':; have been changed?”

‘was & contingency he

provided for,
is she?" ‘ne asked suddenly. |y .4
monsleur, I do not kndéw"
answered. “‘She has power-
friends in Sturatzberg, and they
‘sonosal her well. I saw her for one
moment in Konigsplats. Bhe was
gm and entered & shop there. I
g llowsd her, but she was gone. I
~ oalled myself her servant, and (n-
he nm

a.bout hl)\g;. ﬁ';'#m.fu .t]

l.o secure an nmwer: lt
no effect. 1 was told taat I was
mn‘ that no such lady as I had
described had enetered. Do you un-
derstand, monsleur, the &lgn must

! Ds Froilette understood only too

well. At his very door were enemies,
the more dangerous because they nad
been partlally admitted into hls plans
He had himself glven them reason for
watching him, and the um-ortmm)
of doing so. That was past und bey
ond reparation, but this arca s nem-
er was not the man to stand 1dly re-
ll'lttlnl a mistake. Even mistakes
might be used Lo ud\nmm.f'

“1 will drun Francols,” ha sald
presently. I had not intended to go
to Court. to-night, but this nows com-
pols me.”

De Frollette's face was suddenly
pale. He did not speai, but Francols
road the question In nhis eyes.

*It s so, monsieur,” he sald, “The
Pﬂpoe- Maritza ix 'n Sturatzber

“And ‘now ph|l| we find the Prin-
eess, monsieur?"

"Wa will not trouble, Weo wil] set

others to do thaut. Mallers w“l be
for our benetit in the end, Francole
Quickly I must dress”

De Frollettte dined alone and dis-
missed the msn who walted upon him
as soon as possible. A portralt of
Queen BElena stood on & side table,
and he got up and pluced It beslde
him, contemplating It thoughtfully
as he sipped his wine.

“If we succeed,” he muwsed, “there
§s high place and distinction to be
won. This Englishman may win It
for me. In a revolution a King's
life is as other men's, dependent on
the lnazard of a die. If 1 read her
smile aright ] shall have my reward.
And if we fail?'—he paused to con-
pider the course of evenir In such a
case—"who Knows " My reward
might come the ensjer. Tnere would
be few ghelters open to her. Omnly In
mm tl‘!rm&1 rincess Marl{za's

ce {8 thera danger lo me. uc-
ocess or failure otherwise, what does
it matter? I shall win. Tae paths
to mounta!n peaks are ever rugged,
but men reach the =ummits. Why
ghould I fall? The roud to power
may be closed agalnst me, but the
road to love—" And he goazed In-
to the eyes of the roartrall, finding an
moswer In tnem. This man of action
wWas a dréeamer Loo.

When he entered the palace that
evening, e Frollelte Inquired wheth-
er Lord Cloverton had arrived. and
being answered in the negallve, re-
mained at the head of Lne stalrs, how-
ing & well-turned compliment to one
fair lady, or meeling ancther's pleas-
try with &an angswering fest, He was
“in excellent good humor,

Presently Lord Cloverton

lne’m up the stens

came
pausing halfl a

Ean mus Lo greetl pcquaeintances.
He, too, was In excellent humor; but
L .then ne seldom allowed people to

him otherwise.

r “ow {'hltn tha man." T'e Frolletle
paid to himself, golng toward the am-
bassador as he reached tne vestibule,

lto the
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they talked. Se had good reason Lo

be curious regarding such a confi-
dence between two such men, snd
while- she laughed and talked she
watched them. SHe dld not move un-
til they had crossed fae vestibule,
and when they separated she follow~
od Lord Cloverton.

Desmond Ellery met her and found
her in a graclous mood.

“Have [ quite pardoned you Zor
mistakling me for another woman
that night In the Altsirasse?"” sghe
sald gayly.

“I hope so: indeed, 1 thought s0."”

“I am sorry. I ought to have re-
served some of my displeasure.”

“Why?"

“8o thut I might demand a favor.”

“You have but to demand, Coun-
less "

“Then stay with me and keep me
near Lord Cloverton,'” rhe sald,

“What! Has he Incurred your dis-
pleasure, ton?"

“Must 1,give reasons for my de-
mand?"

“No."

“Then you trust me?”

for « moment she scemed satisfled,
and then she turned toward him,

“Is tnere & meaning  underneath
that? Do you trust no woman?"

“I huve learnt my lessons In a hard
school, Countess, I trust few, eltner
men or women, and [ have more
knowledge of men than women.”

They followed Lord Cloverton
across the rooms, and she noticed
every one to wnom he spoke. Present-
ly he stood to watch the dancing for
a moment, but he seemed to avold any
person who might detaln him in con-
versation for any length of time.

“1 think the umbassador will Jeave
eprly go-nignt,” the Countess ’sald.
“May I beg another favar, Captain
Ellery? WIill you sea that my car-
ringe Is ready waltlng for me?"”

