e m \g was spley and interest-
rom irt to finish. - Speeches
mads by Chairman T. C. Guth-
8d Messrs, Armistead Burwell,
Tompking, Rev, George
j A, McRae and Crawford D,
M. Not a speech there was
L did not quiver with life from

ing to end. There were no.

| truisn spoken, no appeals to
ﬁol., but every speech was the
| of & man who has thought and
fing what he thinks, The interest
audience (& reflected in the fact
t the close of the meeting it
percely diminished perceptibly
pef The Woodmand band dis-
A ingpiring music beforée the
i obened and during the inter~
DN -y,
END 'I'O EXERCISE RIGHTS.
“T. C; Guthrie opened the meet-
y expressing his pride at being
upon to preside over a meeting
interests of an organization
hoped to accomplish much for
ew clty, “It has come to pass,”
id, “that the men in Mecklen-
county dnd the men in Char-
who have the right to a say so
vernmental affairs, have got to
chance to exercise that right.
d this. movement as one of
nost -importgnt that has origi-
dn this city in the nine years
e been a pitizen of it. (Cheers).
ows that the people intend to
ise thelr right to participate In
rs, to name the candidates
O, to eonsider and study the
manfcipal situation and to vote
dingly. The Business Men's
pHoal League was formed to fur-
thod «and- & means by
opinions may be ex-
re). .
uselass to ery us down with
of negro, or llquor, because
iy thing of the past. We can-
halted with a ery of liquor
~uestion {8 not an igsue
bithe peaple in this campalgn.
jgople in  thelr wisdom have
that question. Again, the
on of the slection of subordinate
j8 ling. been Injected into this
1. T 1t was dekired that the
b should elect the subordinate
s, rhy wasn't there a law
| to that effect? Why not leave
aermen you eleet to perform the
ong with which you have legally
i _"tham ”
PGE BURWELL SPEAKS.

Burwell was the first speaker
e “T trist,” he ‘said, “that

zp_okan by me or by any of
fhers who ghall speak to-night
o .Aught to Interfere with the
the prosperity or the true
8 of the new city which s

'I'muatlun
e ar,

[

-

to-night s some-
I was Interested iIn
B lember of i{t:" o i
er o e committee
drafied the provisions and pre-
them to the board of alder-
4 gherefore declined the honor
g to you, thinking that I
do little good in this time,
I eonslder g crisis in the Iife
pelty.. ‘Later I felt it to be my
'- come here to speak In be-
__tht_e new city which I helped
e. 1 am here not to stir up
but to quell . I am here be-
s free people to advocate the
ercise of our judgment: to s
&y
e timé has * come when the
ijpeople should go to the polls
& for whom they think best
ifor the guarding and the ad-
it of the interests of the
eople. -
e prohibitionist now, though
ars Ago' I was a member of
all  band whose members
e & dispensdry. I am a prohis
[ to this extent: I belleve In
jd enforcement of every law
statute book, Rigld, at any
o fAr as-the arraignment of
puter for trial 1s concerned.
hg 48 } do the frallty of huy-
: b, I eannot advocate ’
g cate rigid
N1E ON "NOT AN ISSUR,

‘I do not think that prohibi-
jgen into this camipaign, In
place, I do not belleve thaf
d of the cltizens of Charlotte
ded can be induced to sign
* &1 election on the whis-
; ~during the next two
('he people have too much
We In  Charlotte have had
of sirite. Besides, I know as
that In no possible way. can
ption questionn come before
aldermen, : '
too, "has been made
na dﬁe ah; this B:tdli:
- D a ca :
his intention or his

o _yote for

. ! "‘“n‘* 9_1." ! o g

i
¢
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g
i

:ggg
85°8:5F
Teiisher

the right any though  th
be ministers of the Gospel who come
down out e ftheir pulpit, to suggest
that some men, whom this people
thave seen filt to nominate, will not
enfore the . prohibition law which
they must solemnly swear to enforce.
(Cheers) simply because they do not
approve of that law as a public pol-
fey. i,

icy. Do not misunderstand me. No
man goes before me in my respect for
men of that calling. My father was
one of them. But I do say that that is
a part of the tyranny which as a free
man I object to.”

