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_, Around Raleigh--Military Lawless-
Fﬁ When the retrograde movement of
% Genegal

" “fully understood—the supply trains
-a,-‘?:;mvln; slowly along the roads of Or-
W' mnge, and General Wheeler's cavalry

ohnston’s army was at last

acting upon the maxim that all that
they Jeft behind them was s0 much

eid and comfort to the enemy, taking,

care to leave at least as few mules
mnd horses as possible—then deluded
people, who had all along hugged
themselves In the belief thatthelr re-
moteness was thelr security, began to
®hake the dust from thelr eyes, and
open them to admit a view of the pos-
Blbllity of Bherman's army reaching
even thelr secluded homes.

The mission of Governor Graham
&and Swain wasg not generally under-
g:od, even by their near neighbore,

at any avallable attempt to check
the ruln and devastation that had
hitherto Accompanied that army could
be made, or was even consistent with

onor and our allegience to the Con-
ederate government, very few bellev-
ed. A distingulshed Confederate'gen-
eral, standing on our sidewalk, as his
division of Infantry marched through
on Friday, fourteenth, sald in refer-
ence to the commissioners, that they
were & couple of traitors, and ought
to be hung. General Wheeler's cav-

' micy held the village of Chapel HIII

until midday of April sixteenth, East-
er Bunday. Not a house in the place
but was thrown open to show them
kindness and hospitality. There were
rough riders among these troopers—
men who, If plunder was the obfect,
would care little whether it was got
from f(riend or foe. How much of
this disposition to subsist by plunder
was due to the West Point tralning
©f thelr general, it would perhaps be
Inquiring too curlously to consider.
A few such reckless men in the regi-
ment woyld have been enough to en-
tall an evil name upon the whole; and
a4t the time of which I speak there
were more than a few In General
Wheelr's command whoe were ut-
terly demorallzed Ilawless, and de-
flant. Having said this much, because
the truth must be told, T will add that
that famous band by far the greater
part were true and gallant men. We
mingled freely with them, from Gen-
eral Wheeler himeelf, who slept In

the drenching rain among his men,’

and was idolised by them, to his poor-
est private, and the impression made
by them was altogether In their favor.
There were men from every SBouthern
tate and from every walk in life,
here were mechanics from Georgla

. address 1aspir mﬂo‘m’ﬁm
eldest boy .rode by his aidat,

one

‘there were gay -

Islana and lawyers ‘from nessee,
d In this

some of whom had graduate
Unlvafd‘y in the happy days gons by,
who revisited these empty corridors
‘with undisguised 'sadness, foreboding
that not one stone would be left upon
another of these venerable bulldings,
perhiips not an: oak left standing in
the noble groves after Sherman's
army had passed. Many of these men
had not been pald oné cent even of
Confederate currency in more than a
year, Few of them had more than
the well-worn suit of clothes he had
on, the ineffiofent arms he carried and
the poor and poorly équipped horse
he rode,. A lleutenant, not four years
before a graduate of this University,
who had not seen his home within a
year, and who had not long before re-
celved Intelligence that his house in
Tennessee had been burned to the
ground by the enmy, and that his
wife and child w ere homeless,
when the certain news was brought
by Governor Swain of General Lee's
surrender, covered his face with his
hands to hide a brave man's tears. He
told us that a twenty-five oent Con-
federate note was all that he pos-
seszed In the world beside his horse.
The privotes generally discussed the
situation ¢f affairs calmly and frank-
ly, and Iwth an'amount of Intelligence
that the Southern and Southwestern
yveomanry have not generally had
credit for possessing. They one and all
agreed thet if the end was near, they
would not surrender. “No, no,” sald
a red-cheeked Georgian boy of nine-
teen, “they won't get me;” and one
six-foot six saturnine Kentuckian as-
surcd me that he would join the army
of France and take his allegience and
his revolver over the water. I trust
he is on his little farm by the Licking
river as I write and has found him a
wife and has pettled down to do his
whole duty to the country once mores.

These men rode up frankly to our
gates, “May [ have dinner hera?”
“Can you give me a biscult?” Well,
it was not much we had, but we gave
it joyfully—dried frult, sorghum,
| drled peas and early vegetables. Poor
as it was we seasoned {t with the
heartiest good will #nd a thousand
wishes that it were better. The divis-
fons of Igfantry passed through with
a rapid sfep without halting, so thal
we could glve them no more than a
mute welcome and a farewell, and a
hearty God bless them as they passed.
Thelr faces were weather-beaten but
cheety; thelr uniforms were faded,
stalned and worn; but they stepped
lightly and had a passing joke for the
town gaszers, and a kindly glance for
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part of our national history.

