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Many families who have bought cheap pianos, usually through misrepresentation, could have avoided
- this serious misfortune by having dropped a postal card to No. 5 West Trade St., Chatlotte, N. C., the
hern home of the great honse of Chas. M. Stieff.

Those who have not bought and intend to buy will be wise to take this advice. We can send one
of our salesmen to any point in North or South Carolina within twenty-four hours, and one cent spent in
a post card will save you many dollars and be the means of your securing the best piano made. Write
| to-day. Convenient terms if desired. |
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The letter which follo

ten The Observer from the
by Mr. Robert G. Love, former-
l{ort Mjll, 8. C., now employed
in government work on the Panama
canal. His description of the

Zone
ly of

and his conclusions are

Bas Obispo, Panama, May 26.—Ca-
o Dig, dig, dig! Make

nal, canal, canal!
- the dirt fiy!
out! Bhovel it out! ,
Throw it out. Any way

The Americans are doing
where the valleys are being filled In,
the hills removed, the courses of the
turned and the mountains made
here are always things which,
as Shakespeare would say, “Glad the
ear and please the eye'—and vice

riv
low

Get it out!

ncle Sam is
Doing- at Panama

ws was writ-

in huge chunka and driven by the
Canal

controlling hand of man, seem almost
human in their way and fiercer than
a demon in terrific wrath.

All day the hundreds and hundreds
of engines aré going; the drills whir-
ring and pounding In such & way as
to convince even the most skeptical
that some time In the years yet
come the canal will be finished b
Uncle S8am's forces—trained soldlers
of the troples! Great work this!
and with the greatest nation on earth
to back it up it Is sure to end In, tri-
umph.

The French d4jd a great work here
~—th prepared In t wilderness a
way for the canal—but here the de-
fant forces of the hills and the deadly
archers of Yellow Jack brought the
great eagle of France from the crags

work
interesting.

Rush it
Haul It out!
to got 1t ou¢!
it. »+ Herae

4 about

versa ; one
S50 eaes ‘:hn: :e];etnwork that {s still | to the clods and, wounded and suffer-
to be done, an% the enormous piles of | Ing, he ylelded himself to his enemies.

money that are still to

: by .Uncle Sak in order that a water-
- way be made from ocean to ocean
for the ships of all the nations to

peacefully through

making that long and often perilous

and tempestous voyage

Horn, he is convinced that Uncle Sam
fs-up against the biggest and

neive job of the ¥

t work

‘s claims in 1776,

. war against the

with the rapidity and efclency the
: being carried on now,
will take tin;ne untd ton“ n::d b“'m?"
not a few, to m a waler-
x:”lhﬂ'uh these rock-ribbed hills
that link the Andes to the Rockles.
there been 50
{sthmus as at the
Any day It is worth
lars  to one who has

) nd agaln in 1812; wio sout-
r Mexico's armies back In the
and drove Spain homé in "98, is

on the.line of the canal
deadly

Here the r‘oﬂ. silent old ' French
dredges, gll stained with the storms of
the years and with their once power-
ful machinery gone to ruin tell, pa-
thetically enough, as dd the hundreds
and hundreds of little French engines
and dump cars scattered here and
there on every hill and In every jun-
gle, of a at work whose end was
failure and of the ruin of many homes
in sunny France; for many, even to
the poor peasant, put their a8ll, so his-
tells us, Into the canal enterprise
lost. Evorywhere' are the

be expended

Instead of
around Cape

most

ears. Even

to
an
gre

AH, FRANCE.
R Worhout eiie Rer
Joose from worn-out He,
And ‘round thelr leaning smoke-stacks
who thrash- The swallows 1
All lame, and blind and )
‘With bleared and twistod steel;
With lean od boiler,
hills & And q _wheel.
Now shunted the waYS,
diseases com- ‘g‘ e,

for their Jumber that they could de-
mand were the canal finished. 1t is
impossible -to send all the Jumber by
freight acroas the whole United States
to New York and from thence to Eu-
ropean markets, so the voyage around
the Horn is pecessary. On this voy-
age the lumber g damaged to some
extent by the sweating process it goes
through with in the hold of the ships,
because of the change in climate. Of
course there would be the samo
change—the change from the land of
snow-laden’ firs, to troplcal palms—
Fwere the canal -finlshed but the
change would not last so long and
the lumber wotdd not reach European
markets In the mouldy and stained
condition it does now after the long
voyage through southérn seas.

