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AMERICA'S MOST COSTLY CALAM-
ITY.

The destruction of the greater part
of S8an Francisco Is, In the matter of
lose of properiy, the greatest disaster
ever visited upon a city In the UUnited
States, A great many more people lost
their lives In the Johnstown flood and
- perhaps other catastrophes have

" ¢claimed as large 8 number of human
victims, but from the standpoint of
praparty losa the Paciflc metropolis’
record stands alone, If we can judge
from the rough estimates at hand,
The destruction of Chicago by fire in
2871 was the greatest conflagration of
modern times, and yet it was notl sn
large, apparently, as the fire which Is
even now reducing to ashes the bulld-

Ings of & magnificent city. The Chicago | 'Y #{rengthen the Blackburn wing. and

dre started at 9 oclock Sunduy even-
ing, October 8, 1871, continued through-
out the night and during the greater
part of the next day. The total area
burned was nearly three and a third
pquare miles. The bulldings destroved
numbered 17.450. losa $106.000,000, ‘The
firé rendered 98,860 people homeleas
and caused the death of 260. The next
largest firo loss,” perhups, was that in
Baltimore nearly three years ago,
when a large section of the ¢ity was
destroyed and n loss of some §70,000,000

.« entalled. The Ban Franclsco horror
promises Lo excead §200,000,000 In losses,
and if the rfeporta from thas most re-
Hable sources are to be mccepted am
anything like true, the entire city wil|
have to be rebullt, or practically so,
This Is indeed a tremendous task. but
it will In all probabllity be accomplinh-
ed within a short time: that is the
history of wsuch things In the United
Btater. Within three years after the
great Chicago conflagration the clty
was provided “with bulldings cqual In
capacity and of two-fuld value.” Ruch
will In all probability be the record in
San Francisco, In the meantime, how-
ever, many of the people are In nead
of- Lthe necemsition of life, and it he-
hooves those of us who are able to do
80 to contribute whay we can toward
thelr rellef. There rontributed
$4.996,762 to the Chlcago sufferers, a
#90d deal coming from abroad, Eng-
land alone giving nearly $00.000 The
United Btates, however, are now nhle
to take care of ull the sufferers in Lhis
country, and already liberal contriby-
tions are being made,

There has been a disposition ta cone
mect the Hun Francisco earthquake
and the eruption of Mount Veruvius
Major Dutton, U, B A, rellred,
Brealesmt earthquake
agrees with this ldea,
as saylng: “I can say emphaticnlly
that the California disturbance hawn nn
relation whatsoever with the disttirh-
ance at Vesuvius” Thiw oplnion
also volced by Dr. Bollin 1,
bury, professor of geographl gealogy
in the University of Chlcago, and
Prol'..Wrn. H. Plckering, of the Har-
vard department of astronamy,

i North America har not been  muh-
Jocted to many earthquakes of a rde-
structive nature, that at Churleston,

Wus

the
dir-
He In guoted

aulhory,

wWis

# C. on the night of August 31, 1846, |
Being the worst recorded previous 1o

Y Wednesday's disturbance at
Frangisco. The number of dead at
Charlaston wes estimated at Afiy and
more than a hundred were serfously
fnjured. Other sections eof the world,
- however, are not so fortunate In Lhis
fespecl. At Yeddo, Japan, In 1703

persons  were killed by an
rml.lh At Lisbon, Portugal, on
November 1. 1755, earthquake,
Wave and fire destroyed about 60,000
} and property valued at $100,000,-

0. In 174, at Lima, Peru, 40,000

. Jives ware lost: at Quita, Ecuador, In

'_’.,r'z{- 8.000 were killed; at Aleppo,

e 1822, 22000 lives; Mendoza,

1880, 12000 lves; Manila,

. from San Francisco
full of praise for the Lele-
Fators, sotbe df whom risked
Prder to dp thair duty
Quisile world all that

Halin- |

fAan |

tidal |

There Is another set of men who did
not lose their heads in conpection

people of the city were running hither
and thither In a wild pani¢ these men
were gathering facts and writing
them In an intelligent manner, and
with a notable abmence of hysterics.
AL times like this the newspaper rep-
resentative must be not Illke other
men—or rather a great many of them
—else the outside world would get lit-
tle In the way of Intelligent _news
from the scene of wreck and ruin—in
this case, as one writer put it, “the
transformation of this the gayest,
most careless city on the continent,
Into a wreck and g hell,” Taken all
in all, the reports indicate that thoss
with special tasks to perform in con-
nectlon with the wreck of the city did
their duties well.

