is Seen .
. printed - page has weight with
- most people. Black lettets stamped
white paper have compelling
ess particularly if they
wehicles for the communication of
ua or disagreeable  stories
bably average memories hre more
m of eyll toan of good report,
ot from any Inherent mallce in hu-
: nature, but because evll, belng
common, shocks us, and thus
: mnou 4 profounder Impression
X good. From the time 1 began
2o 'plan my trip South untfl the pres-
‘mnt moment no New England acqualn.
. BANce of mine who has expressed to me
' @an opinion or made Inquiry voncerning
ghe Southern factory situation has
to comment or interrogate re-

g some painful phase of It
1 WWhile in South Carolina a gentle-
= man In whose veracity 1 have confi-
dence, president of a leading cotton
5 gaeotory., told me that & natiopal ofl-
. edal, glven to informing himself about
7% ol the affalrs of the natlon, sent one
of his osén Investigators, & woman
and & physician, 1o that State 1o look
into the matter of awbuses In connec-
glon with the cotton mills. Every-
was done, eald my friend, to
Kacilitate her undertaking. Bhe made
an extenslve tour. On returning to
the nationsa! capital she reported to
ghe high officlal. Whereupon, go goes
ghe story, he sald, with his accustom-
off broad geniality, "Those smoolh-
talking Bouthermers have been ham-
you." Tha report of her In-

boosling
svestigations has neter been publizh-
ed.

(i CIVIC FEDERATION TESTIMONY.
? If, after reading these articles, any-
one showld doubt the faulrness of my
presentation of the case 1 recom-
gaend his reading an article in the
onal Clvie Federation Heview of
York for July-August, 1906, en-

ed “Welfare Work and Child La-
in the Southern Btates,” by Miss
Gertrude Becks, secretary of the wel-
department of the Natlonal Civie

ration, Of her the editor of the
Review says, In an Introduction to
the article: “Mlisa Beeks not only

grankly criticlses whers the employ-
ers are at fault, but al=o tells of thelr
remarkable beneficent efforts.  The
! ifications of Mis Beeks for un-
Y ertaking such an Investigatlon are
- ungquestioned. Probably no other
swoman (n this country has had an
wide, practical experience In dealing
awith all phases of the problems con-
pected with the employment of la-
bor, ana provision for its well-being
dn stores, mills, factories, mines or
rallroads—and, in fact, wherever la-
bor is employed.”
SECRECY IN MANAGEMENT.
Some investigators into the copdl-
! #lons of the Southern mills and their
R surroundings have compiaineg of the
unwillingness of the management to
‘ recelve them, or grant them perfoct
\ freedom for the pursult of their un-
dertaking Let me begin by saying
that reticence and even susplcion on
the part of managers under such cir-
cumsiances s only natural Manu-
facturers have their own Iindustrial
secrels, They are usually willing to
admit the representatives of the gov-
ernment wstatisticians, bul these are
under bond of secrecy Manufactur-
ars cannot te!ll what motlve brings
seekera afler information., This care-
fulpess on the part of manufacturers
Is unlverral I found it the same In
Philadelphia and New York, lere in
New England-the premises of the fac-
gories are guarded with special care
Entrance Into mills I8 refused to all
-5 persons not properly introduced In
B! sdditlon to this natursl prudence, a
eertaln gensitivenass has hoen devel
oped among thi inuth on
mecount of hostile criticisin which was
the reward of their fHirst
extended to fnguiriore
: my receant experience there
L' Ay that I hnd not the
: Beulty In entering any
1 was
Is that

thosa of

couriesion
from
anly

dqif-

Spoaking

I not

siightest

mill to whirh

inclined to %o, but my belief

the presidents Wnd superin

Rendents of them will woleome any

properly introduced person whose

Aability and falrness are guaranteed

: Everywhere [ wax met by onrdial

- odwill and the words, “We are glad

0 s8¢ you, and we shall try to show

pou everything. Our conditlons are

not perfect, but we helleve you know

. how they came about and will glve
M s falr treatment™
OVERWHELMING

MADE.

