was

' “and lved

unl‘:ll Mish and’ bananas for ;
.

and cast away

DT Years; ,

succeeded In panhandling his
_vagm.to his old Stamping Ground, |
only to learn that friend Wife had

hooked up with Phillp and was wear-
ing Bells, - _ -

Bo the eanly thing for Enoch to/do
was to evaporate.

He faded away and kept under covs
er just because he did not wish to em-
barrass his Relatlons and separate
them from thelr Soft Picking

If he talked to a Lawyer he never
would have lived in poetical Fiction
as a self-sacrificing Hero , but he
might have made a proud showing as
& keen young Business Fellow.

He had a chance to get after Annle
for Bigamy, replevin the Plano, sue
for possession of the Children and Je-
mand $560,000 Damages from Philllp

for alllenating Affections of wunning
Mate,

" Instead of which he retired to a
Boarding House and never-came out
again. ”

Any one who has Relatives that go
Broke occastonally will grasp the sub-
tle Humor of Tennyson's story. i

0

Enoch was the only Prodigal
What'he wants
is-a Trained

Arden ;m" ortal
nerve to thalnl tmhl eoﬂmT Jim
around 'some remote corner of the

Barth for years and years and then
gome home , when all the other places

| were closed up, and find his Smoking

Jacket laid out for him and the Even-
ing Paper right on the Centre Table.

When he discovered that some one
had plcked the word ‘“Welcome" out
of the Door Mat and that his old
friend Philllp was now the Plot of the
Plece,” he went right up In the Air like
a Toy Balloon. :

He looked in through the Window
and saw that his Wife was hap:y with
No. 2 and that no one scemed to be
tacking up any crape on his account.

“It would be a shame to break up
the Picture/” he sald, “I am to this
joyous Family what Free Silver Is to
a re-united Democratic Household—a
sad, sweet Memory. Mé for the Bub-
way."”

The question Is, What did Enoch
gee when he crept up behind the Cur-
rant Bushes? - .

The whole story Is an Invention,
gpeclally made to arder for Weepers,
and {f the Finale is to sad for the
Pregent light hearted ability, we have
a right to read proof on Tennyson

ever came home Busted and did not]and adapt the wind-up so as to make

demand Cpicken. three times a day
agd the keys to the Wine Cellar.

He overlooked a Good Thing. Prob-
ably he had lived rlone on the Trop-
ical Island so long that he was a bit
Googly—nnt a clear case of the Bats,
but the Bun had got to his Head and
made . him what the Specialists call
daffy, or bug.

He had sense enough to be a Hero,
but he was shy on Legal Rights

Everybody who reads Enoch Arden
weeps a little, but probably a Lawyer
would weep harder than anybody else.

The whole story Is now drifting into
the Joke Class, because 1t 1s based on
the played-out Theory that the Mar-
rlage Contract Is binding and perpet-
ual

In England, when the story was
written, this thing of getting married
was a copper riveted, air tight, cinch
Proposition, the same as taking out
A BP-year Lease,

Nobody went in on Probatlon
Those who tackled It sald good-bye to
their Friends and settled down for a
Life Serntence.

Enoch stayed away a great many
years, without sending home even a
Bouvenir Post-Card , and when he
floated back inteo town he expected’to

find Annie walting for himm with a Hot .

Supper all ready
No man ever Knows when he I8
ever going to cross the Home Plate

it harmonize with new Conditions,

It is probably true that Annle put
her tag on Enoch in preference to
Phillip.

She was a true Child of Romance.
Philip had a hatful of money, but
Enoch had Curly Halr,

S0 the Marriage Bells pealed forth
and the gay young Couple went dl-
roctly from the Church to a suburban
Cottage and began to throw domestic
Utensils at the Woll.

v VAL !
sts at their own game,

th_y Private Detectlve Agency to wi
the House or arranged to have his sis-
“In-law write and let him know
w Annle was behaving., |

He was the genuine ol
type of Trusting Husban
that shows up in Melodrania and nev-
er puspects his wife except when she
is Innocent,

In fact, it was about fifteen years
before he landed back at his birth-
place, He hardly knew the town on
account of the new Carnegile Library
and also because the Waiting Room at
the Btation had been swept during his
absence,

When he arrived at the 0ld Home-
stead he hesitated about butting right
In. He was afrald the joy of sesing
him again might overcome somebody.

