:.

are {we did upon the slaves

man rers,
nt them, and
Chineso

that
‘to be éxcluded from
 not 50 In the intérest
Jbut In the nltimate interest
our industrial development. The
nlllm that discrimination
made against them
lluu ar form, but that our
immigration laws ought to be
NO to them; but that is & mat-
in tlulr hands, and not
mm. h Is In China that the dis-
tinetion has been made between the

upper Ild lower ‘classes. That dis-

tinction is as great as was formerly
Betwean the upper and lower
n the Soxl.tu:l:rn lautu v{’t;e‘u
slavery existed. as incompatibla
for us to undertake to make a Iaw
‘common for Europe and China in
‘3-.1'“" of immigration as it was

ly incompatible for Kentucky
Ohlo to agree upon the subject
‘migration of the Jlower <classes
one Siate to the other. That
& matter that is in the hands of
China. Our answer s that we have
desl with two sets of people as
wide apart as the upper and lower
classes of China as we did deal In
this country with two classes who
were as far apart as the slave-owner
and the siave.

Therefore I think we need not con-
sgider further the subject of the right
of the United States to excilude the
Chinese laborer as such, because his
position s one of his own creation
and not of ours, and his position is
one as wholly fncompatible with our
fnstitutlons us slavery ever was, and
the world knows how the United
States dealt with that subject.

Having agreed upon ‘that point, the
manufacturers are here to try to
straighten out the other ints, to
meet the reasonable views of China as
to rules and regulation for the travel
bt that upper class of China, for the
social and commercial intercourse of
that upper class with our people, and
Af we can improve upon that it does
not seem to matter to me whether the
boycott I» a consequence of our bad
fandling of 1t or not, If we can im-
prove upon it we ought to improve
upon 1t, and I belleve we can Improve
upon it very much, inasmuch as the
thing that we do not want is exceed-
ingly simple, It stands solitary and
alone, and inasmuch as the complica-
tions that have come out of this sub-
ject arise from the fact that we un-
dertobk to define the kind' of people
that can come in, would it not be sim-
pler to go to the propoaition of de-
!h'nl:tgi ::ll;n-‘t.ho cu; totu our own
trouble t "nry tha shall not
mwuanmca That was the only
pro

Now, instead of making definitions
of who ma );mml. let us make a defi-
nition of thé fact that the coolie may
not come, and define the coolle as defl-
nitely—and | understand he may be as
definitely defined—as It was formerly

ble to define In this country any-

ng that wa wanted to define as to

the siave. It is uselesas to say what

would hmve happened to the white

people If they went over to Ohlo; but

if the alave crossed the river, that
ended It

Now, can we not say that If the
coolle crosses the Pacifio ocean he has
got to go back, and that all other
Chinamen may come?

It.ls not the wish of the gentlemen
for whom 1 speak that the ‘Chinese
immigration laws shall be In the
slightest degee modified 'n = far as
the excluded class s concerned, or in
so far as It I» Intended to exclude
the present excluded clasa, But had
wé not better make & neéew law in
order to make /& simple defioition and
get rid of all the complications In
the matter? We think the suggestion
of the President of the United Statea
on this subject would meet all the re-
quirements.

As to whether we would seermn to be
reteding from our position upon the
demandl of China, I wish to answer
the guestion of the ntlemen over
there (Mr. Denby,) If we first put
ourpelves In the right, I have no ap-

rehension: upon that subject at nll
£ we do not, then we will get more
confusion, and it is going to more
difficult for us to set ourselves up 'n
tion whore we can demand the
executivn of the treaty we have with
Chins and to demand just treatment
at the hands of China.

1 think one of the chief complaints
made by China is- becausea two or
thres people were shut up overnight
in the custom house In Boston. How
compare with our people be-
China, and our having
thera to rescue
t oom with
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than & million he
ia now largely in. p
gaht and It s -qu!

00,000 Chinamen could
broum them over here, MI if' the
Cht;numon uhmo we :oull soon ‘t:
rely upon them to do our wo ;
@ eapsdb
of the white man's ml
opment, for training, and for the de-
velopment of his natural forees
resources ‘would become dormant
agnin and the country would go M
ward,

We are m{nm‘ not only the in-
terosts of l.bcr in excluding Chinest
labor—a -class of people that Chins
has made itself, and we are not re-
sponsible for-—-we are not only pro-
tecting the iInteresta of labor, but
we aro protecting vested interests and
the interests of Anglo-Saxon civiliza-
tion, to kéep up & standard of Ameri-
can labor to the level, as it has trans-
pired, that the white man alons is
capable of obtalning., Therefore I
wish to make it pla'n that npothing
that we say or do here to-day should
be construed in any way as advocat-
ing the bringing In of Chinese cheap
labor, elther to manufacture or tc
make cotton; and in so far as the
manufacture of cotton is concerned,
I do not think they are capable of’
making colton goods,

Mr. McKinlay'‘They makek it In
China."

