wl Inlohu'nhclul

mmuw n
'lm live our country!

h-htotuod‘lmdm:

to follow. ﬂnrnmun
, and on to Bturatsz-
nesting ready

H

rr.nuulqln wl]ll ll"hl
he wns not so

find the cast)

hardly -have heard of the fallure of the
moeunwet. and he
he gain

gluouluthebnym

this
erow- for 3
&l eoough.” sald | oo,
. th. token, where 1
berg guarding the
hm—t

. refuge,
Phnphnﬂmlly ndlled it.

"Here, and hm" wax the
wer, as he hurled !lo crOss nto
behind d st _the' samie time
t.la. ‘**That Is Vusilicl's
uld this his swilt

The man's movemants wers
sud qnlek [ utuﬂr umponl.ed that

ft m.h%l"mo The Ioun'

ﬂ'lll as the loldenﬁlrou had uuuhl tn
er

ulem mmd hi- lml:{

m-tle be em

wordl h:smnﬂ',

® upraised arm
from the down-

the swift stroke Ji4
ﬂ.-volur shot
fls, and with a howl the
loapt backward, his knife
mn; hnrmluﬁgum the ground, and hls

;;l'h- bantam's n.:um ' erled Grigoste.

It was at once evident that Vasiliel
had npt ventured to the Interview with-
out - sipport. The hills In front of them
were Immadintely alive with men seram-
bling downward to the very sround the
little band occupled, Men wm in ravina
bebind them rushl
ireat that way.
Were on every lldl.
surrendler, others shouting that the mold-

by their Captain,
sion Kllerey gave
quick commands, as, with swor in hand,
lm sprang to the rllinu ground where

stood; but his arders were neitn-

edrd or came too late for obedlence
Beh‘m the soldiers cauld
Ih.g brigands were bet

mad
“The hill behlnd
The boy fired twice in qmck wucceasion
had raised their rifica ready
em. and although In answer
dozen bullets sang past tham,
eim wns faulty In the excltement.
hoot them hoth!" wae tha shout?
hoot __them both!" thundered Vasclll. |

They scrambled uoward together,
unevenness of the hillslde nrotecting them
for a moment from the fiying bullets.

T marked our direction,” sa
L] "“We can keep to this kind path for
& litle way, and with luck cross the open
presently towan the horses.

They rs.n on, crouching lest thair heads
be and mark the direction
they had taken. Grigosle refilled
empty ochamhers of his revolver am he
went, and Ellerey put up his sword anl
tnok hiz revolver instead. Behind them

ng
doubt that they were being swiflly fol-
Jowed; and spread over the opsn which
they must needs cross, a hundred men
harud thelr way.

'ochoumh

“The box did not co
ken, and they nttu ad
word of warning

“What of the otlmrl?“

“Heaven knows. They hardly seemed
a blow after wa wers surround-
0 who thcmlht of
and we've had

the way across the hills,

to Jun for it lika hunted rabbits, eh,

smiled falntly, but 4l
speak. He was slill panting after his
Anton han
stretched out & hand fo support him In
his saddle .as they galloped.

“They mre dead them,

tnd shouting

the wmudden con

and deserted
There was no

already therw
‘hm wo plllnd they wi
time to Intercept us,” was Grigosie’'s ans-
wer to thie fear,
“Probably they
lam. “We've about an equa! ‘ohanca
that Is hoinr oconrged.”

“He ms'a'n)r somatimes,"

They ran swiflly, mourting higher nnd
Onoe they caughe
ght of mon running In- the path helow
!Mln presently of others climbing
the hl‘lldlf to reach ‘the summit before

. but mo shout told them that they

“Don’t fire, Grigonie, unises it |»
polutely necessary.”
would betray our wheresbonts, nnd we
our nlrlrlllns

her ag they went.
Even as !hey #tn|

“"Fp Doy nodded and

and ran on.
A :t Tast!™ he exclaimed. "!'Iut
t vonder Is our mark.

homl How far behimd have™ we letr

He stosd for a moment to lonk back
whirh they had

. Grigosle; It's speed nnw." na by

'l'ha way befon them was elesr, ana
y side, carcful. of thelr
mpo lest a hnh mi,ht mear: A fall and a
Presently a bullet pass-
. and they began to rua
w-zag fash fon to pussle tha mars-
nship. Ellerey constantly turned (o
There ware many pursuers.
avme - widely straggling,
théem ware nln!
not pause to fire;
and dhurm to n niecety.
the nx ll
conld bo od thm

men would be-

they ran side b

as far
Now,
heap ntm- acroas thix broken
& path, Tt shal
snoe, wvl I Gt
we will see to 1t that it in dearly
“It th not the !ltlltl

by
rapidly. These din

oy ran, judging tht:lr atthe head of t

wlll “Ihq m'hm close m ptrimh-:

swered. B
ln-tm.lmt we'll mrlud
ltm . and rnn.lc

the
han

the hfl ntu was unbﬂ

ot e ettt w)
hoa vl all th
ffagments whip

-

th
uf the final dagh for tha horses.
hehind ware

ty
thm ha sald.

