in apite of the following story.

4 meyer deal dn vthem;

ot the opium den.

e him on their Hoal
; for when he buys from them
he tries 1o persuade {hem to take thekr
payment eheny.  He bs partial to the
| mllormen they are partia] to him.
1 ‘think he went to sea in his young
. for b is tattoved on the arm
SR s not the best of places for
: ﬁll" Ails wares, Mr, Levy owns, but
¥ 8 pire good place for buying

them,

; *Thure's nobody pilaks up thinks

Jike & sailor,” e bas often told me,

. ye knocked about all over the

and know Nh:'t'l out of‘h:hn
pomman, and when they see & ng
they famoy they generally manage to

EBet i Em they won't carry i past
. &he fArst shop where they're treated
S gair; and as for colleetors, they'll

bome anywhere after once they find
. ‘pou've good stuff and tell the truth
about it."

1 have dealt with Mr. Levy for
Baveral s, and I am bound to say
that I consider hdm a trathful mu]\
L
fesne out when 1 was selling the last
bonful of thinge that my brother sent
hame from Bunmah, and this was the
way of It ]

“Forty pounds for the tor,!' he pro-

need, “and you can keep the joss."
waa 4 gueer lHittie idol with twe
~ it heads.
1 g reckoned on ffty,” 1 sakd. He
pmied. ‘Well, nearly. Maks it
forty gulneas and take the joms, us
- you call &t.”
He tapped bis teeth with his pen-

make It forty guineas,” he
. “but 1 won™t haye the joms. 1
and If 1 were
“pou I'd advise your brother to leave
Rhem alome, the next time you write,
BMoat of them aren't pukka josses, on-
fy shams. but you may happen 1o get
Sapded with a real one.”
“Mome, come, Mr. Levy!™
ed. “You don't mean to
shat you belleve In themn?™
He spread out his left hand and
d it up to me. 1 saw that the
ditle fAinger was missing.
~it's the little finger of a joms now,”
Be stated grimly; "“a god they call

L
il

1 protest-
tell me

“Well" | sald, "I'll \ake forty gul.
neas—and the story.”™

Hea considered thoughtfully.

1 don't suppose it malters now,™
he decided. “It was-a good many

sars ago: but, If you tell any one,
aep names out of it

And this s the story that Mr. Levy
as I have called him—told me in

- fHMe dark little parlor behind his shop:

An American sailor brought it here
in a cab. It wasa life size, and po ex-
Bet to Mfe that, upon my wond, I al-
most thought he wse pulling a body
put of the sack first; and then I
Btood and stared at It and didn’'t say
a word.

It was a man—Ileastways a god—
carved out of a fleshy brown wood
that passed for the natural color of
the ¢ and hands without tvuching
up. The halr was renl halr, black
sid Jong and harsh with age. The
teeth were reéal teeth, too, 1 judged,
though how they were put In the
mouth, which was only slightly open,
I could never make out. The head
peemed to be cut oul of sold blook,
and 1 fouldn’'t see any joinis or feel
thém under the halr. The eyes were
some kind of glass, and I couldn’t
gee how they were put in, either;
gnd another curious thing was that
the clothing was made &f+a dilferent
kind of wood, and where It opened
you could see the flesh bhrown body,
but you couldn‘t find how it was got
over the body or the bodv underneath
it The <loak was hard black wood
carved with flowers—well not exactly
flowers, but figures shapel something
ke flowers, as you #¢¢ In some wall
papers. The hem of {{ was ornament-

with metal beaten in to formn A
ler flowery pattern The sallor
called It gold, but it wasn't It was
8 vompostion of frass, but I've nevy-
er seen the exnot kind before of since
There were buckles of it on the san-
dals. The sindals were just an-ordl-
mary shdpe cul out of yellowlsh wood,
but thn legs were covered with stock-
fngs. which is unusval—stocking carv-
ed out of ebony. and yet as thin as
sllk and inoking ke open lace, xhow-
dng the brown legs through. - The fig-
Ure was Mudtting cross legged and It
had 6 dagger In its right hand, The
dagzer wias steel, very real steel, and
s sharp a5 & razor and engraved with
“.deep cut lines All the engravings
represented portions of the human
baody;  hands and and ears and
noses and fngers and toes and two
heads—one on each slde, The figure
mayn't sound anything extraordinary
from my aceount, but If you'd seen
1! The wordimansaip was wonder-
ful. wonderful!’