Ellery went to do her bidding, won-
dering why she was watching the am-
bassador so keenly., It took him some
time to find her servanls, and as he
returned ne met Lord Cloverton. With
the slightest of recognitions the am-
bassadaor, got Info his rarrlarm'

“The Embassy, quickly."” ha sald,

Countess Mu\-nr in came down fhe
stalrs as Lord Cloverton drove away.

“I thank you,"” she sald. [ have a
‘habit of remembering favors"™

“I shull remember that you ha\m
wald 80" Ellery answered. “Indecd, 1
can even now ask one. Only thia

wftarnvon Lord Cloverton wias pleased
Lo tell me that he losked upon mae as |
un enemy Bhould you discover nn}-
thing which mignt aftect me, will you |
tell me?"

“"He sald you were on enemy, tlwnl
I am not susplelous in vain, Yer, 1
wlll tell you If 1 ¢can. One word, mon- !
sieur.  You nelther trust women nor
men, o perchance the warning s un-
necessury;. but of all men al least
Alstrust one—Jules Do Frolletle."

“Did her Muajesty hid you glve
that message ?”" Ellery asked,

me |
|

“No, monsleur; It is an original
idea. I have Ideas of my own some-
times, 1 'have one now If you are
leaving tha palace, T wil drive you!

Weutern Gate ™’

Bho wus pretty, and Ellery wos on- |

“May I havo # word with you, my
lord?”

“A thousund, my dear Monnieur
De Frolleti: Ah, u private word is

L7 he added ux the Fronchman led
him aside,
“My lord, you have my greatest es- |
feem, a8 you are aware ' ‘
Lord Cloverion bLowed

“If, as & luyul Frenctiman, 1 would

seo Frunce predominant in the sMairs
of thiy country, that s natural, s (it
not g0’

“Most naturnl ndecd, and, monsl-
our I say frunkly Frunce s playing a

vary worthy part ™
“No doub!, my lord,” De Frollette
answored "I wm bLul n looker-on,

with certuln husiness Interests which

polltice mignt uffect, and therafore |
take some notice of politics Pyrhups
1 see mors cleurly than some, my
Jord—the loukers-on often do. and

I sam convincen that Dritish policy In
ol the present moment tha mufegunrd
of Wallaris
1 reJolee 1o hour I, monwleuar ™
“And I you will allow me, my lord,
¥ will add that your prosence In Ktu-
patzberg |- e g
“You Hatier me
poturned. “You wil]
Jemrn that | linve e
that 1 am likely to
Styratzbery
at wyuld Indesd he
pald De Froilone UM Iy
ml help, uny wniforimatlon | ean Elve
you, 1 shal give gladl, Itegnrda tor
yourself and my business  Interesta
will prompt W
of selfishinesn In uw
“I am honared Ly yaur confidenee

m,‘!‘bu will be walenme wt the K-

(L T2
lard
T plemmaci]
bved nedtifiearion

Itee removed from

urity
Cluvertan

lord, any

have all w veln

will Jve vou  the Informatian
nt." mld e Froftelte. And he low-
ored his volce am hie loaned taward the
ambassador The  Princess  Mard-
(]
“Im In Australla 8! present, [ be-
Heve.”
“Exactly,” sald the PFrenchman

*Making a tour of the Fnglisa cala-

mins. A delicate atlentlon to un hon-
ored adt and unfortunate exile, de-
xll to keep her out of the Wiy
16 the present unsetiied feeling in
Wallaria lasts; [ It not w7
“Your politlcal scumen Ia not at

-
¢, my lord, but yours ls. The
Iady 8t present in Australin, or where.
#ver she may be, Is not tas Prin-
osn, but & substitute
mﬂfll friends to carry
& deception ms tnat: ™
Cloverton turned sharply to.
h'm. and, as Francols had done,

my lord;

to find out

noAlunster' |

It needs very she
through

Princess Maritzsa s 1rr1ubly even, for news,

ly human Htrietly  speaking, his |
(duty was to remaln, lest the Queen
should send for hlm: but he helped
the (Countess Into her carriuge and
seated himself beslde her.  She re-
fused 1o ba serious s they drove
through the clty, and when Ellery
enterad his lodging he was left to|
wander at what polnt the Inclidents ot
the evening touched his misslon Why
should the Countess become sudilen-
ly iInterested In the movements of
Lord Cloverton? and slnce soc was
clopely attached to the Quern, wny
shonald she warn him against De Frol-
lotte, who was nlsn deep In her Mp
oty s corfednen?  The probliom was
beyond his pawer to solve
Frinn Mavrodin wus w far more
lmfmrlunl person in Sturatzberg than
hnugined It was not only al
Court tnat she was popular; she was
beslden the  Lady Bountiful to the
poyr Hhe was imimennely wenithy,
utid Nher beautiful home by the riy-
#r .n the southwert of the clity, 'had
been called the Legrars' puradlse, for
those who asked chari'y were soldom
ment away emply The generul erit-
Ilrm af Toer wus Thint ¥4 was & preg-
Pty warnian, very  awdoralile, n little |
frivolous poerhaps, and possessed of
much more heart than head She |
seemed o tnke delight In wuch oritl-
cism, und W be wl rome palus to |
fully merit W Hul tners wus mn- |
other dide o hor chinracter which
few poarsons ever got even a gllmpse
of Her prafound knowlodge of cur-
Lrent poeliths woulld hrave sturtied

