
name of Traugott Bagge, Lald
by the _ side . of the signed

statements already alluded: to it be-
comes evident that this name is a
genulipe ture, and by the fortu-
nate Insertion of this last signature
of the author is contained in the body
of the paper, although It does not ap«
pear at the end.

1TS ACCURACY' QUARANTEED.

This not only proves thé author but
guarantees the accuracy of statements
in the “Fragment," for ge was the
most able man. of affalrs in Wachovia
during the war., At that tinve the store
was the center of trads all the coun-

:;{I :i““d' under 's u!k!llrl}xl
necesmiries o e

were uevar lacking lor those
who de store o supply
them, . _Iim. ved. h'&“’"‘
tlbﬂ‘- m m &
,ourrency vhloi;, nropt p the

nd; and as he went to

by the Governor of North Carolina,
Balem had a great peace jubllee, The
programme 18 glven in full, (ses Clew=
ell's History of Wachovia, .p. 170), but
no mention i8 made of historieal pa-
pers. Under date of October B, the sec-
retary of the Aeltesten Conferens (the
ruling board of Wachovia al that
time) make this entry: ‘“The mem-
oranda concerning the protection of
God during the American war, which
have been collected by Br. Peter, will
be gone lhroush at a speclal Confer-
ence meeting.” On November 23 the
congregation hears of the signing of
the Peace Trealy on September 3 and
on December 11, In common with the
Moravian congregations in Pennsyl- |
vania, and by order of Congress, they
celebrated a “Friedens Dankfest” by
special prayer In the evening service.|
On December 30, the Aclteaten Confer- |
ence fixed the program for New Year's
eve; '“The children shall have !heirl
closing jmeeting at three eo'clock; the
adult c_énuregntion shall have a love- |
feast at gight in the evening, al ten,
o'clock the Memorabllia for this year 1

and for the war shall be read, and
the closing meeting shall follow at
half past eléeven.” .This is confirmed |
by -the dlary for December .81, whlt.h'
says of the ten o'clock ner\lce that
they “remembered the many mercles
which the Lord had showed them not
only durlng-the year, but throughout
the elght years' war." It will be noted |
that Bagge's name does not appear,y
and the War Memnrsbllh under title
of ““Lob und Dankopfer,” read in the |
service and filed with the®*diary, 1s ln|
the handwriting of John Frederick Pe- |
ter, then minister In S8alem. But Peter |
dld not come o Wachovia -until 1780, |
‘would therefore have na knowledge of|
events prior to that time, and it seems |
evident that when he began to col- |
lect the memoranda which hes pre-
sented to the Aelesten Conferens early |
in October, he turned to Bagge, who |
at his request wrote the “Fragment”
under discussion. This explains why
Ba;ﬁrended his account with De-
ecember, 1779, for from then on Peter
knew &ll the circumstances as well as
he, and the closing then ls othe
inexplicable, for he stops Jjust short
of the time when Waohovia came di-
réctly In conmtact with the opposing
forces, and passed the most perilous |
and most exciting days’of her history.
The paper was far too long to read in
& ond hour service, but the “Lob und
Da fer” is strikingly like a re-
sume of Bagge's sketch, and the su
position -that it is such is strength-
thened by the fact that In the m:h!vas
of Bethlehem, Pa., there are twn cop-
fes of the “Lob und Dankopfer,"” ane
of which, evidently the rough copy.
iz in Peter's handwriting, while ad-
ditional notes pasted on the margin,
end slipped loose between the leaves,
are in Bagge's handwriting. The oth-«
or, Indorporating many of these notes,
is éntirely In Peter’'s handwriting. That
., having hp!fed Peter prepare
his papar, should later, wihout any
hRpparent reason, take the trouble to
amplify : the sketch to the limits of
the o {." seems miost improb-
able—that he should jn Beptember have
complled his pektoh, and then Iater
asgisted  Peter {o make a ‘proper
sume of I, is quite natural,” and fullr
in accord with the prevalling interest

Ja 5 on fails to glve g single
mm ?lfh writing. of such :m

+in the week, and stead

in _the close of the war. “"\ steel type system, other
Traugott Bagge died (n April, 1800, m;“g!‘g“‘v‘;’:‘_&.ra l“g!n
but a ¢ seritiny of the diary from TYPHE.

_congregation hed a° »wkfn [

lly observed annlversaries of varlous
kinds, but Fourth of July and Third
of SBeptembér pass year unfter year,
with record of the toplc of the service
and no referénce whatever Lo Declarn-
tlon of Indeperdence, or slgning uf
peace treaty, of eveénts of the war.
Bumming up the evidence, therefore,
It may be definitely stated thut
“Pragment” containing the Mecklon-
burg reference, belongs 1o the Salem
“Bellage,” and was written In Salem,
by Traugott Bl;n, about Septemher,
1783, ADBELAIDE L. FRIES,
Winston-Salem, April 13, 1806,
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NEW SCALE
FOUR HUNDRED DOLLAR  MODELS

T0 CLUB- MEMBERS AT
$281.

(ASH OR EASY PAYMENTS

Nine out of every ten planos
‘are hought on payments—gifts
to the family—many are taken
away on sccount of the death
of the wage-onrner. Join the
club, now forming. Bave near-
ly a hu and twenty-five
dollars—and besides in case of
death of purchaser we give
the family a receipt in full for
balance due on plano—pro-
vided contract has been In
force six months and the pay-
ments have been made ac-
cording to agreement. It cosis
you nothing extra to (ect
your fTamily—write for Booklet
No. 9; It's free and will ex-
plain everything.

Over 300 L. & B. Club Pianos
gold Iinslide of four months to
satisfied customers—They are
warranted for a life time. Ad-
dress
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Our name on machinery
means that in its manu-
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first consideration price
the second. That is why
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