“IM's & beauty, t=n't >
paid, when | had looked at
Whtile minute

"Yeou

"What
msked
M Umpo!™ T eald. 1 was a
puzs/ied mypell to Xknow what it was
worth., “How did you come by it7"

“*That's my business,” he a
ed. “But 1I'll teil you this, The
¢AN't togrh me, or you—nol
here

I looked at the man—I'm a pretty
fair judge of men— 1 helleved
him. And besldes, If Lt h Yeen stolen
% this country I =houl heard
of It He'd robbed somy noune
over sti. | made no doubt, and they'd
mever trouhle me,

*What part 4id he come from? 1
Inguircd. “And who is he supposed
t6 he?

“S#u ghave Lo gues that too,” he
ol me.

1 shrugeed my shoulders

‘S Then I'l! have to guess what It's
Eorth” T mid, “and I'm not golng o
‘glieas agalnst myself 1t may
© brth a grest deal—I'm frank with
you—of it may not. I'm not going te
A fancy price on spec.; but I'll

§ it on commission If you like.”

“Commirs! he

: on be hanged!"
g fled.  “T want my money now;
“and when 1 say now I donm't mean to-
. pw, or this evéning, de you un-

freet

the sallor
it flor a

“It's goad.”
for 7

I agreed.
will you glve

Titt)e

have
Jovsin

and 7

Fell,” I sid, “what do you want

o "He mat on the edge of the table—

we were in this room and he sat just

; lded his arms

3" rhe | ® unlikely,” he mald—he

meant u —~*and I've run a risk

.ﬁnl»r;gldﬂm-Nn rur:
Sfertung. - TN tall yoy my price, gn
: five minutes to decide. It's

wirle -- v--'-_'. &'t?.' ‘.“.h ‘m.

who

& - "-l'. ._._

i 8 " ‘-mr
. " he waid.

¥
9

b |

mohey and pald the American suilor
man. Then.! sent Jssac back to the

, “T've bought . Tell
me what you can*

WLy e o

3.

&

“If 1 wouldn't tell you when I was|

polling.” he sald, “it isa't Jikely I'Nl
tell you when I've sold; but -1 warmn
you of one thing. You go for small
profits and quick retyrns, snd get rid
of it as yoon n= you can, and M you
have any brown men come after fl—
men with broad noses lke that'—
he pointed Lo the jess—"and no eye-
brows llke that hasp't,’ and & left
tittle finger gone, like that' has—If
you have them come efter it, you take
whatever they’ll give and ‘¢l sharp.
That's all. Good morning!™ ~ And
he went., .

“Ah!" 1 'sald o myself. “He did
steal it from a joss house. If they're
following “by any Chance——w@éll, I'm
not afrald of any dagoes; byt I don't
want a fuss, T'il put it awey for a
month or so, Wi .they've given up
jooking round 'here.”

8o I stowed 1t in this blg cupbeard
just behind me and didn’t mention it
to & soul for a fortmight .and . told
Isanc to hold his tongue.. He can do
that, or he wouldn't be hers.: Then
I had & call from a strange gentle-
man, a tall, thin, very dark man of
Aot rorty-five dressed all I biack:
the gort who's apent his Yfe Aamong
antiquities till he's grown 1o look a
bit like them., Professor Settél-Lee,
F. R. 8., he called himself. FHe came
In to Inguire about some anglént
Japaness hronges that were made in
England; at least that's what he made
out he ¢ame In for, A lot of them
beat about the bush fAirst.

