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il man that it {mpracticable for
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It is estimated that during the
gingle year of 1907 at least one and

& half million dollars were
the cotion splaners of the te of
North Carollna alone to the commis-
sion houses in Philladelphia, New

York, Boston and Providence, to cover
this 6 per cent, commision; and, on
top of that, another million dollars
tribute under the 3 per cent discount
charge.

The profits made by the commis-
gion men plus all the expenses Inci-
dent to their busines represents the
cost 1o the spinners of selling thelr
yarns—a cost estimated to , A0~
cording to the different kind of yarns
made, frem one to ten cents upon ev-

pound manufactured by them.
And then talk about economy in cute
ting wages, which would not reduce
the cost more than one-half to one
cent per pound even {f a cut as high
as 26 per cent. were made ‘upon the
entire pay roll of the Bouthern mills.

Again, note the proportionate in-
crease (n the cost per und as you
ourtail production! & more you
curtaj]l the greater the oost per pound
—while the commission and dlscount,
ke Tennyson's brook, runsg on for-
ayer—at the rate of one to ten cenls
per pound.

The spinner- ls thoroughly conver-
sant with his cost table of produc-
tion, 'but as to the detalied expe
of selling that produoction his infor-
mation is nil. Answering the com-

Jaint of a mill man on this point
&o representative of a commission
house once made the ingenious sug-
gestion “to Include the commission
and discount In as part of the cost
of production and Iet It go at that”
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The statement will scarcely be cred-
ited by business men in other lines
of industry that the cotton spinner

to the names of any consumers o
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quality ef
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through only one com house.
‘Bliminate the commission as
the mediumship of eting

.:nd th:-fhmnme is a(: l{;-e-mlblr s
. | drawn to the producer for su
the suggestion d& me & ~ p&lz

as the producer will. ba to seek

consumer a8 the market for his pro-
duction. Moreover, an opportunity
will be afforded, which has naver,
heretofore, existed, for a better un-
derstanding and closer relationship
betwasen the producer and consumer,
which will allow the spinner to study
at short range the particular needs
of his customers, and In this way es-
tablish = surer and steadler markeét
and a uniformity in price, much less
likely to be disturbed in periods of

speculation or the inevitable after-
math of reaction and liguldation,

Every commission man ls vehemant
in asserting that his house does not

buy yarn for speculative purposes,

though he never fails to make the In-
ference fairly pliin that other houses

are to be shunned' on this account.
Yet what would be more natural,

when yarns are active and there ia
an upwatyd tendency (n price, than

for the commission man to outbid
his rival in order to hold the ac-
counts of milla who have been regu-
Iar patrons, as

commiesion men virtuously acclaim,

which enables the spinner to secure
& higher price for his product. It

really does nothing of the sort, but,

on the contrary, It creates a fictitious

and speculative market; and, If such
competition Is carrled far enough,

large accumulations of stock are lefi

in the warehouses of the commission
houses, Then follows the reaction
and depression In prices until these

stocks are closed out.

It is only fair to state that the
commission man’'s contention Is that
their commission and  discount

charges are earned by the higher

prices which they are able to obtain
than the spinner could secure if he

sold his yarns direct; so that, he
asserts, these chargées are really paid
by the consumer and not by the
spinner .at all. -8ee how ridiculous

ing to different

t or at a loss;
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would clpse down his factory out of
if the vcommission man
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3 per cent.—and less
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ng that en period. , not-
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weaving « mills which may have a
. 1 use and need for his produc-
and would be willing to pay

with & premium
for & particular kind of uniform
s ¥et this spinner is
com palled ough the ocommissjon
house system to mest the competitive
price of esoch and every other rival
mill regardless of quality of yarn. Or,
If he should sell through several com-
mision houses, he not Infrequently,
through the strenuous efforts of each
house effect & eale, enters 4into
com pe with himself on his own
being the Invariable ar-
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as to. secure new
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for
ality of yarns that the mills Bouth,
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last few years” and lnsisted upon the
poundiof such
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delivery of ev
- | at prices’ from
caent. higher than presen