Here are some of the current opin-

. fons as to the sanitary copditions of

. the mill villages: “They live In houses

J pot Nt for beasts" “Tha mill vil-

o $age Is a scction to be shunned like

B the plague.” “Shantytown, vile, dirty,

downtrodden.® "Tubiereglosls ts  of

frightful prevalence.” “When an au-

fopsy I= held, the lungs are found to

be filed with lint” “And this a?-

- mmosphere he breathes and falrly eats

antil

INDICTMENTS

his lunge biecome disrased.”
*Over me vermin has run: I have
killed them on my neck sand arms*
*One doctor 1old me he had ampu-
tated the fingers of more than u hun-
'red bables ™ The factnry eurly
carries bundreds out of e, disvake
pots the remainder.”

This Jooks like a merloys, tndeed,
an almost overwhelming, Indictment
Most of the sMatemenis, too, ure from
B woman, a soclely worman, us she

Derself tells us. and to prove it whe
nforms us that she lald aside cloth-
‘that she had been wearing, to the
of 3447, to put an a $9.45 outfit
beginuing her esperimental
B8 & Wige earper,
® first sentences gquoted ahove,
Pelating to mill viliages and houses,
Fefer ¢o the leading mill at Columbia,
& C. I need no more than set over
Sghinst these hysterical passages a

™ made by the representutives
the Massachuseits Huregu of Sta-
of Labor, page 71, and alluding

e mv&l‘: factary, the largest cotton
LT world:

- A MASBACHUBETTS VERDICT.

. *The mlll owners have provided for
operatives o lMtle clty of thei
with a large department store,
schools and churches, and
is no need for them to leave
de.  There are from §00 to

owned the company,
pee proximity to ore of the
rrent for &0 cents & month

- One man is employed to

o pamgraph, taken from a report al-
I quoted, “Cotton Manufacturers
- = husetts and the Southern |

s it §s, according to
ent, superior to any in the

places of resort for pleasure.
houses are bullt on one model;

ordinarily done omce In three years
As.a rule, they are new, painfully

is usually of recent creation; the trees
and shrubbery are young, the streets
are unpaved, the red or yellow of the
clay or sand which constitutes their
surface is mot agreeable 1o the eye,
and dn appearance they are generally
cheap looking. All this goes without
raying. How could it be otherwise,
at the beginning of 4n industry? Ey-
erything was to be done, and done
quickly and economloally. It was
cheaper (0 bulld after . one model
than after au dozen.

THEY DENOTE PROGRESS AFTER
ALL.

Without maintaining then, that
these wvillages are as good as they
might be, or that they are the ideal
place of residence, let any one visit
a few acore of them, let him note the
difficulties of each situation, and let
him observe what has been done to
improve thelr appeamnce. Afterward
lst him go to the houses and sur-
rouvndings in which the inhabitants of
these villages formerly lUved, and
then 1ot him make comparison. Also
let him consider the mill villages of
South Carolina, with thelr yards,
gardens, broad streets, pastures, ball
grounds, parks and thelr various |n-
stitutlons, in comparisor with  the
slums of our erowded cities of the
North, or the five or six-story wood-

en tenements in which from ten fo
fifty familles exist In some of our
manufacturing centres here, It 1Is

needless to state the inevitable con-
clusion which will be reached.

Om this polnt Migs Beeks wrote:
may be mtated that generally the
premises are extremely meat In the
cotton mill villages, and that only In
the homes of the new arrivals from
the primitive districts are the interiors
of the coutag=s unclean.™

“It

MAKING LIFE MORE WHOLE-
BOME.
The management of eovery mill

which [ vislted is engaged In render-
ing the villuge more sightly, tae con-
ditlons of e more wholesome and
agreeable, and the eoducation of the
people more general and thorough
At one faclory gurdeners were engag-
od setiing out 4,000 roda of privet
hedge, al another trees were being et
out, and the president of this mill
told me that he usunlly spent about
$600 A& year on shade trees, hedges,
grass ard flowers. The older mill vil.
lages are altractive 1o the eye I re-
cull three in particular which are su-
perior In appearance to some of the
ordinary country towns of the coun-
try in which they are located. One of
these has fine, thick hedges along the
streets and between the coltages,
large maples and waler. oaks for
shade, and abundant shrubbery and
flowers in the yards.