“Do you guaraniee these?”  he

asked,
1 don't” And he

“No,” 1 sald,
“Made by Hammerton's” he told

smiled,

’

[
|'

he |

me, “some time Jast year,
improved the bronze sinee*™

“That's 11, ] sald, “and that's how
they're priced, If you look,"

“Bo I saw or T shouldn't have come | more,
Now| Who
littie fig-| can’t tell you.

want faked stuff.

m, 1 don't
! took up mome

'these"' —-he

They've | peaceably.”

mitted, -
“Ah-h-h!" ‘he msid

“and if s> it may have been fost. If

I were sure of that”
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“What difference does It make?™ 1| |

asked.

He sat down and looked. at me.

“If they have the finger.” he sld,
“it. will bring them to it. You may
smile, but—well, it makes thiy differ-
ence, anyhow. If I believed that the
finger was Jost 1'd buy the figury for
& thousand pounds!™ }

“Seelng that you cap't know' 1

. "it's & cheap offer. Anyhow, i

you'll tell she what it is I'll advertise it
and take my risk.” 3

He shook his head. :

“You'd be & dead man in a week If
you did! That's why I wouldn't tell
you. The name they call it means—
well, it means peveral things—~'The
God Who Repays' The God Who
Strikes." “ 1t dods or they do, "It s
hard to know how much ls the priests’
doing and how much the god's, Von

Btruymer holds that the priests are| ¢}

hypnotists and the god s only—but
i's nb use talking about it. - I'l make
you an offer, If yow'll put it In your
shop window for & month and if you
have no trouble over It I'll assume
that the Httle finger !s lost _and that
They"—he lowered his volce—"have
lost trgce of the god, and I'll run the
risk and boy It for a thousand pounds,
Otherwise—well, if they come for 18 I
recommend you fo give It to them

‘N‘E“s 4 . —_——

i |

-~

-

.
./

"“Who may ‘they' be?™ 1 asked.
“The. priess?™

“The priests,” he sald, “apd many
All /who owe toll to the God
All' who  have—no, 1

Repays.
If 1 buy 1t I don’t want

| ores and examined them” very care-| you to be able to tall Sbout it, and 1

{ fully

using ' a. mieroscops and

tast- |

trust you not to mention it to any onae

‘ing them with his tongue and hold-| until our business is seitied.™

ing them up to the light and taen
in the ahade—"they are modern

! Japanese forgery of earlier work,” he

pronounced; “but they've used gonu-| ered the face wi
down again.| was nolL supgosed 1o be seen by vulger

J

ine 0ld metal molted
Clever, very clever! They'd take In
many people who eall themsalves ox-
' parip.”

“Ah!" Temald, “They
|then? 1 wasn't sare,
| el

He exphined It o me, and fAinding
| that he knew a lot about these things
{1 thought I'd ask him abowt the

aren't right,
How 4id you

“Fve got a figura ino the back room.™
1 maild, “a .sort of ldol, that I can't
place at all. I wish you'd have a
| look at iL*

86 he stepped In. Before 1'd got
ithe joss hall way out of the cup-
board—It was heavy and took a lot of
Muﬂn'd pulled down thé blinds
of the window and door for fear any

Man  alivet®

Lt
alive

! He stared at it, and his mouth

seemed (0 witer,
:29 :mLknw what it a7 I ed.
oy told me. “1. . Ta

i ons should see,

I
!—w friend, you'd betler not know.

|

|

‘“Vary well" 1 promised.

I put it in the window * Lhe next
orning. Acting on his advice, 1 cov-
a thick well. It

m

eyes, he explained, and ey would
deal better with me Jf I treated it
with respact. It was a god that took
sacrifice he assured mo, and he showed
me that the {t arm was Jointed.

| There was a way to make It strike,

he belleved, but we could not And
The dagger came down just in frong
the crossed jegs, where & :
mult;::: If he knsit &t

it
of

s R e
e Americas i

ke &s peas, and

had both jJost the littie finger of the
When t.r_m{ to
n a lingo that
1 did not understand, though I know

a bit of mest. Then they went off,
Wheh Isane was going to take him
out of the window that night he
stumbled forward and his head wenmt
on his knees and the old joss lfted
his arm, the one with the .
like &' flash. I caught Issac. by the
collar and jerked him back just In
fime. He must have touched a spring.
but we cogild not find it. We wrappad

the dagger in packing before we car«
ried him upstairs. 3]