He was undecided wheteher to alip
his Card under the door or throw his
Hat over the transom, and he imade
up his mind to do a little rubbering
and find out the lay of the ground.

80 he looked in through the window
and saw quite a number of Children
that he had never met. Also there
was Philip, his old time rival, spread
out on a Morris Chair,

Annie was present and looked like
Ready Money.

“It seems that somebody elss has
jumped in and is fillilng my Dates,”
sald Enoch. “I would go In and sort
out my own Children, but I don't llke
to make any trouble for them 80 near
Supper Time."

He was about to depart when An-
nie, who had seen him loitering about
the premises, came out and spoke to
him pleasantly.

"It seems to me we have met," she
said.

Enoch told her his name and men-
tloned several Mutual Acqualntances,
and finally Annle got his Number,

“Now I can place you,"” she exclaim-
ed. "You are the Gentleman I mar-
ried first of all."

“Evidently I made quite an Impres-
slon upon you, or you would not have
remembered me all these Years,"” sald
Enoch, much gratified. , “I haven't
been home now for a good many
yers, because I have been pretty well
tled up with Business Affairs and had
to attend a Meeting of the Directors
and call on a4 customer from 8t. Paul
and digtate some Letters, and besides
the Traln was late. I hope you
haven't been worrying about me.'

“Not at all,” replied Annle. YA
real bright woman who can play
Bridge and has got the Club Habit
can keep house for weeks at a time
without having a husband near the
place,

“Have you becn true to the vows
you made at the altar?” asked Enoch.

“Four times,” was the reply. “You
gee, after you had been away eight
weeks without dropping even a Re-
mittance, I was told that 1 could prove
a case of Desertion, so | cut the Cable
and made a very satisfactory Matri-
monlal arrangement with Philip. We
got along well for two years, but
when we repapered the Front Room
he selected a design of pale Morning
Glorles, while I preferred a Hollana
Effect with funny Plctures around
the Border. Wa could no! agree, and
In wview of this Incompatibility of
Temper there was only one thing to
do. I told him to roll his Hoop, and
one morning I went up to the Court
House and got my second Decree."

“Then, why do 1 find him here frol-
icking with the children?”

“The Court has glven orders that

Enoch took an Invoice after a
few years and found that he had
here and there a Child and a
Boat. He figured that it wowk re-
quire about 150 years at the rate he
was going to make himself Independ-
ent, 80 he began to investigate the
gat-rich-quick Schemes.

Somebody told him
well In China.

There you have it. The Easy Mon-
ey In this World is always at the other
end of the Line, ™. °

Every man who Is patrolling Broad-
why on his Uppers knows that he
could make §50,000 in three months if
he were In Los Angeles. Oklahoma
looks mighty good to the humble Far-
mer who owes a largs store bill in 1l-
inols, and the main reason why so
many energetic People want to get to
SBome City Is that the tlcket costs
more than they can scrape Logether,

he could do

again, but he thinks that Wifey ought
to know. It Is her duty to be hitch-
ed up and standing on her tiptoes,
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Enoch probably read some Foldera
igsued by the Dream Department of a
Transportation Company and he could
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ha shall be allowed to come here one
|duy every week. Weo are very good

friends. - There was a time when a
woman usually had a prejudlce
against her former Husbands, but

nowadays a more liberal spirit seems
to pervade the upper strata of Soclety.
After 1 gave Phillp his Walking Pa-
pers and nalled No. 3, he came over
quite often to show the New One how
to regulate the Furnace.”

“Where (s No. 3 now?" asked
Enoch, taking a Pencil from his pock-
et arl checking them off

“He wearied of my cooking' ax-
plained Annie. ‘“The Judge decided
that Fudges and Tea every Bunday ev-
ening condituted Cruelty on my part.
I did not make any fight on the split-
out, because I got half the Proparty.”