If the “mills. South” are under the
accusation of sacrificlnz the quality of
their production for quantity, what
Incentive i8 there, it may be
for on¢ mill to strive for superior
quality when the commission house
oan and will substitute, with an un-
known customer, the inferior yarn of
& rival mlill because you will not meet
his competitive price?
that your yarn is fn demand in this
unknown sburce—but you don't know
All that you are lkely to be
advised ls that unless
tain price you ilose t
pose you could have a straight fade-
this unknown cus-
tomer, do you think that you would
be asked to meet the competitive
price of some rival mill whed you
could demonstrate the Inferlor qual-
ity of his yarn?
present sellin
they | bad and Indil

showingz the aititude of these houses
the of cance u meet a oor-
order. Sup-

to~iace talk with

-Yet, under the
system, yarns good,

luck;" and no wonder the consumer
becomes disgusted with the lack of
uniform yarn furpished him by the
And all because with
the commission house it is not a

“mills South."
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F WE 0 come,
and simply & ’ thahnr-nt

iation of von-

q of -abil-
ty to secure yarn to Al orders—!
not from one mill thea from some
B ot T Tty o e
o ty yam, ' solely in the
‘quantity—in the amount and number
of sales, for on the volume of his
business, with 5 per cent. commission
and 3 per vent. discount, the profits
of. :‘hn business are malle and meas-
ured.
We are apt to be somewhat face-
tious over the attempts to organize
the farmers with tha view of pulting
a fixed and arbitrary price on cotton,
but here are a few points wWe may
learn from our farmer friénds which
eould be applied with much profit in

our gwn business:

First: He sells his cotlon without
paying & commisslion to anyone; sec-
ond, he pays nobody a discoumt for
handing his money back to him, and,
thll;d. when he sells his cotton it stays
w014, !

The remedy, whatever will be most

ecific and effective, lles entirely
with the spinners. Bot there should
be no half-way measures, no compro-
mises as to the end in view, and that
is, the total extinction of the prohibi-
tive expense and dominating influence
of & foreign institution which i{s both
an frritant and menace to the cotton
manufacturing Industry of the South
—and deny I, who will

. SPINNER.

Statesville, March 17th, 1908,

BATTLESHIP NEW HAMPSHIRE,
Latest Addition to the Navy,

REPLY TO MR, C.R. WATSON

ON ARGUMENT

Mr. L. B, Wetmore, of Lincolnton,
nks' Mr, Walson is on the Wrong

of This and He Be-

Heves That Should Be In-
jected Into and Disputes
Mr. Waison om Question of
Self-Governmen ever Counld See

the Justice of & High Licenso Law,
To the Editor of The Observer:

While I cannot hope to equal Hon.
C. B. Watson in my cholce of lan-
gusge, and while I know that his ex
tended reputation was Delng a great
Iawyer will Induce many people o
read his article in last Sunday's OB-
gerver who will pass mine by, yet I
deem It not presumptious to point
out.a few of the incvonsistencies that

Pappear In what Mr. Watson wrote on

the temperance and prohibitlon gues-
tlon.

Without 4rylog to take his state-
ments in the order In which they
were made I call attentlon to the fol-
lowing, viz: He says that a fow years
2g0 when distilleries began to disap-
pear In this State churches and school
houses sprang up everywhgre wherd
distillerles had been before. I am not
giving his exact Ianguage, but the
substance. And then he argues In
favor of the still house and the sa-
loon. . I must confess I am not able
to ses the force of such an argument.