nt do you th‘lnlt. Stefan—will the

“.Kmm hia shoulders,
“If any brigands still cocupy ihe,
about it, th:iv.dmnut know that our mis-

“These fellows mansge to’ signal very
one another,”

"l'han we must fight for its possession.
It ia our only chance,"

“Our chance iz & poor one If It comes
Btefan.
"Wq will try strategy ﬂut " MWlerey
‘Lot us ridaruull bt Bt

' qu aAn.

e tain’ the right to-
us without a

t’)u others 7™

“And we've heen decelved, sent into a
trap like a lot of rats. There's & reckon-
ing to be pald.”

“Time enough to think of that, Ste-
socure the castle first,

"I'm fearing the reckoning must be
left for cthers to pay,"” growled the soli-
“It's putting our trust In a woman
that's been the curse of us.”

No one contradicted him, and they rode
fn silence until the castle camae
It looked gaunt enough, as silent
they had firat
ovement on the
plateau, no slgn that any Hving creature
ex~ept themselves was near [t

‘"Look!" exclaimed Btefan suddenly.

He pointed to the hillslde on which the
lights had shown mysteriously laat night.
Here mnd there were moving figures
depcending the slopes. Whether
had caught sight of the riders and jump-
ad to the copclusion that somethlug wae
wrong, or whether they had learnt of the
escape from wignals across the hills,
wan Impossible fo say,
were descending rapidly, and there was
no lime to lose

“Onoce In the mig-zag path the odds will
be more avenly balanced,” said Ellerey.
“Forward! Gallop!"”

“It seems to me they are making for
& maoint beyond the castle,” sald tSefan.
“They are expecting us to ride out of

“S8o fortune favors us,” mald Fllerey,
“Rein up altogether at the entrance tu
to the path, dlsmount, and up to the pla-

pod with exact pre.
fnge omme
opposite hill, and. no answer belng glven,
severn! shots whistled across the
struck (‘luﬁ to the entrance of

Btefan was rl ht

ctory wore al-
t (o fol-
‘beir foen

tion of

the

Kl n “winken. . ranaty
tu Ionu! "m& ﬁr:“' :)lr:n mey

N onlm. nu
stood

hills

Btefan ans-

not

In

they

It
At any rate they

from the

88 an
he zlg-

with you gulckly ! shouted™ El-
Ilre; who brought up the
s li'le harm In
will think twlea

rear. ““Thero
firing, and they
ore !hny follow us.'

Blefan onlied
out to Grigosie, lrho led the way. "Keep
sharp eyes, the pialeau may be occu-

The bhoy nodded, but he had been look-
Ing out keenly befors tho noldier's warn-
ing, leading his horse In such a manner
as to cover himself as muoh ua possible.
The preeaution proved unnecessary; the
eastle was empty.
The brigands had not expected the
tives to make for thelr old reatl plm
and when they saw them up the path
they shouted as though
ready won, nor did they attem
Inw them. Why should they?
were caught wurely as birds neited by

“Hoe to the horses, Grigosle,’ sald Kl
haok In the
Btefan wo'll
toway
In our
fn taken

thai mm

o‘ God's
VaTY lllllil

in ha
to tell our story,
R 1t you are allve
ntuﬂl. ba little meroy
companions or thnt devillsh ln.lllltmn
Wit you coms with uns?™

“I'm too old to run away,” lmt!d
Btefan, “and the company of cowards ts
nnt to my liking, May they out your

nd | throats on the plain yonder and sk for

your story afterwards.

The b nds ye!led with and the
soldiers shouted back coarss oa

“It would do my soul good to -have a
shot at them,"” sald Slefan.

“Let them go,” sald Ellerey. "“Wo
shall want every shot we have. We are
not without friends in the capital who
moy hear of our need. Amainst their will
these fellows u‘::r help us.

The soldiers ow moved on.- It was
evident that here they were {0 part witn
the brigands.

“Hold them fast for punishment,’® eried
the same stentorian voles,.'"We 1 re-
turn with the true message. Down with

ho | all lovers of tha golden cross! Death t
gould | tham who serve ritza! Down with

Maritza!"
“What fs that they shout?' said Elle-
rey

The answer came loudly, borne upwara
on the afr, as the soldlers ut thewr
horses into a eanter anl rode n the

pass. .

“Death to the Princess Maritsa!"

"You hear, Captain. Bome one nu fool-
ed us all"

“Princess Maritza!" Hllerey nolalrnnd.
“"What has she to do with us?”