“Helng once more free, what was
your next move?"

“l did as all others do—went out
looking for more trouble. No. 4 was
what you might designate as af On-

'

7,

.
L

i8 not recorded that Enoch hired |

.put

/
, wpert
“,ﬁh'ﬁ(ﬂ\‘
\
fon. He had lved at one of those

European hotels thirty years, and I
had an awful time getting him house
broke. I learned thLan when a man
past 45 gets married he lsn't looking
for a Wife at all. What he wants Is o
Tralned Nuyrse. I rescued hilm from
the Hotel because I needed a largs
Limousing Car. But even with my
Long Experlence and Angellc Dispos-
itton T could not put up with nlg
Grouch."

“Is he still on deck 7" asked Enoch.
“I canned him lagt weck,” said An-
nie softly, “but I stlll have the Lim-
ousine Car. You can see that [ have
had a lot of Trouble since you went
away, and also quite a wad of Exper-
fence” ,

“How about No. 67"

“How dare you?" she asked, with
womanly indignation “Do vou think
I have no regard for the proprieties?
I always walt & reasonable thme, and
besldes the supply seems to be a little
slack just at present. Have you any
Open Time?"

“l am as free as a hird,” replied
Eroch. *I am glad I happened along
when you were not tled up, because
Winter Is coming on and 1 must get
planted somewhere. I suppose there
will be no ohjection to my golng back
en the Old Job?"

“None whatever. If you hurry you
will be able to get a License belore
the Clerk's Office closes. Be sure and
in the customary clause abnut
elther party having a right to give a
Two Week's Notice in case of dissat-|
isfaction.” I
It will cost two large fron Dollars
to get the llcense,” suggested Enoch.
Annle slipped himethe money

And that Is how it happened that
Enoch Arden, instead of coming home
to dle of a broken heart, fund awalt-
Ing him the love of a Falthful Wil
and the companlonship /bt many
bright-eyed Children,

BUSINESS IN SOUTH LAST YEAL,

Government Report Gilves Movements
of Cotton, Grain, Rice and Tobacco.

Washington, February 24.—Com-
mercial movements in Southern ter-
ritory In connection with the Internal
commerce of the United States are
discugsed Iin the December summary
just issued by the Department of Com-
merce and Labor,

According to this document the fig-
ures of which are brought down to the
close of business, December 31, 1006,
cotton sight receipts during December
amounted to 9,283,872 bales, T11,400
in excess of corresponding arrivals In
1906, and 382,372 greater than those
of 1804. For the firgt four months of
the current season lke recelpts ag-
gregated 8,025,078 hales, against 7,.-
078,627 for the conrresponding perind
in 1905, and 5,032,634 In 1904, The
net overland movement for the samo
perlods was 60,442 bales in 1006,
433,856 In 1900, and 629,008 In 1804,
while exportis (or the season to De-
cember 31. which totaled 4,130,111
bales, exceoded Ilike withdrawls In
1906 by muore than 6700000 bales, but
fell below thase for 1904 by over 170,-
000 bales. Northern mills' taking
uring this period aggregated 1,200,-
28 bales, while the mills of the South
were credited with 1,002,803, a total
of 2,208,021 bales, compared with 2.-
206,209 for corresponding months In
1905, and 2,102,617 in 1804.

" Cotton receipts at United Btates
ports from September 1 to December
31, 1008, totaled 5,925,008 bales, over
$00,000 In excess of ‘corresponding
arrivals In 1905, but slightly smaller
than those In 1804, Of the totpl
movemant, Gulf reports received §.-
970,125 bales, and Atlantle ports 1,-
054,971, while the individual citles
credited with more than a million
bales’ were as follows: Galveston, 2,-
230,174, New Orleans, 1,316,181, and
Savannah, Oa., 1,080,334,

Cotton receipts at leading Interior
Bouthern towns from September 1 to
December 28 amounted to 4,227,202
bales, exceeding lke arrivals In the
préceding yoar by approximately 600,-
000 bales, and those of 1004 by over
250,000 balea. Towns recelving over
100,000 bales were as follows: Hous-
ton, Tex., 1,707,866;: Memphis, Tenn,,