One hag sald that here where Bal-
boa practiced such cruelty among the
natives; where Morgan, the fearless
buccaneer, made his daring ralds and
pilfering, Uncle S8am is doing for hu-
manity & work as great as did Living-
stone” when he went into the heart of
Africa, When the canal is finished,
the trip from ocean to ocean will take
only 12 nours, whilse now the voyage
around the whole of South America
takes at best from five to six weeks,
And often on these voyages even as
the yearly records show, flerce storms
are encountered, valuable cargoes go
down into ths deép, and preclous lives
aAre lost. Such will not be when
the canal is finilshed. The canal when
it is completed will be about Afty
miles In length—that is the embouch-
ures or mouths of the canal are that
distance apart, measuring from the
ends of the deep water jettles on the
Atlantle, whera the tide rises and falls
only 18 inches at most, to the deep
water entrance on the Paclfic whers
the tide rises 20 feet.

At present there are in the canal
sone about 6,000 laborers who have
¢ome from all parts of the world,
even from far Denmark and the “land
of the midnight sun;” from Arabla
the land of fine horges, and Australia,

| of and the boomerang!
greater number of colored In-
borers, however, are from Jamaica,
MBarbados, Fortunes Island and other
of the Waest Indian islands. The
B SR ane” . thoey paceive - S

recelve

highest wages. laborers that
have givenm the best satisfaction so
far as are the negroes from
Island. Great, tall, broad
ouldered fellows they are with
amlable dispositions,

¥

pleasant than for bachelors, for mar-
ried quarters are given free and fur-
niture and all other things that go
to make up supcessful house keeping
are furnished, except food. Drinking
water Is delivered everyday, coal and
wood needed for,cooking Is furnlsned
and electrie lights have been Installed.
Colon, which was once a pest hole of
fiith and disease, Is now a far beller
and cleaner town than ever before,
and the streets which once were places
of mud and foul smells, are paved
and kept In good cundition ‘all the
time. The sanitary revolution that
has taken place in Colon and Panama
Is the marvel of the present time. Ev-
erywhera the corps of workers known
as the mosquito brigade go about cut-
ting out larvae—breeding places of
the amoplicles, or malarial mosquito
Every little pool of witer, aven If it
fs mo larger than a tea cup and every
little stréeam Is covered with drops of
crude petroleum oll which means
death to the yellow fever mosquito.
Everything likely to harbor the mos-
quito in Panama has been done away
with even to collecting and Qestroy-
ing all old rain barrels, or cast-away
boxes or tin cans—in fact, everything
that would hold rain water for rain
water is the special breeding place of
the yellow fever mosquito. This pest
which has been the caute of death
and suffering in past years has been
banished from the canal zone; and
some time ago the officials sent by the
Peruvian government to study the ex-
terpation methods of thls dangerous
specles of monsquito had to go to the
head of the sanitary department and
secure one from his laboratory.
But with all the waste places build-
¢4 by the sanitary depariment there
are styl places in Colon and Panama
wheres foul are the smells of the strest
and where if one walks he walks In
filth. Down at the fish wharfs in
Panamg City, where the fishing
smacks come in, thers are sights the
grussomeness of which and the filthi-
ness of which the mind of man dan

ng the wreckage brought

In by the tides. Here hudrmwzf

vultures gather and scramble

t over the rotten fish—all the

w sulping strennously and kee
themeelves out of the way of t
yof the fisherm

g
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insects with strange shapes, and nolsy
lizards; frigitened and [ntelligent

quanas—hundreds of them; birds with
strange volces and plumage 50 gAYy
that they seem like fragments of a
dizintegrated ralnbow; big trees liter-
ally covered with beautiful orchids,
which set orchid dealers wild with de-
light. Just recently a flagman on an
I. C. C. dump trgin took three or-
chids to the Btates agd recelved for
them from some institute In New York
$250. He was fortunate, however,
in finding a rare species, for on the
Isthmus there aré more than a4 hun-
dred kinds of this lovely flower, But
most of the flowers on the Isthmus
have no perfume, Though beautiful
in color they have no more fragrancs
than the flowers on a lady's hat. This
perhaps I8 caused by the excessive
rain fall here. The ralny season Is
on down here now and It is a land of
yellow leggings, raincoats and um-
brellas—and mud is everywhers. One
fellow in a fit of bad temper caus-
ed by & thorough drenching sald
that in Panama it rains into the bung
hole of a barrel faster than it can
run out both open ends. We smile
at his exaggeration, but when It Is
réalized that fifteen feet of water falls
in ome season, It ean be understood
that there is certainly a ralny season
in Panama, where the fall s not
moeasurdd by inches, but by feet. In
the four years that the Americans
have been working on the canal there
has fallen from the clouds sixty feet
of water. It does rain In Panama! .
'Ms no wgnder that the Cha