Burface dralnage is the rule, though
a few of the corporations have recent-
ly put In sewers, The villages are lo-
cated on rolling ground, to make the
drainage more complete, Tne com-
panles cvlean the streels, and see to It
that the premises are kept free from
rubbish and fith. A little instruction
and the example of the wolder resi-
dents of the villages operate well on
the recent comers In many of the
villuges thers are one or more model
men in charge of thea Y. W. C.
cally, as an operative’'s house might
be, to which the women and children
are invited The examples afforded
by such concrete {llustrations are nor
wasted. 1 vislted many houses, and
Inoked into others through the open
doors, for the weather was warm, and
not only are they beller Kepl, motre
convenlently and comfortably fur-
nished than | expected, but In & man-

cook and sew. The evil of bad cook-

As to the “frightful prevalence™ of
tuberculosis, there seems to be no
ground whatever for believing that
there I8 more disease of any kind In
the mille or mili villages than else-
where In the same localities, except
that epidemics can be rapldly spread
there {mvnuw of the mingling of the
preople In the factories; but thiz can
be sald of all manufactories every-
whers and of every kind, that bring
people into proximity in the same
builldings, " The statement as to lint
fniling and choking the lungs cannot
be substantiated. IF It could e, It
would not show that any particular
cotton milla are hurtful in this re-
spect, hut that all are 1§ 4 !h“_\'_ had
been 2o deadly on this account. would
not our philanthropists here In New
England have discovered the evil in
our awn milis?

A FACTORY I8 A DIRTY PLACE,

1 found that the air in the Boutnern
mills was nop warse than that in those
nf New England with which | am ac-

who,
recelve

weak Jn cotton mille; and
as | am able 1o uscertaln,
srrious injury from thelr

no

fining and tedidur, that the
phere I8 full of dust, that there
coaseless noise, while the machinery
is running, particularly In the weave
rooms, none will deny. A factory s

room, DOor a lawn party. Prople go

Iin the cotfton mills dn #0 Decauss they
must. not because they ke the career,
and they are incapable of dolng much
olse. Experience teaches that both
hese and in the 8outh the factories do
not crush and destroy, but that they
discipltne and develop, and that when
the social, religious and intellectoal
opportunities keep pace with Indus-
trial progress, the children of the first
operaiiveR frequently obtaln sldswhers
what to them seems betler smploy.
ment than the factory affords
Not many of the Southern mmillls
records of yital statistics, Dut an

Factory villages are not consplen-
ously beautiful, according to my own
views, based upon those which I have
Seen. One would not select memmu

e
they
are palnted the same color through-
out any given village. The pamlmting is

new, for all connacted with the mills|

| boys and girls about whom 1

of more than one h -
les,” already ‘mentioned, %Iy
know what to say. Does such & siate-
ment need to be denled? Does any
sane persen belleve that bables work
in miHe?  Does any one who knows
how carefully modern cotton mill ma-
calnery is constructed, how entirely
all the parts of the mechanlsm are
vovered, with a view to insyring the
safety of the employes, credit such a

| slatement? [ had such stories as ‘his

I &
| tramping through miils. [ Jooked out

| for the fAngeriess,

mind_ during my weary miiss of

legless,
deformed
bhud
heard 80 much. 1 kept my uyes
dpen In the mills, 1 assure you, as
well as in the schools—where 1 say
p.enty of chilaren ¢ld enough o re
a. work—and on the streets and play-
grounds. L

