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WHAT A BUSINESS MAN THINKS.

“A promipent business man" of
Concord believes that If the Legisla-
. ture would repeal the passenger rate
law the people would applaud it. 8o
far asz he could see there was no sen-

timent in favor of rate reduction;
~what the people wanted and the coun-
try needed was development of the
roads so ag to enable them to handle
the growing business of the State. He
recalls the fact that the Southern ls
taking off every train it can and has
stopped double-tracking and all other
fmprovements. But what we want lo
know Is what this buslness man or any
other business man has got to do with
it. He may be an undesirable cltizen
or & malefactor of great wealth for all
we know. Wa reformers of railroads
would llke to have it understood that
we are not running this thing to meet
the vlews of such as he. He ex-
prosses the apprehension that In an-
other year the Southern will be In the
hands of a receiver. Man alive! Don't
you understand that that is exactly
waat some of us want to see happen?

In al] gravity—and this last question
i asked gravely—it is very unfortu-
naté for the Stale that the gentiments
of the business men are so lttle heed-
ed. It ls frequently pointed out that
anly 18 por cemt. of the people of
Korth Carolina live In the towns, It is
gomehow figured that the Interests of
these and of the 82 per cent. who live
in the country anre antagonistic and

thought will please the latter, but there
Was never a greater mistake than tao
suppose that the country people are
in sympathy with the war on the rail-
_roads; they have as much sense as
any other class and are as regardful
#s any of North Carollna's wellfare,
They have no stock in this anti-rall-
road agitation and if they would speak
gut and make thelr opinlons known it
would stop.

THE CONSTITUTION AND THE SU.
PREME coUnr,

Justice Harlan, of the Supreme
Court of the Unlted States, the oldest
member of that distinguished body In
point of service If not In years, deliver-
¢d a notable address hefors the l("n-|
tucky Bocolety of New York Mundayl
night; and The New York Globe, sam- |
marizing it says: |

“It 1s well with the constitution, It 1s
well with the Supreme Court- such v.\nn|
the redssuring message delivered by
John M. Harlun, one of the natlon' ,-l
Grand Ol Men, to hi% follow icen-|
fuckians last night The lmmortal in-
strument In not In any imninent danger,
por has Lhe Lribunal set up to guard it
bepomie atrophled or nerveless, The con-
stitation ls ws It was, and the Supreme
Court will contlnue to interprot |t, not |
fccording to any vew-fangled rules, hut
according™ 14 the sessoned judictal prin-
olples that have been followed mince the
cotrt was orgaidaed. In tiie future as 1u|
the past nelther the exireme siriet 1":'.|-|
structionist doctrinaire nor ths extrems |

broad constructionist dbetrinsire s 1o ba

wholly satiefled. ‘This Is the mubstance
of the message of Justice Hurlan, He
knows, Thirty years' experlence on the |
Supreme Court bench frelghte his words
with meaning.”

'!t might be further sall that the
w.ion of Judgéd Harlun's nddress was
the delegated and reserved rigats of
ﬂu Biates, upon which point he sald:
“The fact is not as the pessimist ‘al-

ap it to be. The American pu-.pip’“'u and

more determined than at any time

£ ‘r’ lﬁ}llﬂr history to maintain both na~

: m and Btate rights, a= those rights
exist under the Unlon ordalned by the
: m
m Harlan is & great man and
he speaks with suthority—speaks for
lﬂw Court. If anything were
to add to puhblic confidence in
M tribinal of which he is o
A& member, hils words on

’m . Bkinner, of Elizabeth
dod Supday In a sanitarium in
Whith he had been con.
.1"- year. He Bbad bdeen a
of the Logislsture and  was
terms the leﬁrmtulm

been exempl.

| nt i
II .-'. ni..;,'. .

bcanse until lluptmhr 11, l”'l. the

differences at which the grades, in
[thelr relation to middiing, could be

dellvéred on the New York contract,
owing to the revision rulings of your
predecessors, were so far away from
market or commercial differences as
to have brought about in February
last a discount on March contracts of
198 points below middling, which, with
other objectionable features, made our
exchange so extremely vulnerable to
atiacks and criticiams as to have very
greatly lessened the volume of busie
neas done thers, and incidentally low
ering by moras than one-half the mar-
ket value of the memberships from
what that ‘value had ©been dnly
twelve months befors, or 310.500.
against $28,500." 1In short, tHe New
York exchange's extreme emphasis
upon pure speculation to, the Injury
of legitimate business finally so re-
acted upon the exchange that the re-
cent reforma became necessary As &
matter of self-praservation. Having
found those reforms highly beneficial
as Tar as they go, however lliitle the
mere gamblers might like them, what
appears to ba a-majority of members
I8 now advoocating their further ex-
tenslon. The exchange has thus had
the error of its former practices im-
pressed upon it very strongly. It s in
a falr way to rehabilitate Itself with
the South and the cotton world at
large, and there should be a general
disposition to encourage all proper
steps In this direction

