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L SSHORTCOMINGS OF MR. TAFT.”
The New York Bun iw appar ntly
o ‘l" much o favor of Willlam How-
. il"ll. Tatt, of Ohlo, the prescent Becre-
p.ry of War, for President to succoed
-l L Rooscvell, If we may judge by an
#dibria) In a recent Issue under the
.'.‘pﬂon abowe quoted. Belng an how
§ MY, Tant s sometimes spoken of as a
S pepson who might be oligible for the
Chief magistracy In 190%, "It s In-
3 faresting.” mys The Bun, “If of doubt-
“ful profit. to consider at this
& What are the more conspletous dis-
1 T“llnlo; which Mr. Taft enjoys”
In the frst place, he stubbornly
efises 1o be n candidate,
i vitality and energy are “habitually and
pergintently misapplied. Am a report-
Il’eonm-ﬂm! with the Cincinnatl press
he @4 his work effectively, served his
employers falthfully, but wutterly
falled to convert his opportunities Lo
S Bhis own advantage or aggrandize-
' ment. Even thus early he showed |
=" ‘the same disinclination and aversion
\ 20 self-assertion and self-protrusion
5 that mark his course to-day.” The
same deficlency characterized his ad-
5 ministration of the office of prosecut-
" dng attorney of Hamilton county.
B *He was made collector of Internal
8 revenue for the first district of Ohlo,
m Bt the ‘end of two years relin-
‘Qitlahed the place with the beggurly
L yecord of having collected all  the
- Fevenue there was to colleet and
Cll‘n.d it in to the Treasury. Did his
U bare, maked duty in faol, whereas—
.ht peed we point out how auapl-
clous are the oceasions of a collector-
S shlp, and mrust we lllustraie how well
l...)r hava been uvalled of by men of
really constructive statesmanship?’
8 After considering his “defects” whilo
£ on the bench The Bun sAyE:
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steamship n-mrum wrld. the
| Hamburg-Amorican © Line,  salled
e  first vessel from a = Cer-
man - port  for the United . Btates |
fifty years ago. On the firet trip to
America, the Vesse]l In commisston
carried ninely passengers fn all, A
recent trip of the Kalserin Auguste
Victoris, resulted in. the landing of
570 Orst-glags, 800 second-class, 260
third-class and 800 steerage passen-
goFn, In additton to & crew of B6O,
making In sl 2,670 souls! Tha voy.
age consumed from twenty-nine to
forty days when first attempted, and
this has been reduced, in recent yehrs
by this company's vessels to less than
five days and a half., Comfort Is
not sacrificed to speed; &and in one
of Its modern vessels the voyager In
surrounded with convenience and sle-
gance. Bultes contalning  sitting.
room, dinlng room, bed-rooms and
baths, for seven persons, may be pro-
cured. Eleciric lights, florist shops,
palm garden with fountain, lfbraries,
hydropathlc and electric baths, nur-
series and gymnasiums are all to be
found, An information bureauy, on
board, sells rallway tickets and hotel
coupons and the furnishings and aps
pointments are luxurfous. Nearly all
| vensel® which cross tha Atlantic are
| now cquipped with wireless telegraph
| facilities and en some of the larger
newspapers are occasionally
| printed, the news belug recelved by
" wirelese .
| It is hard to realize that fifty years
ago It required from twenly-nine lo
forty days to cross the Atlantle, Now
when w vossel In oul more than two
weeks—unless It be a glow sall affair
—apprehension ia felt as to Iin safety.
Fir Walter Ralelgh once wrole;
“Whoever wns the Inventor of ships,
every age added momewhat to
them, and in my time they have been
greally bettored.” This was over 300
years ago, mince which time the
| changea for the better have indeed
| been great. Raleigh's time it raquired
'a greal deal of courage to undertake
A trip neross the Atiantic; now many
people think no more of It than they
do of making a short rallway jour-
™
|
| THE COTTON-STALK
BCHEME.
The Chattancoga Times says that
he report of the expert chemist em-
ployed by the Little Rock, Ark., board
‘-.r trande 1o Investigate the clalm that
|mgh grade paper can cheaply |
| made from the cotton stalk, has just
"Iw'u made, thoroughly upsetting the
|claim of the promoter of the great
|1lrn]ml and declaring that the pro-
Is nbsolutely Impractical and
’f himerical It Is stated by the Little
Rock chemist, who clalms to have
made exhaustive tests, that high
grade paper cannol be made from
this stalk and that the lower grade
that can be made from It would be
too costly even for experiment. “The
fallure of the project,” contlnues The
Times, "will rgvall the great under=-
tnkings made several vears augo
make all sorts of things out of corn
sinlks, wevern! milllons of dollars
| having been invested In plants and
| mmg hinery for the purpose The
chief Industry, however, of that great
|<h-ll|~lrdl waws the male of stock from
the promoter was the
| benonciary. Fortunately the cotton
sialk Industry had reached the
wtock melling stage before 1L collapmed,
the growing
The chief promoter of the
lo make paper from ocotton
|wtulks fgured that In a short time an
value §500,000,-
thus be added to the
staple crop These fgures
made the thing appear vimion-
repart of the Little Rock
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Wk Very l’w-ullnr\-—l"a Friends Do
Not Belleve That Ho Was Dyrowned,
[ Put That e Was Killed in Falling.