In general I found the toll:x ®&l-
vAl, monts of the factorles in  bud
condition for lack of adequite ventila-
ten ard tanitor service, altl..agh..n
mosy cases there is ample pro¢rion
in ¢ irer respects, To remels the
present defecls the unremitting
cats ¢f the management will be nec:
vieafy, as the operatives thé.nilves
#re iercusably careless. Elwwartars
are not provided for the help. While
hey would be a great assi: stoy v
ithe girls and women, the pribebili-

armless,
ge¢nerally mutilated and

‘ty is that they would not be exten-

sively used, ps al]l desire to walt until
the last moment and enter the miils
with a rush, In such numbers that
even # reasonably adequate elevator
service could not ake care of them.
On+ commeon nulsance that ought to
be abated I8 that of the great steam
whistles by which the operatives are
aroused In the morning, and the work
in the factories regulated. They can
be heard for from flve to ten miles,
A: a painfully early hour In the morn-
Ing—4:50 at this season—they blow,
and some of them keep this up for as
much as five minutes, until a perion
unused to the nolse Dbecomes falrly
frantle at such useless and wanton

laceration of human narves, all of
which Is needless and the result oI
mere custom.
A8 TO VERMIN.
The statement as to vermin being

present in the homes of operatives Is
doubtiess true. There are several
specles that are familiar to the inhab-
Iltants of mill villages, especially to
those situateyd in the lowlands, where
the climate s warm and damp. Taoatde
pests are thevitable in warm climates
among the uncleanly, whether In city,
town or country houses, The manu-
facturers therefore are hardly to be
considered responsible for their pres-
ence in the villages atiached to Lhe
mills, tavugh they could do much to
Improve maltters by carefully plaster-
Ing all coltages, kecping ths walls
sound, cleansing and disinfecling ev-
ery house as soon as vacated, and en-
couraging the people to use an abun-
dance of bolling water, soap and In-
gect powder In a number of the vil-
lages the walls of the houses are plas-
tered with a wood fiber composition
that Is entirely satisfactory, and
which, because of its hardness, may
be readily and repeatedly washed.

I am convinced that the statements
purporting to #show that work In cot-
ton factories produce the so-called
mill pallor, anaemia, geéneral listless-
ness, and subsequent breakdown are
wholly erroneous and contrary to tae
facts, I go even further and assert

cottages, occupled by the young wo-
A

work, furnished simply and economi-

Boston who spend some Afty hours a |
8o far |

occupation, |
That work In a ootion factory Is con- |
atmos- |
in|

i mills to such & degres that the labor
a Tactory everywhere; not a drawing-

there to work They are paid 10| fgrmful to married women and moth-
work Many other occupations ' are| apq than 4t is to bo or even girls,
disagreecable, some palnful, BOme | of twelve years and upward, 1t is
dungerous; but most people  mus | trye that to the latter constant labor
WOrk. and most of them engage Ib|j, g cotton mill means posaible loss of
the casiest and most pleasant they| aqucationsl opportunity: dut to the
can get and hold. Those who work | former It frequenily means loss ‘of

that, In the maln, those who come
from many localities Iin South Caroli-
na, North Carolina, Georgla and Ala-
bama, to work In cotton mills and
live In the villages attached to them,
Ealn steadily In healtn and strength
from the moment of taking up their
new occupation and life,

THE HOOK WORM DIREAEE.

The one chief afiment from which
Bouthern mill operatives, |n common
with many others of thelr compa-

ner which ghowed thelr OWNErA CA-|,r0s suffer has not received proper
pable of development. Bchools of a0-| .onoiqeration hisherto. 1 allude to
mestic sclence  exist in  connection | .. 4 i irensing and  destructive un-
with the Y. W. €. A. establlahments. | 000 (hook woarm disease), which
Girls and young women are laught (o probably creates greater ru\'“l" in the

