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Ool. Bdmund Fanuning.

slde, who urge upon the evidence
that it was entirely a rebellion against
the colonial overnment and not
against Great Britain; In other words,
& doflance in gremter or lews degree
of the laws of the Ceolony of North
Caroline, made by the I.r?m-m Caro-
lina Aspemblby, com of Pepre-
sentalives plected by the people them.
selved, It wans An Insurrsction
singl North Caroling laws and
th  Carolina offclals snd not
Mol ihe laws for Parllament or
#bls of British oMalale, and In
orces which marched against
Gote no. Britieh oore bet. ur
oopa, on-

ooionial  militie, Ooverner

the
the

|mpective sides,

|Noew York Btate, who

Kan to impouse burdens on the colon-
Ints arnl, the French being put down,
all fear from that source was cnded
mnd the people were left free to cons
what they regarded as the op- |
nresgions of the Fnglish ‘fﬂ'rrl"llliﬂ'.‘ll.l
The oppreastons were fell most keen- |
Iy by the peaple whe had long be-|,
fore wsellled in the eastern third of
the Hinte, wiong the maze of sounds
and rivers whith mark that sectlon,
and there It was that early nm\‘r-l
menls for organlzed resletance bes |
Ean he peaple whe had poured
ints the middle sectjon of the H!H|0|
|

hid  ndditionn! grievances of a loeal
nuture wid the early historlans de-
viate that there were grievous impo- |
sitlon nnd extortlona practiced upon
them by these local oMclaln.  The
movoment of the people Into that
spection had begun on A& large scale
about 1740, great numhbers of HScotoh-
Irish mnd UGermans golng Lthere from
Pennsyivania, These lived In 4 greal
degree in the fashlon of frontler life,
iracticnly all belng Tarmers. Some
Ived 200 miles from any markel
where they could sell thelr produce,
und they could not get ready money
o pay their taxes, and the wrheriffs
would wseizse thelr properly and op- |
press them |

Thare wore two ocentral figures In
the Regulator movement, on the re-
one of these belng |
Fanning, & native of |
radusted ut
Yale Univorsity in 1787, He has!
gone down into history until thé past |
few yeurs us  the personification of
cruelty, fraud and vileness, and It in
cortain that the Hegulators regarded
him as the head-centre of all tu|
which they were op . Yel on
the 26th of January, 1171, the Colo-
nlal Assembly, cdmposed of the rep-
rosentutives of the people, at New-
bern. declared the oharges mada
againet Fanning to be both malielous |
{and false. His courage has béen
| questioned; but whemn vernor Try-
on, after His departure from North
Caroline and wheh Governor of New
York, appointed Fann to & very
responsible position, he said~that this
wan largely because of the good be-
havior of Fanning under Nre during
the battle with the Regulators on the
Alamance In 1771, Fansning was the

colonel of the m c?&"rﬁ*
. men L

ment and had
at the batle u‘ Governor Tryon
stated that by WS brave exsmple he |
of the Girt: Fauning wiust ot be con:
of the day, ng oonl- |
Mnkﬂﬂl the Morr and
outlaw David Fanniog. Me was g
and recipe

Col.  Fdmund

whe commanded in person, ' honers

o Istter, |

Prem npﬂntﬁ gver 'als own
nime, one of these being Franklin's
“Summons to Affairs' McPherson
Is. authority for the further state-

jot the court. of Orsnge county,
| Hillsboro, was charged with gross

tortion; and . finsdlly & number of th

{ people combined and ralsed & fund to

| ment that bota, Franklin and  Hus- | prosecute him, there beifg convietion

'buﬂ had in mind at the time of the
Reghlator movement, say 1770-71, the
separation of the colod:i:‘l from Eng-
| though Husban Id not com-
rr‘lﬁ‘iiu:: ﬁals project to his North

During the war of the revolution, Mc-
Pherson states,’ Husbands visited
someé North Carolinlans at Slaunton,
Va., and told them that the revolu-
tionary struggle was what he Intend-

is an error, for after 17567, until 1775,
Franklin was in England, except only
about two years, 1768 and 1764 and
Franklin was not in favor of sepera-
tion even in 1776, L