NO CASE AGAINST BLACKBURN.

That was Indeed a pnor showing
made by the government In the prose-
cutlon of Representative E. BSpencer
Blackburn, of the eighth district, for
taking fees for practicing before the
Departments, and It was not a sur-
prire that Judge Goff Instructed the

ty. There was not in the evidence of-
fered by the government, it seems (o
us, sufficient testimony to have given
a magistrate “probable oause,” and
why Disirict Attorney Holton and hie
associates should go before the court
with such a filmsy case s & mystery.
The reports of our staff representa-
tive, Mr. Bryant, have Indicated that
the wlinesses relied on by the prose-
cutlon were a disappointment; that
thelr testimony wis not near
so  damaging the defendant
as had been supposed that
It would be, and Indeed that thelr
cane was not at all well founded. In
olher words, It appears that the sato-
rles these witnesses (old the prosecut-
Ing altorneys were not repeated on the
stand—at least, not to the same effect,
and the same may, perhaps, be safely
sald regarding the evidence before the
grand jury. At any rate, the prosecu-
tion has made an exceedingly poor
showing, and If lhe Indlctmenl, as has
been alleged, was the outgrowth of
| the factional fight In the MRepublican
the result of the trial will vast-

to

| party,
\Ir may change the opinion held nt the
White House regarding the eighth
dimtrict  Representative. As (o his
strength in his own party In the dis-
trict he now represents, that will now
he supreme—more 80, Iindeed, than
heretofore, If that be possible, for he
has al] along been very popular with
the rank and file of the “mountaln
boys."

We are glad Indeed that there was
no proef of wrong-dolng on Mr. Black-
burn's part, and that the result of the
trial marks his complete exoneration.
But he will now be & hard candidate
to defeat this fall, and It Is up to the
Democrats to put out a strong man to
oppose him.

Hald ex-Judge W. P. Bynum, Jr, In
hia argument In the Blackburn case at
Greensboro Thuraday:

“The rank and flle of the Republienn
party form n horde of leynl Bpartans hut
the leaders nre a band of political eut-
thronte nnd plrates, always al war, never
at peace, and forever standing with thelr
hands In the pockets of thelr country-
men.'”

Judge Hynum hilmself Is one of the
Inyal Bpartans, He s a perfectly hon-
eat and consclentlous gentlemman, who
wants no office but In In the Republl-
can party bhecause he bhelleves In it an
‘u natlomu!l organisation, Otherwise he
| would not ablde the Htate associallon
which he deweribed In this spsech and
to which he Is neceasnrily subjected,
| A high-clars Republican party Is naed-
ad In North Carolina--it would be of
beneNt to the SBtate, Bul nothing ls
to he hoped for from nn organization
the Ieadership of which can e accue-
rately charncterized as above by one
nf the cleanest and ablest men n the
Judge Bynhum Ia  nnf
| "There are In the Btate quite a num-
j her of Republicans  of his type  and
they wanld do thelr party ns well ne
i the State a service It they would ad-
I.!r--uu themuelves Lo s regeneration

ity Wloame

The Charleston News and
falled to bring The
around to It view—or at least lis con-
-regarding  the birthplace of
Juckwon--which s, wo might
pansing, located In North
-promises to put Mr. A, 8.
|h';-l|h-y. Jr.. secretary of the historical
| cammirslon of Boulh Carolina, on our
It Mr,
Halley kno%gs no more about the birth-
| place of Juckwon than he does about
 the Mecklenburg Declaratidn of Inde-
!;wndmt'e. we are of tha opinlen that
| our Charleston contemporary would
ilm\'h done betler (o conduct e own
cane, desplie the very poor progress it
’ wns making.
| —
The penalty for the offence for which
E. Spencer Blackburn han been on trial
at Greemsboro s Imprisonment not
exceeding two yearm u fine not excesd-
ing §10,000, und perpetual disqualifi-
calion to hold any office of trust or
profit under the government of the
United Biates Pulting the very worst
face on the cawse, conceding that
Blackburn was gullly of all that the
prosecytion charged, he yet would not
dene &g severe Dunhhm-n} a8 ‘this.

