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s Editor of The Observer: :
fome days sincs I noficed a com-
Sunication \n your papér signed by

BW. A Bllllogy, of Durham, pre=-

ging charges agauinst the mansge-
i of the Centrel Hospital for the
pne, localed at Ralggh, Dr. Jamés
lKpe being the superintendent In

N

The upfortunate Insans of our |
have had mY deepest sympathy

S abd ‘apprectats their lamentable con-

“glom #nd 1 feel that an injury or in-
3 20 any of these unforiunales, or
relntives, s an insult or injury

great Commonwealth of North

While 1 have known Dr.

S by repuatation. for many yoars,
B hd while 1 know him to be not only
5 an eminent physiclan and sifenist but

>

= munication from Mr.

* - pondence

‘B -modt humans man, still the com-
Billings was so
Vdireet and glear cut that 1 fell sure
that the charges made therein must
: at lesst some foundalion in fact
this nocount, | awaited the reply
Dr. McKee with much interest.
" Falling to observe any reply, 1 fnally
‘wrote him, called his attention to Mr.
Billings' Jetter and the charges thereln
tontained, asked for his verslon of
the malter, and sugEented that the
thota be given to the public. In reply
1 recelved & most courteous lelter
the doctor, setting forth in detail |
all the Information in his possession
and anclosing coples of all  corres-
between himself and the
coroner of Johnston county, the rela-
tives of the Mr, Billings who was
formerly confined in his Institution,
and Gevernor Glenn, who has Investl-
gated this matter pursuant to the
complaint made
I have no desire to be a busybody
or to Intermeddle with affairs which
do mot concern me. Bul In this in-
nee I fell that this malter was one
public concern and that the peo-
ple of our Biate should know whether
or motl the charges made against the

! .'. amanagement of the hospilal could be

sustained, and hence 1 feit at liberty
Ao take the matter up, fArst, for my
own niformation, and secondly, te en-
deavor to see to It that, If an¥ wrong |
bad been done, the same should be |
remedied and thal spgpedily, Dr. Me-
Kee says that he has Dbeen much
puined on mocount of the complaints
made, but that he had such an sbhor-
rence of & controversy In A pewspaper
that he preferred to suffer the In-
Justice which has been done him
rather than go Into ¢he matter In
the public prints, 1 think, therefore, |
I am justified in glving the concluslons |
which I have reached after a careful |
and painsiaking effort to find the true |
facts in regard to the matter. This |
I Bave tried to do inpartially, I am
not A partisan of Dr. McKee, nor Is
this written at his Instance, or sugges- |
tion, but simply thut the public may
know what muenner of treatment s
socorded (o the unfortunates com-
mitted to the care of our public In-
situtions,

In his communication, Mr. Billings
makes four charges:; First, of dis-
courtesy to the relatlves on the part
of the management of the hospital;
second, of misrepresentution, In that
the relatives were Informed thal
George E. Rillings was In the inatitu-
tien and doing well, whereas, an a
matter of fact, he had escaped prior
f0 that time; third, that the family
were mol notified of hisn escape;
fourth, that his family were not notl-
fled of his death. I take up these
c¢harges In thelr order.

First, the charge of discour{esy.
Thip charge seems o originate Lzom
a letter written by Dr., MacKeos o
Mra. Billings. the mother of George
E. Blllings, and from the allegations
that the relatives were not parmitted
10 see thelr kinsman., The facts in
4Ahls connection wseems (o be these:
Mra. Billlpgs addressed n letter 1o one
of the nurses employed tn the hospital
snaking Inquiry In regard Lo the
whareabouts and condition of her son
and concludad by threatening an in-
yestigation in case a reply was  not
fmmediately fortheoming The
Burse Lturned this letter over to Dr
MeKes who r led promptly | have |
vouad thia letter carefully and | can-
not see how any charge of discourieay
on this account can be sustained. The |
dootor Mimply called Mrs., Billings' at-
tention to the fact that the
oot allow nurees carry on the offi- |
¢lal correspondence and that he (Dr. |
MoKoe) was the proper person Lo u-];l

