to. turn  the Kk

at the woodpile, for
he afternoon before,
been

lt thora
lld Allcs

I went to bed
aslesp, snoriog..
off. That was a few n‘unum
§ o'clock, Addie and 1 slept
. 1 heard no nolse.
lamp, which had a poml.lln
yas nearly full of 01!. It_had
filled the Saturday before.
that it was altting 'on_ the
hmn and the burner was on. When
arose, the hmp was on the

E

=.‘It:du'n Gillesple lnd ¢« Henry Lea,
and step-son of Nease, started a
They lived in the house with
and his wife, old Fannie. One
!'uml- came down home and got
pa for having Hemry and his
ve In with em. Bhe was
because they slept an her beds.
Baturday following, Nease came and
father what was the trouble
Mth him and the boys.” They had
 pome conversation“and Nease cursed
who drove him out of the yard.
Cranford, who worked for us
en, sald that Nease declared that
would kill ‘old man Ike Lyerly.'
m Cranford told us about it the next
ng.  Nease was mad. Papa
him that he would have lo sow
the wheat or leave.
“Mr, Cranford went from here to
his home at Hildebrand.
“Nease was down there once or
twice after that but 1 never heard
any more until a few days before the

b

f'

truoﬂr. Nease came down and
asked papa what he was going to do
with e wheat, Papa teold him

“thrash It."

“Della, Jaock's wife, and mama had

trouble ¥Friday morning about the

suds in the tub. After mamsa

I went down to the spring and

eard Della say: 'If she (meaning

mamma) had sald three more words!
would have downed her.'

“Jack and papa did not :et along
Logether, Jack had been there just
aboutl a week. He told papa that he
was golng to work for Mr. Penning-
.l' Pwl sald, “Well, Jack, If you go

and work five days without
hm oft, 1 will treat.’

“I heard Jack say that he wouldn’t
go to work for nmo man before 1
o'clock.

“Mr, Jim Taylor, who had been
working for us and sleeping In the
house, spent last Friday night with
jBam Cooke. I was straining the milk
when he left. BSam Cooke had come
‘over to our house to bring a grain
“‘eradle which hiz father ha¥l borrow-
ed that morning. Jack was at the
#ot with Della who helped.us to milk
the cows Jim Taylor, Bam Cooke
and Jack left together, going down
the path toward the spring. That
snorning Jack had worked for Mr,
Cooke and then he went down to
Mr. Penninger's to get a job, Jim
faylor had seen Mr. Penninger and

' pecured work."

On being questioned by the law-
ors ‘Miss L ¥ continued: “Papa
modt of hls money In the bureau
upstairs. Nothing. in the houss was
disturbed. Even Alice’'s little pock-
et book, which contained 26 cents,
wwas left on the bureau by her bed.
““We did not go by Jack Dilling-
ham's house, which was close to the
path that leads to Mr.) Cooke's, for
we were afrald that Jack might hear
us. We slipped by, fearing that he
might want to kill us too. Bister
Janle, who Is 10, going on 11, sald
that she heard talking in Jack's
house as we passed. It was then
about 11:30 o'clock. We arrn-ed at
Mr. Cooke's at 11:55."

MISS8 ADDIE LYERLY ON THE
STAND.

Miss Addle, the second , Lyerly

ohild, a blond haired girl of 15

years, told of her experience on the

night of the murders In a very di-
_Fect and Interesting way.
“That night,” sald Miss Addle,

“after Mary and I had finished wash-
Ing the dishes and doing our regular
work I sat the lamp In papa's room,
on the bureau, blew It out and went

to our room. Some time between
30 and 11 o'clock 1 waked up and
felt the heat and smelt the smoke
of & fire. Mama had bheen unwall

,and my first thought was that she

4 become worse. [ went down to
or room and, as I entered the door,
- 1 saw that tha bed in which papa and
" John slept was on fire. Papa was on
gthe foot of the bed, with his feet
drawn up. His head was close to the
wall, back wall. He lay on his right
de. I felt him; he was not cold,
t a little stify,