It is the glory of our American sys-
tem that the opportunities for men to
rise in life are limited practically by
thelr capabllities only. Mr. A. Ram-
geur, as hag been previously stated, has
been relleved of the superintendency
of the Hallsbury-Asheville division of
the Western North Carolina Rallroad
and s succeeded by Mr, R. [E. Slmp-
gon. The Morganton Herald says the
latter was born and reared at Glen
Alpine, Burke county, and began work
on the rallroad twenty-flve years ago
as & sectlon hand. It j= tne merit of
the raliroad business that men advance
in it on their capacity and worth
alome, It ls one line of actlvity in
which favoritism cuts no figure but in
which merit counts for everything.*

The writer has recelved during the
holdays few things that he values
more than a card, sent by & friend In
another town, bearing this sentiment
by Dr. Van Dyke:

“I am thinking of you to-day, because
it ia Christmas, and I wish you happi-
nesa, And to-morrow, because it wil %0
tha day after Christmas, 1 shall still
wish you happiness; and o0 on clear
through the year, 1 may not be able to
tell you about It every day; becnause I
may be far away; or because both of
us may be wery busy; or perhaps be-
cause | cnonot even afford to pay the
{\t-NuRu on so many letters, or find the
fmes to write them. But that makey no
difference; the thought and the wish will
be here just Lthe smne. Vyhatever joy or
snoecess comas Lo you will maks me glad.
Without pretense, and in pialn words,

ood will to you I8 what I mean, In the
Hpirit of Christmas '

Isn't that fine?

Thus the Neww York Sun:

“Our present national banking system
has served Ita porpose well, even mar-
velously well, Its merits have been tested
agaln and again. The losses which hawve
muurtd upnder it Lave been insignifi-
cant.'

To which The Wall 8treet Journal

replies:

“With the rxception that our present
banking system has served and continues
ity merve I8 purpose worse Lhan any other
great banking system In the world, while
It bhas lroken down every time it has
teen seriously testad, with ' incaloulabla
loxs to commerce and damage to oredit,
The Sun's statement s  substantially
correct,”

No need for us to say anything,

Thore I8 no place which has not
been mora or less pinched h the
panie. Charlotte has perhaps :‘red
as little as any of them, yet It has not
Nevertheleas there |Is
leoncurrence of testimony by the busil-
| ness men of the clity that the holiduy
|1mdn was never go good and some
textify thut thelr cash trade was never
.nn large. Ilow to reconcile the 'panle
attendant tightness of
money with the volume of the Christ-
mas huslness we do not know but It Is
Just that way.

1t deems to be getiing about as dan«
gorous to chase blockaders In North
Carolina as It Is to hunt wild animals
in Indla, Following the murder of
Revenues Officer Hendricks In Stokes
county last week, comes the story of
two officers having beon ambushed ang
fired upon on the Iredell and Yadkin
ling last Baturday, fortunately without
injury to either. The moonshiners ars
not only a pestiférous but a dangerous
class and those in this State ssem 1o
be inoreasing their defiance and ag-
greasiveness,

The Catawba County News, rofer-
| ¥ing to & recent editorial in The Ob.
server which criticised an antiele th

| maye thist what it had intended to

‘wre never all read by anybody,”
Wwas “niot referring to the

its or demenits of The

The News whioh had erithcised it |

on—always on; if we must leave

place or time to which something In
us clings, we must also arrive at some
place a little higher, somewhat far-

“there.” We leavée the one with sor-
row; we look to the other with joy.
But when will we arrive, and whera?
1f yon ask this question, withdraw
somewhat from the nolse and dust of
things: let the sound of earth's striv-
Ings come to you ag from far away;
listen Intently to the footsteps of man-
kind through all the centuries; be very
still with the face of your soul turned
upward, You may hear the answer.

But we are about to forget the
child’s guestion. How long is & long
time? It lg very short. This will be
a riddla to the child; but the years
will explain all too soon.

———————

“l hope you have had ‘& merry
Christmas, madam."”

“Very happy, thank you. We have
spent most of the Jay reading Mr. Mc-
Nelll' ‘Lyrics From Cotlon I.n,d' It
has given us much pleasure.”

The woman had come into the of-
fice to have an announcemeént of some
meeting published; and the man was
writing at the place where the autaor
of the verses she had been reading of-
ten sat to work.

Those who wurk here have often
seen McNeill laboriously writing out
on his machine some of the wonderful
fancies that thronged his brain. They
knew of his work and Iita fearful cost;
for although It was a joy to him to
sing out his soul to the world, he
knew the pains of birth for these chll-
dren of his goul. And we may be par-
doned for wondering how muca It
would have meant to him to hear wita
prophetic ears the words of the cultur-
¢d woman: “We have apent tha day in
the pleasure of reading Mr, MicNelll's
poems,” It no doubt would have giv-
en wings to the soul of the man who
wrote the words:

“Wingless we move so slowly.'