N e
“It Gorky be & type of {he Rupslan
Liberal, America waunts nobe of Rus-
slan lberalism,” remarks The Louls-

Courler
having (Ohserver
tentlon
Andrew
remark In

I Carolinn

{irall In The Bunday Newa.

with the catastrophe, these belng the
newspaper representatives. When the|

Jury to bring In a verdicl of not gull-|.

Observer Bureawu,
122 South Dawson street,
Ralelgh, April 20.

The work on the annex of the wo=
man's department of the Hospital for
the Insane here is almost completed
and Superintendent McKee says that,
if the money Is forthcoming for the
furnishings, the bullding will be ready

for use by June. i
Btate Secrelary T. B. Parkers, of
the State Farmers Alllance says the
order ig growing in North Carolina.
Lecturer Cates has returned from a
trip to Hertford and Bertie, which
counties he re-organized. The west-

eérn countles have not been worked,
though some of them have been re-
organized. The Alllance is co-operat-
Ing with the State Cotton Assoclation,

To-morrow there will be a meeting
In Robeson county to arrange for plow-
ing up certain areas which have been
planted in cotton, as the amount
there Is bound to be too large. What
is to be done in Robeson county will
be followed in other counties, he says,
in order to secure the required de-
creame In acreage,

Mra. Claud Bernard died
pital In Richmond last night. She
had been there for mome weekn., For
several months she has beén in fall-
Ing health. .

$150,000 COTTON MILL.
charter Is granted lhe Crescent
Mills at Bessemer city, the
stock amounting to  §150,000.
Davis and others are stock-

The mill will both spin and

In & hos-

A
Cotton
capltal
[ '
holders.
Weave,

A charter Is granted the Hlckory
Literary & Library Asspclation, with
no capital stock, to establish s li-
brary In that progresstve town,
Bupreme Court Marshal Robert H.
Bradley continues to Improve and Is
expected 1o be out In a few days.
| During his lllness Messrs. Samnel
Walker and George Kennedy hava
acted as marshals of the court, while
Joseph F. Seawell has alded In the
work (n the library of the court.

RALBIGH CAR LINEB® MAY
EXTENDED.

A Halelgh man has held the larga
majorily of the stock In the Raleigh
| 8treet Raflway, but has made a sale
of u controlling  interest to a New
England ayndilcate. A large amount of
money I8 to be at once supplied to
the Improvement of the plant and [¢
begine to look as If Raleigh people
| will moon be able to get out A num-
| ber of mileg Into the country
Chalrman Rolline, of the Republican
| State commlitlee, spent some hours
here tn-day with his friends, Collector
Duncan and Postmaster Balley. He
| had very little to say and hir visit
| geema to have had only a soclal slde.
The locatlon and time for holding the
\&tate convention of the parly are not
| yet declded. Some Republirans want
|Hrm*nnbum to be the place, while
| othera would llke for the conventlon

{ 1o be held ut Raleigh.

SYMPATHY PFOR EARTHQUAKE
SUFFERPRS,

Governor Glenn sent the following
telegram this afternoon te the Gov-
ernor of Californila: “North Carolina
mourns with Callfornla and extends
sincerest sympathy In this hour of
affiiction. Our Legisinture Is not In
session now but our people will do all
| they can personally to aid you

Mayor Johnson called @ muass meaet-
Ing of the citizens of Ralelgh and vi-
cinity, which wae held thls afternoon,
to express sympathy for and to render
such substantial ald to the people of
stricken San Francisco as Is posalble
to be given. Ralelgh did very hand-
| gomely almost 20  years #go when
Memphis was in the agony of the yel-
low fever epldemic and it also helped
]l'lmrlenlnn In 1886, CGalveston six

BE

yverras agn and Jacksonville after the N

great fire,

A charter |x granted to the Robeson
Cotton Mills, Incorporated, at Lum-
berton to spin and weave, capltal
stock being $200,000, A, W. McLean
and others beilng Lhe stockholdera,