river, which Is such a qulet little
stream during the dry season, rises
to such helghts and, with menace in
ita murmur, rushes along with de-
struetive power in the ralny season.
The Chagres river has cost the Pan-
ama Rallroad more than a milllon
dollars when at the volee of the thun=
der It arose suddenly from s qulet
" ng and rushed wrathfully along,
@ Panama Hallroad has cost

more money and more lives than any |spl

raliway of the same distance' in the
world, It took wmix years to lay &

le track from Colon to Panama,
: nee of 47 miles. and cost
5,000,000, And it is mid by those
who have written of those first strug-
gles of the Panama Rallroad that for
every tie they lald a man died. So
many were those killed by accldenta
#0 great was the inroads
o their ran

cost 150,400 men their lives. It
Unpossible for am American, who
not ﬂgud the tropies and had

mo-

4
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rond from Colon to Panama to be us-
ad when the old line Is done away
with at the completion of the canal.

In Panama one sees many quaint
and pioturesque, as well as amus-
Ing and pathetie, sights. Ip Panama
City, where Lhe streels are so Marrow,
Lthe houses are so close togéther that
from the upper balcony lovers could
tell “the old aweet story” with only
B #treet between, And here, also,
where the children of 4 and § years,
“who never have need of clothes™ roll
and run about In the dust of the
streets one can hear the sweel songs
of the Bpanish senoritas and the heau-
tiful tones of the Spanish guitars.
Panamg City I8 the Bodom and Go-
morrah of the Isthguus, and has 500
saloohs, notwithstanding the fact that
whiskey and other |ntoxleants can be
bought at almost every store. Truly
the battle of the bottle needs to be
waged here as it was In Alabama, and
in Charlotte. Panama is just about
the size of Charlotte, N. C., and we
do not wonder that one minister, see-
ing the awful vices in Panama, sald
that the only difference between Pan-
ama and hell was that Panama had
a sea close by and hell did not. Here
in the very shadow of the great
churches ‘are mecret places where
crime I8 committed, and often on
Bundays as the beautiful church bells
chime out men and women and chil-
dren go out to the bull Aghts and wit-
ness that most brutal of all sports,
#0 common to Spanish countries—the
bloody bull fight where the babe In
arms ls carried and to conduct which
the city suthorities send 60 per cent.
of its police foree.

The present City of Panama Is
about six miley from old Panama
that was pilfered and burned years
ago by Morgan, the bucaneer. In old
Punama are many beautiful ruins,
amao them the BSanto Domingo
church which is over 300 years old.
Once there was the sound of joy and
life in this old city, but now the spider
ns his web in her palaces the
night ow! sings his song from her
towers.

Very different from the ruins of
these old palaces are the huts of the
natives roattered far on every alll
always made of bamboa. In bulld-
ing such a hut & few posts are set
in the ground establiah its sime,
tlﬂd :.g these, by means vinea or

£

bark, are attached many hor-
fsontal reeds or Always the
same style of st roof i , GO
sisting  of a t
secured paim leaves and for tals
A ‘mpecies fan-

with a

and often without the use of soapi
but the clothes suffer. They pound &
the clothes with wooden paddies made
for that purpose; rub them with rocks s * &
and always use the large stones in the =
stream for washboards. They pound '
‘em, and turn ‘em and fling ‘em and '
sling and roll "em and twist 'em i}
the clothes are worn thin and oftem = 8
ruined. Then, after it all, thess J
washerwomen, with faces all amiling =
exact prices according to the amount = F
of labor they used In cleaning the 8
clothes and not according to the cons
ditlon the clothes are in. If they
spend three hours in ringing a 60-cent '
garment they wish 60 cents for tha
work. Buch -are the washerwomen
of the canal zone—smiling, simpls
creatures that they are! b b '
Thesa things—all these things that
I have mentioned In this skete ¢
many more besides are interesting to -
all on the canal zane, but one could .
write for a far longer time than I
have and not tell of all that is g
done here. those who :::‘
know more—to those who would get,
& better conception of how Uncle Sam.
s doing things In the “big ditch™—
“Jjust come and see.” ‘There's nothe
Ing like seeing for yourself, you know,
I ROBERT G. LEE.
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Blackberry Pie, 3
Monroe Enquirer. P -
It holds a place in the estimation d;’ =

no other produce of land or sea o
cuples. Blackberry ple b 8 + ol
chism between the milllonaire and the'd
pauper. It is found on the mahogan:
table of ine haughty society lead
and on the oil-cloth covered pine tabk
of the lowly washer-woman, It

on the bill of fare of the grandest hots
and Ia fed to the Inmates
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