MR. TOMPKINS SPEAKS,

No speech was better received than
the one which followed, by Mr. D. A
Tompkins, who was introduced as one
whom many had desired should be the
new city's first mayor, He said:

MR. TOMPKINS' ADDRESS,

“It has come t0' be & éerious ques-
tlon whether the municipal form of
government most in vogue in America
I8 an average good one. There are
political economists who think that It
I8 & very bad ope. There arée numers
ous cases where American citles have
gone into bankruptcy and have had
to give up altogether the ordinary
American form of muniecipal govern-
ment in order to get on their feet
again. Memphls once went broke,
and the first step towards reconstrue-
tion of the finances and government
of the cily was, 4 new and special
kind of government. The e¢ity of
Memphls was abolished and the tax-
Ing district of Bhelby county was re-
established In its place. The speclal
govarnment organized to handle the
taxing district of Shelby county made
& success of the work of reconstruct-

ting the fallen fortunes of the city did

its work so well that Memphis Is to-
day one of the leading cities In the
South., The city of Mobile also got
into tangles of finances and govern-
ment confusion which made If neces-
ssrxif()l‘ the people to abolish the elty
of Mobile and re-establish in its place
the Port of Moblle under a spaclal
form of government different from
the ordinary. Americin muniecipal
t?rm. Moblle'is to-day a prosperous
city,
“After the destruction of the city of
Galveston by flood, the munieipality
seamed hopelessly -bankrupt. The
people surrendered their city charter
an destablished a new form of gov-
ernment under five cofmmissloners,
One commissioner was put in charge
of each department, and the chair-
man of the board of commissioners,
corresponding with the mayor of the
city, supervised and correlated (he
work of all. There is no board of al-
dermen and none of the usual con-
comitants of an American municipal
government, excepting in so far as s
necesinry-to_attend to the city's busi-
Lness in a hqglngs_nﬂng. S WS Rk e
“GALVESTON 3 BXAPERIENCE,
“City government by —& special)
.commission has been phenomiinally
successful in Gaiveston. Galveston s
now in better shape than she ever was
under 4 mayor and a board of aldep~
men. The plan of u small commis-
slon, each member belng a working
manager of the department of a city
has produced results which have not
only been gratifying and succesaful In
Galveston, . but surprising to all the
people who know about it. The news-
papers tell that many other cities In
Texas and the Southwest generally,
have olther — adopted the Galveston
commission plan of handling & city in
a business way, or are considering
the adoption of the plan. We all know
that corruption and Incompeténce are
far more common in American citles
than In those of Europe. Europeans
are always amazed at the cost of con=
ducting thé government of American
municipalities. In Germany the bus-
Iness of running a city la a profeasion.
It requires a course of gpecial educa-
tion and training to qualify a man
even to begin the buginess of under-|
taking city government, just as in this|
gountry it requires a special course of |
education - and training to qualify a
man to begin the practice of law or
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The whole bo:rd - 3
co-operating for
city beeause of the
are led by spe
interests.

"I. concur with i Whnétu rxﬁﬁ%

reverance with which he spoke, about
the ministers of the city getting down.
into the politieal arena, Temporal
government iz not a funetlon of
Christs® ministry and Christian " civ-
llizatlon has advanced in propoertion
as rellgion and:government have been
separated and kept apart. The ter
Himself laid down the rule about
keeping separated the things that are
Christ's ‘and the things that are Cae-
sar's. If the concern of the ministers
{s prohibitlon and prohibition won't
live in the hands of good government
then it ought not to live. I hava no
concern but that under good govern-
ment prohibition will take care of
{teelf.. I am of opinion that all the
candidates put out by the' Business
Men's Municipal League ticket are
put forward for the municipal intgrest
and with special reference not only
to their  individual ecapacities and
honesty, and also with reference to
their independent situation in belng
free to worl for the city and nothing
but the city. Many of the opposing
candldates may be better men /Indl-
vidually, but the old arganization has
‘nof seemed to be co-operative one for
‘the eity's interest, and-the results of
having no pavements, no adequate
water-works, and other deficlencles,
would seem to justify the apprehen-
slon that the continuance of the old
board as a body would lead to further
confusion In the city's finances and
further deficiency In the Improve-
ment of the municipality as the popu-
lation grows.