Larrdl Cloverton, and  her

Capacity

for Intrigue and seheming would have | lndging 14 the token 18 to bhe glven
astonisned even Manateur De Frollette | 1o- |.u¢h| he will not be there lo re-
Jito wimlration There were fow | colve L7

clubn and socletles  In Blusrighery, "It may be sent to him,” sald the
whers discontent wnam foslersed and Irln:-nn

recret plans dlacursed, which were! “That s why lsumnur waltdnes by |
nat known to Frina Mavrodin Bhe the westorn gate'”

wnn conversant  with  thelr  secret “The moment the token Is given 1|
wlgns, roelr anime, and thelr means,  must know,” sald Maritsa. “l have &'
and knew by s'ght most of thelr in-| plan I have had plenty of lonely
Auentinl membery A wingls word ! honrs In whidn to mature plans, 1
from her would have sent many a|am longing to put them 'Inln actlon,
tin te prisen who  walked  the Wa Illf ton lu tous. Fripa

Etrocts freely Perhupn tn nll Sturntg- "Your whn caution pﬂ tulﬂ' op- |
berg, there war only one person who  enly into the 9l17 has nearly ruined  which commanled
gEive ner credit for such knowledge,  us, Maritea'

and who wase content 1o be gulded In "] have many friends In the ecity"
nome mmeasva by her advice "True. and many enemles: and it/

Thin pe-rmn Ut present, nocuplesd a
sully of rooms In Frina Mavrodin's |
house. and this evéning #he reclined
ut (ull length among the cushione of
u low ecoudn,
one vnd of the room expectantly. Her |
'hand wans stretched out to n bowl of |
Mowers In a table by her slde, und
plurked Kk pelal &t Intervals
whioch vhe crushed and let full. Bome-
tning of the girl's character seemesd
to be ju the actlon Bhe was not
lweary, not worn out with tha duy's

the unasked ;'“"K ur pleasurs, whichever it might

wave bean, but was walling anxioualy,
or for some-
|ﬂn- s coming.  Mer halr ‘nad loosansd
{ by sontaot with the cushions, and fell

You will about her shoulders In luxurinnt cop-

'colored tresses.  Preosantly the door

Ill It 1 can help you in opened, and on elderly woman enter-

.ﬂllk you for the Information.

| od—an English woman, plain in feas
ture and resolute In mannera

L 'yofl are pol mistaken, the way- “You have been rpolling your flow-
. 'Q bean very 111 advised. | ore” ¥ne sald, recing the soatisred

[ , that your busi- | petals on the carpet. .
wars sucn “"Never m'nd them. Has Dumitry

pome, Hannah?"
“Jumt gome.”

“Than bring him ln,
do you wait?"

rine i s oa

| pen to-night,

von to & 'heathen place

S .'.?J‘M

closing the door behind him

When #he had' jone the man drop-
ped awiftly on one-knee by the omwh.

"Wall Dumitru?”

“He returned to-day,” sald the mn.
rising and standing erect. “Ho went
straight to the lodging of this English
Captain.”

“And thenm?"

“ To Court, Princess."

“And 'nis mlulon. Dumitruo—was 1t
in my Interests think you?”

“he man made a flerce clicking
sound with his togue.

“Ah, no, no, no; 'and again a hun-
dred times no, He is for the Queen
& little, and for himself very much.
Have you still a ‘doubt, even now
A sudden death wshould be his re-
ward."

“Patlence, Dumitru.” !

“T'he English Captain had anoth-
er visitor m-daf—-the British minls-
ter.”

“This English Captain i3 in great
requisition, it would seem,” she sald.

“Aye, he I8 & man, I grant you
that—strong, resolute and ridey as
though horse and rider were In one
plece.”

"And honest Dumitur. T have look-
into his face and thought him
uo."

“(lan one judge so easlly?”’
the —~~ "Beslde
Is for our #nemle

“"Our enemles mtut be swept aside,
she sald Imperlously, as though not
only the will, but the power to do so
were hers,

“Thus, Princess,” and the man’s
dark eyes gleamed as he just showed
the keen, thin blade of a dagger
uhlvh he %rrled in his clo sk

Not without my command, Dumi-
tru,” she said hastlly.

The man bowed low, disappointed
perhaps that the same spirit was not
In her as was In him,

“We mey-uwse this English Captain
for our ends,” sha went on. "6 have &
way and you shall ‘nelp me, Dumlitur,
when the time comes. That Lord
Cloverton has visited him shows that
some new pressure Is to be brought
to bear upon him. We #nall ses how
he standa In thls, whether firm or not,
and may learn how Lo act ourselves.”

