p doubts In
has furnished much merri-
r the enemies of the RBible
been difficult for Christians
n satisfactorily. But It is
question of whether one be-
{n miracies at all or not. It
‘dogs, then this one was no more
ible than the others. Certain-
no more difficult to keep
ve in the fish than It was
dss the dead or to feed the five
d on five loaves and two
 There would seem to be no
m for doubt since Christ himself
it/ 'as an historical fact (Matt
0). It is to be noted, too, that

t calls the fish a “whale.”

IRE DIRT ROAD IS SHORTER
U THAN RAILROAD.

m Jaffa to Jerusalem is 38

ps by dirt road and 54 by rallway,
r winds its tortuous Wway
ek the mountains of Judea and
akes 3 1-¢ hours by, train, The
stop is at Lydda, where Peter
lad the saints and healed Aencas
he palsy. While at Lydda the
ples at Joppa sent for him and
vent there and raised Tabitha
n the dead and presented her
s 10 the saints and widows, The
gtation is Ramleh, sald to be
thea mentioned in the New

ngnt, Here lived Joseph, "a
man of Arimathea,” who begged
Pilate the body of Jesus and lald
h his own new tomb., Ramleh I8
y of more than 6,000 people,
«f whom are Christians. Near
leh is'a small village on a hill
'hill was pointed out by a pro-
onal ‘dragoman on the train as
placé where Sampson got the
e hundred foxes, whose tills he
together, with firebrands between

.and then turned loose in the

" pf the Philistines. "~ Boma

» the train asked him |f S8amp-
' goological garden on the
but ne could not enlighten the
irer..- We- had gone only a few
e fus when 1 saw & large red
fotting offt towards a cactus
9 conceal {tself. The cave of

! ‘Lq“’m at Jeast two dn.ys.

and sea are twenty-five miles
Jerusalem. We employed no guard.
We had not proceeded far, however,
before a heavily armed Bedouln gal-
loped up beside us and continued to
Stay with us. Wa asked our driver
what the fellow meant, and he in-
formed us that that was our gu

he had as well go back. But he was
not to be dismissed so summarily.
He ° insisted that It was a govern-
mént requirement and that he was in
the line of his duty.. We tried in vain
to get rid of him. U returning
to Jerusalem I Investigs the so-
called “government réquirement’” and
found that the Turkish government
had entered into & compact with the
Bedouins of & certain village near
Jerusalem whereby the villagers were
Branted the exclusive' priviléege of
guarding tourists on the Jerusalems-
Jericho road on condition that the
villagers would be responslble for
the safety of the tourists, Upon this
ldiotlc compact the Beduoin villagers
base thelr claim to escort parties on
that particuler road and to levy
blackmal] on travelers.  If the travel-
ers decline to pay, then these govern-
ment agents themselves hold up and
rob the tourists, Consequently, thers
Is no escape from robbery. The ras-
cals first offer you the privilege of
consenting to the robbery and agree-
ing upon the amount. Otherwise they
take all, The only robber we saw
on the trip was our guard. The au-
thorities have granted him and his
fellow villagers a monopoly of the
robbing business. But this Is only
one of the* many Impositions that
:ourln‘ts have to submit to in Tur-H
ey.

The road to Jericho passes through
& wild, uninhabited country, known
as the Wildernenss of Judea. The
descent to Jericho from Jerusalem is
over 4,000 feet, and impresses one
with the significance of the word
“down” in the narrative: *“A certain
iman went down from Jerusalem to
Jeritho and fell among thievs”

THE SCENE OF THE GOOD  S8A-
MARITAN'S ACT.

b L]

Midway between"the two places
tradition localizes the parable of the
Good Samaritan. On the supposed
sita there is now a new building, in

Bo5 1 10" plain view from the which réfreshments and noveltles are

ndow—but that remarkable jaw

with which he slaughtered so
vy Philistines was not in evidence,
br fwenty miles out from Jaffa
raflway traverses the Plain of
on. Whis plain is a fertile tract
between the mountains of Judea
“the Medliterranean. ' Although
ated for more than 5,000 yeafs
put the ald of fertilizers, It is
pamarkably productive. A few
' pg Germans have settled in
pund: Jaffa and are demon-

