. v
" and am
dren of the Weoods™
“Boundary of the Eastern Band of
the Cherokee Netion,” and the chil-
dren are the Chergltees. Of all pams
of Nerth CareMna and of the entire
Bouth this is the least knewn and un-
darstood, both as 10 cou and peo-
ple, These Indlans are the only ones
camt of the %hinl’ | river under the
caré of the United tes government
and In these high North Carolina
mountsins they have a little world of
AR
u ] mon
the Rockles. ity

It Is strangs tHEt to this wrier
should’ have fallen the task of being
the first to go ameng the Croatan In-
dians, who are under Staie charge, in
& way, and for the {irst time to jlius-
trate by phetography tneir life and
customs, and to be also the first to do
this s0 far as the North Carolina
Cherokees are concverned, both thess
things having been done this - year.
The story as (o the Cherolftes must
be told simply, as bescems one -about

we

to ford It but our camaera,
plates and um?ln menta our-
ulmm_ﬂnsﬁou schoo] be-
ing but short. the We sawW
the first Indian,. & full-blooded with
feather in ﬁ.m as we -.t‘h.t.o“
way along =
] there was &

e boys
the svhool and the tree was cut by
4 man who was clgaring the rigag ot
way for the new rallroad which is to
plerce the very heart of this Iandian
country and which will connect Se-
vierville, Tenn., with a point on the
Western North Carelina Rallway, two
miles from Whitter. This read will
be 60 miles In length and will cross
the lofty 8moky mouniains at Port-
er's Gap. It wlll opsn this wonderful
Indian country to the traveler, The
Indian boys looked at us rather shyly
and never gpoke until questioned. A
foot-bridge, bullt of large wires from
which planks were suspended, gave

An Indian Family Group—At the Home

& simple peeple, for no others in this
Btate live so near to nature's heart as
these, and for this reason they are
particularly appealing.

It 18 not needfu] to tell here the
sad and shameful story of the treat-
ment of the Cherokees, the original
owners of thls part of North Carolina
by the whites. The Indian possesse
the land; the white man came and
coveted it, This ls the story In a few

words, The Cherokees were In the
maln always peaceable and in 1830
there were over thirty thousand of
them. The United Btates fixed the

policy of moving all the Indlans to |
the Indlan Territory. The real wishes |
of the Cherokees were never justly
congidered. Conditlons became singu-
lar in the extreme. North Carolina |
owned all Tennessce, An agreement
was made between It and the United
Btates. by which the latter was to ex-
tinguish the title of the Cherokees In
North Carolina and teo receive Ten-
nessee, which North Carolina ceded.
In those days the Cherokees llved In
the wvalley and when In 1838 they
were "“rounded up" for their Jong
Journey to the far West it was com- |
paratively epsy to get them together, |
volunteer militia from this State doing (
this and holding them for the United
States troops. Part of the Indlans|
agreed to go, part never consented,
tut all who could possibly be found
weérs escorted under heavy guard
across the Smoky mountains. Several
thousand of them, escaping-from the
guards at night, made lﬁelr way back
*io their beloved monntains, where
they have lived ever since, unmolested
by the government or the Btate. It
was impossible t0 recapture them, as
they hid in the deepébst gorges and.in
these wildest of wild places made
their living untll times grew gqulel.
Untold suffering and sorrow came
from this Iargely enforced migration
and nothing gadder has ooccurred In
&il history since the captivity of the
Ieraelites.

The “Boundary,” as this Indian
country is known, lies almost under
the shadow of the great Smoky

mountaing on the one side and that
¢f the Blue Ridge on the other, The
weather had been most unpromising
but tn detlance of it the writer and
Mr. Broek, the widely known Ashe-
ville artist, braved everything and
took the chances of sunshine, Fate
appreciated the daring of the deed
tnd wag so kind as to glve sunshine,
tne result belng a4 magnificent series
of photographs Hlustrating Inadlan
iIife In every way, The Western North
Carolina Rallway, a division of the
Routhern, leads near the borders of
this Indian country. and we left It at
Whittler, four n#tles from that place
catering the, Boundary. The maliway
had ronown’ for many miles the al-
ways discolored though swift Tucka-
sceges river, the name of which In
the Cherokee tongue means Turtle
river, it having always been remark-
able for the number of soft-shell tur-
ties. At the Indian boundary we came
to Soco creek, clear and swift, along
fts bank being a fume used in mov-