|

rules did

dress all communications upon mal-
fers relating to the hospital
followed ull the information
od by Mrs
the nuree.
The eother charge of discaurieny,
Bamely that the reiatives were re.
fused permission o see thelr klmlman|
&l the hoapital, may have some foun- |
datlon In fact but If mo, Dr. MeKee
has been unable to discover N .llhi|
dhe relptives have hiin no  ase |
#istance in »o Jdoing I am advised |
dhat the rules require that al! visltors
e met by wome officer. This officer |
daetermines whethior or not the visitor
be allowed 1o rer lient If he |
thinke proper, and the patient be in
preper conditiun, permintion I readily I
ebtained. Ir nol the came,
parmiasion I refused and Lhe reason |
BMsigned. U'pon complaint In the casa
i gquestion, Dr. McKee guestioned
avery oMmcer at the institution In rr-l
gard to the matter, and none of them
Can recall any application (o see Mr, |
Billlngs at the
and all stale emg pors |
migslon Lo see him was not refused Lo
shyone. Mrs, Hillings

'rhrh
requesl -
letle to

Billings In her

the

such be

tha person refusing wuch permimsion,
2L may be that permission was refas-
ol but If po, Dy, McKe# hus been un-
o discover 1, and | do not see

W be can be criticised Iu this be-
i until the offendsr be polnted out

. 89 that be be given an opportunity to
ke actlon In the premises. Of
Sourse there are many smployes un-
ger his contro! and dirsction And it is

Wpon complaint that he oan

It

;-__ msiter of impossibility for Dr. Me-

B 10 know all that they do. It ls
. ¥ '/

“ ‘ 4

n whether or not the employes
been derallet In the performance
duty. MHesides, ¢ cannot
jile ADY reason why any officer
the dnstitution could have refused
e relatives permission 10 see thelr
. ! hud he beon in such cond)-
X Mhat he could be seen. If he
e nol, It will be. readily peon that
EAA the duly of the officer Lo refuse
) B, no matter how
the relatives might inwiet
of the is i# in the
fos of the insti-

et

hius been Invits | rany
&4 to visit the hospital and point out |I "

. dy tha faulls eomplained of
Third, the e ‘that Dr,
did not notify the relatives
escape: Thin charge s true. Dr, Mo~
Kee says that, when he first became
connected with the hoapital, he
establizshed the rule to potify relatives
in cases of escupe, He n{: that his
experience has caused him to abrogate
this rule and that it -has not been his
cuslom of iate Years o give any
notice to relatlyes of the escape of
patients. He notifies the county au-
thorities; and takes every precaution
to apprehend the escaped patients
and to procure thelr return {o the In-
stitution. His experience |8 that they
are uspally caught whhin the con-
fines of Wake county by persons who
observe their peculiar behavior and
that they return such to the hospltal
He further sa¥s that when the rel-
atives are notified of an escape, the
notification produces such & condition
of sanxious solicitude on their part,
amounting In some cases to werious
mental and physical Injuary, as to ren-
der it very guestionable as to whether
any good has been accomplished by
the notifcdtion. In a large majority
uf cases, In fact, In nearly every case,
the reintives would mnor be able Lo
render any assistance In the capture
and return of the escaped wunfortu-
nate, and I can very rveadily see the
effect thalt such mnotification would
have upon well people, anxious and
solicitouy relatives and friends, sspe-
elally sensitive women. When it can
sccomplish no practical result, and
when [t-produces wo much injury and
0o much anxiety to the relatives, I
can see that It {8 a debatable question
a3 W what method to pursue,  §
frankly say 1 whould deem It best In
all casen that relatives should be noti-
fied. 1 felt this from the beginning
und still feel so, Butl 1 can ses how
others may think otherwise and be
perfectly honest in their epinilons. 1
am satisfied that Dr. McKee did what
he thought was right In the pre aises
and If he conmmitted an error It was
of the head and not of the heart
There could be no motive for his act-
ing otherwise. It would not have put
any burden wpon him to address a let-
ter to the relative, giving notice of
the escape. Upon this charge I
think Dr. McKee must be acquitted of
any intentional wrongdoing, if indeed
there has been any wrong done. Medl-

