‘track Is belng most

42 ’fm' p.""i:iE::n ty. Its

. ) o, county..
swter Marion,  In Mw
cost something ®
ighbarhood of $35,000,000, wiich Is
w” one miltion deollars a mile
will be 1% tunnels en route, 18
 situated in the mountains eaxt
¥  Pass.  ‘The new.coal-carrying
yoad enters North Carolina at Unaka
) following the course of the
¢ river through Mitchell conn-
.88 far as Alto Pass where it cro&ses
tnountains. Trains are to-day
‘running regularly from Johnson City,
n,, to ‘Alto Pass, ' ‘Tae line com-

ta Marion will be ready by the|®

|81 of July according to the estimate
of the engineers. The work is now
bélng. actively prosecute) at both
wnds of the Hne, practically the whole
“route belng graded. A little dela
4y ‘mow being experienced, not be-
cawse of the condition of the money
markst, but because of several obstl-
‘nete tunnels and the blg steel bridge
Rerosy the Catawba river.
SEVEN MILES NOT YET READY.
“This bridze |s one of the heaviest
 4in the countryy, being constructed on-
of the very sirongest material. The
ndations are now being 'ald and
much of dthe stuff is on hand. It

: “awill be finjshed withip the next feow

months. A number of*gangs of men
. are smployed on e Alto Pass as well
as the Marion end of the line. The
goad south from Alto Pass his Dbeén

del and made ready for the rails
: about seven miles.  The lne
morth of Marion has been graded
and made ready for the heavy ralls
. for a distance of 10 mlles.  The in-
- gtervening distance |s ebout seven
sunjles whaich Is yet 1o be fnishel.
JAlong the greater part of the graded
settion, & “dinky” line now runs and
one who secures permission from the
proper anthorities can go from Marion
%0 Alto Pass and  Johnston Cilty,
Wenn, by walking across the seven
miles intervening.

“This is the way I came to Char-
Jotte. I caught a train on the road
which runy within two and one-aalf
mileg of my home in Bakersville, and
pode to Alto Pass on schedule time,
1 than securel permission from the
| ‘adthorfies to ride on a “dinky"” out
20 ths end of the 'ine and then eatch
another on the other sde of the di-
vide and ride-on to Marlon, ‘The
trip was made but unler the greatomt
disadvantages.

“Some distance before the lttle
4 4 had arrived at its destination,
it toppled off the travk and 1 -was
foros) to. lug my heavy grip across
the mountains for seven or elght
snileg At the other end I had the

fortune %o ocatcy & hand-car
which was just about to leave for
Marfon and 1 secured pamsage on it
by agreelng to work one of the lever-
arms

MAGNIFICENT SCENERY,

“Buch soenery as that along the
Botth & Western Jine 18 not to be
found elséwhere in North Carolina or
Tenneses and that means thai it s
not to be found In America. Had
the survey desired to select & beau-
tiful route rather than an easy one,
they could not “ave hit upon = bet-
ter one than lhey did. The views
along the Toecane river are simply
grnd. This beautiful stream tra-
vorses the greater part of Mitchell
coutity and bears the name of its two
maln tributaries—To# river and Cane
oroek. The railroad follows the
giream seldom leaving Its banks but
a few rods and then only 0 make a
ghort sut. he views from the car
windows are great. Taey alone are
worith the expense of the irip, Had
this country been opened up béfore
it would to-day be ome of Lhe pleasure
gpols of the country, No more sub-
lima geenery 18 to be found anywhere;
such atmosphere, so invigerating and
healthful; streams, clear and cool,
everything mywtic, wanderful. The
scenery about Alto Pass Is Immense,
beyond the power of one's words to
describe. It Is overpowering in Its
Mlysveness. ¥

THE WORK BEING DONE.