4] want to repeat, that nothing I
say shall be construed to he a person-
al eriticiam against any of the gentle-
men of the old board or any others
who may be running in opposition to
the ticket of the Business Men's Mu-
nicipal League. Put on men who have
not got any other strings tied to them
other than the obligation to run the
city as a business proposition.”

A MINISTER HEARD FROM.

“I'm not a politiclan,"” =said Rev,
Georgé A. Page, the next speaker.
“T've never. been able to learn the
tricks of politiclans. T am only a
humble working man and I thank God
that I am. I have labared.among you
for the right, the best I knew how for
20 years, I stand here without a collar
around my neck or & string tied to me,
I labored to drive the saloons from
Charlotte and if the question was up
again T would work night and day to
keep them out. But I cannot concede
the right of any man or any set of
men to Impugn my motives in this
case. Yet I differ with those who think
ministers should confine themselvs to
things religious, If they are to be &n-
trusted with the morals of the com-
munity they should have the right to
fight evll, whether It be political or
moral, .

“I belfeve it Is time that a new set
"of men. took charge of the govern-
ment. Another thing I belleve Is that
office-hplders are the servants of the
people and not thelr masters. Go to
the water-works department and ask
the man in charge a question If vou
want to know whether he's your serv-

- ant-or -your -master—=You'll-find =you

don't amount to much. Did you ever
try 10 get hold of tha poll books when
you were on the other side? I have.”

Mr, Page' took a few falls out of
the 4C"s before he stopped. He rose
to inguire whether the company had
to pay anything for the use of the
streets. Nobody knew. He thought
not and expressed his opinion that the
company ought to have to pay some-
thing out of fts eacrnings every year
to pay far the malntenance of streets

MR, McRAE SPEAKS,

Mr. John A, *m spoke next. He

sald, among ér things: 5

the doctriné of the di.
kings held- almost uni-

But step by step the doc-
trine of reyresentative govern

g/ a priceless heritage, widn by
ries of conflict between the

of farth upon oné hand and the wen
ugbn the otheér. The right of surffrage
a one great plane upon which all
nd equal. With an incorruptible cit-

the practice of medicine.
young man when he feels himself
qualified, applies for the mayoralty
of a small town., If ha gets the place
and makes a suecoss of handling th

businesg of the town well, some larg

=r town makeés him an offer. This may

al man until he may b8 invited by th
cltv of Bérlin to ’lt’l' et um{mv:
and run the affairs of the efty. -
GOOD LEAD TO FOLLOW.
“The deficlency In_our American

There, a}®

go on in the case of any one individu- |

nship, the millionalre’'s ballot I8 not
oré potént thin the man's who earna
iz bread In the sweet of his face. Rep-
resentative ‘government is yet an exs
periment ‘and the degree of Its ulti-
mate succens depends upon the purity
of the ballot. It is a fact, as a rule,
that there is Jess systern and business
in government than In any other field
of endeavor. This condition {8 In a
mensure due 1o a perversion of the
ballot, The most patriotic citlzens but
men of scant means often refuse to

system lles largely in the facq t i
o population don't "t'
consfder the Importance ¢
business men to the position
city government, rather fhan :

: :,\o !