I

sold. In the back end of the house
is a_dummy in female attire, which
the proprietor calls “Mrs. Samaritan.”
The #tory of the Good Bamaritan is
4 mokt beautiful one. Whether it
Was an actual occurrence or a para-,
hle is not known. Bnt {t has been
earnestly insisted by one that {t was
a fact and that the Good Samaritan
was a drummer. In support of the,
theory that he was'a drummér, it is
argued that he knew a good hotel
and had with him a bottle of liguor.

it not for the Jotdan

: ; . become d”ﬂ_'.:. The

of the water is such

) floats on it llke &

wk. ‘'Nothing can llve in 1t and
no shells are found on its shores.” It
Is properly called the dead sea, Just
above it, on the east, is lonely Nebo,
from which the great law-giver looked
into the land he Was not permitted
to enter. The Jordan, the most re-
nowned river: in the world, loses itself
in this sea of death.
drive above the sea Is the ford where
Joshua and the Israelites crossed over
into the Promised Land. They “pass-
ed over right against Jerleho”™ (Jos.
3:16. There Is but one place where
they could ¢dme down the mountain
“right agalnst Jericho.” ere is an
old ford there, but the river is too
deep to be forded. It is some elghtor
ten feet deep and runs very swiftly.

About an hour's

ra- |
the,

In its rapld course it stirs up the olay

and the water becomes very muddy.
Such it was In the days of Naaman
(II. Kings 5:12). On its banks are
tamarisks, .poplars, willows and think
cane.
site of Christ's baptism by John, tha
Baptist. At thig place_an enterpris-
ing fellow has erected a small house
on posts (above high
keeps curious souvenirs for sale. He
also keeps row boats to give pilgrims
& ride—for ‘“backsheesh.” Many

thousands of pilgrims from different |

lands vigit the spot during each year.
Some of them are baptized—or rath-
er baptize themselves—in an unusual
way., They wade In the Jordan,
string themselves out in a line and, at
a glven command by a priest, all duck
their heads under the water. That Is
probably a compromise between im-
mersion and sprinkling.

Others go away confirmed In thelr
beliaf that Christ was immersed, while
still others go awhy equally confirm-
ed in their opinion that the water was
gsprinkled or poured on him. The Im-

tmersionist finds that the river Is deep

enough for him to go under and come
‘up stralghtway out of the mwater,”

while those who favor another mode

assert that it Is too mudy. If John

had not been immersing, argues the

fmmersionist, he would have baptizzed
fn Elisha's spring, near - Jericho,
where the water Is clear. The sprink-
ler retoris that John baptized large
numbers who were fishermen in the
Jordan and he sprinkled ‘or poured
where it was more convenient to his
converts. So “there your are."

A SHERLOCK HOLMES CONCLUS- !

ION.

Before leaving home a very ardent

sectarian placed me under promise to
examine carefully the place where
Philip baptized the eunuch and to let
him know Iif the pool was large and
deep onough for one to be Immersed
in. I have looked into the matter for
him and find that there are two places
claiming that honor. One iz on &
road leading from Jerusalem towards
Gaga and the pool is near the present
rallway track and iz blg enough to
fmmerse one In. The other I8 on the
road leading by way of Hebron, and

This 0ld ford is the traditional |
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THE WELL-KNOWN REMEDY FOR

sRHEUMATISM

" Lumbago, Sciatica, @Gout, Neuralgia,
Kidney Trouble and Kindred Diseases.

Doum . GATES, Hanoook. , writed: A little girl here had such n weak back
M-ﬁ Kidney mﬁlb?mnﬂuomm nok lﬂnd on her feet. The moment
floor she would soream with palns. I sreated ber with “5-DROPS"
as well and bappy sa can be. I presoribe’s-DROPS” for my patients

Brewton, Ga., Py ¢ been asufferer for s pumber of years with
{sm (n my 3'-&-':2:% lnhdneried all the remedies that I could gather
gonsulted with & number of the best physicisns, but found nothing
trom '5-DROPS." 1shall preseribe it in my practice for rheums-

uresand agon’y caused by Rheumatism will find quick

Jb b lzgoﬂm N:fd! that will almost laltﬂ!ll! relieve those
most dreaded of sll diseases. * externally,
aching parts and it will stop the pain in a very short time.