The untimely death of young Bam-
uel A, Drissie, one of Charlotte's most
| popular young moen, has  cast n
gloom over the community, Many of
hin friends are willl at o loss 0 kKnow
|why und how he fell in one of ““The
Pools” near Chimney Rook,

Those who msaw the body of the
| young man belleve that he was killen
| by the full, ruther than from drown-

Ing. From the edge of the pool,
lwhich In more ke a large well In
Leolld rock than anything slse, to the
wuter, It I» n distance of 20 feal,
Hrimsle and hin frionds approached
the pool from the upper side, which
Iv cuntrary to the custam of visltors,
und, tn moving closer, hisn foet How
out from under him and he slipped
In, faer foremhost and on his back.
An the body descendad the head strick
the jutting oliffm.

When the body was reécavered the
lunge were found to contain but Hes
fle wuter; this indicated that he did
nol drown.  Those who watched at
tht pool cleim that the body never
vame to the top after It went, down.
Tha negre guilde who led the founy
men into the pool from the w
wide, must have falt sure there wm
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‘;I'ha dinuaf-‘uﬂa, flanke l"
twlo w iehsln.mnbﬂt ﬂlr
thing left on its logs  The
tin' 0 had tfallen dowi; m pur
fuszsy<-headed . doll was samo
fiat. on her face, and the o
sansy, black-eyed mistr

With one arm held m"ﬁ dmb lp- s

peal; the littie pollows bet

IG
casps to conceal the bluc-s:rlp«l{l i;
the bed-clothes, théy belng Ltowels
were laxily jumbled; the o clock
face, the small pink parasol, the
pasteboard shoe-box, and even the
parior carpet--a  hearth

been tomsed just any old where.' All
this was under a roof of maple leaves,
There was not & llving thing in sight,
save a black and tan rat terrier, curl-
ed up on the doll bed, 1f Miss Ruth
and Miss Evelyn badn't come up while
I still loaked st thelr abandoned prop-
erty, 1 should have thought that the
household had suddenly been pos-
pessed of the desire to go away for
the summer and had laft the premives
in the ¢onfusion incident to packing
Indeed, n groat deal of
sewing had been done there, as the
dainty doll aprons and skirts testified,
and & deal more had been projected,
ar shown by the hap-hazard wsoraps,
still unfashioned. My conclusion, as
I say. should have been wrong; for
the young ladies did come up. They
had only been at the next-door
neighbor's and had seen a strunger
slaring wt and trespassing upon thelr
heath, and It was with a brave show
of proprietorship that they demanded
whit he was dolng  (here.
Ruth's white dress was tguched with
no color, but Misd Evelyn had »
broad pink ribbon, tied with a gen-
erous bow, for her belt, Both thelr
cropped heads were bare, and they
were as cool as thelr 'shady play-
ground. Though they sgpoke rather
abruptly to thelr uninvited visitor, I
am giad they came home just then,
because (1) 1 should disllke to think
thut they were hard-hearted enough
to go sway to the springs and leave
those poor, helpless dolls In such un-
comfortable powitions and without
faood, dring, or ehange of raiment, and
(2) the busy way In which they be-
gan to =et things to rights disabused
my mind of e first Impression, Lhat
here wus the abode of cateless, lazy
housewives, They do not know me
nor care for my opinjon, but [ am
glad to huve been sel right for my
own skke, The exposure of bad
housewifery Is Just as pdinful to me
us the exposurs of bad packing-
houssy—I mean the existence, rather
than éxpbsure. It |5 Just as bad us
any other, .bort of ugliness where
beauty might be,

