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L' “Alix and I traveled in Russia that
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5 ; rather Freiherr Hieronymus Karl

. "Purke, and altogether he had a sufy
' _even without the embelllshments that

i 3

" ssbarp protuberance fn the snow and

: '.I a good deal of vagueness

se real origin of the wonderful
‘ known under this title

ti ¢ whether
ldnfl-lrop::ﬁw’ the author
‘all, or whether he was cred-
many that he never nar-
‘only thing that is certain
m-uuﬂu were published by
irman exile In England. Rudolph
Ri during the Baron's life-
sime and translated Into German
ven yéars befors Von Munchhau-
s death, BSo the Jogic of the prob-
m I8 with those who claim that the
really did tell all these remark-

tales.
© A Jovable old bon vivant and Tra-
onteur without doubt was the Baron

drich von Munchhausen of Bo-

| depwerder, Hanover. He was bern In
S 1329.% From 1737 to 1739 he served
ifn the Russinn cavalry against the

#xciing and romantie career,

added to his

his ingenious fancy
adventures. The Munchhausen family
" §» still one of the Important aristo-
eratic familes of Germany, and its
Hving representatives hold high rank
and are prominent in government
and military service lo-day. They
hardly know whether to be proud or
ashamed of (heir famous old ances-
tor.

“Dear mire, friends and hunting)
companions!” the Baren von Munch-
hausen always began, rubbing his
hands according to custom. Then he
took a long draught from the old-
fashioned glass that was filled with
his favorite drink, a genuine, not too
old Rauenthaler wine, gazed thought-
fully Into the greenish-yellow fuid,
sighed, smiled and began,

“One evening,” =ald he, *'1 was rid-
i home after a long day's chase,
when my horee stopped suddenly in
front of & stream and I discovered to
my charging that the dridge had been
swept away. Without considering, I
gave my horse the spurs and in anl
mstant we were in the air. At that
smoment It struck me that the animal
was too tired te make =uch a leap
without a bétter start. (We had run
down thirty hares daring the day.)
At bnee I turned his head and we
alighted again at the spot we had just
Jeft.

*Well, then! I patted the horse's
neck, rode back a short distance and
agaln we jumped. When we were
half way across I saw that 1 had un-
derestimated the Dbreadth of the

" wtream. I spurred my Alix again,
and he gave himself an extra jerk
and darted forward, but stil] he fall-
ed 1o land, We both alighted In deep
mud into which we sank till only the
horpe's head was clear,

“Quick actlon was needed, gentle-
men! I gripped my brave horse with
all the power of my thighs grasped
my halr firmly with my right hand
andl with a mighty effort succeeded
in hauling myself and my horse ogt,
3 merely mention this to show that I
wan sirong in my younger days. <

“! had a rather curious experience
once with this same horse Alix. In
the Russian service I led a troop of
hussars. We were ordered to make
4 reconnolitring advance, and acclden-

“ 1 had a greyhound, by the way,
that was almost as swift as, Allx,
Zaphyreite was her npame. Only
once did I meet another beast that
could run faster than she did. I
was during a rabbit hunt. We put
up & hare that ran like the wingd.
For two days and nights Zephyretts
coursed that hare, gentlemen, yet ev-
ery tiine she gol hear him the Hare
seemed to gain fresh speed. At lJastc
I got a shot &t him and dropped him,
and the mystery of his speed Was ex-
plained. The hars had not only the
regulation four legs underneath; he
had four legs on his back, 1 have
never seen o similar hare again®

“Poor Zephyrette ran a0 long and
so contipuously that toward the lat-
ter part of her life her legs were al-
most worn off and I was compelled to
use her as g dachsund instead of ‘&
greyhound: But it s a wretched and
ungrincipled Invention to siy, as some
do, that she became so blind that |
had to tie a lantern te her tall when
we Went Hunting.

“1 had another splendid dog, con-
cerning whose deeds a gredat many
Hes are told by persons who think
that it is & joke to tamper with the
truth. 'The strict facts about this In-
telligent animal, Plkas, are interest-
Ing enough, though they may not be
po extraordinary as inventions might
be.