"Bufticlent to give us a violent end-
Ing.”” Btefan answerad. “Tho golder
cross ls the sign of her house, her to-
ken: and you, Captain, have been her
MeRRCNEEr.

CHAPTER XVL

A smiloe wrinklad Stefan's face, not of
amusement at ths deception which hnd
boen practised upon them, bul Im ex
tation of disappointed rafn le-
rey. With diplomacy and the ﬂm points

of elategy Stefan the soldier had Mttls
to do. His business was fighting. Tt
was his llvellhood, and some day, near
or far In the future as fate decreed, It
would be his denlh. His repect for hia
follows waa meas‘irnd by thelr power of
withstanding him, and the man be hal
the greatest affecilon for, perhaps, was

a wsollder, now Incapacliated, wha had

onceé In n melea succeeded {n knocking
him from his eadlle. At the same tima

he believed In his own astutencas, not

v ithout rome reazon be It sald, and in thy
back of his mind thers was always a cer-
tuln admiration for the man who could

the better of i, Tt is more than

im into marrying hef.
But the burst of anger dld pot come,

nol speak.
“What f# dona 1nust remain as it is"

at the path. Anton and you, Btefan; Gri-

gosle and 1. Tt's short rations for us
and carcful use of cartridges. We must |84
undergtand how our enemy ls golng to
cenduet this selgs before we calculate
our chsncza What ammunition have

we?

waould ha done to thelr foes
“I flung a belt of cortridges In n cor-

ner of the tower before we loft" safa

Grisgonle,

Tley al' turned tn look at him.

“DIA you fling some food Into a corner,
toe*"' anked Stefan

gOsie An nwfred

"Thay'll oo'ulnge In largu numbers

l'!ﬂutl\ and, niay " W plex-
.u oft the four of un" .J"‘m.-m

of wine, have yout"

“"That, too, s supplied, Stefan: you
ean liear It lup'lnx own the mountaln.
plde, and soe it ton,'” -and the boy point-
od to & corner of the plateauy which was

within reach of the narrow

jtream
which, from the helghts, fell with ‘many

& capcade into the pasa beneath
ftefan looked at him for a moment,

birds;: fairiea’ fodder.'
“It might bt worse,” sald Anton.

them. Kup wllch here, Anton; I'll go

to the
“We'l t Grlxo:la " sald Ellérey,

Tha boy turned and entered tho tower,

He paced In and out the ruined walls,
hin hands clasped be
thought and troubled.

Who had decelved him? It .enuld only
en, or the man . who had
Da
Froflette. Indeed, they might all bo n
lhm&lp'l;nryqtn decelve hlo ”‘;tl why
ahou & Queon deslire ver tha
lqken of Princess Maritza's house to %hn

be-the
brovght

the token, or perhnps

ml.‘andﬂ How mlll It nﬂa o .aa
aims werw Im [y r. lll!c

hélteved him hurt wholes lrl

to her Majorly;: yot nsurel

have taken tho precaution

W such a nn?d

rcllv.wlmr an- :ﬁ' departure.”

ﬂll& (or Vasilicl," Stefan
mu-m that all had been

of the zig-sag

ht bellve my own prophency,”
‘“Yot you hid the cartridges”

“I am full of strange
perautlunn to—nﬁht.

thoughts snd su-

“]t Is" the moon nnd the stars, Grigo-

“l!ndmonu time, when everything
digtorted,"” arm-md the lad.
“And lovers! time too,
“Which are you, madman or iuw-r‘*
“A little of both,

“And below us death Is waltlng"

don't think death I= coming to us
thls thne," replied Ellerey.

The boy did not answer. 8Sev r-nl'l ||mm
¥k those watching hours
went to the head of the patly hut l;rltm-
e, never tumo.l

plel him; and with tha light of day F‘l-
lerey notlced that there was sometning

rhanuml during the night.
hiv cuume?-seemol
left him, but in its place Ihdre hal come
almort 1o his character, Ellerey fanclea.
the lad enter
saw hiin caet himself wenrily Into
corner, end would have followed nim had
Stefun detained him.

B | was right, Captain. Vasilicl In fom-

wnilim; for hlm."