The corporation commission, at the
request of all  parties concerned,
crhanges the date of the hearing In the
matier of the unlon passenger station
at Goldeboro from April 25th to May

ard .
AN INTERESTING MEETING,

The Greater Charlotte Club Meets—
A Permanent Club Secretary o be
Chowsen,

An  Important moeeting of  the
Oreuter Charlotte ¢luby was held In
the parlors of the Young Men's
Christinn Association last night. A
number of changes were made In the
by-laws and reports were heard from
| sevaral of the commitiees, A very
iumuf}-nm report was recelved from
the committee having charge of the
Hurenu of Information . for the
| 200k of May celebration, The
lappaintment of A secretary was left
|with the committiee. Instructions
[were  glven  that 0o expense be
‘#pared In making the proper ar-
‘ rangements,

The election of & permanent club
secretary was discussed at length, On
motion, this matter was left with the
executive committee with power to
act. Nol only I8 & permanent secre-
tary to ba secured, but 4 permanent
|place of meeting as well. A specisl
|commitiee was appointed to look in-
to this matter. ‘

Mr. E, R. Preston, president of the
club, apoke of his trip to Atlante, Oa.
He emphasized the Importance of the
club’s using its Influence to bring
conventions to Charlotte and wsesing
that those who attend are well cared
for. He deciaved that this was the
best way to advertise a city.

The Industrial committes was In-
structed to use every effort to stir
up Interest in the movement that s
on foot looking to the erection of a
wultable muditorium for Chdrlotte, It
was decided that another meeting
should be called for May 16th, at
which time all arrangements for the
:?m do! May celebration will be com-
pleted. .

“Cochran Academy Closes.

high wchools In the county, ¢loséd yes-
terddy. Prol. "R, J. Cochran, county
m tendent of eoducatlon, and Mp

T. Adams,
were the lpu.laqr‘l. be mchool, which
is locdted three miles from Matthews,

R.

in : Btar townahi

Rachel
assistants,

| and they were r“'
. 'With the exercises,
5 of honor being the

nati, members of
theéjr annual convens
l1aet n

ht

[ Gran
| the impreasive Ma-
was ornate and
in interesting his-
torical and belng laudatory
of the valorous :deeds of those In
whose memory the large audience had
gathered, | muslc was furn-
ished. The ddy was perfect and not
one Incident to mar the magnificent
Bucceas of the day. Mr. A. M. Wad-
dell, mayor of the city, himeelf a lin-
eal desce t of the Revnlutionary
patriot, Hugh Waddell, was the orator

of the oce e

After the exércises Colollal Dames
and thelr guests went for an annual
pllgrimage ruips of St. Phillips’
parish chuobrel 0ld Brunswick, seven
miles down the Cape Fear river. Later
the party was the guest of Mrs, James
Sprunt, president elect of the Soclety
of the Colonlal Dames, ut an elegant
luncheon at the fine old colonial resi-
dence on Orton plantation, The party
reurned to tha city shortly before 6
o'clock, many of the visitors, to the
number of sevéral hundred, leaving on

the evening trains for_their homse,

A Change of Superintendents,
Correspondence of The Observer,

Henrletta-Caroleen, April 10.—Mr. J.
B. Boyd, formerly the efficient super-
intendent of the CaYoleen Mills, left
the first of the week for Edgeflald, 8,
C., to take charge of & mill. He leaves
n host of friends In the Old North
Htate, Mr. F, M. Mosher, who Is to
aucceed Mr. Boyd, arrived here Tues-
day with his family. Mr. Mosher {s
known here as & fine manufacturer.
He Is welcomed here as his prede-
ressor is at Bdgefleld.

A new and elegant livery stable is
belng erected by Mr. B. B. Tanner.
It will be conducted by Robinson &
Doggett, popular liverymen.

The Henrletta4Caroleen Mills now
have mufficient cotton on _hand te
keep the spindles golng tlll mid-sum-
mer,
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conel
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pleasing,;

Master Win- In the

of the m _government

and thelr wives, wi Inq'ah:ll w;-rut
' receiving, "Thia:reception ar
“the visitors.

the purpose of wel ng

Every effort “be made to makée

them. feel at 8O ‘they may
¥ thelr visit to the fullest extent.

i “reception will' be’ in  the

hand of

lﬁmlﬂn‘ h W Southern

mtom gt J
i on-Salem, ' April J 20,—~There

the
friends here \ i Black-
born this afternoon when the news
came. from Gregnshoro that he had
been acquitted of the gerious charge
of violating the law by practicing be-
fore: the Departments at Washington.
There are not a féw who belleve that
the Congreasman will carry his fight
into the next Republican Siate con-
vention with a view of capturing the
leadership of* his party.