“The other day I stood up on one
of those mountains and watched the
work which was golng on™ below.
There was nothing about me but the
glant mountains, the soft, blas bowl
above, the clovds near at hand and
far down the mountain side the gangs
of men working away llke #0 many
anls. Bgch an experience iy condu-
¢lye 1o Introspectian and is caleu-
jated to make one féel 7w own insig-,
nificance. fuddenly I observed all
of the men Jdraw away from their
work and the next second 1 saw &
greal cloud of rovk, sand and smoke
Jmhioot up Into the air. A considerable
e elapsed befors [ heard the
Jmound, it seemed to me Mke an hour,
CLiand them 1 heard g dull thud like

« that of far-oft thunder.  Tae nolse
e’ through the mountains
Cfor ptveral minutes, eohioing and re-
- @s-the waves of sound struck

L the differenl mountains.
me of Washington I1r-
description of & thun-
the Oatskill mountains
Xork, which appears in Rip

. : of this South &
Asiey; rough North Carolina
menn much to the Siate. It will
t o cheape eutl.ud heldrnr
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d Ireight rates on other com-

s mers fact that anota-
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i Mr. P, “Wia
The sermon wag replete with mes- | The nmu’
sages of comfort and was stimulats
ing at the closing of the year
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STOLE VALUABLES

Came, ' :
. With Her 'Watch and Ring,

Musio—*The Counterfeftors” w0 Be| Augustus Christophergen, a _ youhg
Presented, . man of uncommon name, but appar-
The carrier bays of Thé Observer |ently common character, fs wanted by
and The Chroniele are fortunate and |local police officials for making Wy
popular. They are “the recipients |with & watoh and ring belonging to
of many social attentions.” Only last|his step-mother, who -has been. de-
week they were wined and dined in|serted by him and left to sfruggle for
sumptuows style by The (Ohserver | herself in the eity. ‘The old lady, who
Company. To-night for the second|ls & Mry, Thompeon, was left a Widow
time they will be the guests of Man-|taree weeks hgo in Wilmington, and
ager John L. Crovo at & theatrs par- | she came here immediately after the
ty to be given at the Academy of|death of her husband.. Thiz boy wais
Musie. The play to be presented Is' them in New York and she wrote him
“The Counterfeitérs,” The company|to come and stay with her, asd assist
is sald to ba a good one and the | her in making a lving,

boys will have a royal tims. The|  Christophergen arrived a few Jays
keys .of the bullding will be given | dago and loafed around untll Saturday
them and nothing left undone to as-|night, when he guthered the old Jady's
sure them a pleasant and enjoyable | wateh, which Is a sort of heirloom,
evening. Invitations have been Is-|and also her ring, and left for paris
sued. to all and no “regrets” have been | unknown.” It is belleveld that he has
recelved. It Is safe therefore to pre-|returned to Néw York. Chlef Carlst-
diet that the establishment will be|enbury wants to gét on his track and
fully represented and that & full vote| will make the effort to locats him in
can be polled by Manager Crovo for|the North, there being a alight clue
any job he wishes. as to where he may be found there.

ILeap Year Belng Awaited With In-| Many Meetings Scheduled For the
terest, Queen City During Year 1908,

Leap year will be upon us In two If indications at the present date
short days more. There Is.a feeling|count for anything, the year of 1908
of expectancy in the alr already. Men| Will be notable In Charlotte's annals
who are yet in the siate of single| for the number and the size of the
loneliness and misery, though far ad-| conventions entertained. If not an-
vanced in life, are skipping about the| Other were gecured than those al-
streets with an apprehensive look, | Feedy siated, this would be true' in

peering here and there anon and gaz-| o T . CON "Wy e
plendid prospect that the lat will
ing makance at the bold eyed malden|p,"myon “augmented fn length and

who perchance appreaches. Most of

| pretentfousness, Among those -
these cases arise out of wvanity, It! ings which will fn all .;!robabfflnt;he;o
should be stated, in justice to all| yeouped are the two State political
parties concerned. The danger 18 not| conventions, the Democratic and the
nearly so acute as the Dbachelors| Republican, and the State Teachers’
would have you belleve, although this| Assgmbly. Thess meetings begin in
s mot to be understood as discount-| early spring and will continue un-
Ing the reality of the existance of the | ti} Iate In the fall. They will bring
posslbllity that things may become|to Charlotte many thousands of the
interesting for somebody., That the|Dest cltizens of the Old North State
foregoing s ‘a roundabout statement|and will do it as well as themselves
is freely conceded, but the situation| much good,

Is one which must aeeds be handled
¥ew Business Changes.

with extreme delicacy.