He speaks of the Anslo-S8axon race
as & people who has always laduiged
in strong drink, =snd argues from
that fact that strong drink bullds up
-a race. If this be 20 why does Mr.
Watson proposes to limit the output at
all. Why does he propose to put a
Heense tux upon the production and
the wale of an article that ls such &
great “bullder up’ of the human race.
If the manufacture and sale of Whis-

let us have more and more o
good thing? Why not let its manu-
facture and sale be as free and open
as the manufacture and sale of bread.

Does he think it possible that we
can have too much of & good thing?
If sirong drink {s an upbullder of
human race either mentally, physi-
cally . or moralty, then the Bible Is &
le; clvilization a farce and Christians
Ity a vain thing; for it Is g well-known
fact that these three have proclaim-
ed agalnst, fought ageinst and tried
to chaln the demon “strong drink™
almoit ever since ‘man was organised
into soclety

my brother's keeper?
eelf-government
Thess two little words ‘“‘self-govern=
more trouble ' and mess misunder-
standings In the legal
world than 4dimost any other

and political

our form of
these words mean the will of the ma-
Jority or élse they mesan nothing, Byt
ghrewd politiclans can 50 handle these
two words as to play upon thé fears
the' lgnorances and
passions of men, as to distort thelr
meaning Into anything that the hear-
ér wishes them to mean, or into any-
thing that the speaker Intends that
Self-government in

government
and prejudices,

they shall mean,
s fAnal analysis means simply
local self-government
in its final analysis means self control
by the individual unit

Look at it da yYou may you cannot
escape this logical conclusion, Hence
it would follow If you lald this down
w to govern human actions
thqre wotld be no law and no gov-
ernment at all, for s&lf sontrol (that
Is each man making laws for himself)
would soon degenerate into the utter
lack of all law and the gbsence of all

does almost every
that when soclety was formed the In-
dividual gave up many of the rights
a state of nature
for the good and protection he de-
being & member of
human soclety.

Mr, Walson and others who
posed to prohibition by law contend
law would take away
from the individual his right to sell
stuff that makes others weak and
worthless, and would also take away
from others the proud right of mak-
themselves weak and worthless.
It will tend to take
Just those proud rights from the Indi-
And yet the laws wa have
and that the civillsed world has had
for centuries take away from the in-
dividual rights of even a higher grade
than the right to sell lguor and to get
drunk. We havé g State law against
usury. A man who has money haa no
right under the law to take advantage
of his fellow man's weakness or ne-
and charge

leases for the use of his money, Yot

any ane contend that we should
hot have a usury law,
aguinst the soclal vice, and yst will
any one contend that we should abol-
ish soch laws simply because they In-
terfere with the right of the man
and the woman to do as they pleass,

We have laws agalnst gambling,
But would Mr, Watson or any other
man say these laws should be done
away with on the ground that when
jo 6f more men gamble each ane
he Is risking loss and elects to
Or would Mr. Watson

Id have nothing to do with it?
Inws of decency require that hu-
£ N bolngs shall ‘wear clothes, while

no doubt In a state "ot nhture the

that he had

that such a

Yen, that ls so.
key be & good thing ror us, wWhy m
M d

We have laws

never

true legal doctrine of local self-gov-|

ernment (except In the minds of
some few people) that glves any man
or set of men the right to debauch

Ahe eltigans of that particular coms

munity in Which they lve or the clts
Izens of any other community.

1 suppose (leaving the moral quea-
tlon aside) the primitive man had a
right to get drunk and his brother
had a right to take any advantage of
his infirmitlea and weaknesses . Chat
was possible under any given state of
circumstances,

The will of the stronger was the
law; Jjust as it is now the law with
the brute creation. But any student
knows that the very first principle of
organized goclety was to pass laws to
protect the wenk against the
strong, Now this strength to be
be protected against may not, and
does not, consist of physical (or even
mental) strength alone, nor does the

weakness o be protected consist!

