Chad been salling through ether

the prize for +¢helr

and enormous size!  No, 1 see

in hundreds on both sides as

the track and 1 am aguin

t t I am in Holland and

the famous Holsteln cattle,

Mre comes & boat Tight

a feld, seeming to slide along

ouﬂd {tself. No, I am - in

mwm I seo a8 d draw near

is one of the thousands of

hat {ntersect the whole coun-

form the pathways of the

fled with water to their very

d furnishing such ¢ wonder-

asy method of transportation.

were some of the aights that

ypon us as we gol our first

the home of the real Duteh,

to have left the hill country

as the surface of the earth

ar a floor as far as the eye

h. 1 guess the raliroads of

“this countiry cost about as litfle as

" anywhere in the world, for they re-

- guire no grading, no tunneling. The

houses are nearly all of brick and|

present an exceedingly oeat appear-

ance. Cattle ralsing ls the chief in-

dustry and it would delight the hearts!

of the Mecklenburg farmers if ‘they

fould look at one of these scores of

mstures on the rondside, covered with

ma grass and filled with cows, all of

the same color and breed, the least

of which would attract attentlon and

win gdmiration at home, The fénces

gre made of water and the gates are

itle bridges over which the woattle

("% are let out or into the pasture. They

a great deal of attention to the

& ﬁ:um of the grass, for 1. motiead

gom prattering manure over it In

fmany places as thickly as we put It

on our little two-by-four front yards

in Charlotte.

CITY OF AMSTERDAM.

Amsterdam iz a place of much Im-
portance and exzeedingly attractive to
& stranger on account of the strange
things he sees in and around the city.
The peopls themselves are here as
everywhere the first objects of Inter-
ast, and 1 was truly delighted to see
on the streets so many men and wo-
men who looked real “Dutchy.” the
fdentical kind you lsugh at in the ple-
ture books. The men have that|
monkey-like face wrth side whiskers
or chin whiskers and rarely ever have|
any upper teeth. The women wear
that pecullar mead-dress consisting of |
& bright metal band which goes|
around the back of the head and
ends just behind the eyes, where thero
is attached some bright-colored metal
ornament and thia band is fitted over)
& queer shaped white lace cap sur-
mounted by an odd-rooking black cap

We first visited the house whera|
Rembrandt, the great puinter, onuvel
lived and then we saw the Walling|
Tower, where in oid times the vmrm-n|
wgnt to weep when their husbandy
and lovers put out to sea, each of
the latter no doubt having stored
away in his vessel many jugs of beer|
and kicking up his heels at the
thought of the high old time he
would have when he got out of sight
of land. We visited the dlamaond cut-
ters and had them explaln to us ‘n“l
fhoy take the stone aw il comes from|
the mine in South Afrlca uad pollsh
$t unti it 1 ready to adorn my lady's |
throat or finger 2

THE STATE CHUROL |

I wentl lnlo Doeme, the ‘'iite
chureh, whe:e the queen ook  the
outh of ofice They call it now Lhe
uNew Church,” bul they tedl you that
it wua begun In 1408 and finlshed In
1414.0 The wotrast  between thiv|
house of worsalp of the Dulch Fe-|
formed und the gorgeous Uathedril -vf|
the Romen Catholles is startling. Fere|
were cold stone Noors, rough and)
poorly jointed. Walls wore while
washed and windows (Hled with plain
golored glass.  There wus the high
pulplt sbout ten feet above Lhe con-
gregation sovered by & canopy-like
top. Here were all sorts of e sod-off
" plizes for the different classes of peo-

ple to sit—for class distinctions seem

1o pe rigldly abmerve 1 n :.\nlhumnd—|
ing their great simplicity, 1 suppose
& man would feel out of place at|
preaching here unless he had on a
hlack coal and a high standing collar |