arrival of Iln chief, and HI- r:\ saw his
huge frame In the midst of his folliwers.
His right hand was swathed In n lmwl-
kerchief and rested in a saling.
nge ferocity was In hls face ns e look

el up '_l]“ﬁl‘f‘ the cuntla

Hir orders, and

nrnmptl_\ obeyed, and ha struck one
. perhaps because ho
It was evilence of hlas |

advier unaskead.
power among
, nor did the victini
to elimhb the ¢
slopes, while cthers masscd
at the faot of the slg-s0x
"*They nre golng to attne
Captaln,” sald Btefan.
work for us to-day."
At the head of the path the lttle band |
of defenders walted,

himself 1etal-

“It = to be hot

L ol keep well behind (1

The path was narrow with deep sides
The brigands came up M bolfly enough
until the lsst bend in it
the satone-barred :
halted, and the foremost leancd hack
upon thomse bohind who pushed them on
" Two mrn ﬁroil

posaible that If hea ever married he would
thoroughly respect his wife on necount
of her cleverness In having hoodwinked

showwd them
gateway, Then

Ellerey's eyes were fixed on tife polnt In
the pass round which the soldlers had
digsppeared, and for some minutes he did

rulhad upon It. never to reach theiv le
Only two shota rang out,
threw up their arms and staggered bacy-
ward upon their companions. Not more
than two abreast could come up the nar-
row way, and twice agaln a speedy denth
crowned the temerity of thosa who rush-
Thosn behind shou -
+ front, and Ihn‘m'

but bath men

he sald at laat. “We have only ourselves
to conslder now. We must waich two
two and two, ons on the platean, ono

to the attack

before made
., Tha npirlt M' rhs brigands secn-
ed to/die out of them s their eyes nnl..r o mava
upon thelr dead comnanlons and that sl
lent death-dealing
fellow suddenly
holding It hefore
forward with n Hln.ul

It was little enough that the four o1 |
them oould display. If every cartridge
accounted for & man, smal damage

up a corps. nnd

whispered Ellerey, |
“Shoot at those whn follow.'*

The man rushed to the wall until the
dead body struck the stonework. Buccens
for a moment seemed to be his,
u.gmi one narrow  slit
he bullets came
comrades on.

through which
“No. tul I.marked that birdn used

the plateau in the enrly morning.'” Gris- came, but only

oll hls sirenth.
through thelr dend,

driven his sford
plerelng the living
It had been an
present It was the last.

“They'll try some other
tempting this wuy agaln,”™
In:!:d fthere any other way?”

ou haven't hn.ppened upon a fountaln

an before nt-

“Foar mountainesera lharo may be. Theses
in places where we
should mever venture and enly. sxpect to

fellows can walk

and then sald In disgust: “Water ana| From the apposite mountain a dnuL
tery fire was maintained npon the
teau, which could only do harm If the d.-.
fenders were careless,
the day the brignnds held aloof,
ing or sitting In
watching the castle
one group to another, tlut no mrwrmont
wias no sleep for
and st drwn,

alt o day or two, comrade, and
you'll be eryving a different tale" aala
Stefan, “‘although, for that matter, tho
food would doublless last our time. Had
we, in our small clrele here, halfl a
dosen taverns filled from eellar floor to
garret celling.  those fellows yonder
would give ua little chance of visiting

For the rest

les In the MM mm

defenders that
rpite of Btefan's forecast, &fother
tack was made upon Lhe gate,

made with such determination,
dlence to orders was only
Later in the day It became
& ocouncll of wir was Delng
mupmur of the men's volees reached the
pluiuu but b words could be distin-
gulshed. An oath from Vaseillel mouns-
ol clearly now and again, bot that was
Boms persuasalon was
prund upon the chlef which
and laughed at, but there was o uhuhtu.
when he pointed to “‘Il s
His followers were
lo try that road to vieto
had thelr surfeit of
l-'ittnd Hl'lﬂ!llh to soo thiat l]p munst
mh::' m::;-lﬂ one
turn rat to Al then
l"ll'l.l' l.l thay spo

but Ellerey did not follow him at ouoe,
hlnq bim, deep In

to ficd ouv

nde be-

man

t some nm rna thmm the
turned to one

uu-fnruon. Bome
n lrﬂ'll at.

another way?
repeating the same quention u

ers, And women
thrashalds ready to give, or (o reesive,
tnomum TAnge . rlories grew our-

i munber, which served (o
ucllmnt alive’  antil ‘mote
fortheoming, Thare

s 0 A, A

rent
keep ¢
Aefinilte

e,
fen

R

iend to furt

nntnnanmr w

whaen alone are In
of mnwill have Nm
or growled his Iast

Mm best at the hnur

% ia not so eanlly pettied,
."m sald. “‘Send Afton to

o
the while we discuss It.” | missed
M’at t‘hu Ind's strange

a8 he entéréd the tower with him.

Imfm followad them and steed In the

“The questlon is worth comlauut.lnn,

- d 18
The great world thﬂu‘h you M not think #0." Gri

seamed to still ‘and motlonlesy unaer
tba clow of the moonlit night and the

and reallze ambi-
tlnll. th to ponder on lurking denth and
fallure, He wallked muntly to the head

El proved a refuge af-
¢ How came yon to ba

“You hayve been decelv rl-
n, w also those who served with

y%n of that, Iad, " It is past, ana
the praw'lt i our concern. If we come
cut with our llves we may talk of
punish

those who deceivel un'
it not be a bitter punishment?"