Mr. Tompkins—""With labor and
intelligence such as theirs they have
made no progress. The progress in
this country s tenfold what It iz in
China. I do not mean to say that
they are wholly incapable of making
any kind of cloth at all. The col-
ored ple of the Bouth are cap-
able, g:they have not yet made any
great headway in making eloth for the
markets of the world, China and
Japan have not made the progress
predicted of them, and I think it ‘s
because the white man's body and
mind are capable of higher develop-
men of skill than these Inferior racea
are able to maintain. At least it has
been so0 in the past. What it may
be in the future T do not know."

Mr. McKinlay—"Are you aware that
the appralser of Ban Francisco within
two or three weeks has reported a
large shipment of Japanese goods—
manufactured goods apd plece goods
coming into this country from Japan?

My. Tompkins—"1 dont know as
to that. But even If what you men-
tlon is true, It would prove the
rule, If it had any effect upon the
rule at all. I heard fifteen years
ago that Japan was golng to make
bicycles and land them in 8an Fran-
clsco at §12 apiece, and that It had
been done, but it doss not seem to
have been done really, and at least
it was not repeated.”

Mr. Fasseit—"Probabry they were
not worth 12 centa” (Laughter.)

Mr. Tompking—*I think we had bet-
ter walt for the end, as to Japan's ul-
timate success in making cotton goods,
before we argue on that line.

Mr. McKinlay—"Filteen years ago
we had told you that Japan could
velop her army so as (o whip Russia
you would not have belleved that.

Mr. Tompkins—"We did not ‘know
enough about Russia or Japan 1o pre-
diet whether she would or would not,
Gentlemen, whila we are not peopie of
parliamentary or legal skill, we come
here with perfect frankness, and deaire
o answer all questions, whether they
are confusing or not.”

“To make a very concise summary,

ropose, first, that we try and regu-
lafe our commercial relations with
China »0 as not (o entangle ourselves
in this question to excluding Chinese
labor at all, so far as that is pos-
sible, but to make even more definite
the proposition that we do not wish
that clasé of Chinamen here which
has begn in China releguted to a con-
dition lower than any we have in this
cdountry. We do not wish them to be-
admitted to this country at all, In the
interest of our elvillzsation and our Ia-
bor and our vested interests. With
equal earnestness we wish all the
parts of these laws and thelr execu-
tion relating to the commerce of the
two couniries to be simplifed and
made plain, so that if Chioa seems
disinclined to carry out the condi-
tlons of her treatly and agreement
with us, we, with perfectly clean
hands, can stand up and ask the Unit-
ed Btates to take such measures as
Are necessary to muke China carry
out her JAgreement. That 1s all I have
to msay.'

The Chalrman—"Mr, Tompkins, I
do not understand--perhaps I did not
cateh it when you spoke. What is
your business?”

Mr., Tompkine—"1 am & machinist
by ll‘t‘dfi :ﬂl:‘ m.mwm. llloresulln
manufac machinery. am also
interested In the manufacture of cot-
ton in the Bouthern Blates."

Tha Chalrman—"How largely has
there bean a tendency to increass the
export of cottom manufactures Into
China during the Iadt fow years?"

Mr. Tompkine—="During the war
the export to China~—and I am speak-
ing of the !ovmmom reporis, ap [
remomber them general terms,
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ne—""1 have no doubt

nhﬂaudy with  ‘re-
un trade in

petrolsum.  We waulgh a cu-
mq pa:] i, seeing evidence of
and I'II' it, we did not feel
it s important for us to
try to keep that pu]udleo
from l-ohlu the trade we already
ﬁlﬂ Otherwise we wounld not be
important men to leave
mur oss and come hers if they
did not . feel that some modifications
were necessary to protect the trade
we have already, and to protect that
which we hope to get in the future'
The ' Chalrman—""Then you think
it is not only a theoretical, but a
practical question 7'
Mr. Tompkins—"To my mind It Is

without doubt a most practical
question. We would defer .to the
lawmakers for the ramedy. But for