glcornlly curled. At

passage across the roaring and rather
deep river, the bridge forming a
graceful loop from shore to shore
and very high above the atream; in
fact a suspension bridge of a type
very common In all this high moun-
tain region and pleturesque to the last
degree. Near the bridge were Indian
canoes, each dug from a tree, VvVery
narrow and very long, and on the
ghore of the stream was a amithy on
which was painted “Joe Owl, Black-
smith.” Joe was [nside, hard at work.
He responded pleasantly to our greet-
ing. He was & representative of the
Owl family, the most numerous
among these Cherokees, the Wolf
family manking next as to numbers.
Attractive huiﬁnn;u, all white and
yvellow, showed through the trees, a
well ordered lawn rose in graceful
swells from the level of the rough
road and a bevy of littla boys was
peen playing, Indlans all. At the
school there was a warm greeting by
the supérintendent, Mr. DeWitt Har-

ris, and by the Industrial teacher,
Joseph C. Bradley. The latter s a
most interesting man, who after

rntlunlln; at this echool went to Cars
igle, and there stood high In studies
and football, being a member of one
of {is noted teams which toured the
vountry. This tour brought him good
fortune In generous fashiom, for In
Wisconsin, he met a Chlppewa girl,
& beauty In face and figure, who, Hke
her husband, is well educated. A
pledge of this union of the West and
Bouth and of two noted, though far-
apart tribes, |s a year-old bay.

Suddenly there was a vislble blaze
of color moving through the grove
and up the hill, and with swirt stepa
and erect carriage came an Indlan
woman, bright red from her bare feet
to her head. At her back was a pack
In which was a bushel of blood-red
peaches known as the Indian péach
and ghe bore this heavy load with-
out effort. Her halr, Inky black, was
knotted In Psyche fashion. With her
was her little son. Bhe spoke no
wora of mngusn but Bradley inter-
preted. Her name was Iyanne or An-
nie, ‘Reld, and her son's name Was
Kordask; in English Spade. Her
home was two milea further up the
mountain and after she had Dbeen|
photographed she and the boy moved
swiftly away, the long climb being
mere play for heér. while Mr. Brock
and T agreed 3t wouwid have been &
heart-breaker for either of us with
her load, ;

Next oame & big ox team, two
Cherokees attending it, one carrying
the extremely long whips these
people uwe. They were hauling chest-
nut firewood to the school woodplle,
prepuring for the winter weather, for
the tempperature hers goes as low as
8 d below =ere. . A party of
Indlan girls was observed playing
in ttlae grounds ma:n:‘hc neat and
spacions bulldingnm, pletures were
made of (hese and the boys, all belng
full-bloods, with the cmun of a
half-breed girl, whose was ex-
quisite in lexture, brown-black and
__this moment
vid Owl, chief of the Indian p
d ofclal T, came

nine

- b¥ night from the camp In
h thousands of her people wérs
being guarded during the great exo-
dus of 1858. His muﬁwr and others
rept-into a deep gorge at the camp
s went up it, travellng all nights
and when In North Carolina, at &
int néar a road, had warning from
uts In advance that soldlers were
ceming. David and his mother hid on
the meuntain siope overlooking the
road ‘and saw the soldlers, with them
being David's father, on their way to
Tennessee, many Indians being In
charge. Thus the father and mother
passed each other. David told tals
story in excellent English and In
pathetic fashlon. Most of his people
are now in the Indlan Territory, Oc-
casionally there is some visiting be-
tween the two places and some lotter-
writing. David s a thoroughly de~
pendable man and Superintendent
Harrls sald he knew more about the
boundary of this Indian nation, of-
ficlally known as the “Bastern Band.”
than any other man alive and besides
this he knows every other Indian per-
sonally. Governor QGlenn has often
met David and has a very goed opin-
ton of him,
Buperintendent Harris led us to &
lofty hill facing tae school, by way
of another suspension bridge, and we

of Wiltse.

cHmbed, with our heavy loads, cut
Rway some timber, at a height of
many hundred feet above the river,
and took a plcture of the school and
ita splendid background of moun-
talns, and fertile valley alongside,

making a noble panorama.