| cal men do not view this matter as

the average layman does,

As to the fourth charge, that the
relatives were not notifled of the death
of George E. Blllings: | have read
carefully the correspondence between
Dr. McKee and the ecoroner of John-
ston county, and 1 cannot see that
there Is any evidence that the body
of the person found In the waters of
Black creek with a grape vine tled
around his hands was that of George
E. Bllllnge, Dr, McKee gave to Lhe
coroner all the facts in hisa possession
and the description as given by the
coroner, and that in the asion of
the hospital authorities dld not tally
and there was nothing to lead them
to the bellef that the body was that
of George K. Billlings. Under these
clraumstances, I submit that it would
have been most Inhuman and savage
for Dr. McKee to have writlen the
rolatives that I was supposed that
their kingman had been murasred, If
there had been any avidence that the
body was that of Mr, Billlnga his rel-
atives should have beem notified, but
In the absence of such I am satisfied
that all will ngree that Dr. McKee did
right In not communicating the theory
of murder or suicide to his mother
and other relatives. The only thing
that ever caused the bodyY to be sup-
posed to be that of Billings was the
statement of the person whose body
was aferwards found that he wan
from Duplin county. Burely this was
not sufMelent, or even a scintilla of
evidence upon which to base even a |
theory that the body was that of |
Billings

I feel satisfied that all those who
are acquainted with Dr. McKee will
ngresa that there s no more careful
or humane man in all North Carollna;
I fewl satisfied In saying that all who
know him will agree that he haa done,
and s golng, all In his power o ame-
lorate the condition of the wunfortu-
nate people under his care,. He In a
noble physiclan, sngaged In a notfle
work Hin Institution Is & large dne
and it I» Jmpossible that mistakes of
jundgment, perhaps other mistakes,
should not occur jn s management.
That he s giving the best service pos-
fible and dolng all In his power Lo
care for the Insane Is shown by the
estimation In which he is held by all
who are acquainted with the great
work which he ls golng. 1t is cany
to bring chargea agninst the manage-
ment of any Institution, There are
those who wre prepured to bring In
their verdiet upon the bare hearing or
the charges. The complinints against
this Institution, as well as those
agalnst all our other public Institu-
tione, wre very few In number when
consldered in the light of the large

of persons confined therein, 1
otwerved only (wo complaints
against the hospital In guestion, Al
the time of the Nall investigalion,
given such wide publicity by the
the executllve commilies pave
full notice, and investigated at length,
wll charges broyght saguinat the man-
pgement, and in the conclusion of the
Investigation saensrated mosl ocom-
pletely the oMeers in charge. Expert
slimony established the fact that
Null died from natural causes. 1 feel
sure that all visitors to the Institution
will agree that the patients are wall
cared for, well fad and kept In the
cleanest and monst sanitary condition
possible and that all the lovi care
and attention that is possible to ox-
tended themn Is thelra

In concluston, 1 am advised that
the matter of the complaint made. by
Mr., Bilings has been thoroughly in-
veatigated by Governor Glenn and by
the executive committes of the Inktle
tutlon who can And no just cause of
complaint,  Governor Glenn  suggestn
that in future il ssoapse be reported
to relatives, Thisx Dr, McKes will
chearfully do as he Ald tormerly un-
tl he was persuaded, aa & medical
man, that (t was not the best thing
to do in a Jarge number of cases,
The rar?oln‘_ln writien Iin defence
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. A New Probless and Its Solution,
To the Hditer. of The Observér: =
Stop your T with “The Industri-
ous News” with your “pig-shoat-hog"
conundrum, and let a farmer talk
some, When do a “Pop" ex-leader
become a galvanized *“'Pub™? An-

swer: When he wants.a offis by ap-

pintment from the gineral gov-
mept and mought prebmps git It by
changing his pollytix, but he knows
he is dead pure to git no offis as a
“Pop"” by a vote of the pea-pul.
FARMER,
Durham, Aug. 28, 1906,

MOORESVILLE'S NEW MILL

$100,000 for Cotton
Already Subscribed—Work
on Kleetric Light FPlant—

and News

Notes.