Boutheastern States than all other dis-

Ing, eommon enough among the peo-| ! .
ple of the mills in the old days, Is| "4%°% combined. The government s
thus heing corrected. The matter of | about to lssue an exhaustive bullet-
dresw will 1ake care of itsell-—with | !N on this subject An article from
educintlon, fashlon papers, money, | !he journal of the Houth Carolina
clecirlo cars 1o take the people whera | Medical Assoclation, .y Willlam Wes-
they can Bes others, the American| 00 M. D, of Columibla, 8 C, a
feminine mind will look out for |.h--| practitioner of standing and much ex-
rest perience, appears elsewhere in this
' - : issue of the Transcript.
I BT AT . v )
'tk STATUR OF TUBERCULOSIS Dr. Westost says further, in re-

gponse to & communication addressed
to im on this subject

“1. The anasmla which 1 have ol
servidd in the cotton mills and other
| manufacturing establishmens 18  al-
{ most invarinbly due to uncinariasis
| (hook worm), and not to malaria, or
to the Inhalation of linl, etc., as is
clajmed by many

g 4 Even without specific treat-
ment, infected persons seem to Im-
prove after removing <{from the coun-
try disiricts to the mill villages, be-
| cnuse the means of the further In-
fection 18 removed, the hyglenic con-
ditlone are better, thoe food condl-
tlong are better, and the homes are
better In the mill village2 than in the
| country

. I have not found any cases
to nave originated In

[ .79

thut appeared

’th-- mill villages,

“4. From an economiec standpoint,
the disesane In easily cured, and 1 be-
Heve It would pay the managers of
manufacturing establishments, which
discase exleis 10 have those suf.

pres . the

quolnled e sme mmelhods  of !

manufacturing and  ventilating  are | fering from !rvalo{l'“nt the expensa

common Lo them all There are thou- of the establishmenita

sands of people within a few milea of A score or so of companies are|
now taking steps to carry out these

ruggestions, by building modern hos-
pliale, and employing poaysiclans and
thoroughly trained nurses for the free
treatment and care of thelr opera-
tives

LABOR OF WOMEN HARMMUL.

Public attention has been centred
| upon the labor of children In cotton

of women has been overiooked. In
my oplnlon, cotton mill work » more

health, us well aa curtallment of op-
portunities for domestic and material
ministrations. Thirty-séven per cent.
of South Carolina operatives In 1500
were womaen, according to the United |
States census taken that year, Hmr-f
eyer lameniable this be, It ought
not cause us to lose t of the fact
that 43 per cent. of Lhe operatives of
Massachusetts were women In 1908,
according 1o the Satisties  of  our

State bureaun. mwmun of wlo-
decreased In

THE $0-HOUR
LOBR

However
in cotion factores during

& gAYy, -0r 59 a4 week, in sSouth Laro-
Jind, Py & law enacied In 190i, and
now operative, knteéring into or en-
fine of from 3$ib
Ihis does not Include mechanics, en-
gineers, firemen, walehuen, team-

manutacturing departmenis,

and from 6 a. m. untl] 12 M. on Sat-

of themselves If a thread

operatives ordinarily
of 20 or 30 minutes.

run during the noon hour,

eratives, even |f
¢lined to break It
mlill president who

prople of his villege sald
there s no mill In the

reasons which | have glven.
MILLS DO NOT
8o far

At night

run at night.
night wark, and the

Interlor,
and

always
rest,

product is
chinery needs

machinery when
have control of
ground o

L.

women and children at night.

put out a pathetic story of a

visited was the scene of
posed tragedy
attention to it
he had to =ay.
have been connected with
fram the day In which the

was broken for the erection

and ansked him wha
He answered:

BRO,

would
statement

and who
this

heginuoing,
to substantiate
mine.”

THE STATUS OF CHILD LABOR.

Ages of 12 and 14 Workin
Mills of South Carolina—
culties of the Sltaation,

matter of child labor, the
of which has been posiponed
this time with the
the previous Information
been set forth
the wvillages,

in Southern mills.