It Is notworthy that North Caro-
lina was the scene of events of such
Importance to America; for tas Reg-
ulator movement must in the nature of
'hings be given a place of importance,
10 matter whether 1t be taken as a
rebelllon aguinst colonlal or British
withority, After it came the Meck-
lenburg Declaration of Independence,
made in Charlotte, In May , 1775; the
3attle of Moore's Creek, the first suc-
‘ess of the American arms, when the
oeople were Imbued with the apirit of
‘ndependence; the battle of King's
‘fountain, whicn had & decisive ef-
act upon American success, und last
he battle of Guilford. Court House,
vhich, clalmed as a British victory,
sas nevertheless a fatal success, and
vhich was the swift and sure pre-
‘ursor of the surrender at Yorktown
5 It was really the last struggle of
ord Cornwallls—this battle having
weurred within but a trifling  dis-
ance of the spot where the Regula-
ors were crushed and dispersed. Bo
t came about that the British troops
fter leaving QGuilford Court House
n thelr march, one may well say re-
treat, to Wilmington, passed along the
| King's highway almost In sight of
|the trees from which the bodles of
rapturaed Regulators had been hang-
«d ten years before.
| The town of HMlaboro had been es-
'ublished In 1769 and it became a
!l’vw years later the center of Lhe dis-
‘Mectlon and the Regulator move-
menl, This moavemant really originat-
od in the county of Anson, according
lo the reports made by Col. Fan-
ning to Governor Tryan, and It spread
to other countiés. As early as 1766
(Col. John Ashe, of Wilmington, and
his followers had snown their con-
|h-mpt for the Britlsh officlals by

|ox roasted whole, which the
(tovernor had provided for a feast and
for the purpose of cajoling the mili-
tia nfter they had risen aaginst the
| government in stamp act times. Tals
| movement of Col. Ashe was on a dif-
| ferent line from that of the Regula-
[tors and was aimed at resistance to
| British measures dlrect. Oother bold
| spirits, who, like Ashe, became &80
| prominent durlng the war of the rev-
| olution, were assoclated with Mm In
his efforts to secure self-government
by the colonista. But Ashe and the
|others were to line with the Cole-
Inial Assembly; and so it came about
{that they were in the forces which
| were embodied by order of Governor
| Tryon and which marched upon the
Regulators,

The Regulators clalmed that the
| sheriffs went abroad through the
country, practisinf all sorts of extor-
tion and cruelty upon the people, and
that in one cass at least a sheriff had
stripped 'the dress from a woman in
purt payment of her husband's taxes,
then slapping her in the face and tall-
ing her to makg another dress. They

Carolina associates so far as Known,

ed at the time of the Regulation. But |
to be sure this reference to Franklin |

l'and that If the
throwing Into the Cape Fedr river an |
then |

in six cases ‘at a term of ocourt at
which Governor Tryon wdu pm:t.
In 17648 Fanning declare th:ﬁ ]
charged only wn:t Lfm fee bill W
ed. These cases went to England for
review by the highest court there, As
the wicked intent was lacking, only
a small fine was imposéd on :
and the people were lad to belleve
that the judges connived at the acts
of Fanning and that there would be
no rellef. In Hngland the a rities
sustained Fanning's  contention and
he went scot free. The Reluhtm‘u
and their sympathigers were |
awnn'in. the rol:ttlu of these wsults an
had the latter been successful the
same course would have been taken
in other countles, . :
Bome yedrs before, in 77568, pro-
tests were sent to the Legislature and
the Council of the Colony, by tae ten-
ants of Lorda Granville's territory: in
the countles next to Virginia, and the
results not being satisfactory to the
eople who mede the protests, a num-
r of persons went from the up-
country to BEdenton, near the coast,
and there seized, In his own house
Franels Corbin, the land agent of
Earl Granville or Lord Granviile,
who was the only one of the Lords
Proprietors who ‘nad not surrender-
e¢d to the crown his rights to lands In
North Cérolina. The people who thus
went to Edenton and selsed Corbin
gave him ‘his llberty only upon his
giving bond for 1,600 pounds, with
elght sureties, for his good behavior
in the future. The Governor 4id not
take official notice of tnim act; it s
sald because one MoCulloh, who waas
one of the friends, was engaged In
ita commission. The Immunity of the
piob In this and other proceedings of
a simllar nature emboldened the peo-
pla to act for themselves. In 1768
tne western part of the province was
divided Into four great counties, An-
son, Mecklenburg , Rowan and
Orange; and about that time affaira
In Orange and In Anson became se-
rlous, In Anson a mob assembled
a&nd brokes up the county court, driv-
Ing out the lawyers, Governor Tryon
soon lssuing a proclamation ecom-
manding the rloters to -desist, and
promising that any officer gullty of
dishonest practices should be held to
account for the same. Tae Regula-
tors had a strong assoclation In An-
son, each member belng required
to swear that he would pay no taxes
roperty of any of
his fellows was taken for non-pay-
ment of taxea it should be forclibly
re-taken; tnAt there should be a res-
cue of any Regulator held a prisoner,
and that fines of other expenses pul
by the government u any Regu-
lator should be shared all the as-
sociation. In April, 1768, the situa-
tion In Orange county llkewise bezame
so alarming that the council met, urg-
ed the Governor to put the militla on
duty and Issue a proclamation against
the unlawful gdtherings of Regula-
tors, and Governor Tryon prepared
this proclamation and sent It in to
the county of Orange by his alde,
Capt. Issac Edwards. On the #th
of April the rioters, as the Governor
termed them, about 100 strong, went
to Hillsboro and took the sheriff a
horse which ‘ne had selzed for taxes,
tled the sheriff, beat several persons
and fired several shots Into the house
of Col. Fanning, who was out of town,
The next day the Illeutenant colonel
of the Orange militia called a council
of his officers, at which it was decld-
ed to assemble the militla to guard
the town against any further attacks,