Special to The Obwerver,

Mooresville, Aug. 231.—Bubacrip-
tions to stock for the construction of
& new cotton mill to be located in the
north end of town are being solicit-
ed and, up to this afternoon, nearl
two-thirds of the required §100,000
has been subscribed. It i» proposed to
build & 5,000 spindie mill at présant
and probably Increase luter, The |
project is meeting with great favor,

Mr. M. F. Bmart, auperintendent of
construction for the Carter & Gllles-
pie Electric Company, of Atlanta, is
here and has started on the electrie
light plant, The bullding i» now un-
der cover, the big bollers are up, and |
the foundations are being placed for
the engine and dynamos. The pole
line has been stakd off and the pole
holes are belng dug. The local su-
perintendent, Mr. Donald, will arrive
in a few days and begin wiring the
town, stores and houses. Mr. SBmart
states that it will take nine miles of
wire and 350 poles to cover the town
and expects Lo have the system com-
plete and running by the 16th of Oc-
tober,

Mr. . N. Hackett, Democratic
candidate for Congress In this dis-
trict, will speak here Friday night,
August 31st. The speaking will take
place in the hall over Howard, Braw-
ley & ('o.'s store,

The house of Zeno Anderson, whe
lives on Main street In the R, H. Me- |
Nesly houwse, was burglarizsed last
night, the thisf ransacking the prem-
jmon and carrying away all the pro-
visiona in the pantry. Mr. Andeérson
and his famlily were away from town
for the night. .

R. A. Christenbury, who was ban-
ished from the courts from Iredell
county and all adjoining counties for
a period of ten years, has moved to
Oastonla, having taken his departure
the first of the week. -

Mr. Willlam Coeok, of Gastonia, ia
here to-day. He Is negotiating for
an Interest I A very profitable busi-
ness and e may agaln clalm him as
a citizom If the deal s consummated.

Cards nre out announcing the wed-
ding of Mr. T. Oscar Brawley and
Mins Janle Creswell, two of the most
popular young peopls of the town.

The corsmony will take place at the |

home of Mr. and Mre. W, N. Cres-
well on the svening of August 20th,
After the marringe the
couple will leavae on an axtended
trip to Washington, Philadelphia,
New York and Niagara.

Mrs, W. W. Rankin to-Oay lssuad
invitations to an At home to given
to-morrow afternoon from 6 Lo 7
o'clock, in compliment to Mrs, Wat-
son B. Rankin, of Wake Forest.

At 7 o'clock this evening nt the
home of the bride, Mr, Rufus ¥.
Brawley and Mrs., Jennie Boger were
united In matrimony, Rev. T, F
Rogers ofMciating.

Mr. L. C. Bratton, the FODI-llll' M-
serintendent of the local telephone
ine, has tendered his resignatiomn, to
take effect September 1st. He will
work with the Bell Company in the
future, My, Ira Kennerly, who has
been asisting him for some time
past, will succesd him an loonl man-
nger,

W, P. Carpenter & Co., have moved
thelr furniture store from their old
quarters into the Tomlinson bullding
and Mr. Robert H. Neoly la in charge.
Mr., Neely will move to towm from
his suburbmn home,

Misses Corn and Nancy Bteele are
now in Paris, after an extended trip
through the Rurepesan countries.
They will sall for home about the
156th of Beptember.—Mins Kale Walk-
er, of Charlotte, i= here the guest of
Mim Lena Bteele.—Mr, Bp Culp,
of New York city, s spend
al weeks here with his m . Mrs.
R, O, Colp~~Miss Cattle Admas Ar-
rived this week from New York on
her way home to Denver, and is the
uest of Mre, J. F. Brawley+Mrs,
anie Pharr Moore and mon arrived
jast night from Jacksonville and will
spend some time here &l the homae
of Dr. W. W. Pharr, tha father of