I present a few of the random
»Ome Years,
I shall set
be the facts.
to present the result of my own
vestigation:

1. It Is stated that
work at night, thus arises the neces-
sity of “throwl
faces of the chlldren to keep them
awake." I have explained that only
the very exceptional Bouthern cotton
mill runs at night. Miss Beeks coln-
cides with this view,

2. "Do you
milis In South Carviina to-nlght,
we sit here, little ehlldren are work-
In
children, spome of whom are not 6
years old?” As 1o “to-night,” aee
above. While thinking
paragraph 1 called up an ofMcer In
one of the Massachusetls mills and
asked him as to what he thought

forth what 1

in-

6 ysurs work at looms. He answered
“That Is clearly a misstatement; it
is Impossible.” It should also be
noted that é-year-old chlldren cannot
be profitably employed at the =spin-
ning frames.

3. “Children are half starved,

stunted and deformed.” I saw no
such <hildren and 1 examined some
thousands of them, though they were
to be found mainly in the schools, or
on the sireets or play grounds. An
to belng “half starved;” i they were
a0, thelr parents alone were blam-
ahle.

4. “No <hild who has ever work-
ol in mills has ever léearnod to read
and write." Mr. Kohn, already
mentioned in a previous article, who
made & tour of the mllls of 8outh Car-
olina, earriad a tablet and secured
autographs of children in mills and
their villages. He says “about the
only children I found who could write
thelr names, and in comnection with
some little pentence that 1 asked them
to put on my pad, were those who had
come into Bouth Carollna from nejgh-
boring States. At every child
1 asked to write on my tablet could
do me. AL all that 1 asked
conld write with the exception of one
little chap™ He called the nhmes
of the mills In both these cases; but
1 prefer not to do %0, as I am not
mentioning any mills name. I am
acqg with each them. Miss
Beeks entirely refules the statement
that mill children do not learn to read
and write, \

SCHOOL n“%‘&m STATIS-

As bearing on this point, the fol.

lowing facts are eat . More
one-half of the hﬁlh

A WEEK _LAW
YED. L=

long the hours of labor
tne JPpasl,
they have been reduced tw ten hours

egainst 25.7-per cent. in the cotton
mil Thesa

for¢lng & contract for jonger aours
i a unlsdemeanor, punishavie by a
to $1Uv, or impris-
pnment for pnot more tnan thirty auys.

sters, yard employes or Merical force,
but only operatives working ln ;:e

‘ne
common practice throughout the State
at this season ¢ to run Irom 6 &
m. until 12 m., and from 1 p. m. un-
til 5.48 p. m., for five days cach week,

urdays., All the mills distribute the
60 hours per week in guch & man-
ner as (0 give a Saturday half-holl-
day. Occusionaily some of the auto-
matic looms are permitted to run dur-
ing the pnoon rest hour, as they stop
breaks.
Since this is piece work a few of the
men, return to
the mill to tend them after an absence
This Is doubt-
less the orlgin of the story that mills

In answer to my Inquiry as to
whether the 60-hour law is violated, 1
was Informed tnat it is not The

violation of this law would be too ob-
vious and easily proven, and too en-
tirely oppesed 1o the will of the op-
managers were in-
A South Carolina
hus spenl more
than $30,000 for the betterment of the
he thinks
Btute walch
would dare to vivlate this law, for the

RUN AT NIGHT.

None of the mills that 1 saw run
as | was able to
learn, not above hall a dosen Bouth
Caroling mills have ever attempted to
Tne operatives oppose
manufacturers
say that it does not pay as the night

the ma-
there s &
tendency to neglect the care of the
two different shifts
Thus falls to
whole famlily of misstate-
ments regarding the working of men,

A well-known writer and publisher
little
child working through the entire night
in & Southern mill, and needing to be
forced back to the machines. It hap-
pened that one of the mills which I
this sup-
I called the president’'s

vy
this mill
ground
of the
first building, more than twenly years
I am willing to make oath that
no mill of my company has &ver run
i slngle night, and 1 can produce dos-
ens of operatives, now living In this

village, who have been here since the
be glad
of

Probably 1,700 Children Between the
in the
Difi-

I am now prepared to take up the
dlgcuaslon
until 4
thought that all
which has
regarding, the mllls,
the origin and customs
of the penple, and hours of labor In
grneral, would ald Lo & beller under-
standing of the position of children

opinions which have been current for
#ide by side with them
helleve to
Then 1 shall proceed