But perhaps he heard these words
to-day. Let us hope #0; for no greal-
er joy could come toshlm, He quoted
to the writer once these words of Rob-
ert Louls Btevenson:

“Dark brown is the river

Golden I8 the sand.

It fiows along forever

With trees on either hand,
Green leaves afloating,

Castles of thlf foam

Boats of mine aboating—
Ah when shall all come homa

“On goen the river

And out past the mill
Away down the valley

Away down the hill
Away down the river

A hundred miles or more
Other little children

Wil bring my boats ashore”

To be ableé to do some permanent
good In the earth! To sing some song
that will ring through all after years!
To paint some picture whose colors
will never fade! To give birth to Im-
mortal children of the mind! To live,
to live! Oh God, we * * * D.

'I'HF ETI"VT OF THE SEASON,

Prodnﬁlon of Pnodnl s ‘Madam Bui-
terfly” letm-—Uomm Arrives
by Special Traln Early in Morn-
ing—Only a Few Seats Unsold.

The performance to-night at ‘he
Academy of Musle of the Puccinl
opera “Madam Butterfly” will be the
most notable event of the theatrical
sepson in Charlotte. From near and
far the peopla are streaming into the
town to avall themselves of the op-
portunity to see this great tragic op-
erd produced hers by the Henry Bav-
vage Grand Operan Company. It s
quite a noteworthy fact that Char-
lotte is the only town in the 8tat: of
North Carolina which Is belng hon-
ore] by a performance of il masier-
production, a fact which Is quite a
compliment to the music lovers and
theatre-goers and shows that the
Queen City is thought a town of soma
musical consequence after all. The
gpecial train that carries the "Madam
Butterfly” company arrives sere this
morning, Miss Phoebe Strakoscl, who
will create the title role to-night, hay-
ing traveled ahead, reaciing the oity
at g late hour last night The pro-

a magnjfivent one, as the lealdlag
parts will be sung by those artlsts
who made the greatest hit In Now
York. ©Only s hundred or 56 gholoe
peats dre left over and it is sdfe to
prodict that lhc houn will be sold
out to-night. nﬂlrllllll ol
the Academy lnnom

that have been reserved for to=night
will not be hell longer (han 4 o'clonk
this afternoon.

Mr, Gedrge Wingats, smauht
this oity, wis married “last nigat at|

ductlon to-night will indubiably be|is

ther on the way to the mysterions oy

pass,’ says Browning. Things
formless and solely idealistic, tend as
much to make a man great in his
estimation, as those things really ac-
complished, ‘Fancles that broke
through langusge and escaped' are as
supremely great in his judgment as
the reporded words of genius in fiem
tion or philosophy, ‘All men ignored
in me’ {0 him was as noteworthy as
all the praise and admiration he re
celved from the constituency of his
pen, and that is not leas than a mar-
velous creed, for of all men Brown-
ing was one who impressed updn his
generation and succeeding generations
the reality of his gendua. I lke to
belleve like that, io Xnow that there

are Raphaels and Brownings and Na- ugm

poleons and unnamed geniuses from
all ranks, whose ldeals are as great,
whose instincts are as meritorious,
and whose souls are as responsive to
the things that give dignity and
deeer meaning to life as any of those
who have gone before, carrying thalr
purposes into execution.”

“It's all right to observe Christ-
mas,” sald & prominent citizen yes~
terday, “but the jvay it's done here s
@ shame and a disgrace. The plea
has been that the small boy had to
hdve some channel tnrougn which
to exude his Christmas good cheer,
but I have looked about and have
come to the cpncluston that It s not
the little Iellop at all who Is making
all this nolse." Grown men and wo-
men, and particularly big,
lagy, loafing, vagrant negroes are re-
sponstble for the Jreatest \?‘zlume of
all this terrible’ thunder that Is ring-
ing in my ears. And that i not the
worst part about {t. 'Oneé can see that
those who have the pop-sticks and
dynamite caps. get little out of - the
dissipation wunless they ean scare
somebody half fo death. They']l strilca
a vap right at your feet, and follow
you all over town If they discover you
own a pervous temperamant. Ladles,
too, have been made to suffer indignl- {00

ties at the hands of this crowd of |§ O

folks carrying the sticks, The cele-
‘bration is all right In theory, but it is
carried to extremes here. It ought to
have some restrictions placed upon
. A man ought to be atlowed legally
to knock a rascal down wno hnume&
his footsteps all over town with one
of those sticks."