Knight Templars Inspected.
Charlotte Commandery, Knight
Templars, was officlally Inspected last
evening by Deputy Grand Commander
A. B. Andrewsn, Jr., of Raleigh. The
programme of the meeting was as fol-
lows: Lines formed at 5:40 o'clock; or-
Red Cross, 6 o'clock; Red
Cross banquet, 7:80; reception to depu-
ty grand commander, 8:80; order of
the Temple 8:46.

PEOPLE’S COLUMN

The Observer will send A. D, T.
Messenger, without charge, to your
place of business or residence for
advertisements for this column,
'Phone A. D, T. Messenger Bervice,
No. 45; or Observer, No. 78. All ad-
vertisements inserted In this column
at rate of tencents per line of six
words, No ad, taken for less than
20 cents. Cash in’ advance.

 MISCELLANEOUS.

RALBTON Heslth 8hoes for men., uveads
the Way. Belk Hros.

19 YEARS' OLD-—Free from bad habits.
Had two years' experience. Best of

reference, ‘anted position by June 1st

in respectable drug store. Address Box

109, Oak Ridge, N. C,

FOR BALE CHEAP_Direct  current
motor, one-horse power. Fellx Hayman,
% East Trade street. ' y -

posltor for stralght work, Tribune,

Concord, N. C

DR1'G CLERK wanted—A registered
man, who Ix nlso competent book-Keep-
er, and to keep store opan tlll 1 or 2
o'clock at nlght., Address at once P. O,
Box 32, Wilmington, N. C.
A FINE OPPORTUNITY-I
oharge & summer hotel completely fur-
nished, situnted In northwest North Car-
olina, which 1 will rent cheap for 4 years,
Reputation of half & century; finest min-
eral water In the world. For par re
address R. Green, Winston-8alem,
S o5

have In

Jos.

BOIL PIPE moulders and fitting mould-

s wanted, Bieady work. Apply Cen-
tral Foundry Company, Dundalk, Mary-
land. Postofflce nddress, Box 30, Bal-
timore, Maryland.

just In. Belk Bros.

NON-UNION workmen wanted Iimme-
dlately. Experlenced spindle carvers,
rip-saw, shaper and all-round machine
men. Also [our first-class cabinel memn.
(Good wages, Apply qulck, stating ex-

rience and wages expected to lgrt
a’.ith. The Foni#untll Furniture Co,,
g?n.‘a;.-‘:saan;

High Point, N, C,

MONEY BAVED s mone
240. Cut Rate Drug Sto

B0 COUPONS given by lan
acoeptad by Chas, M Btle
firat paymoent on BStieff, Bhaw or any
plano we represent at our regular prices.
MIBE AGNESE MANNING Is pr red to
take orders for atamiping at Mar-

guerite Bhop,

10,000 AGENTS WANTED-Only atithentic

nk on “Ban Framcisco Calamity.”
Highest commirsion. Outfit free, he
John C. Winston Co., 1008 Arch Bt., Phila-
delphia, Pa.

piano firm
s part of

wants position. Ad
care Observer,

i.oais_wr:nvé:ﬁ#nm-mu man_avml-
ahle for job If right place la found. Ad-
dress Boss Weaver, care rver.

e PR W

RALSTON Health Bhoes In low cut and

high cut at H.00 are the equal of any
B5.00 to $6.00 shoes sold., Bole agents,
Belk Hros,

THE CONCORD TRTBUNE wants com- |

ALL BTYLES of Ralston Health Bhoes|

. |High Point, N, C

fai'Nﬂ_lADT.melpori‘?:aed book-keaper, fu,!

WANTED—-First-class book-keeper and
stenographer, for large cotton mill lo-
cated neur Bpray, C. Bulary §1,000;
none bul firat-class men need apply, Ad-
drese with reference, state experience, A,
C. Phelps, Bpray, N. C.