merely of bodlly or ‘mental weakness-
o8,

The application Is obvious, 'Whalile |

primarily a man may have the right

lo convert the fruits of the earth In-|
to a soul-and-body-destroying bever-,

age (the moral question aside) or the
right to get drunk, yet It Is a well-
known and settled principle of law
that whenever & man's right to do a
certain thing confllote with or Inter-
feres with the superior rights of an-
other man Lhe lesser right must give
way to the greater, and (if need be)

be annihilated. S0 n man's right to|

make and sell liquor, or a man's right

o use liguor must glve way to the|
superior rights of others; for In-|
stance, the right of the wife and|

children to have thelr dally bread;

the right of the ohildren to gel an |
education; the right of the Btate to|
have wsound and healthy cltisens'
(mentatly and physically) to defend |
it In time of war and to make (s,

laws and run the machinery of gov-
ernment in time of peaco; the right
of the community to be relleved of

the burdens of taxation caused by|

murder trinls and other llke trials;

the right of the cltizen to the fruit|
of his toll, and a host of other supe- |
rlor rights that the sale and use of,

lquor Interferes with,
Agaln Mr., Watson says (In efect)

that prolibition will not prohibit. 1If|

The joke as a candidate for gqur-
rent © ent, ds rapidly emerging
from the pent up Utica of the comic
weeklies, Numerous instancés in the
news attest the Importance of this
form of pleasaniry in the history of
the period. Everything !s grist that
comes to the mlill of the practical
Jokist of to—dly.‘

Controller Meix, of New York, on
opening bids for the §5,000,000 of ten
vear pssessment bonds found one offer
of 106.5 for $30,000 of the bHundai
As this figure was wiihin one of be-
ing the highest recalved, the official
was not unnaturally elated and open-
ed at once a correspondence with the
bidder, one “Dorsey Foultz, of Wash-
ington, D. C" Some one, with an
exquisite pense of humor, had entered
this bid in the name of & character
who for eleven yéurs has been & by-
word for the jokers of the natlional
capital. Dorsey Foultz, & negro des-
perado, murdersd another f{reeman,
and in Avugust, 1906, when pursued by
the police, disappeared In & sewer
and has not since been seen. When-
ever the Washingtonians seek to ex-
press the mysterjous the nams of
Dorsey Foults |s employed. He has
gaken the place of the Imaginary
“Cinders” of a score of years ago.

Jovial cut-ups, determined to make
the bridal trip of Mr. and Mrs. James
Jenking memorable, atiached ‘to the
cArriage which was to convey them to
the station a guantity of old shoes,
unfilled bodtles and tin cans that had
outlived their original usefulness.
These attentions, it was confidently
predicted, would resuit in experiondes
clucuinted to throw the jokers into
paroxysms of mirth, The plan did
not miscarry, Everybody saw the
Joke éxcept the horses atlached to the

over ths jokes thal she ¢

heart, and death ensued.

Lon Wheeler, & wealthy
of Princeton, Ind., died as
of & pleasantry perpe
frolicsoms friend. This frien
ing a lighted clgar néar Mr.
er's face, suddenly asked Wh a
turn around, and as this was o
the clgar lightly touched the vieti
cheek., Both gentlemen
hugely the merry jest. In & few
months, however, & cAncarous gro s
appeared on the spot whers the Gesh
had been burned, and, gro P
1dly. caused Mr. Wheeler's

“If you will get me a drink of wa-
ter 1 will give you a oheck for 36,
sald Henry Keemen, of Allen stréet,
#o his itle brother David, the t !
belng the ; middle of the night and
Henry liking his ease. David obllg-
ed, but on the morrow demandéd his
pay, so Henry made out a cheek Tor
$6. When David tried to cash 1t at
the shop of s nelghboring butehér:
hiz esplanation was unsatisfactory
and the arrest of the Keéména fol-
lowed. *“The cheek 8 4 joke on
David,” explained Henry, Then the
magistrate explained that check Jokes
put their perpetrators right In line
for the house with the Httle door and*
the incident was déflared closed.