———

“It's a plty  people don’t exercise
common sense in buylng Christmas
presents,” sald g fellow yesterday un-
der whose observation had come a
case Illustrative of his fext. "I know
of a little girl In town whose nesrest
relativeg live In distant citles, her
parents being deéad. One uncle from
Philadelphia #ent her a train of cars;
another from BaHimore sent the same
thing; anotheér from Atlanta sent the
same thing, The child got three
trains of cars, two toy automobiles
and several trinkets of this kind, and
the real necessities of the child were
forgotten. This ls merely w case I
have under my aobservation now. It's
always true, though, that péople use
but 1ittle common sense In purchasing
Christmas presents for chikiren. One
or two little toys of amall value are in
keeping with- the odeasion, but the
great gifts should be of some vnlue."

Hole in Stocking Good Evidence,
New York World.

A palr of open-work ‘black silk
stockings, with a darned spot where
& gurtar had cut a hole, figured in
special Beasslons yesterday, Minonie
Beasley, colored, wag-on trial charged
with stealing linens, stockings and a
shirtwaist Mre, ([Ethel Hume
Taxia, of 607
Thirty-seventh street.

“TI show you a palr of lady's stock-
ings," sald Asslistant District Attorney
MeNish, holding & peir of Jady's host
in front of the withess chair, The
Justices leaned over the bench to got
& befter view.

“They are mine,"” sald Mrs, Tax-

interrupted

“Judge, they're mine*
Minnie. ;

“Madame, how can you prove thess
stockings your property 1 utu Ilr.
lc.!';:h is adarn! ki I m

“There arning mar
tihve hole uu-t" sald Mrs., Taxis

“‘How tear take Mt"
asked Mr,

“Objected!” shonted Lawyer Howe

“Sustainsd!” sald the Justices !

It was cnhhld (on the me. of
CONrse- s

lllnnlo was mvhhd.

n the ammmm toase

'S

burly, |

est One Hundred and Oates.

To Be World's Biggest Hatel.
Chicago Dispatoh, 24th. %

The permit for the new Lasalle
Hotel to be erected at Lasalle and
strects was taken out yes-
terday. With the furnishings, the
hotel will represent an. investment of
approximately u.soo ,000, and  with
the 1and, which was leased on the
basls of a value :l 500,000, the
total will run up to $6,000000. The
buflding will be 32 storles high, with
two basements, and, it s sald; will
be the largest hotel bulld in the
world. It will centain 1,17 rooml.

PEOPLE'S COLUMN

All advertisements

columm at rate of *ten cents
of six words. No rd. taken
than 20 cents, Cash in advance,

WANT £D.

WANTED-Position as colleotor by

perienced  young mau,

the machinery (m otherwise
musle line preferred. !Iut references
. r::lltr and reliability, “‘&," care

WANTED-A

printer;

that win bring you. Den'
mem with  incompetent nun

e.‘lpe
Pee Dee Advooante,

or
boazer. LA

WANTED — A registered pharmacist,

Etats salary wanted to in; new small
business. Could use a lady.' “FPharma-
cist,” ocare Observer. .

wéAN;r!m— rter for

ood pay. elg

the State to thoroughly learn
per busin=ss, Posltion for repo open
anua m. Only inttm in writ-
ing wi consi -M G. B.
Cnt.ar Tho Times, Md;h, A .

WAN'!'!:D-FN- U. 8 Armmy. able-bodl

%, citiwens of United Seatem, of good

character and mpem. hnhltl. who ean
read lulllh. lln
Oﬂm‘h
i
¥

C “Rludﬂl
sworth
8 Ci

.

wAnted now tor
to qcrl.ﬂtl
Chalﬂotﬂ.

B\lﬂdlnf :
8t., Winston. !l-lnm. H. G
Main BSt., Balsbury .
Bullding, Colamblal ﬁ.
and Conyer's Rulldi

or Glenn Bullding,

FOR RENT.

FOR RENT-Two sommunleat front
rooms, first floor, over Yorke Bros. &
Rogers’ store, - Hot and cold water bath,

FOR nm—m ty to luu‘
cmebis rent by Diping farnitae. -
L] & ren y ure.
dresn "E, 8, m&uﬂt

. .

FOR nm—mmum No. &
Carnegle Court,

FOR SALE OR WENT-The Kegrams

home at #4 South Tryou strect. J. M.

R B

ephants,
= Goats, Sheep, Cows, Horses, Ptgs,
Camels, Tree Ornaments etc.

One-Third Off

Pianos, Doll Fumlture, DolI
Trunks, Stoves, Doll

Sets, Child’s Wash Sets, and all
Hand Painted China. *

One-Fourth Off

All Boy’s Wagons, Wheel-
barrows, Automobiles, Irish Mails,
Hobby Horses, Velocipedes, Tii- -

lcycles, Child’s Rockers, Chairs,

Writing Desks, Men’s Bath Rob&s,

Dolls; Tool Chests, Child’s Tea,
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