“Shoul

queried the boy.

“As bitter ns the death to which they

have brought ua face to face” sald El-
lerey flercely, his whole belng roused
for & moment at the thought of the out-
rap ractised upon him.

that revenge seoms out of your

rmvur. Grigosie went on. “For vou and
Btefan these is almost certain death to-
morrow er n week hence, L may be.”’

“It Is very llkely. I have lnoked death

In the face before, and so has Stefan
there, When we look Into his eyes for
the last time I warrant we shall not
change color.”

“Except with the heat of our fAnal

struggle,” sald Btefan from the doorway.

“Your comrades! have gone, You stand

nloms,” sald Grigosle,

“With you and Anton,” snld Btefan.
“And we wish for no helter compan-

fong.” added BEllerey. “Vaelllel's knife
would have written finls to my history
had it not been for you, Grignaie."

The boy colored a llttle with plensure.
Y8t you forget, Captaln, that Anton

and I were not of your chnosing. We
forced ourselvea” Into your company.'

“What of W' T nm glnd, T=" and the

Inok In Grigosie’s eves stopped Ellerey
suddenly. Btefan. too. started from his
lsanihig position and stood upright In
tha entrance, looking stralght at tha
boy.

“By your leave, T would hecome the

hostage for your eafety.” sald Grigosie.
T asked you to tnke me th you; now

1 srk vou to give me ug
“Plague upon you, vou nlmost
ANRer me, ou are hevond my ander-

standing,' ‘was Ellerey's answer, hut
he st Jooked fixedly at him.

“Slpre T have decelved you It s fit-

ting that T should pay the penalty,” eald
the boy quletly. *I would snonar meet
death at thelr hands than at yours rlmnt
me this much, and make an end of it’

“You'' exclaimed Ellorey. “You de-

celved me! T do not bhelleve 1.7

“It In the truth, Stay, I wonld not

have you think too 1l of me. Tt wnu not
dome wantonly, Thogse who made me
heliove that there was a good chance o
succest misled me, but if T thought you
ton would reap the bencfit, It i= nona
the loas true that T decelved you. T came
rot from the Quesn; T eame to work thia
fvery thing that haa happened, the dellse
erv nf the wolden croms Instead of the
hracelet. T have playesd my haud and
1nst Mine should ha a hitter punisn-
yment: you yoursell have snld It Grant
| me thlie only that T receive It from the
briennds yonder, and not from von

Fllerey hardlv seemed to hear the bov'a

Intter wordm, The rudden conferainn wan
all his braln geemed Lo have the power
te take fn. Btefan remalned motlonless,
stntue-llke, stlll staring at Orlgosle, For
a space therw was gllence In the inwoer.
Then Ellersy turned aharnly upon the
hay and Iald his hard roughly an hia
shionlder. #o roughly that be winced u

Mitle, bt showedl no slgn of fear,
“You lle, Grigosie, confess that wvaon

[1te.  The hox containing the token hus

nover loft me, night or dav An T re-

eolynd It from Fer Maojesty so It has nl

waye heen, so 1 dellvered [t OFf courss
yort are lving.”

“Yau slapt soundly, MMaptain, the night
von drmrk from my wine finel ™

“Wae It then you scoundpol?

“It was then,'

Twern down In every man In the inatinet
ge, the accepiance of the lnw
which demands an eve for an eve anld

n footh for n tonth Glven acopslon
areat enovgh, |t mayv rlss even fn the
hlrn a8 a shicld, dashied | Lo wha has all his Hfe wtudied t0 eprb
hin pasmions, and In his ‘udemente to he
nercifil,  Ellerey war af the rougk and
rendlor mort, He was n  dlsnppointed
man. one whoe nursed the thapcht of
revenge agginat thame who hal Injured

him He wan p =oldler nmany ealora
whn had mueh of the harharian In tham

e woe an adventirer among adventir-

ery, If tha youth of this decelver nnd
trayer apnealed to him for o moment
the thought was sternly ecriehed 10 tha
thought of what thev had rome thraueh
tngethar came Into hin min), there alan
came the knowledge that ha had com-
mitted the unpardonnble sin. He hnd
betrayed hism commdes,

“Heaven Mrglve you for making mn
vour fudge.” Ellerev coried: "bot  what
Is there except death for the (raltep?’

He paused a4 moment and looked to-
ward Stefan.