-the children

oold water into the

know that In your
ns

at the looms and frames—Iittie

over this
sory eduecation;
of birchs;
registration law, which does not ex-
Ist wo-day{ (4) and the ralsing of the

about the statement that chlldren of
age at which persons

eotton factorles
saw children in every mill usually
employed In
departments, save the pilcking rooms.
The girls were engaged in spinning.
and /the boys in the same occupation,
or i{n sweeping, dofling
I saw a féw children who seemed to
me to be under 12 years of age.
one¢ spinning room I saw perhaps 25
giris and boys who appeared to be
between 12 and 14, and possibly a
few under 182.
saw no children whom 1 judged to
be under 13, The great

to ascertain the
parent who s wii to put & young
child below the

of Spartanburg, 3
23.5, and of Dnla

countles f-tl’.'
:ﬂlt.\o! 6.40 In

factorles, ought o be set _

AP ot g o

un [
Orangeburg, Sumter, am ma-
the State;

}.‘no'uuo mutz:rlill e b

n orry. urg has
a school enrollment of 28, pa;.‘c!nt.
of lts population, Bumter 21.5, Colle-
ton 18.4, and Ho 24.2 or an aver-
age for the four countles of 21.8, as

counties, statisticsa are
taken from the South Carolina hand-
book for 1807, prepared by a State
officer, who would hayve no ocomsion
to. juggle the figures so as to favor
a.nz community or intsrest.

. “The ecotton mill child can not
develop to the strong, normal work-
Ing man or woman" Thousands of
strong. normal, working men and wo-
men who began their careers in eot-

ton mills as children are to-day lving

on the farms, in the towns, and in the
mill villages of South Carolina,

z 6. “Children kicked by overseers.”
Sometimes he takes the children
Out of chelr beds, and dbrings them
back to the miils,” These stalements
Are not applicable to the general
situation. There may be brutes em-
ployed as overseers; nut they are ex-
ceptional.

7. YA chlld in a mill never speaks
to anyone." Naturally loguacity by
employes I8 discourased. A mill is
not a sewing-bee, Yot the children

whom I saw in the mills were ready

to bow to me, and smile, or chat
when 1 encouraged the to do so,
Outside the mills they were some-

times uncomfortably demonstrative,

8. “Here and there totters a litile
child, just learning to walk: It runs
and crawls the length of the mill.”
The allusion 8 to o= baby whose
mother was at work in the splaning
room. 1 have already spoken of the
lamentableness of mothers’ working
in mills This case of a child of
tender years playing In a cotton fac-
tory while its mother worked may
hive been witnessed. If vo, it was
distressing, but exceptionul. I saw
nothing of the kind.

THE LAW AND ITS8 EXCEPTIONS

An enactment of the UGeneral As-
sembly of South Carolina, which be-
came effective in May, 1905, stipu-
lates that “no child under the age
6f 12 ycars shall be emp'eyed In any
factory, mine, or textile establish-
ment of this State, save as herein-
after provided.” If the law had
omitted the worls of the oxcoptlion,
it would have been niore effecilve,
though Its rigid enforcement would
perhaps have wourked occasional
hardship. The exceptlons are In the
cases of children under 12 years and
over 10, whose widowed mothers or
totally disabled fathers are depend-
ént upon thelr earnings for support,
or of orphans who must live by their
own exertions. This law, lame as |t
is, has improved the situation to a
marked degree. Btill, there are prob-
ably as many as a thousand to 1.200
children, between 10 and 12 yedrs of
nge. workinzg Iin the cotton factories
of South Cardlina, This Is an esti-
mate only, basad on the statistics of
the Siate commissioner, but a fair
one, I think. The managers claim
that all those children have present-
ed certificates from magistrates, stat-
ing, upon the oaths of parents, guar-
dians, or “persons, standing in loco
parents,” that they come within the
provisions of the exceptions noted
above. This may be true! 1 trust It
is. " The difficulty, however, is that
the law !s weak, and that it takes up
the matter in the wrong way.