We descended and entered a two-
horse team whicn "Uncle” David
drove. At the river ford a4 team of
four blg oxen was coming Aacross,
drawlng a heavy wagon, and Artist
Brock miade a ring srdapshot after
David had by a free use of Cherakee
told the driver what was wanted, The
road, rough in the extreme, led part
way along tae river, which is called
commonly the 'Lufty. The stream re-
flected evervthing and was llke a
moving mirror, 1t was found that the
mountalns were & wonderful blue,
eéven near at hand, and Mr. Brock
declared {f we told the outside world
how blue they were we would be con-
sldered nature-fakers., At the river
slde was a practical exhibition of the
truth of the statement that many
white men thought the Indians had
no rights as against them, for the
rulns of a machine for washing gold
were seen, which white men had In-
stalled there and were operating unti]
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A visit was pald to the home of ex-
principal ehlef, Bird Sololonseta, Lil-
tle Squirrel in English. His cabin was
simplicity [tself, beside « branch
which was & succession of water-falls,
and in a tiny space set about with
chestnut, black walnut, poplar and
apple trees, and a lttle garaen; the
house having been bullt by the owner,
o' hewn estaut Jogs, carefully
chinked with c¢lay; very small and
very clean, the chimney belng of
stone well set In clay, the place being
wild In avery way with a cliff, sharp
with jagged rocks on one side. Sololo-
neeta is 65 years old, is a Baptist
preacher and served in the Confeder-
ate army In the Cherokee batialion
which was raised by Major W. H.
Thomas, who * before the civil war
wats the Indlan agent. These Chero-
kees fought well, most of the time in
East Tennessee, and the people thers
were terribly afrald of them, as meost
of them belleved the Indlans would
take thelr scalps, though this was
never done, David - Owl said Sololo-
neeta could walk as far In & day a8
any man In the Nanon.

ost of the Cherokers are Baptists,
the remainder being Methodlsts, Yel-
low HHl Bapiist church was papsed, a
most primitive little afair, its chim-

ney belng down, but It was sald It
would be put up by the time cold
weather arrived. In this Chrrokee
boundary there jg frost aa late as

May 10th and as early as October 1st
and someéetimes | coomes every month

In the year. Along the river, above
the yery fine farm of the schoal s an-
other equally as good, this being cul-
tivated by Bampson Owl John Owl
and severu] others. All  the land Is
held abrolutely In common and each
of the 1897 Cherokees who have just
been placed on the ['nited States of-
fical roll as members of the Eastern
Band |s entitled to his or her pdrt
of the whole 70000 acres ana also
of any funds on hand or to be re-
celved. There ls now 3685000 In bank
at Asheville, These simple children
of the woods, by a vote of thelr coun-
cll, sold 15 years ago a lract of 35,-
000 acres of magnificent timber land
al the head of Boeco creck for §18,-
000, after they had refused an offer

by other persons of §356.000. The buy-
er Immedlutely sold It for $25.000 and

the mecond buyer gold the tanbark
alone for $16,000, The land is really
worth $350,000, It has now all been
rut over hy the lumbermen Next
yeur It reverts to the Natioh, but has
heen so deforested that it will require
w good many years for the timber,
which was malnly, poplar, [0 grow
aguln, Another sate of Limber Wi
made which was far more profitable,
this being for $245.000 and on the
4th of (wtober the Cherokees will re-
velve 330,000, this being one of ten
payments for thls timber, and the
land wlll revert agaln to them, us
none of |t can be sold

The road led by the largest ohest-
nut In the houndary and some deep-
ly interesting scenes deoveloped. This
wax At the home of John Owl, car-
penter, bBlavksmith, farmer, all-
round worker. These Indlans make
practically everything used In their
houses. John's blackemith shop was
an study; wvery small and under the

vast shaudow of the chestnut His
house was as neat as a pin and he and
his wife Mandy were peeling peaches
for preserves. The house and  every-
thing else jn a4 domestie way had been
bullt by John, and going inslde It was
found that neat pitures were un the
witlls and the Indlan newspaper, "The

Red Men's Helper,” was on a4 table.
Great strings of exveedingly large
beans hung from the sides of the

-

presaions, spoke about the

or

been eftirely under
trol, like the schools

okee, but do not use

of whom speak English, and the par-
ents frequently visit the se¢heol

Oconalufty

ntendent Harrls, while we
'ek.uu.lgourch of new scenes and im-
school,
saying it had 176 puplls and was
originally established by the Quakers
Friends, under government au-
apices, but had for a number of yesdrs
overnment con-
yond the Mis-
sissippl. All the children speak Cher-
it nearly so
much as they do English. They are in
turn educating thelr parents, many

1t is

twenty milesto the headwaters of the
river, up In the Bmoky

mn.;a'b understand
pretend they d

= o

Natiop. Whites and Indians
tirely friendly. The coun
shelves of the store are plled wilh

things the Indians like, Inc ::’
gayest of prints and of -
chiefs, mainly very br

barter trade Is carried on,
bringing In things they ralse, They
have a way of shelling just enough
corn to pay for what they want snd
of taking this to the store. They grow
a very pecullar corn, snowy while,
with exceedingly large grains, which

they term *“flour corn” and which
makes admirable bread or hominy.
The Indlans beat it into flour In &

mortar of cheslnut or grind It at
thelr watermills, to which-the water
is led through flumes, the wheels be-

mountaing, and they are full of good
trout. These fish are piso  here  at
Cherokec, but the fish In the river are
malnly black bass, rainbow trout and

