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. Josle s there too, but she'

; s bed as u sleeplug

; lon. Josie is anxious to sing:
@1 lsn't. That's the difference be-
‘Wwesn tine pexes.

o tell the truth, the two have had
some litte trouble this morning—but
ot with sach other, O no! Bill wrote
a mote explaining tarngs somewhat in
dstall and begeing that she come out
of bondags, which should end precise-
Iy at the flar rail Beside the straw-
berry patch; end, ir s&he chose (o
come, wouldn't she please wear his
Merry Widow? Josle chose to go de-
spite papa. wno followed, arguing,
threatening, cursing When he had

fie almost ron far, Jorie ordered him

k ! strawberry pie, ‘where-
upan ha told her to go to the devil, |
and then want back. All the way to|
Lickskilliy she quarreled awrfully wita

Bl but when they had arrived at ths

plnging grounds she brightenad up
wonderfully, and, got ready to sing,
Just = If things wers only too monot-
anous.

Ang right over there sits somebody
else who Bill guesses 1s slightly per-
turbed. 1t's LickskKiLilt 8 new
‘squre. Hes got nis nrst job, Waen
recess is given, e must hie down lo
the epring and unite Lhe aforcsaid
coupla In matiimony, & he louks
exactly as if he cant nk up the
geramony! True, not mahy Know of
the . thing yet, but oi @ Lhe cnlire
eoncourse will get wise, und will hur-
ry after, and wil make tae fall
o his*nrst caw Speaking mildly,
things are in @& mess

In due time the twa
propriately seated In ITE bullding
which serves bnth s sLhGohoube |
and church in the ol ekl |
munity. The contest on: & sing-or-
die look I on every nger's face, and |
the gongregatio nas settied into a
quiet, nerve-try| lrens Ihere are
no chosen Juages for thoseg so often
fall 1o judge In ac nce with pop-
wiar opinion; nor was wny sort of ver-
dict expecied to be announced ’I'.'ul|
c¢holr which can commlit the more |
crimes In the name of music, and
make the other choir look paler, and |
tremble the more, that choir will com- |
pliment the other choir and gl'u(i-_A|
fully appropriate the verdict |

In the brief silence Bl suffers
much, Will not something happen to
relieve the Intensity of the moment?
Anything, no matter what! For he
and Josle are separaicd now, he with
the bass, she with the sopranv, and
she may grow tired and penitent |

The singing begins. ERypt lu|
courteously mllowed to sing first. Jo-
gle’'s warbling volce I8 heard wbove all
the rest, Its broud resonnnce being the
Mfe of the sopranc and the despalr of
&ll who had hoped ror Lickskillt vie-
tory. Happlly for the bass, it Is just
expecied to grunt along and touch the
high places, as |t were, so that the |
soprano may be the whole thing
Bill's volee belng admirably fitted just
now for this sort of performance, the
few who notice It doubtless think It
trembles thus, not pecause he can't
help it but because he has had train- |
ing In the new school

He glances at Jogle. She's just as
serene ap ever, also she'a Just as rua;'l
a8 ever., There are dowens looklog
amorously at ler, If it's very long un-
til recess, its |ndeed probable that—
that Just anything will happen,

"T'is an hour lawr. The contest I8
now at its helght. The leadgrs wave |
thelr arms wildly, so tnat the classes
spurt the notes yet louder; or the
Jeaders move their hands lrembling-
ly so that the storm sinks into the
gentleness of an organ master-touch-
ed. These calms are especlally swent
because they are so rare, Most of the
time the bullding shakes with its bur-
den of melody. and one s apt Lo sitop
one's ears, and o cry for qulet, The
babies yell and sob, while dogs bark
and Aght right under your feet, “We
phall rise.” aver the buass, now In the
fead; “bow-wow, vap-yap!" go the
‘O‘i, and the bables say things mean-
while whith we can't repeat, nnd nae-
emarily the music hecomes secondary
It 18 hot—s0 hot that rivulein of per
spiration are making channeln |
through milady's palnt and wiiting
the few collars which arr not rcellu
Inld. Every spectator, unless we fx-
cept magistratus |z anxious that re-
cépa bs announced, but the choristers
have hecome 80 enthused thar neith-
#r thinks he can afford to quit just
AN things are at thi:s jJuncture