To oleanse

aold and other polsonous snd

oure DECOssary to the blood of urle
pus ¢ nuo‘muln o port?;u! healthy condition. When
ghis has been done you will be fres from afl rheumstio pains. Rheumatism is & blood
and this treatment 1s the rasionsl one for such an aflment.

GET A BOTTLE OF SWANSON’S "B-IIH(IPS" TODAY
are sutfering with Rheumatism,

it you Neuralgia, Kidney Trouble,
{a @rippe. Colds, Ooughs, Lumbago, Solatica, @out, Asthma,
Catarrh, Neuralgio

and today she

and use is in
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from medical works, and also

that gave the raliel obtained

tism and kindred pes. "

088 who are
relief by the uge of “8«
excruciating
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Rub thorou
Take internally.

sadache or other kindred diseasea.
“5.DROPS"’ Is entlrely free of oplum, cocalne, alcohol,
Iaudanum and other similar Ingredlonis.
A trial bottle will be mailed free of charge to every
reader of this paper upon request. Write today.

La Size Bottle (300 Doses) $1.00. For Sale by Druggists.
Ask Your Druggists for the “SWANSON PILL" a Cure for Constipatien. PRICE 25 OTS.
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SWANSON RHEUMATIC CURE 0., (Dept. 43), 160 Lake St., Chieage
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All the up-to-date features of buggy building, _ ' y ?
combined with our own conception of style, go ' i,
to-make White Star Buggies the “best L

“quality ’’ buggy on the market, The

(Luke 10:34).

JERICHO AND THE CITIES OF
THE PLAINS ALL GONE.

Is not large enough to immerse one |
in. And “there you are" again. If!
the eunuch was on the former road|
then he could have been immersed,

ing what a geodly land It is
‘and olimate are especially

R0 1
-'—@o the growth of oranges,

figs, grapes, wheat and corn.
o8 as plentiful as hickory-
In ;:: country. From Jaffa
.are annually exported wmany
loads. of the finekt' oranges In
orld. Over 6500 ships clear the
gvery year laden mainly = with
pranges and other products of
: t_plain, It 18  not
fiing that the martial Philistines
jit sa vallantly for their posses-
n. Sharon.
SECRET OF THE DOUGHTY
“PHILIISTINES, |

, doubt many Bible readers have
ped the fighting qualities of the
stings and wondersd how it was
they survived so many almost
jete 'annihilations. They seem
ive hac moro"uvu ‘}han a cat
pyin; 2 small territory, there
-'-han been many of them,
et It was  impossible to kil

pul or eonquer ‘them perma-
i, HRecent excavations and dis-

‘Bive thrown wmuch ‘new
on the Phllistines and show
they were either Egyptians or
_tributary to Egypt. And no
f it was from Egypt that new
its camé to take the places of
] ’;-' d by the Israelites. In
certal brick tablets with cunei-
m pRuters on them were found

pt. The brick tablets
@ out to be letters to the
jan kings from their tributary
bd  or ralers in Asfa. These
haye been translated into

gtgme of them weérs from,

copy of the translation

p me by a resident of Je-
omeé of the letters from
pitlen refer to the Hebrow

joni &nd eall for the return of.

which had besn
‘he appeals for soldlers
: response to these

.' .I came fresh recrults |

h the ranks of the Philis-
, were destroyed by Joshua
UCOeSsoTs. proof

in
. for museum in Jerusalem.
jsstim 18 not mentioned In the
ind probably not seen
¥ one in flve hundred

ars plled
Mo Attention paid ‘to

Jericho is situated fin the Jordan
plain, about one and a half milés
from the foot of the Jordan moun-
tains. The present town of that
name is merely & wretched village
of mud huts, with two or three fairly
good hotels, which are open during
the senson .of travel. ¢ Jericho of
the age of the prophets and the one
destroyed by Joshua was at the foot
of the mountains west of the present
village of that name. ‘Thefs are
really no remains of It. But lits site
is known by the spring Elish healed
by casting salt'in them. (II Kings
2:21), The water of the spring Is
good, and bountiful enough to run
a small mill, A large reservoir has
been constructed to collect the wa-
ters for purposes of irrigation. The
dericho of Herod the Great, which
Christ visited, stood at the foot of
the mountains just where the Je-
rusalem road enthred the Plain of
the Jordan. : There s nothing of it
left except stones scattered over the
ground. The old cities- of the plain,
one-and all; have beéen wiped out of
existence. Even the once magnificent
and fertile valley of the Jordan is a
sheer desolation. At one time Jericho
was a city of palm trees (Deut. 34:3),
adorned with balsam gardens and the
sycamore, The territory surround-
rounding the Jericho of the New
Testament was given by Antony to
Cleopatra, But she preferred mo Yy
to Jericho soll, 80 she sold it 'to
Herod the Great. That old  rascal
orécted -a winter - palace tn It and
thére died a miserable death. The
only thing that has remalned—and in
the same place—is the highway from
pJerusalem, On its side, somewhere
hear the foothlll, the duck-logged
Zacheus climbed that sycamore in
order to see Man from Galllee,