Il’-

ttn en | H:th the
H.r‘l. m:eh eft

cutting

Mamn  wan

N put’ out the fire I

Fat some clothes for

*] 'moo any light or hnl'

talk a8 we passed Jack's house'

“Addle corroborated other

madé by her alster. On.

luuropuﬂ she made the fol-

declarations;

“Wlpq—l m down mama's face Was

with & plllow, One of haer

fest was on the floor. Littlo sister

lay beside her on her back, just as
she had slept.

“When papa turned off the Gil-
lesple boys, Nease came down and
asked him why he had done it. Papa
told him that they wou}d not work
the land, and thg had” to got oul.
Nease was ordered away and as he
went he muttered something but I
could not understond what e said,

Mr. Cranford told us that Nease wuad
nylnl that he would kill ‘old Ike
Lyerly.

“J.ck- wife sald that If mama
hld uttered three more words &he
would have downed her.

“Della, that 18 Jack's wife,
how.we all slept.”

Mr. Matt L, Webbd, an Iilliterate
white man who drove a wagon for
Mr. Penninger, stated that he and
Nease had worked together, In part
he sald: *“Three weeks before the
tragedy, In conversation with me,
while loading lumber at Mr, - Pow-

knew

of wheat. He declared that he
thought the crop would b# pretly
good this year, 1 told im ‘yes' Then
he sald: “Well, old man Ike Lyerly
can cut mine but he won't eal It, or
get the money for it. I told Jones
Thompson what Nease had sald and
he declared that Nease wasn't dan-
gerous,”

LITTLE HENRY TELLS HI8
STORY,
After the foregolng persons had

had thelr say 8 small, bright faced,
curly halred boy, with blue eyes, and
pretly features came In.. He carried
n little white, solled hat in his hand.
His lips twitched nervously, and he
seemed uneasy. He looks more like
his Anglo-S8axon father than he does
his African mother. When asked
who his father was he called the
name of a well-known white man,

“Do you llke Nease Glllesple?”
some one asked,

“No, he has been mean to me,”
was the quick reply.

Solicitor Hammer took Henry be-
tween his legs, pulled off his hat and
patted him on the shoulders, saying:
" Boy,
Nobody wants to harm you. N
must tell us all you know.,”

“Nease  Glllesple beats me.
my grandpa. He whipped me last
Friday. Pa (meaning Nease)
John met Henry Lee and Jack at the
branch, this side of Mr. lke's, Fri-
day night. That's what pa and John
sald when they came back. Pa sald
that he didn't care what they did
with him after ho had done what
he wanted to do. Maw, old Fannle,
asked puw where he was going and
he sald ‘It's none of your business,
but you'll know when I come back.'
She sald no more. Paw and John
came back before dany. 1 was In bed
with maw,

“When paw and John came In they
set down by the fire and maw asked
paw where he had been and he sald:
'God damn it, I've been down to old
Ike Lyerly's I God, T went down
there and killed them. I told you |
was golng to kUl them, and so, by
God, I did.’

“It skeered maw nearly to dealh
when paw sald that, John didn't say
nothing. Jack and paw done It. Paw
sald that Jack's wife held the Iamp.
All mot at the branch, Paw took hins
nxe with him. 1 saw him get it. He
washed It off at the branch but thera
was some left on the pole. He and
John sald they Washed it. We saw
the axe the next morning and there
was a speck of blood on IL Paw
sald he killed Mr. lke and Miss Gus-

sle (Mre, Lyerly) and Jack killed
John and Allce,

“Maw never asked mno more, for
she was skeered.