LR I

nothing sa self-sufMclent
as & child; no other such artist. What
Miss Ruth would have she wills it
Iin her imagination, and, lo, there you
are! Shé is the mistress of an Ingle-
side at five years old, The life alf%
Imagines in thal sassy-cyed doll s

There is

| aw well for her purpose axs life Indeed,

Her mind la more creatiye than
Bhakespeare's. Litde (t differs with
her whether she be In the city or the
country, as it will in her womanhood,
When, she, grows older and learna to
distingulsh dream from reality, she
will lose yemr by year the blessed
capacity to enjoy hersdelf] in the strict
sénse of the term. She will feel the
need of stimulation from other minds
and must have human soclety to
avold the estate of & gaping dullard.
But now she can have her palace un-
der the maple, hard by a clly street,
or she can wander alone about pas-
tures und woods and "find soclety
where none Intrudes.' The grown
man who might go with her would,
It he nhould be an ordinary man, see
nothing In the leafy dingle but briers
nnd brush, but her ecaprice would
people It with e, Perfect knowl.
vidge drives out all fear, and all fancy.
If one could know all things, as seon
an hin mind grew accuastomed to the
knowledge, he would lose the chiefest
joy of life—the abllity to wonder
and the thrill of discovery There
would bo no more poetry for him; he
would be helpless In the prison of his
wimlom The dream-wings would be
clipped. He could nevermore enjoy
himwelf Laughter would die from
his lipw, love from his heart, and ter-
ror from his eyes. Fact would rear
up before every fantaxy und glive It
he 11 This line of philosophy, how-
Aver, 18 imaginary almo#t beyond the
pile of poetie license; for Is It not &
wild supposition, thul of @ man pos-
momcidd of all knowledge? No man
orn of woman stands In danger on
that The polnt Is that this
facully of enpoying one's self s in
some sort & recompense for Ignor-
ance  and  child-heartedness, The
ohild's great desire s 0 geol grown
The boy of five wants (o shave and
woear long trousers, and the girl pr
five surtounds herself with her doll
chllilren and plays mother, They do
not know, as none of us know, hap-
plne when they have L, else they
would be vontent to Hbe children for-
wver

nCOre,

e

L] al L]

The saddest conditton ' of human
e s What old Wadsworth saw  and
expressed In his famous Ode, that we
come into the world fresh from
heaven and “truiling  <louds of
glory,” but murch through NHfe with
out faces from |t He, maowt of all
man, perhaps, held o BIEHaaven and
dld not permit himself to drift away
from It. e never lost his sensé of
A Presence In natore, nor his “sim-
ple fulth that every Hower ebjays the
nir it breathes.” He needsd no Coney
Island, no theatre, no automoblld, no
artificial amusement; the black our-
tnin of apathy never fell before his
eyon; with the sirength of & strong
man, he lived a hnu.llro of childhood,

L B

Home dny Miss Wuth  and  Miss
Bvelyn will jumbis thelr . thyn and
leave them for good, waking 1o the
knowledge that they are bet make-
belleve, IL {8 up to them how much
they will remember and clenve to of
these budding spring days, sguinst
the stout, well-fed summer and . the
hectio autvmn, But it I8 fodllsh
now 10 magest less  cheerfal . (hings
to.them,  and very useless, May
April Ypger long with them, when
thay may have what they will to have
nm{ can lavish love om & plece of
chind with glass oyes and hnnJ:on
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PERSONAL.