the moment, in the light we now
stand In, we feel that If the class
which we desire to exolude Wwere
nominated in the law, and if the de-
tormln-l.lon of whether the Intend-
ing Immigrant belonging to that class
wore made on the other side and
put into the hands of our consuls
there, - those two propositions would
seem to cover the whole subj
They mre propositions that would
particularly strengfhen us In going
hefo the Chinamen and saying:
‘Now, you must keep the trealy, We
have given you everything you are
entitled to. We put It to you In
your own country to determine
whether & man has a right to eml-
grate’ And the definition of who
is not allowed to come In Is 50 sim-
ple and so comprehensive that there
should be no mistake on the psrt
of our comsuls. It would simplify
the proceeding from beginning to end.
As ordinary business men we can
understand that, We want a law to
be enacted that is intelligihle to the
ordinary business man. But, as T said
bafore, we defer to the lawmakers.
We do not even undertake to suggest
to you with undue pressure that that
would be the right remedy; but we do
feel strongly that it is."”

Mr. ILdvingston—*""Do you not think
that the line of distinctlon between
the classes there In Bouth Chind 18 so
plain that our agents would h\ve no
trouble in discriminating between
them?™

Mr. Tompking—*"T am not so well
posted,” perhaps, as some of these
gentlemen who have lived in China.
but the impression i= upon my mind
that what we had to say about slav-
ery fifly years ago—the term ‘slave’
covered It all—is applicable toa this
situation, and that in China the term

‘coolie’ i8 equally distinctive and
clear."”
Mr. Denby—'"There Is no label on

& coolle,” {hu;hler.)

Mr. Tompking—"“I used the word
‘voolle’ simply to compare It with
the word ‘slave.”

Mr, Denby——"“You could not mis-
take the slave then. He was of one
race and color only, whereas the coo-
lien are of different appearance,”

Mr. Tompkins—"'Is there any
way of -defining the Chinssa laborers
that we want to exclude?’

Mr. Denby—*1 do not know about
that, but there Is no absolute equl-
valent for distinctfon.  The govern-
ment Iin China may rise and fall. A
coolle may be prime minister. There
is no way except by Inspecting the
callouses on the hands that you can
tell a Chinese laborer from any other
clam,”

Mr. Tompkins—"It would be for
our consuls to: determine whether he
was a skilled or an unakilled labor-
«r, If they merge one class Into the
other, 1 think we would be In dan-
Ker of belng overwhelmed by the
coolle clase. That Is what we want
o prevent."

Mr. Denby—"Mr. Tompkins has
very ¢learly expressed his objection
to the modification of the law for
the admission of the coollea”

Mr. Tompkins—"“"We do not want
to extend that law, We would make
it more definite."

Mr. Denby—"If on (nvestigation
You became thoroughly econvinced
that the definitionr of the excluded
class, and the attempt to enforce the
law undeér the definition of the ex-
cluded class rather than a defini-
tion of the admitied olasses would be
capable of easy evamion—the law
would be capable of easy evasion, and
the Chinese would come in In great
numbers under that—would you ask
this leglslntion to be passed? Would
you not consider the Interests at stake
groutl enough (o Jeopardize the Inter
ests of this country? I will ask your
opinion,”

Mr. Tompkins—"I spprehend that
the defining of who can come Is pers
haps more confusing than the defin-
Ing of who can not come, And' we
have got to exercise powers that are
more or less judicial, anyhow."

Mr. Denby~—"If you found the law
as proposed could be easlly eovaded.
and thera would be great da of

.L!nr. Influx of Chiness, wo You

{ thig law be pagsed 1"
Tompkins—""That s u

lhouul question that I would not

admitting  something that I do not
think I comé mbout. 1 think we
can define er who shall not
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Mr. M—"‘l have already
stated Lhat have here this morn-

o|ing & number of important businoss
men-—a large number of them-—who
lsave thelr business except
for very important matters—men who
do nol take reereation enough, and
pomp.of whom are golng to die be-
cause thoy do ‘mot take recreation
eno rﬂr business. Yot these
people lro ere, And they would not
be Here if they did not belleve that
we ought to haye m law that would
exclude and still not hamper trade,
There would be & great many less
hers than there aré If they did not
believe that. We believe that with
strong conviction, s0 much so that
in this body of gentlemen from Bos-
ton and New Yark and Philadelphia
and Chicago and the Bouthern States
there Is no sectionml representation.”