“1t'n hateful, hut t'= fust " mottersd

the soldier In his heard, and he 0l nnt
mave from the doowrny. He only lower-
ed his head so that he might not o,

“I admit the justice' sald Grigonie;
“put will you not grant my request ann

dellver me to the brigands® Bo vou shall

eernpe
“Hecapa!” erled ®Mlerey. “For what?
s thera any truth and honor in tne

world? T have not found them, nnd the
ond mav come when It will Tt fa an
enslor death you shall have from my

hands than you would have from theles'
The rword was read) Al 8tefan
turned In the doorway just In time tn
sor Anton and to eatch his uolifted arm
ne e attempted to ruah past him toward
¥ilerey. Not a word spcke the soldier,
hut he flercely twisted Antan’s arm, aml
the knife he hold ratiled 1o the floor,
“An mv fathers fnosd denth, so ean 1,

unfiinchimgly,” Grigoele  cried. “Strike

Captain! God knows 1t wns wnch work
as this T thought tn find for the strong
nrm of Desmond Elleroy.”

Ar he mpoke, he tare hie shirl onen at
the throat to recsive the blow. His onn

fell from his head, and curls, the hua of

eopner, sllpoad loosely down unon  his
forehend, while (lz,- open  whirt fust re-
venled the evrve Bf & white hospm,

A woman!" exclalmed Stefan, letting
gn of Anton In his blank astonlyhment,
Flowly Ellerey's sword was lnwered,
snd for a momeént ha 40 not speak.
Then #imost In & whimer he sald:
“Maritga! Princess Maritua'

CHAPTER XVIIL

mm"mhofﬂlﬂm?ﬁfmn.

Thers was excitement In Bluratzberg.
Rumor Mles fast, and the momant It wuw

whlmﬂd that the city gates wers

wntehed, that Captain  Bllerey, of his

Majonty's Horse, waa to be arrested, men

began to stop . and ro-ip rt street corn-
0

tha Guy r: mt

e B Pety )

You very certain  of the
DH t!lmn!n Bllerey tell you the hour
N 6 ¢ u’" siriking

the hour as he spoke to
“What is Captain mllarly Hika 1"
The Mescription given seemed

tory until after the man
, and then Lord Cloverton
nized that it would it many men,
olonk wans Captain Ward's, but there
wag no certalnty that EMerey was the
who had given It to the messenger.
the glty was being searched; tha
return of the cloak went to prove tha
Bllerey was atill In Sturats
that baen the Intentlon in retuening it”
The snile of satisfaction slowly
the Ambassador's face.
began to grow feverish for further news,
ter he was with the Klin

Countess Mavrodin begged

enlighten your
loverton, He could

"“She may unwittin
Majesty,” sald Lord
not belleve that his cleverness would not
sooner or later,
betray  herself, although
st waa utlerly barren of result,
rna Mavrodin was admitted. The
presenca of the Britlah Ambassador Jid
She went to the point

the Countess

not disconcert her,

sald the !(In:

“\My del'lr Countess, ™
hlandly, “would you hold me responsible
for tha actiona of my officers? Believe
, the ¢ty Is being searched In every
vorner for this rehel Cuptain
iIf In the soarch soine ANNOY-
nnea |s glven to Innocent persons, Is it
not? Their loyalty should overlook the

Captaln  Fllerey's,

this Englishmmn
time by saying all T knew.
niy lord? You were very anxlous (o save
vour eountryman and get him out of the

. Countess, that,
wng mome tender understanding belwees
v 1T wan willing
A servies, 1
ove hne heen
wen  fool-

seom 10 have heard thal
neenuntable for strange,
Thin s the beginning and
the end nf my offence.’
“Are you sure nf that?"

timed with ol

of the world

"We have hoth
lesa'sn displeamine;
unjustlv? 1 wlll renrimand my oo genls
mnka wyou

“Your Mu!--l!\ s good,
“Tor myself It In no greant econssguoence,
but bad vou witnessed the consternntion
would have undos-
was In

nf my wervants,

and serviants
. nre our mosters '
Prinn Mavrodin Asparted full of thanks
nnd wrenthed In graclous smiles
the King amnd the Ambais-
at each other
were un-

rthe had gone
[mndor Inoked Inouiringly
your susvicione
" the King mald
“T minsed the centre of the target. yoin
nlmed at the
clever woman; T
admire hor more every :
Lord Cloverton spoke the truth: he 411
. he wan
utorline  worth
wan borne In
m thia
clever and bsaoptifal we
and what antagonix
He began to

af his adveranries

crisis e had a
man tn deal with,
eould he more powesrful®
reareanes hla thonghts upon thin
parresd In review all the sseminglv trivin
Mavraodin
had heen econnecticd, pnd fourd many new
The poms/billty the
be paramount in
Mwned unon him.
work  would

meanines In thim
hor infflusnes might

termined th watch

ton manv ready

warning for such piaces to he
But no other houpes of wyel
the Countess Maveodin's
no  result,
In el

Imphrtance as

No e | nd seen Coptain Bllye o
n faw anpearad tn know him, or to have

This Lard Clovertem d'a
He thovgdht he recogmniaml
Friha Mavrodin's Influence at work In
anch lgnoranoe,

It wan »n (he following day that Mon.
alenr Do Frofletlie called at the Embansay.
Cloverton's
With this pew traln of thought
the Frenchman's
tance In tha valitles of Wallarla appear-
inntgnifieance.