"Hao Is ready to act when Une token
{18 glven him,” said Dumitur. “He has

asked
'n honest or not, he

Allsria.

“You told him that! Why?"

“l am & Woman, and he is a man,”
the Princess answered.

For o moment thes two women
looked Into each other's eyes. Then
¥Frina looked down and stralghtened a
fold of her while Maritza bent

R o e
tell her plan,” and Frina Mavrodin

forgot to question 'ner,
CHAPTER VIIL

THE TIME ARRIVES.

Within & short time of Lord Clo-
verton's return to the Embassy, splea
and secret-service agents were abroad
in the city endeavoring to discover the
whereabouts / gf Princess Maritza.
The ambasgador at once tlegraphed to
the forelgn office in London and re-
qelved the answer tnat the report of
her return to Wallaria was asbsurd,
that she was certainly on her way to

ustiralia, . how-
gver, tliiiﬁ r'}}!tft l.catwsl}ge%mg;“am‘
in smto of the fact that no news
14_‘ Prh:l fan  was forthe~—'

at she cou have returned to Stu-
ratzberg without his knowledge,
more, without the knowledge of any
of thosa who were so eager to keep
her out of the eountry, seemed impos-
sible; but then ?plomucy It was
nnt all the anoulbla things whicsh

happened, was too astute a man
to undertake the undoubted ability
of De Frollette. There weaere few
men wWho probed more accurately the
likely trend of future events, or who
I R P g TG L
man, and Lord Cloverton argued tnat
he was far too clever a man to tell
such an unlikely story merely to
serve his own ends, He would know
that the very Improbability of the
tale would have the effect of draw-
ing attentton to himself and his ac-
tions. 0, wnether the report were
true or not De Frollette belleved It,
and evidently saw danger to himself
in the presence of Princess Maritza.
At the same time he might perceive
a favorable gpportpnity in the state

of affalry to exnlnjt his own plans,
and Lord Cloverton tok the precau-
tion to have the Frenchman under

careful observation.

The unexpected information had

also caueed the ambassador to wre-

a few desperate men who are pledg- |
ed to his service.”

“You #re sure of this?”

"Quite sure.” |

“Who wlll follow for love of him?" |
s!u‘ usked.

“They are of tne kind wnn fol- |
low more readlly for money,” answer-
ed Lthe man,

The girl reamined thoughtful for
& few moments, Something in the|
man's information  had set er

thougnts running in a4 new channel,
and while she mused Fripa Mavro-
iin entered the room hurrledly.
Dumlitur bowed low befora her.
“"You are early,"” wald the Princess.
Frina turned to Dumitur.
“Captuin Ellery has returncd early
to hir lndging, too; It would be well
to watch. | do not tnink it will hap-
but should any messen-
ger mock him we must know Al once.”

“Go, Dumltur,” sald the Princess,
nnd when he had gone she turnad to
her compunion: “Wnat has brought |
home so0 early?”

“You, Maritza. 1 wondered wheth-
er you had remained wafely here, or
whether vou had again jeopardized

your cuuse by golng so openly into the

streets. It s Known tnat you are In
HBturatzberg"

“Hy whom'

That  lynx-eyed servant of De
Frollette's saw  yoy, be you Know.

You thought he woul belleve himself

mistaken, but I knew hetter. His
muostep returned to-day and to-night
I found Monsleur De Frollette and
Lord Cloverton in confidential con-
verantion. When two men who hate
vivh other us thoy do, agree, it I8
tHme to prepare for the storin.  You
mut remaln wn absolute prisoner

hore for a while.”

“Iowm tired of Innetivity

"You will not have to wait lang,”
Frinu uanswered “Within an hour,
I wurrant you, thers wil be sples out
in every quarter of the clty to try
and find your hiding place.  You nre
wife mo long  am you  remualn here.
Whit un sdvantagoe It s to have sucn
o repulution ¢ “tv.hopdpdness
[t I have  No doubt De Frolletla
played o trump card in telling Lord
Clavertop of »«ur pregence In Styrata- |
berk Tha tn~k of finding you wlll |
aceupy the minister's atentlon for a |
litthe  while, wnd W Do Frollette Is!
rendy, hae wll selze the opportunity to
sirlke lile blow., Thaat |a why 1 of-

fervd 1o drive Captaln Ellery to his

Ia the enomies who happen to be (n

power Do not be impatient.”
“"Ovaer-cantion may be as fatal an|

impatience,” Maritza answered, “We

and watchad a door at|should ndvance u step each day, each  portully to wdventure his case

m[hl do we advanoce T’

“fo fast that we shall have run
quickly 1o keep abreast of affairs|
shortly. A few . weeks uo had you

al h o beir- t te-
‘:crurﬂ ketm;gullh ‘Adre, l-rlxr.y:u

even a susplcion that Jules De Frol-
lette had been working In his own
Interests Tor these two years past,
and not In yours?"