It seomed to have got on my nerves
and I dreamed 4 good bit about It
that night: 1 thought It was in &
sort of temple with open sides, sur-
rounded by sand and palms, and 'a

lot of brown men were pushing me
toward it and jta vell went up and
its eyea seemed to d

me with & rope. and just as 1
falling T awoke. It was beginni
to get light, and' there the
squatited on the table
put it and the vell

Hi

a“
k6

lgff 355' %
i I

AR

they come back.". e
“No,"" he refused. 1
them to connect me !
stay in your room and
It you MlKe* el :
They came back just after :inli
went through the same  pan ime
a8 before, and when thay
1 went in and asked him

-'dal't wani
i, bt 1'H
jen to them

“Fhey called to you to w doing
to the god so that he d Jift his

little finger and go home ahd when
you &d not do it theay i ta you
“The Neck to the God Who Bmites'
You'd better give it up gnd et ‘ma
mikka the bedt terms Tor you that
ecan.” j

“Terms be —!" I cried In & rage,

“Very well,” he said, “Tive warned
you." Then he went. (

I took the Joss up to my rbom
pgain at night. /I 4didn't get to slesp
at first, and presently I heard a nolse
belgw Q{ld opened my windbw, The
wgoden-Yaced men were trylng  my
lower windows They ran away as
fast as they could go. and I got back
in bed and fell asleep,

I had the same dream as before,
only I didn't wake UIl I had fallen

- .

_::lt Thes| i

‘carved

} Lol | At
o . Ju
they broke as they
1 llhol!"" | k‘ll“:_h;““ 1 almont
Ll - a . . -
danced with delight: I whs younger
then and not so stout. “You'll talk
to them in their lingo as If you we
thé joss and tell them to go off mn
never come back, eh?" ..

L IR

P

“I shall tell them that I that fs,

the joss, as you call it) not
to my finger, They must '
finger to me. They haven't it .oy
would have been here before you pu
him in the window.”

“Do you seriously mean to'say that
& wooden finger would have brought
them to It? Shown them the way?™

“I mean It very seriously,” he sald.
“And If they did find his Mttle NAnger
&t any time—well. the risk will be
mine, if they go to-night, and I buy
it. If they don't—""

“If .they don't” I sald. “so much
the warse for them. I'm not sfrald
of a couple of wooden faced brown

men. ™

%’a asumed that they would maké
an alttempt for it that night. Bo6 we|
414 mot carry It upstairs, but sst it in
the middie of the shop, on a low-
chalr, inlald wih lvory, that
looked like a throne—as 1 rather
think it was; but ' the  binek ' who
brought it ‘dldn’t speak English well,
and 1 could only make out that It was
something to do with a ‘great ju-ju,’

callad Ko-ko. We put a soreen bes th

hind It, and the professor sat behind
the sereen. I hid behind an Indian
cabineét that stood near the door
from this room. It was dark except
for a falnt glimmer from the fans
light over the shop door. The shul-
ters wera up on the door and the
window., The darkness got on my
nerves, and whenever the professor
stirred I jumped. thinking that it was |
the jom moving.

Twelve struck, one, two; them I
heard a faint nolsk at the window of
the shop parlor—the room we're In
now, They were evidently trying to
force the catoh.

“They'll come close by me,” F whis-
pered, “hadn’'t I better move?

“No, no!” he whispered back,
“¥ou might knock something over|
and they'd hear. They can't see you.
They'!l be between you amd the light
—what thers iz Keep qulet.”