) men, or men who are g
»| upon some other qualification

business capacity to handle
mﬂ;ﬂ !.:w:cx d to th
otte to follow fhig

veston and abolish the

e
stend (G

- r

ng | Beeking competitors

offer themselves for office against self-
i with pockets stuf-
d with money to buy. the offices.
igain the wealthiest, ablest, most hon-
#t citizefis In the community are “de-
feated e tricks of political manip-

‘the level ot fts
cal officérs cannot

. Willlams, candidate
' League ticket for
y . im o Ward . 3, announced
jy & faw dAys ago that he would
give $500 for the conviction of any
8 wa in nt elect}onh and
that {f con t he was dlected
by bought votes he would resign the
office. Inspira every office secker and
every voter such high purposes
and the demagogue will be cast from
the temple of Democracy and good
government will ‘hove like a dove over
our people. i
“In religion and morals the progress
of the world 1s onward and upward.
So;let it be in poMtics. Let us climb
vear by year to higher political groundé
Lot Charlotte, the birth place ©
American  independence, be a place
where our best men seek and are
chosen to. office, Let them be men
broad enough to, enforce the law as
written whether it embodies or op-
poses their personal views,

ARRAIGNS ' FINANCIAL MAN-
AGEMENT

“Politics," declared Mr, Crawford
D. Bennett, “means or is supposed to
mean, pertaining to the State or the
people. ~ Of jate It has had a mors re-
stricted meaning, Tricks have been
resorted to to further special objects.
There should be no Immunity from
investigation into publi¢ financies.
was asked to talk on the future of the
city to-night, but I can’t get much of
a grasp on the future. I am going to
tell you some things I have dlscov-
ered about our finances: I find that
six years ago Charlotte, then an In-
corporated town, with a county court-
house, with graded schools, with a
city hall, with street carsy with pure
water, with policemen, with a récord-
er, and with & mayor, owed $400,-
000. I find that we are to-day, Six
years later, with no improvements on
our streets except some dirt that we
have to sprinkle water on In summer
to kesp from blowing away, with not
a gingle new bullding. Instead of the
good pure water, there hag been es-
tablished over on the west of town &

ency. Mr. C.-

i

ment, whch was set “2 bz: H

sale-of %‘ﬂ‘;ﬁ“

1| being made for the election of a

pro Eo
revolutionists after X
flight of President Bonills as the
sult of hls several engagements
the Nicaraguan forces, is to be
mandant of Anapala, - .
The conference between F
B o e
» OF on board a United Stat
ebl:::tuzhb? anchored at Amap
At a Honduran eral,
who was one of the candidltu‘e:t the
revolutionists for the presidency.
against Bonilla, is to be In command
at Amapala during the conference is
regarded here as at least a partial
recognition of the provisional govern-
ment set up after the rout of the
Honduran forces. If this proves to
bé true a settlement of the dispute, 1t
8 believed, will be casily accoms
plished at the coming conference,
When the Doyle dispatch wig sent
Amapala had not fully completed fts
gurrender. There wera Salvadorean |
troops ;n Amapala and In regard tn!
these it has been agreed that thevy |
should be permitted to embark fop |
La Unlon, Balvador, taking with them |
all officers, private property and side |
arms, The fact that there wers Sal- |
vadorean troops there makes it |m-
possible for Salvador to disguise |
further the fact that this country |
was an ally of Honduras and actually
at war with Nicaragua. It was said
further that arrangements are nowl
con-
stitutional President in Honduras, "

SHIPPERS' DESPATCH COMPANY, |

A New Organization Which Will Begin |
, Business May 1st.

Mr. W. G. Crutchfield, the agent of |
the Southern Railroad at Greensboro,
was in Charlotte yesterday. He has re-
slgned his present position, his resig-
nation to take effect May 1st, when he
will take the management of & new |
organization, the Cotton Goods Ship- |
pers’ Despatch, which will begin with |
that date. It is compesed of a large |
number of the manufacturers and|
shippers of the State and Its business
will be to trace and handle ocotton

miserable little water station not blg
enough to run the Highland Park Mill
Now 3. You get up in the morning

paper {s ‘Boil your water." It is 8 per
cent. full of bactéria, 4 per cent, ful
of hokus pocus and the balance 18
full of frogs - tadpoles and wrigglers!
And vet how much.do we owe now?
We owe the nice comfortable little
fortune of $600,000,in addition to the
$400,000 we thnen owed, when this
crowd went into office, And I say that
those [n charge have done one or two
things—they haye been Incompetent
or wonderfully careléss of other peo-
ple's money, What has been done
with all of it?
get when we ask for an Itemized
statement? The sum spent staggers
the human intellect. It iz $30 for

the limits were extended. o-day tne
per capita wealth of the eftire Unit-
ed Btates iz only $30!"
THE MATTER OF A BHARD.
‘“We are told,” continued Mr Ben-
nett, “by a gentleman who has re-
cently returned from & trip over the

attempting to butt In, and that we
had better tarry until we have sprout-

and the first thing you see in the|

‘What answer do we|

every man, woman and child, black |
and white, who was in the city before|

great ocean, that beardless boys are|
| Finger was burned.