“True, Frina, wé have advanced, |
Heaven help De WFrollettse when I
towch power. Who knows what Inju- |
ry 'me may not have done to my
cuune in these two yeurs? And he
his suceseded In drawing this Knglish |
Captain inlo his schemes'

“Captih
Frollette,” sald Frina. "Tell me your
plan, Maritsn'

The Princess dréaw & fower ocare-
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in Bllery does not like De

fully from tha bowl and held It to
humuuomm-mn-
for » moment In (1A beauty

”‘m “‘Ib Gourt with

conslder Captaln Ellery's position In
Sturatsberg. 1t was qulte possible

{thut he knew sfore about the Prin-

cess than any one else. He was the
kind of mun wno would have nerve
and determination enough to altempt
a desperate venture, and having lt-
tle ta lome and all to win, might go
fur toward success. He and De Frol-
lette apparently held little communi-
catlon with each other; the charac-
teristics of the two moen werep antag-
onistle; and tne Engllshman might
be *quita capable of playlng a4 deep
game wus the Frenchman was.

It wasx & sleepless "night for the
mmbassador.  This was Jjust such a
complication us might embroil the
nations of Europe In strife, an ex-
cufe which migat serve to snap dip-
lomatic relations and spread the lurid
clouds of wur from the Ural range

to the shores of the Atlantic. One
tkhing seemesl certaln, De Frollette
had not repeated hls  Information
broadcast, No  Intimation reached

Lord Cloverton that the report had
even been whispered In any of the
other embass| « and there wag some
consolation In tals,

No news came during the following
day. Wherever tha Pr!r‘;‘em} was, her
secret was well kept, pro y becausa
only s few persons had been admitted
Into it, and it meemed evident that
no speclal movement had taken place
Iin her favor, «r fhad been arrangea

for. Bome bold coup d'etat might be
In contemplation, and altnough the
many  und diverse Interests In the
country were probubly sufficient to

render any wtiempt abortive In Itself,

yet such an attempt might be the
one thing needed to fan the smoul-|
dering ashes into flame, starting a
conflagration which  would burn

througnout Furope.  Buch fires never
die oul—they ure always smouldering.

Any person vwho had watched Lord
| Cloverton cloxly when he went to|
the palace tho night, wouald aave
| been struck b his partliculnr alert- |
ness, He was ohservant of the com-|
positlon of the ddifferent groups In
the rooms, of thike who were chiefly|

and of those who
The =slightest cn-
whisper nenr him attracted |
his gttention., and mere than once
caused a blush to mount o a pretty
womnn'e cheeks by suddenly surpris-
ing & murmur«d love passage meant
|for no other ears, but her own. To
[those to whom hv spoke he succeed- |
ed In glving tie Impression that he
'had only a_ few moments li spars
them, that he waa purposely keeping
himself free, hu! he managed to sug-
gest that it was not business, but
somo pleasure he antlcipated.

‘Y,

danced togeth::

| He glapced l'l'llul‘ | the ropoms
starch of Capinin Ellerey, who elt 1-
er had not yot arrived, or ‘nad al- €

ready retired Into some qulet corner,

|pnhnh'l\ with the Countess Mavrodin,
The lapt conleciyre was wrone hows
ever, for wsianding In & position

the entrunce to
I\he sulte of stnte rooms, the ambas-
| sador preaently saw Frina Mavrodin

on the arm of nn wttache of the Aua-
lr'llp embnasy. un offshost of n prine
wuse whe rumor sal hnd n

rudy been twice refused hy the falr
Iady, and wax only awalling ag op-
or A
||hlra time Ho was evidently per-
wuading her (+ dance with alm, and
she waas laughingly protestng, per-
haps promising to do so later in the
jevening. She  was, however, not
averse to his vompany, for sha pal-
pably kept ‘nlm by her side, and they
remained talking and laoghing to-
gother, the mon extramely happy,
the woman wotchful and ratfer pres
oogupled, the nmbassader thought,

{  For 'nalf an hour or mnu she re-

'm d there, e\ id--nil uuln "

Ilrfln' preseng 1f1fm
| trom othor lump&nlou Beveral

spoke to her, hut sinee the sitacha did
not move awu)y,
to lea

'n'I'n.f"“" ow Wordh, TRt s LF

Cloverton notived Camt
lln of her fnoe »
Bhe looked al him, or

the new lrrlnll'

the cubno-

mu
him, m turning to  dlscover tha
he saw Desmond Bllerey oroase

Gk St Baron” M&)

slmile,* i ine
togts mey Wa..
. ropllod . Ine
c»wn Blleray inte I nu:!