The Federal cavalry were In close
pursult and several skirmiéhes had
taken place on the road from Raleigh,
A brigade under General Atkins fol-
lowed General Wheeler, while Kllpat-
rick, with the rest of his division, fol-
owed Hampton toward Hillsbero,
along the Central Railroad line. The
last- skirmish occurred, and perhaps
the last blood of the war was shed on
Friday evening, fourteenth, atthe At-
king plantation, elght miles from
Chapel HIll, near the New Hope river,
which was much swollen by heavy
zains, and the bridge over which, as
well as all others on the road, was
destroyed by General Wheeler's men.
They attacked the enemy endeavoring
to cross on fallen trees and driftwood,
and several were killed on both sldes.
Bome of our men were killed In a
skirmish at Morrisville, and some of
the wounded came on with the trains.
One poor fellow from BSelma, Ala-
bama, mortally wounded, was carried
to the house of one of our principal
physiclans, and tenderly cared for,
for two or three days, while he talked
of his distant home and his mother,
and sent messages to those who would
see him no more. After his comrades
had pussed on and the place was in
the hands of the Federals, he resigned
himself to dle with childish patience,
asking for a favorite hymn, and beg-
ging the lovely girl who had watchad
him with a sister's fidelity to kiss him,
as he was dving, "for his sister.” He
was lald to rest in the garden and de-
haps as bitter tears of regret and de-
‘spalr fell on that lonely grave as on
any during he war; for the war was
over, and he and the rest had dled in
vain.

On Sunday, at 2 p. m, General
Wheeler called In his ptckc:ts: and
once more, and for the last time, we
saw the gallant sight of our gray-clad
Confederate soldlers, and waved our
lagt farewell to our army. A few
hours of ahsolute and Sabbath stillness
and sllence ensued. The groves stood
thick and golemn, the bright sun shin-
Ing through the great boles and down
the grassy slopes, while a pleasant
fragrance was wafted from the purple
panicles of the Paullonia. All that na-
ture can do was still done with order
and beauty, while men's hearts were
falling them for fear, and' for look-
ing after those things which were
coming on the earth.

We sat In our pleasant piazzas and
awalted events with quiet resignation.
The silver had all been burled—some
of it In springs, some of {t under rocks
in the streams, some of It In fence
corners, which, after the fences had

and |1 "IIQ
ations were m

‘stated that he had General

morged in a generous
anxiety for Bo we talked apd
speculated, while\the very peace and
profound quiet of the place sustained
and soothed our minds. Just at sun-
and soldlerly-looking
man; at the head of a dogén dressed
in blue, rode quietly in by the Ral-
elgh road. Governor Swaln, accoms-
panied by a few of the principal citl-
gens, met them at the entrance, and
Sher-
man’'s promise that the town and
University should be saved from pil-
lage. The soldier replied that such
were his orders, and they should be

observed. - They then rode in, gal-
loped u}:- and down the strects Ipe
quiring for rebels; and being inforth-

ed that there were. none In town,
they withdrew for the night to thelr
camp; and the next morning, being
Baster Monday, April 17th, General
Atking, at the head of a detachment
of four thousand cavalry, entered
about § a. m. and we were captured.

That was surely a day '3 be re-
membered by us all. For the first
time In four years we saw the old
flag—the “Stars and Stripes” In
whose defense we would once have
been willing to die, but which cer-
tainly excited very lttle enthuslasm
now. Never before had we realized
how entirely our hearis had been
turned away from what was once our
country, till we felt the bitterness
aroused by the sight of that flag
shaking out its red and white folds
over us. The utmost qulet and good
order prevalled. Guards were placed
at every house immediately and with
a prompiness that was needful; for
one residence, standing a little apart,
was entered by a sguad of bummers
in advance of the guard, and In less
than ten minutes the lower rooms,
store rooms, and bed rooms overhaul-
ed and plundered with a swift and
business-l1lke thoroughness only at-
talnable by long and extenslve prac-
tice. A guaid arriving, they left, but
their plunder was not restored. The
village guards, belonging to the Ninth
Michigan Cavalry, deserve especial
mentlon as being & descent set of men,
who, while they were here, behaved
with civility and propriety.