“Jack dsed Mr. Ike's axe. He and
Mr. Ike fell out about a horse. Paw

and John sald they set the bed afire,
*Before day paw pul his old over-
alls with John's, in a bed tick of straw
and burned them. He burned his
shirts too. ‘We saw them burning
them. They burned them because
they had blood on them. Blood was
all over the ghirts and the overalls,
“I left home early that morning
and told Mr. Mann Walton that paw
had killed Mr, Ike and Miss Guasie.™
“Do you know where you would go

if you wake to tell a story. Henry?"
asked Solicltor Hammer.
“Yes, nir, to the bad place™

answersd Hnnr)'.

“Who made you?"

*The Lord,” was the ready reply.

“Paw sald they threw the lamp in
the brier patch. I saw *a chureh
lamp at Jack's houss the day ma and

lans’, Nease brought up the subject’

and |

rnllu Paw s\ Unt _they threw 1t
& brief thioket
This Mitle umo tath ‘most In-
toresti slory. His worda are full
‘meaning and. the Hiate must rely
mls on  what he says to conyict
# who are now imprisoned
in .ﬁl Chnrlotte jall, Henry ls dis-
te tell too much but his story
yutlrdw tallles, in the maln, with

stogy Is true Nease Gil lple. John,
Henry, George Ervin and Jack and
his wife will hang. No half- Tmn'n
boy ever had more responsibility
resting upon him. It Is a question of
Iife or death,

NBEASE'S \VI_F'E TELLB DIFFERENT

-

If the hlacluq ol:l hag in darkest
African were brought here and put
slde by side with Fannle Gillesple,
the wife of Nease, it would require an
expert student of negro Mces to tell
which was the native of America. |
have never, in a&ll of my experience
with negroes, seen Fannle Glllesple's
equal, Bhe is black, dirty, mean and
stubborn., For two Inches back the
hair has been clipped from her fore-
head, and the remaining kinks are
done In thread. For several Inches
around her eyes the skin of her lean
face s dark colored, as If ahe had
upplled tar to her face untll it had

come to be a part of her, Bhe wore
& Dithy, short dress, and nothing
more, Her feel were nnked, wrink-
Iod and scaly.

“Fannie Glllesple,” she sald, “Is
my name,"” This s an Instanoce

where the man took the name of his
wife. Nease, who had been knowh
as Mich Graham, became a Gillesple
after he married Fannle. The chil-
dren in neighborhoods, where Fannle
has lived, fear her. They say that
cghe |8 cramy and likes to run people.

Bhe I8 not formidable looking, but
when her foot falls it does so without
making a sound or leaving a track,
She glides swiftly, but sllently, One
| thinke of the missing link as she ap-
Ilpronrhva him. The night of the mur-
der she and little Henry were In the
same room. Their storlds do not
tally.

“I ralped Henry Mayhew,
boy,” sald Fannle,

“What Is the matter with your face
and eyes and head old woman 7" usk-
ed a lawyer.

“Nease put plteh on
my halr while 1 was asleep,

the little

me and cut
He has

we're not going to hurt you, | been doing that for a long time, I
ow you fuun he does It for it happens while
’ He has whipped me |

am a sleep

He's | many a lime.

“l have been married to Nease four
years. We have lived together
years. Me and Nease and John and
little Henry lived togéther.
116 years old, I am his grandma and
Nease [u his paw, by one of my

of My,
when Mr,
and called Nease and asked him
he knew that some one had killed Blr
Ike, Miss Gussie and the chilldren. I
culled to Henry, waked him up and
told him about it *

“Nease got up, and left for his
work, He didn't stay for no break-
fast. I told him If the Lyerlys wera
dead to come back and tell me but
he didn't do it. I was In ohe room
that night and Nense was in another,
John didn't come to my house that
night. He went away at dinner time
Thursday gnd dldn’t come back. He
was at Mr. Mann Walton's, Nease
come home about sundown,

“No, sir, 1 didn’'t see pno crowd at
the well, If 1 told the sheriff that
I have forgotten It. 1 did not say
that Nease knew aboul the murder”™

Old Fannle had declared, on the
morning after the crime that ghe had
seen a crowd of men at her weall Fri-

1ke was before it eame light,

day night. This, Bheriff Jullan saald,
vas true Fannle contradicted the
sherif, Mr. Dick Flles sald that

Fannle had told him that Nease knew
about the murder. This, Fannia de-
oied, also 8he did not know any-
thing about Nease'n axe oOr over-
alls, She explained the fire Iin the
yurd, which she sald had been bullt
on Thursday, by maying that Nease
had told her to burn up the bed bugs
that were literally eating him up.