The Movement of & Number of Peo-
plo, Visitors and Others.

Mr. O. L. Barringer rolurned o
the olty yesterday morning after
making a demonstration tour on hls
Franklin car fhrough the contral
part of the Blate,

Mr. D, K. McRas, of Hickory,
spent yastetday in the city, staying ut

6 Central,

Amon: the ouwt-of-town penple here
yesterday were Mesars. W. N. Jeans
and James A. Leak, of Wadesboro,

Mr, L. 8, Mock, of Ballsbury, spent
yosterday in the city with friends

Mesars. 8. B. Bundy, J. E. Stack and
W. J. Rudge, of Monree, were In the
city yesterday 'to see the Monroe-
Mountain Iskand baseball game. :

Mr., F. K. Tomlinson, of Fayetté-
ville, was a wisitor In the city yes-
terday, being a guest at ths Central

Mr. L. T. Hartsell, of Conocord, was
among the guests at the Buford yes-
terday,

Mr., C. A. Dilling, of King's Moun-
tain, spent yesterday In Charlolle on
business.

Mr, W, W. Watt returned to the
cHy yesterday morning ufter a busl-
nesa trip In Bouth Carolina

Mr. J.. A. McLean, of Fayetteville,
wis o visitor in the city yesterday,
being a guest al the Buford.

IMr. T. E,
yesterdny in the city.

Mr. J. M. Waynick,
spent yesterday In the
the Centmal,

Mr. W. H. Wylle, of Rock HIll,
., spent yesterday in the city
business.

Rev. Franaly M. Osbarne went to
Cooloamee yesterday and will conduct
sorvicos at the Episcopal charch there
to-day.

Messrs, George A. Warlick and A
H. Crowell, two prominent business
men of Newton, spent yesterday In
the city.

Mr. W. W. Harriss left last night
for Cuba on a busineas grip.

Mr. Ernest C. Vernon has returned
to the city after spending sdmae time
at Atlantic City and other Northern

resorts,
Byers has arrived In

of Greensbeqro,
city, staying at

8.
on

Mr. David P
the city after nn extended business
trip and will be here for some time.

Among the out-of-town people here
last night was Mr. W. M. Smith, of
Bhelby,

Mr. L. N. Wehater, of Pittshoro,
sponding a few days In the elty.

Mr. J. Howard Paylor, of High
Point, was among the guests at the
Central last night

Maj, C. H. Gattls, of Ralelgh, the
clever young Iraveling passenger
agent for the Heabourd Alr Line,
spont last evening in the city and
will leave this morning for the State
é¢ncampment groounds st Morehead
Ciy, having In charge the military
ppecial that will take the artillery-
mon to the groundas,

Mr. J. F. Anderson, of Mountain
Island, was among the guests at the
Contral last night

Capt. J. W. Copaland, a prominent
citizgen of Btatesville, spent yesterday
in the city

Mr. J. LeGrand Jverstt passed
through the city yasterday on hia
way home t¢ Rockingham from Hen-
dersonville,

Mr, James A Leak, of Wadesboro,
{s apending several days In the oity,

Mr, . C. Morrison, of Augustia,
On,, wae ono of the wvisitors at the
Bouthern Manufacturers’ Club yester

dny,

Mr. A. West, of Mt. Holly, spent
yestordny In the elly on business

Mr. . . Fitch, of New Orleans,
La, wis ane of the xuests at the
Bouthern Munufacturers’ Club yester-
dny.

iir. It. T. tiray, n well-known mem-
bar of the MMalsigh bar, spént yester-
day in the elty

Mr. T. K. Moors, of Tucapau, 8. O,
one of the most ominent cotton
manufacturers in tha Bouth, spent
yedterday In the olty,

Mr. W. F. Hurnett, & well-known
banker of h‘rmr!nnbﬂ?l. B C, was a
Chariotte visitor yesterday,

Prof. F. P. Hobgood, president of
Oxford « Seminary, . Oxford., was__n
guest in the city yesterdsy, stopping
at the Central,

Capt, Claude Morrisgn has return-
od from Penneylvagin, whéere he vis-
Ited relativen.
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