That was surely a day to be remem-
bered by us all; yet the first return-
ing annlversary of that day brought
the villuge of Chapel HIIl an occa-
slon as generally Interesting, but in-
vested with a tenderness of Its own.
On the slxteenth of April, 1866, the
whole town poured out to receive two
Confederate soldlers—twn brothers—
who had fallen- irr battle In our de-
fense. They came back home that

day, and were placed slde by side In
that church, whose alsles their lnfunt|
feet had trodden. The paln deal boxes |
that Inclosed them were graced with
garlands, and the emblem of the holy
falth In which they had died “"more

-

And come thou, too, fit emblem,
bleeding heart!
‘all our evergreens—tho laurel
the bay, .
From the deep forests which
around us stand;
They know them well, for in a hap-
pler day
They roamed these hills and valleys
hand in hand.

Yo winds of heaven, o'er them gently

sigh,
And April showers fall in kindliest
r‘lnl )
And“la_t the golden sunbeams softly
@

Upon the sod for which they died
In vain,

L > A
fuel and tents, and turned thelr hors-
es and mules apon my es and
fruit trees, destroying a large lot of
corn, potatoes, peas, etc., took off my
horses and mules, tore off the doors,
flooring,. and weather-boarding of my
outhouses and barns for tents: killed
all my poultry, upwards of thirty
young hogs, cooking them (n my
kitehen for the officer"s tables,

After the removal of this squad,
another took Instant possession and
pitched 24 tents In my frontyard and
;;ar"e m(l]mbir“lln the lower part of

rounds, still using my kitchen,
besides bullding fires all over the yard.
At my plantation three miles from
town, the devastation was thorough
and unsparing. I had no overseer

{ |¢here. The negroes, some 70 In num-

It was something—It was much,
that we copld lay them among their
own familiar hills, pleasant in their
lives and undivided In thelr deaths.
And North Carolina dust will He light-
ly on their gentle and noble breasts,

While the command of General At-
kins remalned In Chapel Hill—a perl-
od of nearly three. weeks—the same
work, with perhaps some mitigation,
was going on In the country around
the city of Raleigh, which had marked
the progress of the Faderal armies all
through the South. Planters having
large famlilles of white and black were
left without food, forage, cattle, or
change of clothing. Being In camp so
long, bedding became an object with
the marauders; and many wealthy
familied were stripped of what the In-
dustry of years had accumulated In
that llne. Much of what wag so want-
only taken was as wantonly destroyed
and squandered among the prostitutes
and negroes who haunted the camps.
As to Ralelgh, though within the cor-
porate limits, ne plundering of the
houses was allowed; yet In the sub-
urbs and the country the Inscrutable
policy of permitling unrestrained li-
cense to the troops prevalled to Its
widest sxtent. From the statements of
saveral of the prominent cltizens of
Raleigh I make the following extracts,
the first giving a general view and the
other simply one man's personal ex-
perience:

“Immediately around Raleigh the
farms were completely despolled of
everything In the shape of provislons
and forage, so as to leave literally
nothing for the support of man or
heast. In many Instances the houses
were burned or torn to pieces, and the
fences and Inclosures entirely destroy-
ed, so as to render It Impossible at
that season of the year to produce
one-third of & crop, even with the

greatest industry and attentlon. Ev-
ery horse and mule found In the coun-
try fit for service was taken off, and
only a few old half-starved ones are
to be found on the farms." The oth-
er atatement 1 give In full: "On the

ber, were plundered of their clothing
and provisions, consisting of bacan,
plckled beef, corn meal and flour, My
dwelling house was broken open,
weather boarding, flooring and coiling
carrled off, every window sash and
glass broken out and every article of
furniture for house and kitchen eith-
er carrled off or wantonly destroyed.
Barns, cotton house and sheds were
all torn down; blacksmyith's, carpen-
ter's and farming Implements carried
off or broken up; thre carts and two
large wagons, with thelr gear de-
stroyed; the fences burned and a large
ynumber of mules and horses pastured
on the wheat flelds; all my mules and
horses (17 In number) were carrled
off; 66 head of cattle, 40 sheep, K0
hogs, and a large flock of geese and
poultry elther tuken off or wantonly
shot down; & guantity of medicine,
some excellent wines, brandy, whis-
key and 200 gallons of vinegar were
taken., Wagon trains went down day
after day, till 160 barrels of corn,
15,000 pounds of fodder, 12,000
pounds of hay and all my wheat, pens,
cotton, ete,, were carried off, leaving
the wiwle place entirely bare so that
my negroes had to come In town for
ratlons."”