“One day I was gquall hunting with
Pikas, when he came to a point be-
fore & flock of several hundred birds.
I withheldd my shot pecause [ 'was
walting for my wife, who was to
comeé up with my lieutenant and my

groom.. They did not arrive and |
rode back part of the way, leaving |
Pikaa on his point. A courier on a |
foam-lathered horse met me with an |
order to go without deéelay to the |
Fortress Wesel on a matter of the
highest importance. 1 galloped to my |
castle, changed my clothes and rmiP!
there stralghtway. It was fourteen |
days before 1 returned |

“On the day after my arrival home
I wished to go hunting and called
for Pikas, My servants told me that |
the dog had not beén seen since my |
departure and that they had sup- |
posed he was with me. 1 rode to the |
Neld and soon found myself near the
Epot where I had Jeft Plkas l\mI
waeks before. Behold! There was
the faithful dog, holding his point,
but so nearly starved that he looked |
like a skeleton, [ advanced and up
sprang the hirds, equally thin. Not
wishing to slaughter them In that
condition | contented myself with one
shot, which brought down only twen-
ty-five of them, 1 have rarely heard
of n dog holding his birds longer than
that. Have you?

"He was really one of the
dogs that | ever had. When hq died
I had his skin tanned and fashioned

|
hest |

sentimental desire to have Pikas with
me on all my hunts In some form or
another, A rather pecullar thing hap-
pened the first day that I wore this
garment on the feld.

“All at onmce without warning,
the wailstcoat became as rigld as lron,
8o that it actually squeesed my heart
1 stopped. A buttos flew' off and up
Eprang & covey of quall, of which 1
shot five. 1 had not walked fifty feet
before the same thing happened. In
short, gentlemen, since that day I

tally met the whole Turkish army
face to face. I Immediately spread
my handful of men In a straight front!
across the plain and ordered the;
charge. The cloud of dust that arose
was so huge that the Turks imagined
the whole Russian army was before
them. They turned back to get be-
hind their fortified town, and we cut
them up terribly.

“So hot were wo after them that we
not only drove them into the town|
through one gate, but actually out of |
the town again through the nppusltn'
Eale—something that truly exceeded|
our wildest hopes

“My horse was so wonderfully fast
that I was far ahead of my men,
After I had killed the Iast enemy 1|
could reach, and had closed the town

te behind the fleeing army, I rode

K. Imagine my amasement when
3 falled to find a single
humsars In the town! )

“I turned my horse’s head to the|
fountain in the market place to let!
him drink. The beast drank without |
sopping. I walted patiently for it to
quench that unheard-of thirst, and
turned again to look for my men.

“What 4id ]I seeT The whole after-
part of the poor animal was missing;
and all the water it drank simply
ran out again withoul refreshing the
faithful brute. While I was wonder-
fng. my groom came galloping up and
expiainad that as I crowded through
the Arst portal on top of the Turks
the gate had been dropped with a
rush and had cut my horse clean in
two! . Desplte this, its swiftness was
sieh that even with only two legs jt
&ept pace with the flecing Turks,

*1 galloped back to the portal, and
our very akillful regimental saddler
stilched both balves together so well
that the keenest eye could hardly no-
tice the injury.

*“It was nothing at all for me to
ride thirty or forty miles on this

In one afternoon and to course
& few hares on the way. Once we
Pursued & hare that crossed the high-
Just as a coach with two beauti-
wWomen cams azlong. My horse

80 gracefully at that moment
we went Into one window and out

‘the other (both being fortunately
n), and I had barely time to re-

oL
:‘.’-'&ny hat and beg the Jadies’

Winter.. One day I rode hour after
- over an eodless waste of snow

’ WiHage, road, tavern or tres
| visible, although forests and
villages were marked on the

| The

need no dog. But it costs me a pret-
ty penny for buttons. 1 conslder this
one of the most touching proofs of
the fAdelity of & dog even after death.

“Of course every hunter has odd
experiences, and mine are not to be
called wonderful, although some are
rather Interesting, For instance, one
morning 1 saw 4 flock of fowl on the
lake and hurrled so eagerly to get a
shot that I struck my head against

|ences with cannon that are at least

|Iu!ly,

| ward,
|of course they awakened me.
into a hunting walstcoat, for | had a |

the doorpost with & crash that made
sparks fly out of my eyes. 1 did not
permit that to deter me, of course. )
But when I arrived at the lakg 1|
found that the collislon had also!
knocked the flint from my gun.
re | was, with a loaded weapon
and no way to fire It. 1 had a happy |
thought. 1 put the gun to my shoul- |
der, almed and then hit mysell in the
eye with all my might. Of course 1

|uw sparks Immediately and one of |
one of my| them exploded tHe priming. The shot |from the fort. With quick decislon I |

went off and I had the pleasure of re-
turning with five pairs of duck, four
geene and two moorhens,