LAckskillit starts another piece In
which the basg are expocted to do
stunts, "We have heard they begin,
"G ar-ur-ur-e4." mocked 4 dog &0 gim- |
flarly that the house 5 drowned In|
laughtor. , |

“Bay."” cal's an Egyptian wagx soon |
B8 gulet has heen partially restored; |
“aln't i whout time we nz drying - some
Tdckskillit chickenst”

The houss in in an uproar {nr sev
aral minutes foliowing thiz brilllant
aally,

Will the thing never end? gay, Bill
ipple i= on the verge of inftantaneous
and Irretrieveshle collapse If they
hold much longer. Josle's gnod humor
Wrill return, and she may call the wed.
ding ofl, By the way she's enickering
mow, if they don't stop now, It's all
Up sith Biil Ripple

Bomebody rises—perhaps to ask for
faaiournmoent unti] 1 Gond Bur
Shudks! It's Squire McKinney, who's

t ‘¥ 'certaln 10 make a speach ab

S risen: Came to Lickskiint for |
“mo othep. purpose, of courss. Thers!
He's rejoloing down in his heagt that |
’ a8 wall with us as what |t is

Hre the pure in heart for they

i H'Lbod- Wea had orter come
good purpose, fer If we

ing will all bs null and

that's about all he had to

y.  Buc while he's up he b'llevedq he
> woud say Just come over here to
'J‘ha thess falkp they ;0rier beware o
- waolves in shagp's clothing. There's
“fnlae doglurtis g the world, an® some
falks alr fetcaln’ 'em In here, an’ our
. m-‘ff heing earrupled by the |
- : AN the old ship o

feilow

cholrs are ap

ttle ¢goin- |

: Nt b lounder. Bruthern,
. ever w;&w QoINS AMONE s,

Mim oue ke we donn
ovar n Egup, #n that's
1o sxy. But afors

M orter say he b'-

last days. Brother

le man as we've

"~ home to'other

e 1 wuz In

ger'n the moon,

o = A
11

| of trouble

{ he, to

| thme

I in the

thought he tould would try to make
i Spede ow that apeecn-making was
started. Yes—another was up, & young
man who Bill bet would #say a speech
that filled a book.

“Ladies and gentiemen,” the youth
sald stridently, “in view of the fact
that everyons but “Squirs MeKinney
ate an early breakfast, [ move thal we
now take dloner in the grove.”

At Iast the time had come! Bill
must take the tide whicn had served,
Getting Lo the door, he walted for Jo-
sie, gnd when she came he winked at
magistratus and startied toward Lick-
skillit's spring All the youngeters
who saw understood and followed,
Baskets were kicked over by thé hind-
most ax they ran after the foremost;
mamma® who were ppreading clean
linen on the grass, and goodiss on the
linen, lnoked after aghast, unll) some
papas had whispered the magleal
word “wedding:"’ then all these elders
sat down to walt beside the untasted
dinner.

The youngsters were at the spring
Josie and Bill weres standing togeth-
er, whiille magistratus. holding a fut-
toring document In his hand. Jeaned
agalnst the spring-house for support.
The spectators were all slient.

"State n' North Ca'lina, Yancey
began the offficer, “author-
lzea me 1o unite these—er folks in the
lawful bonds o' holy wedlock."

"Siudy now, "squlre, Aon't rit
skeernd.” advised somebody

“0) 1an't he a preacher?” almost
ecrramed Josle “1'Il never he mar-
ried by & horrid magistrate, 1 never,
never wili!™

“But
any." expostulated
squlre*’

“No, he
rird by a

county,”

“Go ahead,

Bill.