471.662; Bt. Louls, Mo, , 886,347;
Augusta, Gn, 271,192; Little Rock,
Ark., 164,580; Bhreveport, La., 145,-

441; Montgomery, Ala, 128,192, and
Atlanta, Ga., 106,418,

Orain recelptd at New Orleans dur-
ing December totaled 5,087,000 bush-
els, falling below corresponding ar-
rivals in 1905 by over 4 million bush-
els, but but exceeding those of 1904
by more than 1 13 milllon bushels.
#hipments for the sama month were
1,642,209 bushels against 4,978,077 In
Decomber, 1905, and 1,458,001 In De-
comber, 1004, During the entire yeur
5,472,800 bushels of wheat, 19,830,-
§12 corn and 0,407,146 oats were re-
oelved mut that oity, & total of H

787 busheld in cont:
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1905 movement, wheat showed an In-
crease of nearly 5 milllon bushels, and
oats of slightly over 4 million bushels,
while corn showed a loss of approxi-
mately 6 millilon bushels. Forelgn
shipments for the year gpggregated
28,431,082 bushels In 1906 23,416,429
bushels In 1906, and 7,442,228 bush-
els In 1904,

Recelpts of rough rice at New
Orleans during Decerniher amounted
to 119,034 sacks, against 83,220 in
December, 198006, and 107,864 In De-
cember, 1904, For flve months ending
December 81 like arrivals nggregated
819,623 sacks In 1906, 717,916 In 1905
and 993,139 in 1904. Clean rice re-
ceipts durlng the month amounted to
63.495% pockets, and for the flve
months to  December 31, 218478
pockets, Durlng the preceding year
ke  arrivals amounted to 03,245
pockets for the month, and 212,582
for the five monthe and In 1904, 50,-
064 for December, nnd 247,920 for the
five months ending with Dacember.

During 1906 tobacco recelpts at Cin-
cinnatl amounted to 55,380 hogsheads:
at Loulsville, 105973; at Clarksville,
9,847; st Hopkinsville, 5. 450; at Padu-

| sah, 5,381, and nt Mavtield, 4.418, n

total aof 187,449 hogsheads, compared
with 192,484 recelved at these towns
in 1905, and 160,738 In 1904

UNSUNG.

Ax sweetl as the breath that goes
I'rom the lips of (he wWhite rose,
welrd as the elhin Hghis

s

That glimmer of frosty nlghts,
As will ng the winds that tear
The curled red lenf In the alr,
ls the song I have nes»r nung

In slumber, o hundred timoes
I've sald tha enchunted rhvmes,
Itut ere [ open my eyes

This ghost of a poem flies;

3 tha Interfluent sirains

Not even 4 nols remains,

| know hy my pulse's bent

[t was something wild and sweet,
And my heart Is strungely stirred

13y an unremembered word

[ atrive, but 1 strive in valn,
To call the Inat refriin

O eome miraculous day

Perhaps It will come nnd sway;

In some unimagined spring

1 may find my volee nnd sing

The song 1 have never sung
—~THOMAB HAILEY ALDRICH.

[mt RECOIL OF THE BwinﬂJ

BY B. H, LYLE, JR

He was rnf father, yet I hated him—
hated him with & deep, Implacable hatred
that could only be satlefled with his blood.
Strange as this mey seem, the explana-
tion was slmple. MHe was one of Chlca-
go's great merchant princes, he owned
branch houses in five large cltlies, agd
I was his only son. In these elrcum-

gtances 1 should have had all the ad-
vantages of money and oduration. Yet
I had none of these advantages. At 15
I wius taken from school and placed “in
one of my fathier's merchunt houses—a
fionr-sweeper.  He sald T must begin
loow and rise, but 1 was never placed
higher. 1 wns never aullowed a hollday,
never mllowed to associnte with other
boyg of my own statlon In life, Alwaya
b fore me was the low, degruding work
ol the Noor-aweoper., 80 It was that [
hegun to hate him, and s the years
wenl by my hatred became wsironger
and deeper. At 20 1 had declded upon my
course, and thal course wny o coursg of
sell.  And A eourse of well could ly