WANTED—Good rellauble furniture man,
one who knows the installment busi-
ness, must be honest, sober and a work-
er. No other need apply. Answer In own
hand writing, giving references
honesty and soberness. *

Observer,

WANTED TO BUY improved clty pro
erty with plain or -modern houses, ﬂﬁ
to $14,000. Address Capital, care Observer.
WANTED—8tenographer who cs&n oper-
ate the Ollver muchine. Addresa In own

hand writing with references and where
}st:cemplnyed. Lock Box @7, Charlotte,

VANTED—To exchange with physiclans,
ospitals and nurses §1.26 thermometers
for pleces, one for esch. Postpald
ge. o English-McLarty .Co., Charlotte,

WANTED—Competent male lunomrh-

er In lawyer's office about June lst
Young lawyer or law student preferred.
Address T. G.. care Observer.

WANTED-A young man to assist In
book-k ng: must understand stenog-
raphy and be well recommended. .:!
dress W. & J. Knox Net & Twine Co.,
Mt. lsland.

WANTED—Becond-hand 15 to 20-H. P
enginé and holler elther portable or
stationary, BShingle mill, and a three
head block saw mill, Quote on either
one, or all and give full desoription.
“Dealer,'" care Observer,

WANTED—To_ rent six rooms, 6 West
fth street. Immediate possession, Ap-
ply X. Y. Z., care O er.

WANTED—A drug clerk with three or

four years' ex) ence In the retall
dru hu‘llneu. Al.llt be mbtﬁ. l!}d llr\;n
good referance. good on for the
right man. A. K., care &nr.

WANTED--Rellable all-round
Buyt:‘el:grdton. N. C.

printer. The Sun,

WANTED by May 1st, first-class amal-
mator and mill man, Address Gra
ing & Development Co., R, ¥, D.

M
Mocksville, N. C

WANTED—-One million feet of pine fram-
ing and sheeting boards. Write for price
0. b, oars. Roanoke Lumber Co. Box
44, Roanoke, Va.

WANTED-8trong, steady men to work
fnl mirror factory. xcellent oppor-
tunity to learn trade. d wages and
steady work aranteed to non-union
men. Apply to Pittaburg Plate Glass Co.,

WANTED—$ or 10 good teams to haul
lumber. 6 months' job, J. L. Hartisell,
(Qonecord, N. C.

WANTED-For U, 8. Army, able-bodled
unmarried men, betw ages of 21 an

- cltisena of - United States, of good
character and temperate habits, who can
spenk, read and write Eoglish. For in-
formation apply to recruiting offuser, 15
West Trade street, Charlotte, N. C.; ¥
Plhton avenue, y N. C.; Bank
Bullding, Hictm".“"N. C., or @Glenn
Bullding, Spartan 8 C :

LOST.

e — e =
LOBT—-8mall fox tarrvier pupple, anawers
to the name of “Hob.” BRiack surs and

. Re#
B Epior 1 mast Ttk

RBOOK-KEEPER and office man for cot-
ton” mill or other I(mportant business,
wants_ position. Address Book-keaper.
care Observer,
MASTER Meochanio for eotton mill, =Ex-
rlenced man wants . Addreas
aster Mechanle, care Obssrver.
INTER WANTED- u‘g ad
";'.'.m. The Reflector, m G
e it e
WILL SHIP, prepatd, a °
any responeible party om
trial. Best adding uds
teen ”tnen L o “b‘f
" Relinble agents wnqﬁ A
1, !tntc.‘.&ldtl.

P BOY WANTED—Adrress
:oigt_:g 2Y AN e Box

Cochran  Academy, one of the best |

l? Charlotte bar, | Thosy

nhwu taught { nnd

:F’ -elghty-horse  retu
u’tlpllsr ilers, mghad. Onlﬂr:

t returned to M.}

of

to $6.50.

A i of She

and Vicis are very
at $2.50 to $5.00.

A Fancy or White Vest -

A new stock of these are here at
to $2.50,

Panama or Straw Hats

New Yacht Straws from 50c to $2.50.

A Pair of Sox

to be seen at 12 1-2c to 25¢ pair.
chﬂﬂquawKnitSaxafZSQ

A Neck Tie .
Well, this new lot at 25¢c and 50c is rich-
patterns swell and style ﬂle latest.

k

A real swell line Dress ss Pants here at $2.50

Our Oxfords and High Cuts in Patents
snappy and fit to perfection

$1.00

We sell Pananias at special prices, $5.00
to $10.00, and show a beautiful line of those

of Fancy and Plain Sox