I'I! never he mar-
'l never,

won't:
horeld magisirate,

| never wili!®™

‘Pon’t hlame ye,”” sald magistratnus,
wlad to loss the joh. T don’t think
{t's right for anyhody hut a preacher
ta marry folks nn Sundav.™

“Tut wherh {n the warld can we git
A preacher?’ That's what poor Elll
snid

“0, Tipton will
evening. He onlln

he over here
this his Sunday

school, and he'll bhe here to teach the |

legson ar bhumt. '

The crowd thereupon dispersed
The next best thing was dinner.

Various comments swere made upon
Josle and her conduet, but all agreed
that so pretty a girl was worth a lot
My, wasn't she Jjust che
pruttiest girl in the county? Bet Bill
Ripple would have a time, though, if
he didn't let her do as she pleased

Bill was stunned, He stayed at the
spring untll all were gopne. Doubtlesa
he'd have stuyed there much longer,
if Josle—really he ddn't know she
wias with him—hadn’t ordered him
back to the house,

On the way she quarreled a good
denl too much, Bill thought
him he was a purty thing, naw wasn't
think she'd be married by a
horrid muaglistrate? Asked him If he
thought whe was that kind of 4 girl?
fhe had & good mind to—{o—well, Lo
put it ol 311l saying nothing to all
this, she sald a lot more In the same
straln; but, when they had goc
to the dinner and the crowd, she
whilspered she wasn't mad a bit, and,
nedding to all her acquaintances, was
her bright little, attractive lttle self
again,

0O, wasn'c it just too funny that she
should mistake that Mr, Magistrate
for a preacher, when he was wearing
the reddest kind of red tle? Hut It
would come out all right yet, s&he
Euessed, If Bill didn't get disgusted
and run clean away! She'd keep her

| eyes on him, however, for papa was

mad, und what |n the world would she
do if the plan should fall through

| now?

This was= sald while they were eal-
Ing—she 4 lot, he a IiNtle Ordinarily
Bill Ripple could nave eatep three
men's share of such ratlons, but this
hig appetite had petered Hn
tried jelly—It jelly falled, something
was wrong. 'Twas valn; jelly was no
better than dAlrt He tried custard,
ha had never falled an  that, But
that, tno, was uynpalatable, Kvery-
thing choked him. He resolved to quit,
and he did

Inventing an excumss for
uway awhile, and having

getting
sald it un

|der his breath twao ar three times, he

gald It aloud fnally, and then went
Avwnay from the nalss aof the mulll
turs ‘Twae a mere (ncldent that hae
rtopped In the shade of a large oak,
and that cat-hirds sang' above him.
and hbumble. herny whizzed azlly
thromigh the grasses around him He
had come hither to eccape the habhle
of the frivolous and te hagtan awav the
hours But even here they lingered
ke agcs Ha was getting old In
fact, he was sure he lonked like a

grandlather when a song In the hoyse I

apprized him that the evening service
wa* now beginning

He aroee o go But
merely to réturn ta more
the mosgt terrible on earth?
nat go: he'd walt aut here
tarture couldn't be seen and mocked
by the unrefinad  But no. he'd hetter
En. after all Why nog take
holdly In hand and, when Rev
had come
knot tled?
recall, he'd
alr,

wasn't 1t
Suapensn
Ha would

where his

matters
Tipton
call him out and have the
With Josle hound beyond
face the world, his head
himself unashamed, un-
wfrald

Ho went Into the yard and with oth-
eér atragglera entered the houss Ha
went (o the bass-bench In his chotr

{Ashamed to look up, he looked down
| and tried to sing, he couldn’t find his

voice Looking up then, he maw in

( front a tall lean man with glagses on

his nose, and a Bible
saddlebags by hin side, and rancti
monious looking people, including
‘Bquire MoKinney, all around him
That was the premcher; eouldn't be
snybody elsr, Bill aeclded 1o Eet
bim out at the firsr chanos, /

Ehortly therdsufter a Yyoung man at
Eil)l's instigation weni and “’hiu;n-rwl
to the preacher that a coupls wanted
him to marry him just as soon asg he
could spare che time, Oh, yen, Broth-
er Tipton would be highly pleased to
accommodates the parties, though they
woulll have to  walt  wsntil  Sunday
schoel was over, perhups an hour
cortainly not longer. R knew hbet-
ter—knew that he would have to walt
¥er &' great many hours.