good for wus-
Wredl deal of Ume was
taken up I8 the discussion of the
madicinal gualities of the bitters. A
negro named Crawford put the quiet-
us on that quastion by testifyl
they'd maks you drunk all night for
he'd “done gul drunk on ‘em.” Then
the counsel for the plamntiff began lo
lay great stress on Mr. Whitley's
meancess, and drew a number of ad. |
missions from that gentleman which
cerialnly did show te be far from
generous, though possecssed of consid-
e*able property. He admitted that,
on one occaslon when a ceighbor
complained of & negro woman's dog,
he agreed If the neighbor would give
him five cents to get the dog away
from her he would do so. He wel
to the negress, who lived some dis-
tance away, and got two cents which
she owed him but falled to gt the
dog. He also admitted that he b
compelled & drummer* who had found
8 cent near his store to hand dver tne

jcoin to him. He scknowledged, ton,

that he  had loaned money to his

[neighbors &t 20 per cent. (nterest, axd

had once offéved the plaintiff, McA-
teor, 32,50 tp shuck 400 Bushels of
corn; but the.latter declined Because
it was too much (corn.) The negro
Tom Crawford alse testifled (hat
Whitley secured s morigage amouiits
ing te $16 from him about tha same
time that Whitley was makicg the
charge of larceny agalnst MoeAtaur,
by threatening to¢ make a charge
ggainat him for the very sames lar-
ceny. Crawford sald he was not gull-
ty but gave the mortgage to keep ~ut
of trouble, Whitley promising him |
immunity from prosecution and he|
was A poor Liggser and Whitlay &
rich white man.

The jury was still oul on this case
at 11 o'cloek this morning.

The case of J. W. Powell against
Rey., James W, Little for defama-
tion of character was next on the ca-
lendiar, the damages asked being
placed at 35,000. Mr, Powell is a
lioensed preacher i the Baptist de-
nomination and Mr. Little an ordatned
minister of the same denomination.
The alleged defamatory remmrka were
sald to have been -made by Mr, Lit- |
tle In Waxhaw Baptist church on
June 11, 1906. Mr. Little, on that
occasion, it is alleged, after preach-
ing & sermon, read. from a clreular
which reflected upon his standing.
and after commenting on It sald that
he had no doubt the circular was
“instigated by that man Powell” that
Powell was unknown beyond the
space that an old hen could sceratch
in, wherens he (Little) was known in
many HBiates and sven In  London, |
England, I

It wan stated that some tUme prior
to Little's making the above remarks,
he and Powell were riding In the lat-
tar's buggy and Powell sald that Lit-
tle had been making statements about
him which he would have to take
back. During the conversation that
ensued, Powell threw up his handa,
erying, “My God! I c¢an't stard it"
and Little, thinking he was about to
be struck, put out his hand and
grasped Powell by the nose, holding
on so vigorously that blood came, Mr,
Littie also stated to the Waxhaw con-
gregation that he had been assaulted
by masked men on the public road at
night and the breath almost knocked
out of him, and he belloved that Pow-
ell was at the bottom of that, also.
Dr. MoCane, of Waxhaw, testified to
having hoard Mr, Little make the re-
marks gquoted, A the ¢hurch.

When the case was continued to-
day, the plaintiffs counsel rested af-
ter Mr, Powell's testimony and the
defendant demurred to the avidence,
The demurrer was #ustained and the
plaintiff took a mon-suit. Thus end-
ed a case that promised rich and racy
incidents. A largs crowd was in al-
tendance and it was mightily disap-
pointed at the result.

Greenshoro Biore Robbed.

Bpecial to The Observer,

Graensboro, Aug, #8.—A thief en-
tored the store of the Ward shoea store
last night and stele & number of
pairs of shoes and & dollar's worth
of stamps. This aftarnoon the polioe
arrested Dovie and Fannle Glbson
for the larceny of tha shoes, After
being In the sweat-box for a few
hours one of them confesssed. Nearly
all of the #shoes
Entrance was ¢
window,
helped themeelves.