“That trlp to the Fortress Wasel,
which I have just mentioned, was
connected with a mysterlous occur+
rence that I did not Intend to men-
tion, because it is a State secret. But
I ses that you are all curlous, and |
as there is little danger of a recur- |
rence of the episode, I will simply |
nsk you to respect my confidence
and keep the matter to yourselves, |

“When T arrived In Wesel, the
commandant and the other ofMcers
met me with desperate alarm in ev-
ery feature. Silently they led me to
the batteries, and silently, with des-
pair in the very motion of his hand,
the commandant pointed to the
guns,

“l looked and saw an slmost in-
credible sight. The lmmense cannon
were full of worm holes! The terrible
iron worm had attacked them! “There
were sixty-three cases last night,' saild
the surgeon with a hopeless volee,
‘and since then we have had elght
more,'

“I shuddered, for this was quick
and fearful work, even for the fron
worm. I Immediately ordered the
construction of a great caldron, which
was ready within three days But
swiftly as the men worked, eleven
mare gune had been atlacked before
it was ready.

“I must confeas that I myself did
not know exactly at that time how
to destroy the worm; but 1 ordersd
the caldron to be made white hot and
then we threw twenty of the worm-
eaten eAannon into it with twelve that
were stiil sound, To make a long
story short, we kept them there In

]

map. Toward evening 1 tied Allx to

gown to sleen a  short distance
y.  The north wind had ceased,
4 south wind had begun to make

Aulte mild, so 1 slept very

"--. l._::ﬂio. 1 ﬂnfml myself in
ot
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.| through with worm holes.

white heat for three gays and nights,
during which time fifty-one other
cannon wers eaten by the worms
The garrison had already begun (o
| toast me as the worm hero and can-
imon doctor, when we took the guns
out—and found to ouar horror that all
the guns, even the twerve originally
sound ones, were plerced through and

“The officers were thunderstruck.
Not so I. -1 ordered the entire garri-
isonous  mush-

| 8O

the Iron worm since.
“In my connection with the artil-
lery I have had some other experi-

entertaining Iif not so remarkable as
thils. On a fourth of June I once
found myselif In Wapping, In Eng-
Iand, when I felt so far overcome by
the heat that | decided to lle down for
a while in & cool place. The only
refuge 1 could see was the muzzle of
one of the huge cannon that are
planted there. I crawled in, and soon
was in a sound sleep. Unfortunately
| did not know that It was the King's
birthday and that all the guns had
been loaded to fire a salute, Present-
ly the troops arrived, the artillerymen
took thelr statlons and off went the
cannon, Your Hhimble servant, the
Baron von Munchhausen., wasx shot
clear acrose the Thiames and flew
headfirst Into & mighty hayrick

“We Munchhausens always have
been unusually sound sleepers, and 1
did not awake, but slumbered peace-
Perhaps 1 might be asledp to
this day If the owner of the rick had
not sold the hay three months after-
When the men took It down,
This
narrative has been doubted at tUmes;
but the proof of its vruth ls furnished
by a pear tree that stands there to
this day. As you know, pear (rees
blosgom in June,. When | awoke the
tree was full of the finest fully ripen-
ed fruit, and very welcome It was to
me after my long sleép,

“By the way, while I was in Len-
don 1 saw the royal coachman do a’
rather amusing.thing. Whenever he
snapped his whip he did It in such a
way that thé lash formed a perfeft
monogram 4. R. (Georglur Rex) In
the alr. It was rather skillful

“"However, | was golng to mentlon
another litle episode connected with
the artillery, When | was In  the
Prussian army, we oesleged a little
fort, the name of which 1 have for-
gotten. The commander was anxious
to get information as to the affairs in
the beleagued garrison, but the enemy
guarded all the approaches so well
that it was Impossible to send A &
BpYy

“An |dea struck me. I placed
myself alongside of the muszle of
our largest cannon, and as It was fir-
ed ] sprang on the ball. The moment
I was under way [ began to consider;
and [ saw many difficulties. It Is true
that 1 wus certain to enter the fort.
But how could 1 get out agaln? They
might hang me as a spy. That would
never do.

“Just then a cannon

ball came |

leaped from my own to that of the
enemy and returned to my men with
a whole skin, though I had falled in
my mission. | consider myself rather
fortunate. The cannon- balls were
extremely smooth and - it was some-
what difficult to maintain 4 seat on
them. However, all's well that énds
well .
“During this campalgn we fought
sonstantly until my right arm become
customed to smiting ° with  the

sword that for emight days after our
final battle it continyed the motion
involuntarily. I had to tie it down o
my side and leave It that way for tlui
habit to wear’off.