gods shipments in and out and to look
after other traffic matter. A member
who may ‘have a clalm, may have a
delayed shipment on the road, or any
|Other  business pertaining f{o freight
| transportation may put it in the hands
of the manager, whose office will be
at Greensboro and who will co-operate
with the rallroads.

Mr. Crutchfield has been In  the
raflroad. business 22 years and has
first class qualifications for work of
this class, He has heen agent of the
Southern In turn at Sallsbury, Char-
lotte, Mobile, Ala, and Greensboro, and
his rallroad standing is of the best.
~ The Cotton Goods Shippers’ Des-
{ patch should be highly servicable to
|those who become interested in It.

A Card of Thanks.
To the city fire Department:

We desire to express to the members
of the city fire department and to any
others who may have helped, our sin-
cere appreciation and thanks for say-
Ing our home at 321 East Avenue
yesterday afternoon when the large
lumber vard of Messrs, Asbury &

MISSES HOLTON,

ed more_halr, before we, dare to take

which we are citizens. Bays this, too,
while the breezes of Britannla are yet |
blowing through his  whaiskers, If|
halr ls to be the judge of merit a2 hog
could put the best of us to shame,|
while for beard a billy goat would
bear off first prize every time. If age|
is the determining factor, Methuse-
lah ought to have been the gratest
man the world has ever seen, But If)
Methuselah had any other accomu-
lsament, besides that of growing old, |
I never heard of (L

PLEADS FOR A HIGH PLANE.

“T am not #o optimistic as those
who hope to see all factional strife
quelled. But the object of the league
as 1 see it is to place the marmge-
ment of the ¢ity on a hlgher planef
not to'let it be in the hands of a few
men who sit behind closed doors and
select the men who are to be the of-
ficers of the oity. But to leave the
miatter to the free cholde of the whole
people. I beligve that by this meth-
od & high class of candidates can be
brought out. We want no oracle In
our ¢ity; Let us cease our thinking
bv proxv and make our fight nst
the existence of any clique to dictate
to us In deflance of our Inallengble
rights."
At the close of Mr. Bennett's warm
speech Chalrman Guthrie made a -
n:; appeal for work In behalf of the
t and the ng closed. The
band burst forth ito us music and
the crowd flled out: with animated
faces. Had it not been for the fire
which distracted the attentlon of the
town the apdience wounld have been
even larger. ;

New Moving Picture Show.
The Edleonia, 2 new moving pleture
gshow, was opened yesterday In the
store room formerly occupied by the
Charlotte Furnishing & Decorating
Company. The Edisonia is the prop-
erty of Mr. J, F. Snyder, who former-
Iy lived In Charlotte, but who, for the
past five years, has resided in Birm-
ignam. Th:v nnﬂ?« t'r'o :l:c:&r fit-

as
15, s opening ARy,

a part In the government of the city of |

.""m several days

A Card to the Public,
To the publie:

In behalf of the members of the
fire department I desire to express te
those who so kindly assisted at the
fire yestrday afternoon our sincers ap-
preciation for valuable help rendered,
without which a much greater prop-
erty loss might have besn sustalned.