“Ynou wra walcome mnnllrur
a frhmdlr visit op-"'

“Frign

more,” nq Frollatte anwwersd,
eome (o the Embasny without dus delih.
He had had an andlence with
the Ousen that morning,
something In her tona which dectded hitm
to make his own interesta (oubly -nun
Inr giving help to tha RBritish Amba

hel anunt

when the time for sattil
ecounis eame. but which shauld
terlaﬂy hasten that time,

tuun to think

in hie ming,

and  unon thelr

mome manner of-

satigfac-
hal heen d%a-

"o

had
0

and he

when the
r oun au-

o makes

It true, vour Mnjesty, that my
bouse was searched yesterday by your
1mlrur.‘l!:mﬁ" '
how con you think that?”
“It s true that ¥ com-
manded the arrest of Caplain Ellerey.
and that command may have heen used
to open your doors, as It would serve to
open any donr In Bturatzberg.”

“I have heard of no other house being
antered hy force' the Counteéss answer-
“Naturally, I seek to know why 1
am suspented."

She usxled Lord Cloverton mors than
Is was a bold stroke to disarm

sald the King,

Tt Is par-

H I would
humbly submit, ovedlook one fact of the
importance to
house |8 goarched for a rebel Is nothing:
bt when it is searched for a man whe,
har heen momewhat
compnny, the actlon affects me curlously.
It | nnt a question of lovalty, but one
concerns my falr fame'"

your Majosty,
Tord (‘lnvrrtr‘n_ oAN Prove,

That my

In mv

exaggerate "

do not, na
Only yester-
v, evident
that Court gossip linked my name wilh
and even suggested
llul I might render mervice to my coun-
at the mame
Is it not so

“Is It not so, my lord?' the Countess

fancying thers

. "For-
hut tha
strangely
drive In the Bols."

the Ambassador e
v you forget that T only
myself of your courteous Invi-

“Which T could do no leas than give
expinined that
gone vour afternoon sleep o meet m-
she repliad qulekly, ¢

ynu had fore-

smiled,
charming womnan
nr most people oonsidere)
- bt Lord Cloverton seemanl tn oater
game meaning hehind the smile, and th
King felt that he ought to come to his

under the Coun-
o nrove how

" nhe answeared

Conn-

Kinge

When

haaln

Ruch n
explam
Ambarsador ae.
her more ¢logely than

All that dav wearch was mads for Cap.
w throughout the city,
. known to he haunta of the Jdls-
ware  anfeped,
oent of sven

Mnny

ware 1i'ni-
of nvil,
tn henr

taken

M Pas-

In this
pomething
He

and there wns

o T 3t

on his journey be
'mlﬂlﬂt!' ey befqre you even

but~'

lerey
bility that rraneoln may  be playing
npy, and falling n him unawares
he gugs and blm:m“wI o

it a cellar.
lerey, o band of horsemen  with
meets a woodman In the forest tnwm
Breslen, and by him gends me word that
my servant s gradually starving behing
his cellnr door, of which the wondman
glves me the key. T go to the Cap-.
taln's lodgings, and there 18 Francols.
Peuvre garcon, he was hungry, my lord,
nrd, ma fol, he will be very terrible the
next time he and that loldler meet."

bad made up his mind quickly.

!,u.:_r;nv nf wiping out the defeat

my
tréct anawersd. "I- owe ﬁ.
an _apelogy  for th M
made wnan  him  dirsotly
in 'm::‘l' me. Hols o gen
under the fear that be

ratabers, ':ﬂ

mr urR
onrhmlllﬂovnnndllm,'

"Thls Ia most Interesting, mﬂa
“Butm du not_belleve It,” fnterm

o "I hnve a w_
o his M n mp
bay b & meessage to the

servant. Frndols, my man, hnq
house and got Into }conmnﬂ!on
this servant, a rude soldier with
;:ndamnndlns but with swanen love fur

In master, Put upon hls
ey, doubtless, he mmlvﬂm::thpg-

im and logks
The next day Cl;:dn”',‘

“On the Breslen road, say,"”
Cloverton Temarked thmm‘htfdly He

“Prohably In Breslen itself by this

time. T understand there Is much dissat-
isfaction there "

“And Captain FEllerey's objeot, mon-

gleur?

The TFrenchman shrugged his should-

ors as though such A consideration had
not oecurred to him.

“It my opinion worth anything, m

ford? T am®nnot in the councils of the
Government, T know little of the
diffioulties, the plots which threaten,
rartlcular points of danger; but as =
nrivate person I sheuld incline to the
helief that It has to do with the Princess
Maritza. T have already told you that
ghe is, or was, In Sturatzberz. You do
not helleve It. That Is a pity."”