apostolle succens!
Bartimeus could be easily ng::;lhhod.

SEVERAL YEARS.

THE COTTON PLANT GROWS FOR |

but if on the latter he could not have
been. I am sorry that I can not tell

my friend which road Phillip and the |

eunuch were traveling. But, since the

Bible says the eunuch was traveling

in a chariot, I am inclined to think

that he must have been on some road

other than either of the above,
Jerusalem, Palestine,

SAHARA GROWING DRYER.

French Observer Says that the Oases
Are Binking and Will Disappear.
New York Sun.

C. ¥, Gautler, a French explorer,
Is authority for the statement that
the Sahara is continuously becoming
drier to such an extent that the oases
are perceptibly drylng up and wiil
disappear altogether in a relatively
gshort time. He quotes historical re-
cords and physlcal signs to show that
springs were at one time mucH more
plentiful than now, and that the ex-
tent of the patches where vegetation
flourishes were much greater even 50
to 100 years ago. ;

" As the climate of the region had un-
dergone no change in perhaps thou-
sands of years, he believes that the

disappearance of the water must be |

due to purely mechanleal causes, Hea
considers that it is due to'the contin.
ual advance of the great sand masses
to the north, thus forming an Imper-
meable barrier against the watershel
of the Atlas mountains. H
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material and construction is of the
very best; and every buggy
is fitted with “A" grade
wheels made of carefully select-
ted and thoroughly seasoned second
wth hiekcu%. For style, easy runni
:n%rgmbility. hite Star Buggies lead the
world. Every buﬁf"y has our copyrighted trade-
mar,

on seat riser.
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The South’s Largest and Oldest.

The Life Insurance Company of Virginia
HOME OFFICE - - RICHMOND

ORGANIZED 1871.
This company is over thirty.six years old and during its long ca-

reer has won the hearty eépproval and support of the people by
its promptness and falr dealing.

A Few Figures

Total payments to polieyholders over SEVEN A
MILLION DOLLARS, DA HALS

Assots over THREE MILLION DOLLARS.
Insurance In force aover FIFTY-FIVE MILIAON DOLLARS.

The Life Insurance Compary of Virginia makes Life Insurance
available where It was once beyond the reach of many. By its

rinm each member of the home circle can be & partner in mak-
ng up

A Safety Fund for the Family

The company {ssues all the most approved forms of Life Insur-
ance Contracts from $500.00 to §%6,000.00, N
Y, SEMI-ANNUALLY

WITH PREMIUMS PAYABLE QU
AND ANNUALLY. ~

The compahy Issues Industrial Policles from $8.00 to $800.00

. with premiums payabls ‘weekly on porsons from two to seventy

. years of age. . .
ALL CLAIMS PAID N7 JOUR HOURS AFTER
- ! : OF . OF D

. This Company's Great Growth Is Dug to . _ : ,
Cause One: : 'Iluun*gu.
Two: s oluto , Fldelity to fts Contraocts,
Its nm policles, affording Insurance
l,!g_ £ tha fi and to all : g
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Hampton Roads, =~

April 26th to November 30th, 190

‘'Special Low Rates From Ch
Round trip season tickets .. .. .. ..

Round trip 60-day tickets .. .. .. s |

Round trip 15-day tickets .. .. .. s,
Round trip coach excursion tickets

Coach exeursion rate sold day ;T_‘_m} $ 7%

| X}
X [, oa

and on each Tuesday thereafter, -
and endorsed ‘‘Not Good in Sle
Parlor Cars.” Other tioketw_
continue until close of exposition.
For rates from other points, &