By the above account It will be
seen that having a guard did not
avall to protect the premises even
within the clty, though, as a general
rule, thelr presence did avall to pro-
tect the grounds around the house,

A lady reslding beyond the city lim-
fts, the wife of u general officer in
nur army, had her house repeatedly
plllaged, and all the provisions he-
longing to her negroes, as well as her
awn, carrled off, The tent of & general
L of the Federal army was pitched just
in front of the house, and every ma-

rauder golng In and coming out la-

| den with spolls was Immediately In
his view, yet not & word was sald to
cvheck the men nor any steps allowsd
for her protection. A guard was re-
fuged her, on the ground of the uae-
[tlon of Wheeler's men at thelr en-
I trance; and when, after repeated so-

slavery. T '
That General &N was -
sware of all this, not only tag
permitted it; but congidered it a nee
sary part of war that non-cony
ants lying at the mercy of his arm
should recelve no mercy at all, is om
of the extraordinary developments
the war. There would rather seem
be a deficiency of judgment on
part than a real want of humanity for
which he may have been Indebited
the astute military training received
at West Point. =
To this Institution alone must be
conceded the unsnviable distinction
of sending out soldlers instructed te
earry fire, sententiously declares thas
“Such Is war." ’

s
¥
N

“To her alone the praise Is due, i,
Bhe let them loose and cried Hallool'™ |

Even while the peace negotiations
were In progress, as have seen, and
in many coses after peace was de-
clared, the grand army hastened ta.
improve the shinlng hours In Wake, '
Orange and Alamance. Wholesale rob=
bery, abuse and Insult wera practiced
in 50 many Instances under the eyes of
the commanding officers that  thoss
who would have sald that the officers
did not know or permit such things,
and that they were the work of only
the lawless stragglers and camp fols
lowers, such as are found In all ar-
mles, were forced to the unavoidable s
conclusion that this specles of warfare
was encouraged and approved by the
commanders as. an important branch
of the service, and an Invaluable aid
to the work of subjugation aad ree
construction

(TO BE CONTINUBED.)

[For The Obsegver.
IF I WERE YOU.

If I were you,

I know, dear loyal one,
What T would do;
I'd love the girl upon &
Whose cheeks the dimples play L
And Jdance enchantingly,—
I'd love those eves of blue,

If 1 were you,

If 1 were you, 8
Thir wondrous world's delight _ 3
I'd soek and woo; ' _’
A f[ountain fInshing bright N
All lipa her praises sing .-
While I'm a sheltered spring, h
I'd yleld her homage, o, .
It I were you. gl
ik
11 T woere you, 13
The choles of placld fount
Might T not true?— R
You say you chlefest count
Thiat In my fare you soe
Love mirrored  perfectly?
In thls, dear hewrt, 'tis true,

think ns vou!
~FRANCES J. SAWYER.
Wilmiington
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REMARKABLE VERDICT!

*7 The SENSATIONAL TRIAL is over.

| - ITS AGE IN THE WORLD.

W

| Salesmen started for fa“.

QGUILTY of canying the ONLY GENERAL LINE OF
SOLID LEATHER SHOES in this country.

QGUILTY of MANUFACTURING MORE. SHOES than all

other Richmond houses combined.

We ask every merchant to

' The W.H.Miles Shoe Com

- MANUFACTURERS, RICHMOND, VA.

ook at this line.

| The verdit of GUILTY was
| rendered without a dissenting voice. The jury was composed of thousands of

| the best merchants m this country.  They found us—

| QGUILTY of being THE LARGEST SHOFE, HOUSE, OF

- A

Guilty! Convicted at Last

QGUILTY of producing the BEST SELLING LINES of shoes
in this country.
QGUILTY of showing a LARGER PERCENTAGE OF IN-
CREASE in business for 1906 over 1905 than any other shoe house
in this country.
QGUILTY of advertising facts and "DELIV ERING the GOODS."

We claim it to be the best ever
|  shown in our territory. We don't expect business from those who will deny it.  Just BE SURE to LOOK.

pany,Inc.
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