Henry Dominyl, of Buffalo, an-
swered a matrimonial “ad” and re-
celved m letter and a photogeaivia ¢
a camely young woman of Caldwall,
N. J., Sophie Ellls by name, Henry's
ardor wixed with startiing rapidity,
and when the proper negotiations 5
been concluded he set out for -
well and boldly knocked at the deor,
of Misa Ellis’ abode. On that charm-

ourriage. When the cans began to| er's appearance he Kissed ber repatts
raitle against the wheels and the glass| ¢dly and with fine enthusiasm. then.
bottles to break from contict with,K bade her prépare for the minister,

the sldea of the vehicle the Hery, un-
tamed steeds forgot all about the re-
quirements of the occasion and bolted
Just ke ordinary non-bridal Rorses,
They ran away with such vigor and
enthusiasm as to bi‘ng about a col-
llajon with an English avenue trolley
car. The car hit the horses, knocked
them down, wreckea liae carriage and
the bride and Dbridegroom ' were
thrown with much forca many feet

along the readway.. A prosalc drug-|

gist did all he could to undo the work
of the jokers

A merry *passenger aboard the

Amerika, of the Hamburg-American|

ine, on & recent 1irip to this port
threw his hat over-board and ralsed
the alarm that a human being was in
the grasp of the relentiesa soa. The
ship waa behind - hor schedule, but
the captaln promptly gave orders to
stop and & small boal and life pre-
soérvers were.put out. For ten min-
utes the search was kept up, and

then, feeling further effort would be,

useless, the oa n gave orders for

| the abandoning of the hunt, and the'

antira passenger list or the linar gave
way to the sadness tnat must ever be
felt at so sudden a death. Later the
rejoloings of a steerage VOyager at
the success of his jest drew upon him
attentions that he hag not included In
his plain of celebration,

The birth rate as a subject for the|

wit of certain Jokers has & worthy
companion in the death Ust, as shown
by the recent near Dereavemeani In
the family of Willlam Fletcher, of
Lawrence streot, New York. ‘'The
brother and sister-in-law of Mr.
Fletcher recelved by telephone the
sad tdings that William was no more
-—had, in fact, dropped dead In the
street, Other relativea wera notified,
dnd the repining was general. The
ald of the police was asked in order
that the deceased be located and the

last sad rites administerod with nt-|

ting ceremony. The police digtover-

ed Willlam so filled with sanusement |

as to bo scarcely intelligible. Hao

managed -to articulate, however, that'
the announcéement of his death had
been telephoned by himsell “as o

Joke

The fancy of a person styling him-

and the trip to Buffalo, Miss Eflls,
averring that Mr,  Dominyl ¥as &,
stranger (o her, both in the matier of
name and face, refused all his offers..
It developed that the photograph snd
letters had been sent Dominyi by Miss,
Hophle's friend, Rose Galasgh, and
Mr. Dominyi got off at Buffalo slone.

[}

Dr. Jullus Adelphl Gottiish, Just
for the fun of the thlng, prepared an
imitation infernal machine and sent
It off to his respected fathersin-lnwys
Morris Glucksman, a wealthy resident
aof the Yorkville section. That the*
bomb did not explode and cause the
death of the resident abated nothing:
of the wrath of that gentleman, and
he had his son-in-law inecarcerated’
with neatness and dispatch. Dr.;
Gottlleb, langulshing in Aurancs for
quite a while gave voice o many bit-!
ter  reflectlons almed at those Im!
whom the quality of humor was lacks"
ing. 5