“I trust his courage is mul tn his
¢ for

lmuhon." -ld lbe
¥ Jord, ﬁ':‘ao not

"'l‘h
tho same D

easlly accept deten and are con-
tent to pin thalr honor to the sword's
p t.“

Jealous,” sald Lord Cloverton to
himself as the Baron turned away,
still with & smile u:m;'!ail face, but
with 2 movement of his wshoulders
which suggested an angry bird ruf-
fiing its feathers, “He meafs mischief.
Hllerey may find 'nis  hands - fuller
than he expects, if the Baron's weap-
on I8 as ready as his tongue, BSenti-
ment compels me to wish my coun-
tryman victory, but politically—ah!
& cunning thrust which would lay
him aside for a few weeks weuld.be
very convenlent to me, and pernaps
not the worst thing which could hap-
pén for him.” And Lord Cloverton
went toward the ball-room.

The Countess and her Cavaller had

disappearad.
1?0 you still watdalng the ambas-

sador?' Ellerey haa asked, as she
plnli;d iher hand upon his arm.

L o!‘

“Then ‘let us get out of the crowd.
Few people seem to know of the al-
cove off the ball-room.”

“And why sucn a desires for soli-
tude, Captain Ellerey " she sald, seat-
ing herself In & cornér and making
room for him beside her,

“Not solltufle, Countesh, but restful
companionship. 1 am not desirus of
living perpetually under the eye of
Lord Cloverton, and, arter what he
sald, I imagine he watcnes me pretty

closely."

“And is as closery watched,” she
replied.

“Have you found out anything

that affects
a pause,

Bhe hesitated,

“Not  directly.”

“Indirectly, then?"

“Perhaps, a little., It ls a small
matter, but It interested me. It has
notning to do with BSturatzberg, but
with England.”

Elleray was silent. Could Lora
Cloverton have repsated his story?

me?" Ellerey asked after

that

“May 1 know the nature of the—
“It 18 no crime, Captain Ellerey—
nection with you."
She looked Into his face, and the
is it not the elemental part of friend-
'lhouﬁh your own lips sanou It. No,
“Unknown women
| forgiven yet for the myllormus
“This 18 not an unknown womm
You have heard of her?”
“And admired her?" #he asked.
“That s what T have heard that
to ‘near. 1 only saw her once, for ten
upon the downs one breezy morning,
seen her since.” )
then,
“Ah! Is that what Lord Cloverton
“You 4o not answer my question,”
allaria cnrtl‘?nly gave me the

crime 18 it?—which m imputed to

rather a romance, I should have re-
“Countess, that i§ the kindest thing

color came Into her own.

ship_ to bl'ﬁ ieve nothl 1n? would

tnis Information  ‘was t a wo-

subject between us, “Eﬁu?nd'"’“f&‘ﬁ

of the Altstrasse.'

but a very famous one—none other
“I have not only heard of her, but
“Yes, her buuty and her Indomit-

you admired her.”

m!?utn D"r‘nyqng he wus hool-

# hat blown away by the wind serv-
"It was for her sake,.

thinka!"” exclalmed Ellerey. "Now 1

she sald.

idr-n of séeking fortune in tnils coun-

me?"
pudlated tne |dea of a corime in-con-
you have ever gald to me.”

“Are we not friends,” she sald, "and
hardly ave con enl on o cr me,
man,"”
BEllery, with ?namlle “1 a.t‘y
than Princess Maritza of Wallaria.
seen her and spokeén to her.”
able courage.”

“It is a very strange thing fon you

and p ruant, ¢ met,

ed for introduction, and [ have never
yau came to Wallarla7"
understand his attitude more clearly.”
:m"}&;r story o e slate of aff
| try

“And love?" she sald.

Ellerey looked at her quickly and
wondered. He was not one of those
| who belisve that they have the pow-
¢r of charming any woman, and his
companion’s sudden question and at-

re t !
:I:ta‘:e';r '#;F‘-'R‘.’ I%Lmhu "lp: raaymlo
| trip lightly and pleasantly to her ears,
but they were not spoken. Instead
hu lnuchud gayly and sald:

Hurn ongl':u‘?%u'd\pauﬁlﬁ\- 011?;:‘:5

uttnr ten minutes’ conversation!
Oh. you jest and lasugh at me."”

There was a further question In
her glance and attitude, but It was
not asked, for a man Appeared at
the entrance of the alcove.

*“l1 have been séeking you, Caplaln
Ellorey,” he sald. “Her Majosty
commands your attention. WIill you
come with me?"

Ellerey rose at once.

“You wil pardon me, Countess. 1
must make another opportunity of
quarreling with you for laughing at
me, BShall 1 take you back to tne

l

ball-room ™
wil :tsl}' 1?.'5.5”“.%:: ’wﬁ? St 004

Ellerey left her.