T kept guiet, shivering with excite- |
ment: or If It was anything elme it
wasn't from fear of them. Tl own
that T 4idn't fee] quite easy about the
josa,

At last the fastening went back with
& sharp’ “clack,” 'Then the window
wias opened slowly. Then [ heard
them in the room: and then they
grept into the shop and stood just in-
side it, close to my elbow. The glim-
mer from the fanlight showed thom.
They salaamed to the figure and spoke
in soft deprecating tones, and sud-
denly a voice came from it—well, 1
suppose it was the professor, bat it
sounded unearthly and PRl
seemed to be glying orders. n It
stopped turned half round, an if
they were going, end suddenly the
man next to me pounced upon ppe in
the dark and_ almost threw me over
his shoulder into m:w:mmc‘ of ' his
companion. Then h be - me
from behind and pushed ms teward
fhe joss. The veil ;

and the eyos wera llke two bliish
lamps, One of the men put His leg
in front of me and tripped me, 1
went down on my kneés hefore the
thing, 1 saw the dagger golng. up.
My head was pressed upon his legs.
and ‘my left arm was seized by the
wrist and forced forward, .I feit. a
sharp pala in the hand, gnd thqn 2 |
think I fainted, b

When I came to I was.lying on the
floor, bound and od., L could
move a thumb three fngers of
the Jeft-hand) Thete was only a pain
and a bandage im place of the little
finger—uo 1 judged by the feel. The

into &
greal basket with handles. They had
lighted & lamp’ somewhere and- it

shone upon the figure as they lfted
ft, Its Teft side was toward me, and
1 happéned to motice the left hand.
The little finger was complete. :
“0Of course,” Mr. Levy, rematked
when he had finished the stary, “lots

professor and the two wooden faced ‘m“tmlﬂ'-. MURY Ciom

‘| dagoes were lifting the joss

etimes

the violet ring forms In half a min-
after mixing, sometimes not 5o
g.ltls “l:: wel uu:ot to let
1est a few. minutes.
Make the test with ample lightf, lest
the brown ring which sometimes
forme as a résult of the lisn-
ton of the sugar in the miik mis-
;&:ﬂ the violet ring .of formal-

téoth just In front of the frmt
preamolars, one on esdch wide e
nn&er jaw.  Arxiother authority denfes

—

A B B—When & theatrs party is
invjted by one of the gentlemen to

& of a supper afterwards, who
should order the supper and how far
&h u;. ladies be consuited in the

n
A.~The host should order, but he
would be scargely generows if he did

Be

Inm consult the taste of others of the

party. He might make out « menu
and refer it to his friends before or-
dering. Then, if a dish were not
wanted, a subatitute could be suppiied.

G A, L.—What is the ¢limate of
Washington. and especlally of Seattle?

A~Beattle has a mild elimats, and
#0 has much of the Btate. During the
winter months rain falls in o
quantities, but snow is seldom seen,
The gulf stream which sweeps down
the Pacific coast glves Whashington
and Oregon as fing a climate ags can
be found in America.  The pness
of winter Is, however, objectionable to
sufferers from rheumatism and asth-
ma. i

H. F—Is a negro eligible for slec-
tlon to the presidency?

A~Any negro born In the United
Btates w has reached the age of
85 years, ir he has llved in this eoun-
try fourteen years, may be elected
President. It Is simply & question of
getting the neceasary votes.

A. B D—What is the Burlingame -

trealy, and when was It negotifited?

A.—The tru“;y was slgnad  July
26th, 1867. r. Burlingame was
appolnted speclal envoy to the United
‘Btates and the European powers hav-
1 treaties with China. - The treaty
was nolable becayse of Important
privileges conferred upon those na-
tlons and because for the first time
China recognized the principles of
interpational law. :

J. E. R—What is the sclentific ex-
planation of thupder claps?

A~—As commonly explained the

tning

passes

eloctric discharge visible ag 1
heats the air through which it

::‘ by & 'Lln‘{ehn::; violeng -:::nnu

en

of the alr and its rs from end to
end of the flash. is immedlate-
ly met by a ractjon of equal vio-
lence and rapifilty, and thus is pro-
awﬂk&mr?f‘nm-
The - waves of thunder o, nission
iy from a

of the josses you come across aren‘t]ssiirged

the real thing. They're just parior ar-
naménts, o to speak. Bul you never
can tell, and no more josses for me."”
“Pid you ever hear any more of
them ™ I neked, .
* he said, “and I hope I never
shall; but thére's sbme one as 1'd

bet did; and that's thé Amerfean saiiel

or.  Well, that's the story. WH
take the money in notes or gold r-”-'
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