Of the miiitla only 110 would appear,

ning |2 minister who

it VAR i

ed that
mucn:lmg '“{: the p
eouncil o Regulators, April
i ls found that they wers visited b
ed them to
omise not to en sboro bef:
4y 1lth, unless the sherift
Tavaing to}d. (o Goverst bé caid
¢ ve 3
sUppresy the trouble with the m’ﬁ&lll_
of | own country ana .that he

for ala from the oufoide, _but he-

noll of the province took a dif-
ferent view and Governor n or-
dered the militia officers 'of elght
counties to be ready with their troops
and notified Fanning that if his' pres-

ca were needed he would person-
mr &0 to the scene of isorder, uﬂ-
"ﬂ doubt having his plan m
the very first, as was a Jsoiller,
by breeding, and though quite a ai
lomat and generally very tactfu. In
managing the: peopls, was always
ready, as a lust resort to employ
troops. On the night of May 1st, with
& few of the militin, & captain went
to the home of Herman Husbands,
whom ha found im bed and carried
back to town before any alarm was -

d, Willlam Batler, nfaozher Regu-
ator of prominence, being 8lso Lik-
en. Orders were {ssued that Hus-
bande should be sent to jall at New-
bhern, as it was Teared his followers
would free him If kept at Hillsboro,
the charge aaginst h'm, laia befora
a justice of the peace, being rlot. Hus-
bands was politic and by ‘making
falr promises induced the officials to
allow him to give ball, and Butler was
released under the game arrange-
ment. Governor Tryon, went to Hlills-
boro in July, 1768, In an endeavor W
settle the discontent, but failed and
returned to Newbern. A month later
Fanning notified him that many Reg-
ulators had gathered and threatened
to burn Hillsbore if thelr demands
were not granted. He immediately
called out the militia and over two
hunred appeared In Orange, but the
Regulators id not the satick, The
Governor marched to the westward,
gathering récruits, these jolning him
from Rowan and Mecklenburg coun-
tles, and on the 26th of August held
a review at BSallsbury, not far from .
Charlotte. He made an address at
which he stated that a special court
to try Husbands and others concerned
in the recent trouble had been or-
dered at Hillsboro and that troops
were necessary to protect the court,
but he would take only volunteers
1o be accepted for thlg service. A
company volunteered and Tryon then
gave It the fag requesting tnat it
should always ca into and bring
out of the field the King's colors. The
company which thus volunteered was
commanded by Alexander Dobbins,
who later served on the revolutionary
committee’ of safety and also In the
revolutionary army. Things were
becoming eritical, for upon the arrest
of Husbands the Hegulators roee In
great numbers. They had no mil-
tary training and an old Sgotchman of
peventy years, who 'nad been In the
Bnglish army, was chosen thelr load-
er. They went to Hillsboro in !re t
force and thelr clatm was that the
oMcials there became frigntened and
set the prisoners, Hunter and Hus-
bands, free while the Regulators were
Iw a fow miles own and that
Fanning went out to meet the Regu-
latore, taking with thm rum and wine
und wading the End river, in the su-
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