After the choirs had sung twp re-
markably long songs a plece,  the
preacher hounced to his feet, sald he
Wan glad =0 many were out, and-—
er~—partioularly thankful that it was
a8 well with' them all a8 whut 1t was,
And——er—thongh he wonld (ke to say
more upan ithis point, he would he
eompellnd to bewin at once the read-
Ing and explanation of a rather long
chepler én John. A» some versss had
15 be explalned unto the tweniy.sev-

In his hand, and

- | #nth Impossibls ramMication, some. -,
tle time necessarily passed hefors the | in:
M B

preliminaries wera  done,
something, W asked the
1100 40 knee! .5 prayer At thrée some-

the amen was sald

T s s

he ean do the job as good as |

this |

Toid |

near |

. {vote of the Btate In

| r pumbers- back; .mf a
numbers ﬂm. Amuﬁ"t.‘m

who stayed hack was Bill Ripple, and,

leaning forward and closlog his

he cssayed 1o hold strengch sufficlent

for the task.

Now tha first varse was very plain
ns 10 sanctification. Bo sald %
prescher.  Ha Belleved In it fully. To
‘Bquire McKinney, however, it wasm't
nearly so plain. He belleved in sanc-
tifieation limited. The discussion dis-
closed the doctrinal differences of the
two men, and was at times so fast and
| furious the speotators reared a scens;
| but, after evary easential and non-es-
| Bential point had been enumerated
| tha dozenth time, esch told the other,
| he ecopuld take all good men to his
| hosam, and so they shook hands and
| passed om, other things to conquer,
"Twas now four something,

What! At this rate the rising moon
would dind the brethren occupied on
about the third verse. Bill stralght-
endd up. 1If the brethren dldn’t hunry
iup-—wel!, something would happen—
of courss it would. Josie was still
Iunperturhed. it seemed, but no telling

when she'd get up, saucy thing! and
| Elye her arm to some other [ellow
land go back to Egypt.
| Leaning over again, Bill thrust &
finger Into cach ear. For a long
| while he would keep thus oblivieus of
|the proceedings, thus In the bliss of
| Ignorance After he had counted
the hundredth beat of s heart, he
| #llpped one fingar back cautionusly,
land—

“If I'm undeceived in my

the preacher was paying

Bill put his finger bhack =0 hard 1t
hurt. Relieve him of bragging plecy!

Three times he did thus; thres
times Wis he disgusted with
the boastful, platitudinous assertions
|of the unco guid; thres limes cried
he Inwardly for Josie and peace! Did

the walla of his tortured soul sound
| across the chasm?

He counted unto the two-hundredth
heart-beat and gently removed a fing-
er

“That's
| momebody.

1
[
|

heart”

shouted

false docturn,™

fhouted Another,

Was religlous dispute about to be-
come devilish fray ? It seemed so. Men
| glared savagely at one another, pas-
Ismn ili-suppressad in thelr  volees;
| women rushed up, thelr hats awry,
hables in thelr arms, and added warill
denunciation ta that rapidly rising
inrgon Lickskillit and Egypt had
| clashed

“] don't want my children to hear
the Hke o' this,” suid some choughtful
| mother

“1 don't nuther,” sald another, and
the two Indignantly and haughtily left
the room

Others dld lilkewlise untll by and by
the bullding was well-nlgh emply.
Fortunately, the factions, when out-
slde, divided with #0 much hauteur
thut the discusstion was not resumed.