“Habit Is a queer matier, anyway..
For instance. gentlemen, we are all!
in the habit of weelng the moon wane |
soonthly and finally disappear, and
then we think that the so-called nowi
moon Is arriving. Well, 1 can tell you |
differently. At least once the entire |
world was missed by its habit of
thinking that way.

“I was on a visit to the Bhuh of
Persia,' und one evening he entertain-
ed me with his very fine declaration
of Persian moonlight poetry, when
he groaned suddenly and sald: ‘Alas!
there are spols on the moon again.
That is rust from the dampbess of the
season.” Of course, 1 smiled within
myself at the Shah's ignorance; but
he was impassioned about the moon,
50 to do him a favor 1 declded on a
feat that 1 do not hesitats to char-
acterize as Immensely dificult. -

"Not to annoy you with dull detalls,
I succeoded in devising & maching
which enabled us to lower the moon
to the earth. When the Bhabh saw it
coming he ordered all his soldiers to
fetch sand; and whie the civilized
world, with you gentlemen among i,
was not at all

dog pointed a fine coyey, I had only
a moment to deciae. Quickly I load-
ed with powder, aharpened my ram-
rdd, thrust it In, flushed the birds,
walted till they were In Hne and fired,
There were seven birds in the covey.
When | went to see what execution I
had done 1 found the entire seven
neatly spitted on the ramrod. i
carried my game homne that way and
had it put right over the fire and
served on brochette.

“Shortly after that I had another
experience that demanded sudden Ine
genuity. 1 came unexpectedly on |
black fox, It would have bheen =&
thousands pities to damage tfMe syond- |

erful pelt- with a .bullel. The beast|

was standing quite still -beside a great |
oak. Agaln I had 4 happy thought.
I remembered that T had put a mg !
nall into' my pocket to repair a llul-l
ter hut in the forest. 1. rammed it
into my gun Instead of & buiiet, aimed
very carefully and sueceeded In: ac-
complishing my design. The fox was |
neatly nailed to the oak by his tail |
Then I took my dog whip and lather~ |
el him tlll he could bear it no longer |
and finally siipped out of his skin and
ran for his life. !
“You laugh! Yet consider that, aft-
er all, It was due to the lucky circum- i
atance of my having & nall In my |
pocket. 1 was lesa lucky a few years
ago when [ stumbled geross a fine
stig when I had neither shot nor
natl, All 1 had in my hand was & fist-
ful of cherry pits, for I had just beeh
eating that frult. Well, 1 couldn’t let
that noble stag go without an at-
tempt, 8o I loaded the stones into the
gun, fired stralght at his forehead
and— the stag looked at me {roni-
cally and walked gquiletly away.

“It was quite a joke on me, for of
course people got wind of It In fact
after 8 couple of years I was so tir-
ed of having some fellow huanters
offer me & handful of cherry pits
that I hated the very names of cher-
ries. Then it happened that the same
party of us hunted In the same dis-
triet. Buddenly a mighty stag broke
mrhnnd came strajight at us. y What
wag the gurprise of my companions to
see that he had a cherry tree ten
feet high between his antlers! I laid
him low and thus had my roast and
my dessort secured by one shot,

“I did not have even cherry, pits a
few days later when I met a madden-
ed old boar, which ! me at

for & young bireh and

Lg:n my ligs out

_ furjous brute

+the tree, and with such force

that his tushes went Into the trunk
de d ded from
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Iy 1 entered the room haf an hour af-
terward, and what did I see? That
rascally fox had enly been doing what
foxes do so often—shamming death—
and just as 1 eéntered he was in the
act of putting his pelt on again, as if
he were spping into an overcoal.
Well, a bulleg settled him. .

“Foxes remind me of wolves. In
Russla one winter 1| was driving a
single horse to a sleigh just outside
#t. Petershurg, Buddenly a gigantic
wolf came up behind us and ledped
at me. | threw myself flat. and the
wolf, miesing me, fell on the poor
horss, Immediately he began to eat
It ravenously. He gorged Its  hind-
quarters whole, a faet which only re-
doubled the speed of the wretched
animal, 1 ventured .to raise my head,
und saw that e was swallowing the
rest af the horee; . .