And what a queer language they
favel-—a sort of mixture of the Ger-|
man and English and & eprinkling of
the old Norse tongde. For Inatance,
on the door of the rallroad car they
ipost a notlee, *'Do not open until the
train siops,” which is In thelr words,
et openen voor trien mtilstant.'” |
How droll! Then they will throw In
‘8 Norweglan 1 In w most ludicrous

way. Instead of being watiafled 10}

eall &' sllveremith “Zilveramid” they|

eall him a “Zilversmideri)” A bright
young lady seys they put these J's in

in make jays of us English and I

guess you will think she Iy right If
Lyeu try to pronounce one,
IBLAND OF MARKEN

Put the moat interesting part aof
our stay In Amsterdam was our visl
t0 the Island of Marken in the Zuy-
der Zes, We started in one of those
canal bouts end had vo duck our
heads cvery few minutea to keep from
belng wiped off by the low bridges at
the intarzection of the streets

to the Is-

late
LT {4
and o

Cparried us across the ses
Jand. If you an ‘magine the
Grat Pprings wearing  very
bloomers tied al the lnes
feunty tight-fitling Jacket, you will
get some [dex of the eomical ap-
PeRrance of our skipper for he was
tal] and lank. When we pulled up at
the 10land lteelf, 1 felit as though I
: and
" had landed om the moon, for surely
nothing 1lke these peopls can bhe sean
1 where on this globe, I suppope
' there are about 500 inhabitants |n
the vilages. ‘They have no  mirests,
bt wing in and out through narrow
out paths, The chidren swarmed
4, ai1 wearing wooden shoes
qmn eostumes. Most il of the
thesa wooden shoes,

mer carried  inside the

are Kicked off just as they

door. Many of the houses

a hundred years 01d and have

M ot the comforts of life

Mmm
ou ltwu_n GROVES'

fact that owing to the constant in-|

A 1 wish|
L) yoy cowld have seen the skipper that

ﬂ,g

flux of strangers and  the frequent
pifts of many, thess natlves have bhe-
ocome beggars and allow their ohll-
dren 1o beg. BEvery house I8 open Lo
the (nspection of the public, but you
are expected to drop into an  apen
outstretched hand a few pennles be-
fore you retire, 1Tt ls wonderful how
they have pressrved their pristine
manners of life, and some are w0
cruel as to say that the whole island
is owned by a New England Yanked,
who pays thess people 4o live In thia
way and makes of It a source of reve-
nue, but this is one Yankee story 1
do not believe,
TRIP TO THE HAGUR,

The trip from A endam  to The
Hague was full of interest—giving us
another opportunity to see the coun-
try life of the Dutch to great ad-|
vantage—windmiils, ecanals, cattle,
dog wvarts and all, At one place on
the journey I noticed that there were
four highways running parallel for a!
1ong distance, all used to the Test)
advantage, viz, railroad track, trolley|
tine, macadamized road and canalf
Holland is the paradise of blcyclists|
and the publiec highways Hierally;
swarm with them, the ladies rlding
a8 much as they did in Chanloite ten
years ago.

Amsterdam {fa-the capital of the
Notherlands, but The Hague is the
centre of Its official life, ax the queen|
muakes her regular home here. We!
could tell that we were In an atmos-|
phere of court Mife'us soon as wo left
the traln, Here we saw ‘the “ltonlest” |
people we had met—men with silk|
hats and “{im swingers'" and ladies|
in fine carringes looking &% though
they wera just returning from a call
on one of the ladies-In-walling.

The peace conference 4s In ses=lon|
hera mow, but unfortunately was no
sliting durlng the time we remained. |
We saw the hullding in which It s
held, and also the palace vallad the
‘Honss in the Woods” and went into
tha room In it where the first peace
oonference was held. The fags of all
nations are flying, &and our {aces
flushed with pride as we walked un-