W. 8. ORR, Chlef.

- Apropos of the Fire,
To the Editor of The Obgerver:

The writer would MNke to know
why It {s that a private citizen or call
member of the fira department, had to
take charge .of keeping back the|
crowd at the fire yeaterday when we

I

1} |

are s to have a police depart- |
ment w{th an efficlent chief. i
A TAX PAYER, |

Commissioncr Yerkes Resigns, |
Washington, April - 13.—John W,/
Yerkes, commissionef or Internal revs |
enue, has resigned and his resignation |
has been accepted by the President. |
He leaves the service of the govern-

ment to enter the practice of law, His
guccessoyr has not been named. }

Snow at Nashville, Tenn,
Nashville, Tenn., ApHl 13 —Bnow |
has been falllng here for several |
hours. The thermometer registers at |
the freezing poimt. Advices from |
southern Kentucky and north Ala- |
bama indicate that early fruit has
been killed by the snow and cold.

Ohlo Fruit Crop Damaged.
Columbus, 0., Aprll 138.—Reports
from farmers In central Ohlo are that
the fruit crop has been badly damaged
by the cold weather of last night. To-
day it snowed and a freeze to-night e
predicted. _

Severe Frost at Wichits, Kan.

Wichita, Kan, April 13.—Small and |

..Jarge fruit ':::l mt:c:; in Ka?:l;
were nigh 4
_mﬂmm_m hehx_".-_. et

Mrs, W. H. Howse, of New York, |

Ve

] per cent. from 1805,
ai " The ratio of the Soclety’s
] 192 per cent. in 1904 and 17.88 per cent. in 1

1 poticies $17,989,185.7¢.

005 ¢

20 14848 per cent. in 1006, a saving of 254 per oo

16.7 per cent. better than 1905,

‘total expenses to its tols

st

<]

The Soclety loaned during 1908 to its polley-holdess
The loans made on Real

L

_, amounted to $14,342,412.50. On Bonds in which the Soel

legally invest it Joaned $13,350.000, the market value of
being at all times 20 per cent. in excess of the loans
. The*income of the Society from Jts interesy and

$1,009,373.39 greater in 1906 than in 1905. The averay
interest ylelded by the Soclety's investments which &

8.90 per cent. In 1904, was 1.03 per cent. in 1905 und 4
in 1908, This Increase In income from Investments has

f

complished without the sacrifice of a single polnt of safe

THE EQUITABLE SOCIETY HAS NEVER, SIN

2l

ISTENCE, BEEN IN BEITER FINANCIAL CONDITIN
AT THE PRESENT TIME. ITS ASSETS WERE )
SECURELY INVESTED. With a surplus, inciuding s
awaiting apportionment upon deferred dividend poliel

720,332.74, policy-holders and prospective

patrons of

can be absolutely assured of its impregnable financial

make every comtract good.

Messrs, Hiaskins & Sells, Certificd Public Accountant

fied the Soclety's statement of receipts and dish

year 1906 and have certified the financial condition of :
az of December 81, 1906, A copy of thelr report

upon request to Eny one Interested,

The Boclety Is complying squarely with the spirit
of the néw Insurance laws of the State of New York,

the insuring public the new standard policles prescribed |
laws, safeguarded by unguestioned security and b ]

termination on the part of itz Directors and Officers to

e

[

the Equitable Life Assurance Society that it will continu
mend Itself to present policy-holders and command the p

insurancg buyers.

\

PAUL MORTOX,

Information concerning the New York State

gladly furnished on application,

W. J. RODDEY, Masi

BUCkeye & Blanad J

We have a large stock of these Cultivators

iaale g

wholesale trade will make some very lo‘:

Write us and we will make it interesting tof

Special prices for quick sales. We mean to

it out.

20 E. Trade Btreet.

WEDDINGTON HARDWARE

WEEDERS—We have also a large stock'ofﬁ‘.;

‘We-are-selling-“‘Odorless”-Refrigerators rapidlj
are the best refrigerators and the people an .
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in the city | @

The American Mach
Manufacturing

SUCCESSORS TO THE MACHINERY AND
" *OF THE BUSINESS OF THE D, A

ML U

All the machine building and eontra

pair work heretofore done by the D. At

Co. will be continued by the new  compa

takes this over.

The new company takes over the I

and real estate and the shops ‘
larged. Additional capital “will be pi
business and it is expeeted to

the facilities of the
We solicit orders for the
facture and for repairs.

The American
- Manufactu

usiness,
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