"I am heginning to belleve It, mons

sleur,” the Ambassador answered. “and

T thank you for coming here to-day. The

wntes of Bturatzshery are not so well
guardedi as they should be ™

“That Is not my affair” sald De Prio-

lotte with a smile. *'T have given my In-
formation to you because T know the
nrestige of Lor Cloverton and his value
tn the peace of Wallarin."

With these parting compliments the
Prenchman bowed - himself oul. feeling

fhitt he hnd established his position with

the Ambassador, and put him off the

real weent at one and the same time,
The plenannt security of the latter fenl-
Ing war deatined to be quickly and ruda<
"vodlspelled.  Bome troops certainly did
leave the elty and go toward RBreslan,
hit many more sel out in the opposite

firection and atretehed across the coun-
'ty which lay between Bturatzbere and
‘the mountalne. Tord Cloverton, In ad-

viring the King. waa etill convineed tha

he most Imminent dangsr threaten
from the brigands in the hills
The disnateh nf the tracna Al not sur-

arten Frina Mavendin, That they should
¥o rhlefly townrd the hills seemed one
T natnral, seeing that the brieands
‘av there. The time sinece she md re

irned o ind that her home had heon
=enrrhod had onssed In n whirl of con-
Aisting emotlons. For n few mamente
aftor Alsmissing Hannah she had stood
unright, 'mmovabley, with n sense  of
“olng alone in the world ANl tha intrr.
utn and hopes of her life ssamed tn slin
from her and fall Into a henn of dend
'shes n! her feet. The Prinreas hnd
wome,  Timihtleas she had meant to go
whan Frimm had left her that mornins,
and hnd gnt her nut nf the wav an pire

nwese, It wns Dumitrt who had soeoxent-

«l her goine Into the Role: It was Thimye

‘ri1, nrohably. who had pursuaded Marit-

 that tha t'me to act ad coma, No#*
far n moment 4l Frina sunones that Pine

mitry was cognigant af the fnot that hne

Yanme wonld ha aenrched she did not has

Hove that thay had gone 1o escamne ('a-
eovary. If mueh had hean the case ahe

winld hnve hesn taken Inte tholr conne

dones. No: the  denarture hnd taken
“nen for the furtherance of olans In

which she had no mrt. and which she
nramintly linksd  with the disspprarancs
W Cantaln Ellarsy Tt never occouresd
tn Frinn tn sat walcrhes to warn tha
Prineesn shonld she return. Bhe would
aot returm For enod or (11 she had he=
ai'n the fAnn! moave toward har gral.
What wore hor rlans® What chanee had

thev af siccean” Frina krew what sacret

wnclofton nurand the cause of Princons
VMaritze In the eltv. She knew tn & unht
tha  sunport  eould  he depended  upon,
Lnew the exaet value of |t the alrength
indl werknees af 4. The canse hnd looks
WA tn the WMils for sinanort, oot withon,
renant, perhaps Were nnt the men
aqthered there pebeln ready ta pirike &
WMaw At the Governmant® This had als
wive leen Maritaa's nrgument, nnd thers
had Feen pomia migna that ahe was rieht,
Felvg Unew thot the material for reval®
wne to hand, hat n rewsit's loader had
be» ine)ing Naw 1his wanrt had hevi

annlled by Cuantain FHleray. TF wan
round Fllerey that the whisl of Frinn's
amntlons  cenfred Her pelinf that tha. ;
Tylereoan had gone bafore the houss w800
wenrehed pave placa ta the anorahengieon

that ahs bad gone to jnin Cantaln Kl
loresv Che daw ~nly a vivsl Ir hor late
eyoel It wre her lava for the man
whilph ruolad Feina Mavrodin's actions,
nt her love for the cause. Tt wasr n
this snirit that ghe made her complning .
in the Kine, for the time might eonma

when her house would prove ths enmly

aife refoe for Fllerey. Tt was In thae
enirit that. with her mald In attendancre,
whe nresently wont o visit Baron Pe-

fremeng
The Naron's wound had not nroved se
rione. bt 1) Bad kent him to the houss,

The Countess fourd him lying on n sols,

from whith ha hnif rose ns she sntered.

fhe hurried forward to prevent him.

""I'H- In mwood of vou, Countesn.™ has

mild  “Strangely  you  were in my

thanghte when vou were annovpoesd.™
Bhe Inouired about hin wonnd and swe

nressod her ' regrets In a fow pretiily
turmed  senfences,

‘It waw nothing.” sald  the
“The arestest hurt was to my pride
“And, of eourse, you long for m

“Curiously mmnh, that Hﬂ.
risen unpermost ., :

[
tack wor of my con