mean death,
The evening after 1 had come lo this

decision 1 left the store eurly, In order
tor be at home when he arrived. When 1
reached home T did not go te my own

room &t the renr. Instead, T went up to
ls Hhrary, o place he never allowed
me to enter, But now I had no fear. 1
hud fully made up my mind; T would de-
mand my rights  If he granted them,
the life of & gentleman, If he did not I
waould kill him and let things take thelr

CcOourse,

I had hordly scated myself when 1
heard n disturbance in the street below.
A carringe dashed up to the door, the
bell rang  violently, volees oried out In
cunfusion. Then thingy quleted, there was
o whispered consultation In the hall,
then the tramp, tramp of heavy feet on
tha stalr I sprang to my feet, every
nerve Ungling, and stood breathlessly k-
tenlng to Lthat steady, neuring tread. Tp,
up, It came; aonrer, nearer! then It paus-
od befarn the lthrary door. 1 stepped for-
ward. The door opened, ond in came two
strange men, carrylng the limp body of
my futher

“An necldent,” one of them muttered.
A carringe struck him. A doctor, qulek'"
They both left the room hurriedly. Their

Burden lay ncross the table,

Prosently tlie house grow deathly quiet.
The servants hwd rushed off in terror,
Epreading the news. | was alona In the
library—alone with the Ump form thrown
over the papers and Lnoks on the table
My heart bent flercely: joy fillled my soul.
God In his merey, then, had relleved me
of the task. My father wns dead and [
had not killed him. 1 gaged down on Lhe

white face befors mo and smiled Sud-

denly I starsd,

my lips. Had h
had my senses trick
ly I moved a step nearer. Then the fig-
ure on the table moved, groaned, and
slowly came (o an unright position. For
a moment my father gazed about him
in a dazed wiy, then his nre fell on me.
Lightning flashed from his look. With
an effort ha raised his hand and pointed.

“What do you 4o here?” he o in &
horlrm volea. "Out, back to your kem-
nel!”

A carved lvory gavel lay on the table
beslda him, It was small, but heavy, well-
balanced. In a fury I selzed it, and
giruck onece, twice. The blows fell with
8 slckening thud over his right temple,
With a low gronn my father fell back
among the papers. A quiver ran through
his frame aml  he lay still Horror-
struck [ slood gazing down wupon my
work. [ msearcely heard the rapld beat
of a horses hoofs In the streget below, the
glamnming of the hall door, the steps on
the stalr. The physician hurried In and
bruskly awept me aside. Only a moment
he bhent over the body In examination.
Then he turned to face me, and there
wiis pity In his look.

“Your father Is dead' he mald

4, the smils froze on
eyelld quiv or
me? Involuntari~

Teachers Must Be Home by 0.

Muskogee correspondence ‘Kansas

City Star

The school board has applied the
curfew law to school teachers of
Muskoges. From Tulsa and Me-
Alester comes Information that the
schnol board at each place has made
n slmilar order.

The boards of education in these
towns have declded that the teachers

in the public schools must cut so-
ciety flve nights out of the weak at
least. The boards have given (t out
that they do not expect to ses the
teachers out after 9 o'clock at night
through the school week and they

do not add that the teachers are at
libarty tha other nights. This order
has created a storm In the towns
mentioned, Some of the teachers

in open rebelilon and say that they
will go where they please and when,
and some of them have done so, but
it is notlced they are walting with
some apprehension for the next meet-
ing of the hoard.

" His Definitions.

Atlantn Constitution,

“Falth,” said Brother Willlams, “is
de faculty what kin turn de song er
a sawmlll Into de hallalula er de an-
gels'”

“An' what ia hopo?”

“Hope is de faculty what keeps you
lookin' for somethin’ you ngver gits.”

"Now [ can place
you, 'she exe

laimed