“Nease had a palr of old overalls
and a good palr,” continued Fannle,
“John had two palr. Baturday Is my
wash day, I put three palra of draw-
ers and one shirt In the pot that
morning, when they came after me.”

Here Dr. Dorsett produced two wet
shirts which had been taken from the
pot In question,

AFRAID OF NEASBE,

Fannle had made the error
she would admit. She saw that
had left off one shirt.

that
she

“No, I never saw Neare, Jack and
John talking together,” deciared Fan-
nle. “"Nease did say fthat Mr,

Lyerly could cut the wheat, but he

the -one he told the day after the,
murder at the coronér's lnquul e
is smart and very brl It his

-w tho lna on the  mantel [ geod

“*Have you done anylhing™ | ask-
‘Did you have any hand in the |*
affalr?

‘**No, she sald, ‘but my husband
| Here old Fannie broke out ngain
and mid: “"Hang me wWhen you get
ready.”

Evervbody had become convingeed

hen
look at the. people’
_ 't run, 1 went "to

of A Begro named Brooks,
“Haenry h,m He Is a very

E.

b

not seen Henry
since the morning after the tragedy.
She hAd no idea what he was saying.

“Neage didn't eat anything hat
morning. Me and the boy ate what
cold things we had, Nease drank
coffee.'"

Earller Fannle had declared that
Nense did not as much as take coffee,

“No, I don't Rknow what Henry
snys."

Bhe was told that Henry had sald
that she was frightened when Neaso
told her what he had done.

“Well, if Henry heard I
didn't,"’

HENRY WAS BROUGHT IN.

A modst Interesting thing occurred
here. Little Henry was brought In.
The boy saw his grandmother and
tears welled A his eves nnd his
mouth puckered.

“Come here, Henry,"” sald Mr,
Hammer,” and feach your grand-
motheér Wow to -tall the truth.”

The | boy told hir story over again.
Old Fannle turned her head away and
beat a gentle tattoo upon the foor
with a pltiful looking blg toe.

“Didn't paw say he killed them,
mama?" asked Henry, with tears in
his eyes, am he looked his grand-
mother In the face, after she had
turned around.

that

“I never heard . him,” anawered
Fannie.

“Well, he sald,” declared Henry with
| spirit.

Hénry wag returned to the jall

0ld- Fannl wilted o little but
screwed her llps Jato a funnel and
made up her mind to tell nothing.

'msald the negroes
|count If they would stand

Bhe told those about her 1o take her
out and heng her or do anything
else they wanted to-do, Bherift Jullan
and Bolleftor Hammer tried Lo ex-
plain to heér that no one wanted to
harm her,

“Henry lee told his daddy.”
the old negress, ‘‘that old man
Lyerly should be killed.

“Yeu, I told Mr. Roseman (a con-
stable) that white folks stuck to-
gother but negroes wouldn't do 1t 1
would boe some ac-
together
Mr,’ Dave Alexander of Mecklenburg
sald to me once thal negroes would

sald
Ike

'not be any good untll they learned to

20 |
John s |

giris. { ed.
*““The first 1 knew about the death | Lyerly

stick to each other.”

“Ia that why you are sticking to
Nease?' was adked,
“If a negro wont stick to me do

you reckon I'm golng to stick to
him? Me and Nease huin't got along
together in several years'

Mr. Dick Files came In the room st
this juncture and told the sollcitor
what Fannie had sald to him the
morping she wds running from the
officers.