Mr, Faoster—"Mr, Tompkins, you
are doubtless wery much In earnest

about this mattér, as you say, other-
wige you gentlsmam  would not be
here. Yon are successful business
men?"

Mr, Tompking—"8ome of us are,”
(Laughter.)

Mr. Foster—"¥ou do not act upon
whims or impulse. You must have
soma grounds for the faith that is In
you. [ would like to know what the
abuses are that yew think this bill
will eliminate, I erstand the com-
plaint is from ma as to the se-
verity with which the [Immigration

forced. As I understand this bill, It
simply tranafers the ground or place
of enforcement from our ports 1o the
Chinese ports.’”

Mr. Tompkins—""Yes; on the ground
where they can find out the facts”

jbut they have turned back studen
‘Itravelers and students and diplomat-

Mr, Foster—"] understand there In
no complaint as to the severity with |
which the coolle In excluded.”

Mr. Tompkins—"1f (here Is any
way. nl' making it stricter, we are with
you.”

Mr, }hyn—"'rhnt is the bone nfl
contention.’

Mr. Foster—'"They do not makn|
that complaint. It is the (mprison-
ment of the King .family. over in

Boston, and the uudlni' back of some
elghty merchani{s In 1899 from Ran
Francisco, and things llke that, which
they complain of. Now,
this law change, or give up any hope |
of change Iin the treatment of
really desirable classes?”

Mr. Tompkins—"“The
change !5, first that the class excluded
shall be definite, Instead of the mul-
tifarious classes that are eligible. We
feel It would be difficult to pass a
law that nominated all the multitudi-
nous classes,"

Mr. Fassett—""The experiment
shows, that the present law does ex-
clude effoctually, Why then both-

er with that particular feature of the
law? Why not introduge some sec-
tions that would mollify the condi-
tlons 7"

Mr. Tompkins—"It Iz not excluded
ones that make the trouble. It s
those whom we Intend to admit but
who do not get admitted because It
was forgotten to define them properly,
There seems to be a great difficulty
in that multitudinous definition.”

Mr. Fassett—"Outside._ of the five
classes mentlonad as exempt from the
law you would llke to add other class-

how does | Pected last year it would be.
the |

proposed |

es whom {t would be proper to ad-
mit=—perhaps ten
classens "

Mr. Tompkins—'"Tt looks as though ]

it would be sasier tn define the coolle,
whom It Is desired to keep out.”

Mr. Fassett—"Would It not be eas-
ler {f you confined your investigation
mojely to China, and Iif a certificate
was finally vised by the United States
ofgcer to allow the holder to come
ln'!’

Mr. Tompkins—'"That Is the propo-
eition in the biNL"

Mr. Famett—"In not that all you
want ™"

Mr. Tompkins—"Besides. excliuding
the coolle class, we want If fixed that
none others will be forgotien 1w be
admitted; otherwise it will be & source
of dissatisfaction. I have not the
ulightést doubt but that the present
discontent manifested by Chink has
three motives behind It. One iz to
get from us all they can with re-
apect to our present laws, Anolher
is to force us to put Chins upon the
same plane an that on which we put
Germany, which, I may say, we can
never do—make & law applicable to
China as It would be to Germany.
There we have to part company with
Ching, We can never togetber
on that., Her low class laborers are
of allen blood, and CANNOL amaigs-
mate with American eitisens, ' I, for
one, think so, and I think my assocl-
ntes en with me. Wea object to
that. We ohject to the admission of
inferfor allons just ax Ar ™ q.
now helleve that slavery wha wrong.”

Mr. Denby—"What u rw mean by
‘conlie'? "

Mr. Tompkins—"

Mr. Dclb?-"'of "

r. Tompkins—"Yues,
r. Denby—" ‘Coo!l-' l| & misno-
mer.”

The Chairman—"You & that yo
thought the termina the Hll.
u It now stands, sh

the definition.
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tha: 'r: oan “t:v:ruot s little differ-
ent om

4 r.. Foord=="Tha courts m defin-
ed u:nl the traveler can come Ilirl.

Mr, McKinlay—"The law sllows the

f¢ people to come here !mlr and
travel through the country.”

Mr. Foord—"Do you know of any
Chinese doctors or lawyers coming
here?"

Mr. McKinlay—"1 have known of
those who alleged that they were, but
they ecould not prove it. But those
who proved it were admitled."