The only child labor law that would
completely cover the case would
make it & misdemeanor with penalty
to admlit any child to a mlill, on any
pretext whatsoever, who is not of 12
years or #ome other stipulated age.
As |t ls, parents may take advantage
of the exceptions provided by the
law, as likewlse the managers, If they
will, Agaln, yvoung children whose
names do not appear on the pay rolls
may be found in mills helping the
older members of thelr famlilies, who,

as they are pald by the plece or
“side,” recelve the additional wages
in their names. Besldes, this law

like all others aimilar to It takes up
the matteér at the wrong end. Only
by compulsory education and a child
labor law can this matter be regu-
lated uniformly and falrly, A com-
pulsory edusation law applies to all
children, and operatss among the

farmers, mineras and factory employes
alike.

South Carolina has not a com-
pulsory education law, no inspection
of factorbes and other manufacturing
establishments that comes within the
provisions of tha law, no registration
of births, and hence commonly no
way of establishing the age of any
person,

MILL OWNERSE FAVOR COMPUL-

BORY EDUCATION.

It will be interesiing to know In
this connection that the Cotton Man-
ufrcturers’ Association of Bouth Car-
olina s ecommitted 10 (1) compul-
(2) the registration
(3) a marriage license and

may marry.
Many manufacturers are opposed to

the employment of very young chil-
dren,
on
grounds; yet they find It difficult to
accomplish any considerable
without & compulsory education law.
Numerous cases exist where manag-
ergs who refused the request of par-
ents to employ
the services of the familles, as they
at once went to another mill
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result
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THE CHILDREN AT WORK.

In my tour through those Bouthern
which 1 visited, I

all the manufacturing

or stitching.
In

In one or two mills I

age to work In

e T ) Ay,

ground of expense, A

tion law, which is sorely
bear fruit on
one will dou

after some m: !
The presence of children in schools

which will be fully exhiblted m

next article on welfare work and pro-

hibition, will show still more

how the eondition of mill children in

Bouth Caroling !s being constantly

(Incorporated)
RICHMOND, VA.

The Monroe Doectrine
Guarantees the integ-
rity of the nation,

dipped Roofing Tin
guarantees you the best
roof you can buy.
Write for Prices.
Architects Specify.

911 8. Eighth Street.

! Buropean Flan
PO 108 Cha e Tor lwa Sad Rpwrd.

PRIVATE SANITARIUM :

and your eraving for liquor is
gone if you takes the

McKanna
Cure

DISEASES OF WOMEN

FASSIFERN
Lincolnton, N. C.

aratory home school
or young girls.

P
MISS KATE C. SHIP
Teacher’s Diploma,
Cambridge Universit
England.

Address during summer
MRB. A. C. McBEE,
Linecolnton, N, C,

There Is none likse it offered
anywhere outside of
McKanna's

No Dangerous
After Effects

Call or write
McKANNA 3-DAY
CURE CO.

‘Fhone 184,
Reldsville, N. O.

The Davis White Sulphur Springs

HIDDENITE, N. O

“Annex,” Newly Furnished;
Bewerage, Cold and Hot Baths. Fine Mineral Waters—White Sul-
phur, Iron and others, On Southern Rallroad from Charlotte
Taylorsville, 60 miles northwest of
Two through trains dally from Charlotte, leaving Char-
lotte 7:16 a. m. and 5:15 p, m. Near foot of Brushy Mountains,
about 1,100 feet above sea level
Bell ‘phons connection

New Hotel and Eleetric Lights,

miles west of

Location. Good Physi-

clan Iin Hotel. Board ' for May,

June and Septamber, $13 to $26 per month; $6 to 7 per weapk,
and July and August, 38 to 39 per week, or $13 to $83 per month,
Write for Illustrated Booklet

DAVIS BROS., Owners and Proprietors.

HIDDENITE, N. Q.

Pure Food Law and Drugs Act.
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