““You reckon they will
she asked as she came ujp,”
Files

kit me "
sald My

Plesa Barber came ulunk dala.' "

that Fannle was lying and that she
had made up her mind to continue to
do #0, She had been trupped In n
dogen or more Instances. In a way she
was definnt If a rope had been
laced about her neck she would not
ave fMinched., She hAd been treated
kindly by Mr. Hammer,

Mr. Hammer sent:a parting shot
after old Fannle: “Now, old woman,
are wo to belleve you or the boy ™"

“Belleve him-—(and & long pause)
if yon want to,”” sald the negress

Henry had stuck to his story but
it was vefy evident that he feared his
grandmother,

Fannle Gillespfe |8 a wenderful
woman, Bhe looks ke a savage, but
she thinks well, It was plaln to one
and all that she lled yesterday, but
there waus no why to correct her
Henry told some one after he left
her presence that she was afrald of
Nease, That, he declared, was the
reason she wonld not tell the truth
It was suggested that Fannle
ballever in the anclent practice of
conjuring. When asked concerning
this she half-way admitted that she
feared the tricks of a conjurer. Bhe
sald that Neawe was called a con-
jurer. Her stories of Nease's cruelty
to her,
eutting her hilr and trimMing her
finger nalls to the quick, while she
slept, are pitiful to  hear. Little
Henry has besn led to belleve that
what Fannie says about Nease's crunl
treatment I true, Old Fannie is
cunning. 8She knows what to say and
what not to say. Bhe has a certaln
sort of nerve, Although she was
conxed here, the offect would have
been the mame had she been threat-

enced. Half a savage and balf a
axard, she I8 an Interesting
charncter., One motent, those who

watched her as she fomead with Mr,
Hammer, Mr. Kluttz or Mr. Linn were

Was n |
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his burnimg her with plteh, |
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aimost sorry for her, but the next Ifl o'clodk that night. We were In a |man, sald: “Nease and George Ervin
they felt for the lawyers, For twao | bhack room Taylor |a at hls home at | worked for me. Nease left before
hours they ftried her, but she told | Hrldgewatar now." supper but George remained there,
r;;nhlmr\ﬂ I“f;](”\'tiilllil I‘I"'l(&{"l!”_\ shi THE FIRST TO RFER THE AXE. “l had heard nothing sabout the
digsowne declarations mat =he was . 2 wheat since Feabruary. Nease told
sald to have made last  Halurday, | ™r. Charles Brown, of Cleveland, | ., "yt he thought l:l could hold his
tiond men, men who would nol pee 0 'm'iul': the following statement: “Mr. | purt by law but would not Mo that;
halr on the head of an innocent negro | W. T Carter and mysell went to the | he would let Mr. Lyerly have It
harmed, were as good as charged with ?I""l“‘ . homae, We got there ‘lllll'l_ﬂ Neawy came Saturday morning, cur-
Iving by her 430 o'clovk Ax we passed Nease's | rled his horses, witered them and
JACK WOULD FIX MR LYERLY. Ihiovuse we e 1l.l--|- no lght, My Mless | wtarted 1o gear them, but he \'hun“d

John Henderson, a tall. binvk ““‘:_I"r -'~“_! Wil Hurber soon came his mind and told ma that he bellevs
negro, wearing overalls, took (he Abhout & o'vliwk we arrested Jack |ed that he would not work that day.
atand arter Fannte had bacn ushsred I'!Hn.,;ln..m:_ We  knocked ot the [Phat was bafors the Sherlff came. A
out. He sald that he und Nease and | 9007 j'.ll Barber told Jack to got fman by the name of Gray and Jim
Jark were golng to Barber's one WY ‘_"'"*‘ # wife told us to not come |Pavior told me of the ceime I went
I night On the wayv Jack sald: "My In Hhe did all the talking Jack | down nnd nsked Nease about It He
and old man lke Lyerly had n fuss’ wilil nothing. He wan a long time [ guid nothing until | spoke tn him, but