Bill looked for Josie. He saw her;
was serenely, confidently looking
Qulckly he rushed up to the

| “Pain't so! It's God own Ward,”™
|
|

she
| for him
preacher,

“Mr, Tipton, 1 hain't had a thing
to do with this affalr Won't you-—
or—itend to that little matter fer me 7"

“Young man, If you had argled for
them folks, 1 wouldn't marry ye If ye
never married. Since you didn't, I'll
—tr—in 8o with pleasure.'

The couple once agaln atood to-
gether: the minister was ready to be-
Ein the ceremony, but—

A youth—Josle's cousin—galloped
up and almost shouted:

“Josle, Unecle Lark sald to come
| over there, you an' Bill. He's saved
the strawherry ple, an' T guess you'll
have a mighty good supper.”

“We'll marry at home, thcn,” de-
{elared the girl, and in & moment they
and the preacher were off, she and
BRIl on conscripted mourits: and whila
they rode the sun dropped, and twl-
Heght relgned NV
| . L] L]
| Reverend Tipton began say-
IIn|:: to the eouple an the vine-laitleed
|\'rr.'|r1.|,| the worde which bound them
1
|
[

When

forever, hnth Mr. and Mre, Fox ran
ont. astounded that it hadn't happen-
eA mn many hours ago. They
hawever, duly cheerful

And the Nrst star that crosssd the
mounmnaing twinkled kindly on the
newlhv-weddesd ams

“Their spirita
| tha touching of the lins "
| THE EN
| e

rame
hark

|

rushed tqgether at

Doubiful Maryland.

Baltimars American

Thera ia a large nnattached
in this Btate—a vote which, under
|[nlr wlactoral methods, free from
| manipulation and. trickery. controls
| the political sltuation In 1900 Mo-
Kinley and Ronsevelt carried Mary-
land by a plurality of 18,041, and
E!hn Republican candidats for Prasl-
dent was given the entira slectoral
1904 Roosevelt
|und Fairbanks carried Maryland by
A plurality of 7,751, but owing to
(the manipulativa doings which were
| rendered  possible in the provisions
Inof a law popularly known as “the
[trick bhallat law.” only one of the
|elght electoral eollege votes of the
State was cast for Roosevelt. The
Iﬂxurw of the two most recent presi-
dentinl vears demonstrats, howsver,
that the same description which
General Woodford applled to New
York fits Marviand. It 15 not Demo-
cratic; 1t I not Republican: it is &
doubtful Btate

vota

lI A Falthful Keeper,

New York Sun

[ An usual prophecies glorious with
hope are woven around the Hon. Wii-
| tiam Loeh, Jr. He la to be chalrmas
| of the Republican national eommlit-
tér. Ha in to be Secreatary of War In
Mr. Tart's cabinet. He 18 to have a
Job of crpdit and renown In business,
and g0 on, when his long penance ands
and hig reward begins,

Most herole of buffers, most patient
of wsecretaries, what reward can be
great onough for him?  There nover
was a more falthful keeper.

Two Varieties on One Tree,
Whatanga Democrat,

Jacobh Lewls, of Cove Credk., haz a
freak In the formm of & cherry iree.
The tree In question s of the red-
heart varlely and some thirty years
old. Each year one of tha lim four
inches in dlameter, is  londed whh
black hearis while the rest of the tres
sticks fo the red variety, One would
naturally sup that the tres was
grafted. but Mr, Loawis has known the
tree since It wias sot out snd says no
such thing has been done. Will some
sclentlst pleare explain? .

| thirsty sparrows and

e bit of foreaight!