The fact that ha had been sent for
and the probable meaning of taat in-
lerview, did not take fArst place In
Frina Mavrodin's thougnts for a time.
Bhe was considering Rilery's answer
to her question, trying to understand
it when viewed In the Iight of the
Princess's declaration, Maritas could
only have Intended ner to understand
one thing, and to« t she had on-

ﬂlth !ﬂlu(hn

Mﬁﬂtomm“

“And yet you Are nlnu.hlth
rare & circumstance that you . m
pardon my utonunmnt."
“‘“&m
she answered.
“l would not  allow my. dm_ﬂt
friend to malign you, Cduntess,” said
the ambassador, seating himself be-
side her, “I expected fo find Captain
Bllerey with vou"
“You wish to speak with hllM"
“Yes, but it can wall,” answered
Lord Cloverton oarelessly, “Buoccess
is the result of skilirully seising op-

portunity, and In finding you alone an | B

opportunity comes to me. Wil you
spare me a moment?"’

Bhe bowed & smiling asqulesence
as though the .question Wwere unnec-

easary. L

“Like me, Countess, I am sure you
take little interest in uninteresting
people, therefore you must have
found this Captain Ellerey interest-
Ing. B0 'nave I—so interesting, In-
deed, that I have wondered vd:.: he | g
came to Wallarla.”

“He has not given so mnch of his

confldence as you appear to Imagine,

my lord."”
‘e has not told you! Ah, then, I

will, confldence. Countess in confl-
dence."”

“] understand, and I ru
it," lhe answere euer tn DgCE

explanation the ambmdor wuld
glve.

"“He had enemies In lulmd who
nﬁda certaln wharges aaginst him
which were absolutely without foun-
dation but so skilifully had they been
manipulated that Capiain Ellersy was
unable to prove them false, His na-
ture is an Impatient one, and in an-

war ha turned his b k unn lnhd
and came to Sturatz alla-
ria thers were poumllltlu. I can
understand his action, Countess; It

wag, a8 natural ons In a man of his
independent character, but it was
foolish.
which had been circulated. Now,
Countess, influential friends have tak-
en up his case, and he ought to go
back to England.'

“But why tell this to me, my lord 7"

“A woman's persuasion, Countess,
is all-powerful.”

She looked at him qulckly.

“But you have told me tnils in con-
fidence. How can I approach the sub-
ject and yet keep contfidence?"’

“You flatter me most delicataly by
asking my advice on such ‘& matter.
{s it not true that women can {rame
her questions 80 that a man Is com-
pelled tp answer?”

“SBome men, perhaps.”

"Captain Eillerey, I think,” sald the
ambassador.

“Exactly,” he answered,

“When the questions are asked by
one particular woman,” she sald.

“You have caught my meaning éx-
actly, Countess."

“But as it happens, Lord Clover-
ton, I am not the one particular wo-
man."”

The ambassador turned a smiling
countenance toward her,

My dear lady, you do yourself a
gross Injustice.”

The look 'ne expected to find In
her face he dld not see there. He
had belleved himself possessed of one
secret. He suddenly perceived that
ha had possibly discovered another
—one that might be even more cer-
tainly used to his own advantage, and
he made haste to turn it to account.

“If 1 am mistaiken.” he said slowly.
“"Captalp Ellerey sinks In my estima-
tlon as a stome in water. If I am
wrong your displeasure should urge
his return to England, for he 8 no
fit eavaller for Countess Mavrodin, He
would be a mere Adventurer to whom
every woman a pleazant Eluthlul
—gne. wnose nnar is for barter to
the highest bidder. BSuch men may
well be advised to returd to thelr na-
tive land.”

“As I am not the one particular
woman =0 am [ not & plaything, my
lord. Has your phllosophy no posi-
tion wnich a woman ma&y occupy be-
twean the twol”

“In this case I think not."”

“Such a small pomition as friend-
ship, for instance,” she wsald, rising.
“Captain Bllerey and 1 are fast

fl,ends."

“T hardly know whether I can
congratulate you,' sard Lord Clover-
ton, rising, too, und ¥nowing no sign
of annoyance or recognition of de-
feat.

“Yu will pardon me, but 1 fear 1
may have been missed, " and then as
they passed Into the ball-room he|
went on, "I will respect your confi-
dence, but midy I = that your
knowledge of Captailn lerey’s af-
fairs may be useful to him? Why
not advise him yourself? At present
‘he {8 with the Queen; whmul eee

m fn T will lal h you
2‘;.n .tg.apau with “‘

"I have aiready .lm him my ad-
vioe, Countess. 1 thought to do aim a
werylce by sending him & mors power-
ful advoeate” And the ambassador
lert her and went guickly toward the
vestibule. As she turned, Monsieur
De Frollette bowad low to her; He
too was hastening toward tae vestl
bule.

When Desmond Ellerey had follow.
ed the moln . the baills
room, his gu denly pabed ul
sald in & low toner

“Her Majesty Is fn her prmh
apartment, and I am instructed to
take you there, Wlll you come with
mé this way?"