Mr. Foord—"Is not the phraseology
of the second article of the treaty with
ths limitation thereunder subject

°-—

Mr. McKinlay—""That has been de-
fined by the Bupreme Court over and
over again, At San Francisco [ have
had some experience with the ad-
ministration of those Ilaws. The
trouble with the administration s
that thousands come to the port of
San Francisco alleging that they are
merchants and have no proof of |t
not even a consular certificate, and
they are refused the privilege of land-
ing. Thousands come alleging Lo be
doctors and have no proof of i, and
are turned back.

Mr. Hayes—"1 want to ask Mr,
Tompkins If he has in mind any class
that he would lke to include under
the excepled classes that are not ex-
cepted?" «

Mr. Tompkins—*1 do not know the
definition sufficletly in detail. 1 have
definitely In my mind what I would
exclude, and beyond that I would let
in Chinesé upon the same lerms as
people of other countries.’”

Mr. McKinlay-—"You say you are
a manufacturer of cotton and ma-
chinery "

Mr. Tompking—"Yea™

Mr. McKinlay—"Do you send any
of your’ s to China?"

ME, Tompkins—"It does not mat-
ter whether I do or not. If I may
answer in that way without disrespect.
I am as much interested In export
goods as anybody else that exporta
them, As a matter of fact, | do ex-

t.them. That s, I sell them to
New York merchants who export
them,"

Mr. McKinlay—"Do you notlce any
diminutfon of your trade of this year
over that of last year?”

Mr. Tompkine—"No. On the con=
trary, the trade s In better shape.
You could hardly tell in the case of
actunl goods, because [ could go
through New York merchants. The
candition of our side, however, Is bet-
ter than it was'"™

Mr. McKinlay—"8o far as you can
trace your own goods, your condition
Is better than It was?"

Mr. Tompkins—'"Yes, and we ex-
Then
there was no discussion nr this sub-
| Ject, The war stopped It

Mr., McKinlay—"Did you ever lve
in China?"

Mr. Tompkins—*No, sir.”

Mr. MeKinlay—"Did you ever live
on the Pacifiec coamst ?"

Mr, Tompkins—'No, sir,"

Mr. Hayes—"Have you had any
practical experience with the Chinese
at all?”

Mr. Tompkins—"No, sir; not & bit."

Mr. Hayes—"Has apybody of this
association?"

Mr. Foord—"Yes; these gentlemen
here,’

Mr, McKinlay—"Have you gone in-
1o an investigation of
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Mr, Tompkine—"Wu have had plen-
ty of experience with allen races ut}
prople, o

Mr. McKinlay—"Have you gono
over the old® Chinese cxclusion laws
that have been passed for twenty
or thirty yeara?'

Mr. Tompkins—"I have read them
carefully, but not jatterly, 1 stated
In the beginning that hone of us were
expert In the law."

Mr. McKmlay—"You -ub-lnnllu!ly'
express the desire, or wish, here that
the old exclusion laws be sd changed
as to permit the examination of the
Chinesa In China instead of here. If
that be so, what would you do with
the tens of thousands of those who
go to the Mpxican and Canadian bor- |
derd and cross over the border Imto
this country every yeur?  What would
you do with those? They &4 not
depart from China to the United
Btatens.”

Mr. Tompkins—~"They could not get
in"

Mr. McKinlay—"Why 7"

Mr. Tom pkins—'"Boecause they
would not have the certificata from
Chinn under this Foster bill. Pri-
marily 1T wounld keep them out if they
do not have a cortificata from China,
whether they come from Kamchatka
of anywhere else”

Mr, McKinlay—="The lines of the
Immigration Buredu are stretched
wiong our frontiers, and when the
Chinese come to our frontjers they
are stopped If they have not the right
to come In. If you make the ex-
amination of & Chinaman In China, |
and there give him & certificate to
land in the United Btates, and make
It all powerful, do you think that
would bhe & better system than the
present system T

Mr. Tompkinse—"I balleve It would
be betier o have the (nveatigation
made at tha home of the Chinmman,
where you ean_  Quickly determine
whether or not he I8 a doctor, rath-
er than hive him refused the privi-
lege of landing here and sent back.”

Mr. McKinlay=—"Bupposs a China-
men is landed in Mexico and aroru
the line, What would you do?"

Mr. Tompkins—"1 would kesp him

out.’
Mr, McKinlay-~"Would you want

two sets of lines Iinstead of one "
Mr, Tompking=—=“No. I wounld Keep

him out.”
Mr. McKinlay—~"How ‘would you

Mexican border 7
Mr, Mpllun-v“lla must have a
certifieate
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