|der the Stars and Stripes and realized | ). " wait

that 'our own country s represented
by that great lawyer, Joséph H. Chonte,
who mever casts disoredit on any
cause he espouses. i
OLD DUTCH CHURCH. |
Sunday morming weé went to the
old Dutch churegh and found
d.mlh #L servies you can imagine,
| excendingly  Impreasive withal It
had a plainness and freedom from|
ritual nbout It that would have dona|
good to the heart of a4 Heceder o I
fifty years sgo. There were ugly une|
| earpeted plank floora in the alwles|
and great boxed-up pews elevatad tw
feet above the floor. As we \\1]]-{ l|
In wa saw two pleasunt-looking old
ladles standing in the alsles, who 1
at firet supposed wers unable to get|
senls, but whoat was my astonlshment!
when one of themn took charge of us
and showad us Into a4 pew and [ then
realized that they were women ush-
ers. They had no wholr in  the|
church, but g dblg organ led them in
wihat was tpuly congregational sing-
Ing—every #ong being a paahm sung
(in a plaintive walling, hark-from-tha-
tomba alr. 1 notliesd g Aevout wor-
shiper come In while the minlster
was reading a selection from  tho!
Bible and he first stood with bowed

the
but i
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fashion, he was exh

during the collection in dl'dll' to stim-|

ulate Pberality, but 1 soon reallzed
that this was merely the second, and,
us jt proved, the iong divislon of his

sarmon, which went on. for nearly|

30 minutes more, During all this
time, the old elder was “ralsing” the
colléction,
hind him a young man also i full
evening dress, wearing bluck gloves,
and he glso was taking up a collec-
tion, following right after the ‘slder.
My! two collectiond at one . service:
they must be Methodiste after alll
Bverybody was prepared for i though
and "““hipped in" on both rounds ex-
cept myself, who ‘was taken unawares
the second time. One of the lady
ushers sesing, I suppose, that 1 had
contributed but onee brought a box
to me =t tihe and of the service and 1
restored myself to good standing in
the Dutch church by dropping some-
thing in. 1 woticed one gld deacon-
looking fellow gltting boit upright
with his tall heaver hat on, appar-
| ently chewing tobaosn vigorotsly dur-
Ing the entire service. Alogether 1t
was the most unique religious service

| I ever attended.

INSTRUMENTS OF TORTURE.

I also went In one hour’s thme lt-
erally from ‘the prison to the palace.
in the old prison & found many in-
| teresting vellcs of the days of the

i bloody Duke of Alva—all the instru-

ments of torture that the croelty of
man could devise, from the thumb-
stretching machine wused to extort
confessions in the days of the 8pln-
ish {nquisition to the guillotine, whla.‘h
have the fmprint of the axe on the|
| wooden block where the heads were|
leeverad from the bodies. The guide
showed us the room wwhere the vie-
tims were starved to death which by
the Ingenuity of the dévil himself was
placed so near the kitchen that the
odor of the savory viands could Rill
the nostrils and torture the soul of
the grarving mman. There was one
dungeon with a reddish ploture on
which they told us had
heen painted by a prisoner with his
own bloed,

I was glad to hurry away from this
place to the palace of Queen Wilhelm-
Ina. Here agaln Dutch stmpliclty was
g0 mich In evidence as to make even
an American smile,

Presently, there came be-|.

for instead of ap-l

t much of & diwppoh:t'

tech people, to say noth-

what the Queen, thinks on

\  We were shown many

bridal presents, gifts from the
heads, T wish my wifs could

have geen Lthem, as she loves so dearly
to look at bridal presents. Wa passed
an old hand orkan In & hallway »n
some asked what it was, “Oh” sal
the keeper, “fhat was a gift to the
Queen from Wer father when she was
a lttle girl.*™ ' 1t seems that on her
6th birthday. the late King sald to
her, “Daughter, what shall T give
ryou?" To which she replied, “Father,

I'd lke above all things to have 'a
hand organ guch as I sée them play
in the street;” and there It standa now
a witness of the touch of nature which

1g found gven th a litfle Princess.

A DOLL-BABY LOCOMOTIVE.

T would like for my wmood friend
and nelghbor, Engineer Misenheimer,
to have seen the little engine that
pulled us down to the seaside recort,
Schevenevengen, (I hope I'va got
enough &'s and n's In that word).
The little eng‘lne = dnll bnby affair
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