Several  roystering young bindes

visited a Willlamsdurg pakery whera' | 8

Wiillam Schrenk was smployed: s
determined to -have fun.if it ki }
them-—or him. 8o, -while one of the

another pinced a lighted oandle
Sthnerk's pocket. Then they retl
to awalt developments. These camas’
when Sehrenk, discovering he wis on
fire, made futlle attempts to put out
the blaze, - He was wo serfously burn«,

panty held the baxer's nttent:! [+
- g

od his life was déspalred of for a = )

time,

An acquaintance of Menge L. Mare' -

genthau, n wealthy Néw York candy
manufacturer, sent a letter threatehs

"Ing If the maker of sweets did not

close  his place of business his ifs
would pay the forfeit. Just a Joke,

A volatile bartender of Rochoster,
noting that a patron, Edward Bar-
retl, slept soundly In the saloon, heat-
ed a copper coln until it had remch<
od the white stage and then deposited
it on the knee of the alumbering one,
The Joke was entiroly successful, as
the coln burned the flesh, caused
blood pelsoning and necesgitated the
amputation of Mr. Barrett's log above
the knee.

Less strenuous was the effect
Joke upon Miss Barbara Barr, o oK,
cholr girl of Florence, N. J. A fr

self “W. H. Clark, an Idaho horse-| told her the joke, and for elght hours

man,” llghtly turned to thoughts of
rallroads, and he presented himself

befora the agent of the Chicago and
Northwestern at Fremont and gave |

gn order that made that official gasp.
He gpoke of shipping a siring of

horsea to  Malne, and to Carry out)
this design gave orders for seventeén

of the Dbest oquipped palace stock

cars, flve box curs, & hotel Puliman |
for himself and assistants, and & lot|

of accessories. He was sent o Gen-
eral Agent Miller at Omaba, and
thereafter was In  communieation
with agenis of many Eastern roads,
all eager to take care of him In their
partioular territory. After the Btale
of 1llinols had been scoured for cars
sufficient to meet the requirements of
“Mr. Clark” and the caravan, had
been assembled in Chicago, the per

he be gorrect In that and also correct) petrator of the Jest disappearod.

in his statement about whiskey hav-
ing done so much te bulld wo the An-
glo-Baxon race. then by all means
he should vote for It and work for It
—to produce the resull he seems to
desire, more liquor and better liguor,

You may as woll argue that the
law against gambling should be ra-
pealed because some men will gamble
anyhow;: or that the law against us-
ury should be repealed for the same

nd..ﬂ. ministers put at some other
work. .

Ap for myself (and my oplalon
may not be worth much) 1 could

Young Mr. Barnett Barnett-Pow-
ers, who had newspaper ambition,
suggested to hia friend Willlam F.
Bastman that it would be a braw
thing to figure In a runaway maich
at the Little Church Around the Cor-
ner. 8o Mr. Eastman and the young
woman to whom he was attentive ap-
peazed at the rectory door, but on
consideration went no . Com=
ing away they met Mr. Barnstt Bar-
nott-Powers and next morning his
paper printed an article saying Mr.
Eastman and the young woman had

Miss Barbars laughed and. -
until physicians well nigh dm'
f her life. Finally her hystesin was -
reduced. It Is only fair to give the

Joke which produced %0 unusual an,
«ffect, and here it ls:—"A man went
to a dentist to have a tooth pulied.

It was pulled, and it hurt ‘Oh,.
doctor,” sald the patient, ‘what »

hlessing It would be to be born with<.
out teeth.” ‘Hut. ‘my dear man' ssid
the dontist, ‘we are, you know.' ™

——

Benjamin O'Conngll, of Brookiyn, |
had a ciock that woulda't behave, so
he told a friand about I, and saked
what was & good thing to do-to &
timepiece that refused to act mn-'
ly. This friend happaned to n
witty turn. 80 he advised that the

very best remedy In the world for re-.

fractory clocks was to boll them in,
kerosene. “Just take a big pall’ fil
i with kerosene, place the clock Ine

side. st it on the stove, and let the

whole come to & boll.,™ was the elr.vlf»--i

sol. O'Connell 4id' so. After .
ﬁzumhelnd three munhﬂiu:.
Ily had to be cared for by the

hospital stafr.