It would be a wonflertal thing 1f
Indlana, after the treatment accorded
the Indiana delegation—which was
the entire party ¢ ganization snd fol-
lowing in Indlang working by proxy
~did not sulk mome. Burely if any
State has o grievancs against & party
machine It is #ir peighbor across the

river. A pivotal Btate, it would seem
that the very first considerations of
political expediency, even if common
decency were omitted, would have de-
manded that the Indlanians be given
profound respéct and even deference.
Instead . of whacklng the delegation
over the head and laying it out stark
with a big stick, the same.result might
have been accomplished with some-
what of gentleness. Al least an an-
aesthetlc might have been adminis-
téred Lo ease the pain Al least »
few honeyéd words might have bhepn
used te soothe the viotim. But there
was not the slightest pretense of tact,
courteay, or consideration.

The Vice President of the United
Btates, the holder of the sccond high-
est office within the gift of the Amar-
can people, Indiapan's most dis-
tingulshed cltizen and a Republican
long party service, dared to be a
candidats for Prexldent against the
machine's candidate. Therein lay
Indiana’s crime,.and it was for that
her delegateg were ridden over, rough-
shod, When her Governor arose to
place In nomination for President
Hon: Charles Warren Fairbanks, both
the Bpeaker and his candidate being
entitled by virtue of their offices, If
for no further reason, to a respectful
sttention. he neulted. In In-
sulting him ¢he nvention Insulted
Mr. Falrbanks afid insuiting both
thesp men the Taftites Insulted the
entire Indiana delegation, ths entire
Republican following in the State, and
the State itself.

Fish Oatches Sparrow,

Manistique Correspondence of Detroit
Free Press.

A report from the 200 tells of a
tragedy enacted at the fish pond In
the government park. It appears that
the pond is a congregating place for
others of the
smaller variety of the feathered tribe,
A sparrow was performing his ablu-
tions when a big ralnbow trout got
his eyes on him and quicker than a
flash had the bird securely In his jaws.
The sparrow did his best to escape but
the fish hadd his vietim secure and
made & breakfast of hi® catch. The
fate of thelr companion did not seem
to mct as & warning to his mates, for
the birds use the pond for drinking
and bathing with the same recklass
impunity as before the fatality.

Mascots of Olden Days.
Chicago News.
Mascols have had thelr place In the
world for many generations. Cats as

- I you want & mus.
ical instrument of
highest possible stand-
ard of merit and not a
mere piece of furniture,
we commend without

| reserve the Chicker' -

"

the artist’s highest aspiration. It is not

S ——

with the anclent Egyptlans; grass-
hoppers as in Ttaly, and various other |
specimens of animal life have In their|
time been counted as sacred or lucky

by different peoples. So it is only a
continuance of old customs that haa
caused baseball teams to take along
an animal or & small boy when thay
g0 upon the dlamond to try their skil]
with other players. The custom has
spread to such an extent that to-day
‘msre is not a vessel In the navy of
tha ('nited States that has not some
kind of & mascot. This assertion will
apply with almost equal force to the
other navies of the world.

el

Dining

Room

Furniture \

To furnish the dining room in an up-to-daie

only a noble channel for conveying to the
world the great conceptions of the masters,
but it is in itself an inspiration to these
same masters and a musical joy and satis-
faction to every hearer. e

If you are open to conviction on the mat-
ter of a piano, you owe it to yourself to
at least hear and examine The Chickering.

PARKER-GARDNER CO.

FACTORY DISTRIBUTORS IN NORTH AND SOUTH CAROLINA

JwisnF REE

6 Full Quarts . 89 98

EXPRESS PAID

all the charges to any Bouthern or Adams Ex-
4 east of River, located at
must remit 50c.

manner need not necessarily cost a large sum of
money. We buy our medium price furniture
with just the same thought as to its correctnesy
in style and finish that we exercise when we buy
the most expensive, and for this reason you can
feel assured that you are getting what you ought
to have, no matter how little you pay us for it.

We are selling handsome Buﬂ'éh,

latest de-

signs, as low as $22.50 and sp to $100.00.
Attractive Pedestal Tables as low as £14.50 and

#

uf&to $60.00. China Closets to mateh these from
50 to £65.00. We back every article with our

guarantee. Especial attention given out-of-town
orders. Pk o 4
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