“1 stized the whip and began to
lash him with all my might. He leap-
ed forward, the remains of the horse
fell from his jaws, and, of course, left
him stricking in the harness, 1 gave
him no time to think, but plied the
whip madly. Thus we went helter-
skelter until we reached St. Peters-
burg and flew through the gates, to
the really extreme surprise of every-
body. "

*“The next wolf I mel nearly cost
me my life, 1 was without weapons
and on foot. The brute jJumped at me
rrom & dark thicket, and [ ‘had just
time to see his widely opened jaws
before he was ocn me. Involuntarily 1
thrust out my arm, and my fist went
into the beast's gullet. Once in, I
pushed with all my might till It was
in # to my shoulder.

s looked at each other in no
aAmiable frame of mind. I could see
the determination in his eyes (o
Jump at my throat If I withdrew my
arm. From this desperate situation
there was only one way of eacape
that I could see. I gripped all I

Monsieur Wolf
howled and yelled, [ pulled, turned
him Inside out ke a glove,
threw hm wunder some ' bu
where the gardener found him n
m‘mln&.w hur the S‘Iy learn-
cd.ﬂ- littie afaif, -as, course,
1 not mentioned it
*I must confems that I never cared
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buttons, and It happened often that
the heat was mo intense that one or
3«’9 buttons .would meit during the

Y. :

“By the way, one afternecn In the
jungle 1 heard a rustling behind me
and there crouched a huge llon pre-|
pari to leap! I must confess to

face (o face with an Immense croc-
odile that had already spread its hor-
rible jaws to their fullest extent to
gulp me down! -t

“] am sure that Herculea himsell
would have domne wiat [ did in this
terrible predicament. I sank to the
ground, stunned with terror. ‘The
next instance 1 heard a loud crash and
lifted my head. In his fury the lion

jumped ower me and clean into the half

open jaws of the reptile!

» "It was the work of an Instant teo
ltap 19 my feet and hack the great
catl’s head off with my hunting kn
Hardly had the body fallen at my >
before 1 seized my gun and forced the
head down dnto the crocodile's gullet
till it choked to death.

*“When the rest of the party ar-
rived thers was shme astonishment at
the double bpg. We measured the
erocodile on the spot and found that
it was exactly 40 feet T inches long.|
It i now a prized possession of the
great museum in Amgterdam, but J
never go there baecause the shameful
lar who has charge of the exhibits
l& Id the hadit of telling strangers
that the llon leaped cléear through the|
reptile before 1 could kil Bim. To
embellish an adventure thus untruth-
fully is highly offensive to me.

“I can tell you that a great load
fell from my heart when I saw both
brutes dead at my feet. By the way,
I ean show you t load some day.
1 picked it up as it foll and have it
in my collection. It is a red white and
blue stone and welghs thirty-twe
pounds.

“] quite forgot to tell. you that on
my way to Ceylon  we Eopped at an
island where we saw a storm that was
different from any I had seen before.
It tore up trees of enormous bulk by
the roots, and though they weighed
many tons they wers carried so high
py the wind that they appeared llke
feathers floating In the alr. AS soon
a8 the nor;nr l;“tht’:‘%h ;:_10: all feb

rpendica n
:Yncn and took root again. I sald
‘all.” That ia not precisely true.
When the tree was blown Into
the alr it "happened to have on it an
ald man and hia wife, who were gath-
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and cooks them,

“Bo there 13 nothing very marveloua
‘about ‘it after a'l ¢ .

“On t same voyage 1 an ex-
cellent hunting dog aboard. p.:ina day
when our obpervations sho that
We wWere at Jeast a thousand -
:r:;: !gm:. 1 'obun-mll that u'u do

coming to a point n an
agaln. 1 told the )
must be near game of some kind. He
laughed aloud, and others joined him.
Fipally I wagered one hundred guin-
#48 thit we would find game within
an hour. :

“Scarcély had the wager béen en-
tered befors the sailors, who had been
fishing, hauled In & shark of ordinary
sizge. The dog made a dead point a
the sea monster, and I sald: “There
ey frnds and ru

lends and hunting com »
lons, when the shark was wa
found in him six pairs of living part-
ridge! Tha poor hirds must have
been thers g time, for ons of
them was sett on seventsen eggs.
During.the rest of that voyage wé had
fresh game constantly, as one or the
‘other of the partridges was sure to

breed, :

“We hadia most seyere storm dur-
Ing that voyage which is worth men-
tioning. It began with a phenomenon
that [ never observed before. A strong
Wind blew from the east for three
minutes and then from the west for
three minutes, alternating during the
whole night without pause. With
the dawn came a mighty gale 'from
the north.

and then shoot dewn into the trough,
and so on. For that whols mo i
was simply blown from crest to

wuy horizontal line,
ng

weighed many thousands of to
her 500 men and seventy can
“Whemn the storm Was over
dismasted and ulte helpless.
vislons were exhausted and we
getting worried, when sulddenly
erybody sniffed. The alr had a
remarkable aroma. Jt was that
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