Mry, Moore,—My. and Mra. B. H. Mil-
ler nnd dH‘r. andrlu.l 3.“ e y
are spending =

Bprings, H’dﬂmlh.—m w
Jones and sister, Mr, Luoy Jones
Brooks, of Greenshoro, are the goests
of relatives st mufbo- I‘c“ woek
or ten dayn—Mre, John R, Bdmunds
and mons, of I":Il ro, are visiting
at the home of Me T n

nell =My, Charley 1
Mr. 3, O, Neel, has

]
N. :-
old home here from Call oulﬂ.-.

wian working on A sireel car
the doomed city during lw
the sarthquake and he wome
thrilling expetiences Y 1
Governor Lo at Heariedin,
Epecial to The O er. )
Henristia, Aug: 11, — Oov. W, 5
Glenn will address Lhe citilzens
Henrlelta and vieinity in the gpen at
Boptember 2, =y
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cold-storage
lighting and
character at Mine
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planned ;

Aln,, Talbotton, ﬂa.“bwl

Watertown, Tenn., Coal Creek, Tenn.

P.li.m'l."u.. uugsr 'rn.." tte

re (]

W. Va., and Kingwood, W. Va.

are Uustrations of the wid
In the Bouth for giving

ment of electri
apace, the anno
including new

Andalusia,. A, Greenville, Als., An-

niston, Ala., Baltimore, Md, Louls-

ville, Ky., Charleston, 8. C. and Jack-

son, Tenn.

Diversification of sources of power
in the South cemes with diversifica-
tion of {industries thers, typed by
plans for the manufacture of concrete
bullding materials at Meridian, Miss.,
of steel ranges, furnaces, ete,, st Shef-
field, Aln, of Bawed boxes at Mem-
Ehla. Tenn., of glass at Sistersville, W,
‘a.,” of brick at Chattanoogs. Tenn.,
of twin engines, sugar mills, stee)
castings, ete., at Birmingham,
of street ears at High Point, N.
wagons at-Hopkinsville, K¥., of sashes,
doors and blinds at New Orleans La.,
of fertiliser at Charleston, 8 C., of
shirtwaists at South Norfolk, Va., of
paper boxess at Columbua, Ga., of ea-
sential olls at Loulsville, Ky., of iron
pipes ¢t Chattanooga, Tenn., of tobac-
eo at Richmond, Va, of spokes at
Joneaboro, Ark. and of lime at Ban
Antonto, Tex. With these should be
mentioned lead and sinc mlnlnhn
Black Reck, Ark, rallway machine
shops at Jacksonville, Fia., gravel and
gund dredging at Rome, Ga.,  gold
mining at Dahlopegs, Ga, phosphato |
mining st Mt. Pleasant, Tenn., marble |
worka at Beaumont, Tex., preserving |
plant at Dallas, Tex., coal mining at
Big Stone Gap, Va., wood-working at
Johnson City, Tenn., packing plant at
Nacodoches, Tex., garbage reduction
plant at Little Rock, Ark., abaiteir at
Atlanta, Ga., and granite crushing at
Faith, N. C.

GIVEN UF TO DIE.

B. Bplegel
Evansvi

pain and worry. 1 Jost
run down, R Yyear
2, Tt i 8

tp ne w
| was practically given up to dle,
Kidney Cure was recommended and t
first ttle mave me greut relief, a
after tnlm the secand bottle 1 was en-
tirely ou |

Educational.

DRAUGHON'S
Rubiness e

The BSiate Military College. Xs-
tablished by act of General Assambly
Full colleginte coure of four

isiry apd Physics. Terms: For
tultion, board, clothing, books, heat,
Hight “and medical oare, §360 a year,

» | payable in three Installmentis. Wor

clroular of Information, apply to

« Charleston, 8. C.
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A Jarger number of gradu-
ates enter the University and
other school in the State.

More students go direct from

‘its class-room into business
offices as Book-keepers, Sten-
ographers and Telegraph Op-
erators than from any’ other
Southern School. f e

The school prepares for Col-

lege, for Business, for Life's
Work. It has a record run-
ning through 54 years and 31
under the present principals,
What other evidence of effi-
ciency do you want?

Terms reasonable.
286 students last year,

Iona"

Address as above. Bq;'IOD

. A & M. I HOLT, Props..

v

2

e

ot !
e - |

e

134