The number of business changés
e ko, Saives whir the bpeting i IS
" 1 Q € openin (4] (L]
Bob Harris, alias “Bill Balley," o ey year in Charlotte ]:.re n‘otlmbly
boy of tender years, with entirely t00|)agy numerous than usual. This may
many aliases for his age, is In & cell| by nterpreted, It is belleved, hopes
at the police station and s satisfied.| ryjly, the iInference being that the
No ooccupant of these wolrd cages| majority of the concerns are hare
within recent weeks has displayed a| moniously constituted and prosper-
more amiable disposition than Bl | pus ;
He has taken hls blanket and made
of it & swing, In whigh he rocks and
sings and talks joyfully to the other
prisoners. The hoy is not locked up
on any serious charge. He condicted
himself disorderly Saturday morning
with & few of his pals and the officers
put him behind the bars untll he
could be tried, which will be this
morning. Bill seenls not to care how

long he makes in there his home,

Mr, 8. T. Lewla, of Greenvills, 8 C.,
was & Charlotte visitor yesterday.

The 1
Artistie

Stieff
Piano

Miss Penficld at First Preshyterian
Church,

The congregation of the First
Presbyterian church was delighted
yesterday at both morning and eveén
ing mervices with the singing of Miss
May Penfleld, of New York, who
gave & reclial Friday night at the
HSolwyn and remalned over lo assist ||
in the singing at the First church, |
Misx Penfleld sang “The Publican"” |
at the morning service, and last night |
she zang several songs after the regu- |
lnr exercises, She has a volcs of rere|
sweelnesa of tone and fine range.

Play at O’Donoghue Hall To-Night.

An Interesting event will be the
preserdtation to-night at O'Donoghue
Hall of the two-act cpmedy drama,
“Before and After.” & antertain-
ment is for & worthy cause, the bene-
it of the Mercy Ceneral Hospital,
The latter s one of the clty's best
hospitnls and deserves the best of
support.  The play will be worth the |
while {n Itsélf, Refreshments will be
served in the evening.  An admission
of 28 cents for adulis and 15 cents
for children will be ¢charged.

—_—

A Dreary Sunday,

Yesterday in Charlotts  was far
from being all that could be desired,
It was almost & counterpart of tha
Bunday which preceded Jt, excepi
that the volume of waler which fall
was less than on the earlior date. In
the ‘morning conditions wére tolérable

is used execlusively in
homes where art and
musical refinement are
cultivated to the high-
est degree. Only ar
tistic standard sold d
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garment as perfeet skill
can devise it. Made to order in the tailoring de-
_partment on the second floor, or ready-to-wear |
at from.. . i...anaiibe e, $50.00 to $65.00°

_be Tate-Brown

It insures a

-ospect for & good me e vy
2R s Rl R S AR

This is what every one exclaims about our this sea-

son’s Rugs. They are certainly gathered in here with
great eare. Our buyer went carefully through the lines
of the best rug makers in this tountry and ;ve boi;ght
only the pick of theit produetions. -+ 47T

Also a large stock of larger and a'mall_er Rugs. We
offer the best bargains on this market. _ '

Parker - Gardner Co.
Special Sale

OF =—/———————

HANDSOME FURNITURE

P.evious to taking account of our 'stock, ‘we
are closing out many of our choicest pieces. of
carefully Melected furniture at most attractive
prices. -

This sale affords an epportunity for our friends
that they shopld not fail to avail themselves of.
Call and see this assortment, ' S
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and many people ventured out (o
ehurch, but in the afternpoon the driz-
gling raln increased In profusion and,
gll In all, it was 'a good dq and a
good night tn stay indoors,

A Poor House Cundidate,

Jordan Durham, & véry old negro,
hpt been In the polics station for ten
days or more, awalting the arrival o
ha keeper of the poor house, to whith

has been consigned.  He s Wylng,
radudlly, the rattls of the list ag
eing aundible In his' breathing, Fre
quent messages have been to th
poor house officials, bhul the vid

rect from factory to

was siill in a cell last night.
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