Nease declared ."Y-‘!, It you foul |™ ,Il-:.“‘ﬁ his appearance, he hnd hurdiy had time (o do so.

with old man “h he'll hinve you on Newxa came by the house about “Friduy afternoon, at . the mill, 1
I}]n chalngang." daylight ”': rekod IF all were dead. | made o trade with Jim Taylor, I
| “Phat's no more than T have been, |10 stemed at a loss tu know what to | hired him and asked if he wounld stay
[anld Jack. “But if old may Lyeply |M4¥. He wanted 1o say something |that night.  He said no, he would go
ldon't mind I'l fix him." - - - .m”[..“"tlllihnl o rsll‘ I"““""TT*"N- to Mr, Lyerly He left my place be-
! . . L . B riw the axe nl the Lyerly houss. | tween sundown and dark -
| THE 1]':3;!}:;];"‘. \\l_lll).jJ\:‘f..I!:h MR. It lay beneath the porch 1“.“'.-“_1,"| “Nenss was arrested at the Lyerly

4 . = o . . enst uf the front entrance, Thera plaee.

Mr. 8am Cooke, the young man who | Was blood on the handle us well as the ANUTHEIL THREAT MADE
walked away from the Lyerly home | #1%°. YR (e s
Friday evening late, with Jim Taylor | 1 know that Henry told his story |q oo 1 g 29000 45007 SRR S
and Jack Dilinghnm, =ald: “f Jeft |#fter 4 o'vlock In the afternoon, Bridgewater, Inst Tuesday, He sald

P ey % “Wo wont to Nease's house nbout 7 . N AR ¥ . ”

the Lyerlys at 4:30 and started home. Wont e hariy URe BROUL 7 | ypat Nease had told him that if he
Jim Taylor went with me. Jack o'clock. Thera had been one or more did not u',"" his wheat he would get
came on at the same Ume, As Jack |fires about the yord. There wan evi- old man Lyerly

started away Mr. Lyerly sald: “Well,
Jack If you work over at the saw
mill Bve days 1 will treat you' 'Yes,'
Mrs. Lyerly sald, ‘and I will give you

something good to eat, Jack.'

“After we had left the house Jack
unld: 'If 1 waskn't on the old man's
place 1 would curse him out.’

“Taylor and mysclf went to bed at

dence that clothes of some descrip- |

tion had been burned, One of the
party pleked up n rock and an-
nounced that 1t was still warm., In

a cooking pot In the housy we found
two shirts and threo palra of draws«
ers.”’

JOHN
Mr,

PENNINGER TALKB.
John Penninger, the mber

Chlef of Pollce Frank Miller,
Sallsbury, sald that he saw the Lyerly
nxe and that It was  bloody. Mr.
Arthur Thompson sald  that lttle
Henry showed him  where to  find
Nease's axe and that, when he pleked
It up In the yard, at 6 o'clock In the

(Continued on Page Four.)
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““2 SQUARE DEAL TO EVERY MAN."”

more than sufficient to pay off the state’s entire indebtedness.
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Paying Off The State’s Indebtedness

URING the past two years the people of North Carolina paid in premiums to foreign life insurance companies an amount of money
If this vast sum could have been invested in North Carolina instead of
going to enrich obher sections, the state to-day would be wealthier by several million dollars. The people are awakening to the impor-
tance of this matter and by liberally patronizing home companies are showing a commendable disposition to change the existing order.
have learned that the GREENSBORO LIFE affords them the best protection to be had, at just and equitable rates, and they are giving this
LEADING HOME COMPANY' a larger share of their patronage than they are bestowing upon any other company. In a few days the GREENS-
BORO LIFE will close its first year with a great deal more business on itg books than any other company ever wrote in this territory in one year,

‘“Thére’s a reason.”

They
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