Ho turned from the ball-room and
Jed Hillerey along = corridor wnd
through a door, which he looked af-
ter him, They passed up one ecarridor
and down another for a little distance,
and then ushering fim Into an Ante-
room, his guide left him where while
he went to inform the Queen of his
artival. In & few moments he re-
turned, nnd nblding open & door, bid
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by savag

It gave credence to the tales| path

am

ocofitent {o trust - for
:z.-.uwa; but one thing troubles
“What 1 that?” oL
M s blood wu':atm&“
'n L}

forelgner. g ask oonsideration

em. We ars pot fight-
ut the rift-raff waleh

under an iron flall from the pal<
ace to tne hoyel. It Is against this
subjection that wa rebsl, You are
prepared to flght and win with us.”

“I am waifing for the token, your

Majesty.”

“I love a man of few words," she
eald; “and. as surely as sdccess will
come, I pledgé my word that the rib<
bon of the Golden Lion o! turataberb
shal be yours, Captaln Eillerey, and
with it revenue sufficlent to bear It
fittingly. Tals is the token,” she
went on, baring her arms, on which,
just sbove the slbow, was s brace-

|tour edallions.
treasure of Wallaria worn, it l%
e kings this country atort
ever the Romans had trampled It
with tneir all-conqguering legions. I
will _seal It in thisy box, which you

“It 1s an uncl-at

Vasilicl. Beeing it, he will welcome
you as he would ourself, With him
return triumphantly to Sturatzbers,
and if a rabble of Tebellions soldiery,
led away by traitors. wno are among:

o cut o
ou unclasp
tha bracelet for me? the fasténing is
diffieult.”

As sheeheld out her arm the door
opened, and the servant whno had
feiched KEllerey entered.

“Monsieur De Frollette, your Maj-
epty, has-just informed wme that his
M#jesty is on hie way here.”

For one momont the Queen stood
undecidad. I

“Do not unfasten it,  Captain EI-
lerey,”" she sald, laylng a detalning
hand upon lnls. “To-morrow, some
time before miduight, it shall be sent

Tl be  ansee T whifens (ihat

the Toison 4'Or. .'l an
repute In 3.. !ertnli’ltr

- through WL y

same messénger who oame to you to-
night shall bring ‘i, sealed ss I have
said. Then make all speed to Vasill-

ho 1 in the hborhond
g"w “ own:‘q‘. n!ci}ly. lg.
will xnow you the way.

turned.
“The Tolson 4'0Or about midnight,”

& door, “and monsieur would do weall
to leave his lodging by the western
gate ag soou as he mas prepared for
the journey. This passage will take
monsleur te the vedtibule.”

As he went towarg the staircase,
determined fto leave the palace at

(1] ow t
funinl uallnstm mnrnb e mtrlﬂ=
talking to one of his companjons.
There were certain men at Court who
appeared to follow the BBaron llke
his shadow. - He was watching all
those who left the palace as cAre-
fully as on & former occasion he had
serutinized all tnose wno entered It,
n le anoed @
tc?dre euelglmryn!om gu 3n’."1ﬂfﬁ
& whispered word ta -Mrcompu.nlon
he moved hastily among the people
who were crossin
contriving to jostle Ellerey, came to
a standstlll directly in front of ‘aim.

“1 am walting, monsteur,” he sald.

“For what?"

“Your apology.”

“You jest with me.
to make.”

“Monsieur s slow to appreciate"
sald the Baron, with a curl of his lip.
“He forgets that he nas stared most
insufferably at me on many occaslons,
m 00w he attempts lo bar my

(1] "oy w
rol § AR B ey o Se
bluntly, “but 1 am in po mood for

. Will monsieur obl
Et""n‘nr trlnlgnimt of my way, or mus IH
gt the trouble @f throwing him down
the stalts?"

The answer came quickly and was
to the point. With a sudden sweap
of ‘nis arm Baron Petresou struck Ei-
lerey sharply across the face with
his_glove,

Perhaps there wu something In El-
lerey's expression which made the
Baron's companion step hastlly to his

1 have mone

slde. Experience may have taught
him that lishiien have & strange
habit of punishing suok insults on the

spot with a tota) disreagrd of ali fore

malities. v It was rIll_l;l uuo‘::
whigh preven dfey on o
his Inten 'Ew himllngb to
his full the air whistling
e Sl At e o b
od nul tlu who turned
.; ltil oonmlon to m-
'Iondor wil give me the namé

A friend, so that wo may arrange-|
this aftalr h-unmw —
“Way -not to-alcht! I nmr sleep

posaible, monsieur,
“Is not the ololu wllh uﬂ"

“Certainly, ?
“Then ny to-night,” Ellarey
answersd. “There was & moon whaen I
entered’ the palade.
Tha man shrugged hls lhouuoui
s lt Ih. sr  barbarity o
one
. "The ot your friend, thu.
monsieur

mmm.cmty lo

i et &

let of irom, & chain jolning together’

must guard with your lfe and bear to

ug, stand in, your way, 1 can trust .

co! Whith

runs toward the soutbern gate. This.

It was by a different way they re-

sald his gulde as he stood to open

»J

P L. Sl L I AR, TS i T e T e et

e e oa  am AR olans o

to thé stalrs, and

' a