bullding, dryving for winter use. The
chestnut tree was found to be 33 ft'!‘ll
In circumference, one foot above the
ground, and while |t was beilng meas- |
ured the jolliest of all jolly Chero-|
keep came up, Jim Tall, a noted fish- |
erman. This true dieciple of Isaac |
Walton carried a long reed for a rod;

a basket for fish made of river
cane and shaped like a large-mouth-
ed Jug was on one slde and on Lhe
other wera four Wwusps' nests, atrung

on a cord, In these nests was hila balt,
the young grubs of the wasp Ilying
enug in thelr cells. David Ow] gald
the Cherokees prize these grubs
very highly as bait and when they
find the nests they make a little|
torch, singe the insecis and then take
the nests. When he told Jim Tail this,
the Iatter laughed and said In Chero-

kee that he had taken the wasps'
nestg with his hands, using no flre
David sald that this was fre-
quently done  but could not ex-
plain how these Indians could
#0 handle the flery wasps, Jim

laughs at everything and enjoyed be-
Ing photographed, David sald he was
happy because he had a good home;
lived alone and had never married.

John Owl was very proud in his
shy Indlan way of his farm In the
valley, where corn, pumpkins, millet,
tobacco, glgantic beans, buckwheat
and sorghum cane were growing. The
strangest of al] the crops thers waa
a field of beggarweed, ordinarily in
North Carollna known as the beggar-
llce plant. This the Indlans highly
value for forage and they mow It. At
some distance |t looked lUke a fleld

the Unlted States drove them away.

of Alfalfa.

-

| was a world of sllence and that the
prople do not shout or s&ing oOT
whistle, yvery rarely speak unless first

| addressed, then use the fewest

e St a h G ' Bubg a Chrkon

plke  All the Indians agreed In say-
ing that there was no longer any
game in thelp boundary save a few
bear high up on the mountain-side at
the headwuters of the river. Where-
rver we went we found that, barring

the never veasing roar of the river, (it

worda
possible, speaking through lips which
recm Lo be t‘lf‘ll!'% It was found also
that game both in fur and feather la
80 scarce as to literally count for
nothing and that noises of birds and
Inscects are practically unheard, It la
giild that the birds never sing except
in the spring, and only a few wera
seen, among these snow birds, blpe
birds, crows and sparrows. Nature
seems in this boundary to be taking
A rest '

Chlet of Pollce Owl eald
dians are well behaved and that In
nine years there has been only onhe
homicide which occurred nearly two
years dgo on a public highway and
was the result of whiskey and a quar-
rel. He sald further that some of
these Indlans lke the whita man's
fire-water ull too well, but that the
abolition of barrooms and distilleries
at Asheville has cut off the supply and
besldes the United States takes now

the In-

gpecial protective precautions, The
Cherokees “always get left In A
trade,” as David expressed it. They

know the value of a cent but not that
of a dollar. They will sometimes dis-
trust a real friend and go to a man
who cheats them., This |s an Indian
characteristic extremely hard for a
white Intellect to grasp. Another pes
vullar thing is that o number of these
people who really know English well

Beating the Flour Corn.

ing very narrow and of great helightl.
The trails to the school, the mills, the
store and up thé mountain-side are
frequently marked by the Dbrilllant
red of the women's clothes and they
carry their bables and thelr burdens
on their hacks, wrap g the papoos-
e# In sheets, the ends of which are
crossed, and they claim this s resally
the only way to properly carry baby
or burden.

A trip to Bird Town was made, to
nEe whether A game known as
Indian ball oould be arranged, this
being a sort of lacromse, a compro-|
mise between football and  lawn!
tennis. The grown men and the

boys play It. A stop was made at
the home of Wilste, who in American
in Wlillis Davis, a full-blood. Nelther
he nor his famlly could speak a word
of English and {1!: house was the only
untidy Cherokee one seen, A man
named Wolf came up who spoke Eng-
lish and he and David Owl interpret-
ed. A young mother and her haby
were In the porch, In a Jiffy she slung
her baby &t her back and posed be-
fore the vamera, then ave the
youngster into the arms of her moth-
er and went to work beating flour
corn In & mortar, using & heavy and
long wooden Dbeater. Her mother
wore & comb In the back of her halr,
made of carved chestnut wood and
Wilste, her huaband, was smoking a
ﬂ[)e made-of black plpe-stone, on It

ing the figure of a frog, the eyes
in mome way made remarkably bright.
Wilste had made both comb and pipe
himself. His wife made admirable
baskets, of beautiful shape, pattern
and color, of river cane or o aplit
wood, and one of these which was
bought had been made by her mother
simost half & century ago. The younsg
woman who was beating the eorn
was as plump asx a pariridge, all
curvesa, and this was the case with
all the young Indlan women. Some of
the faces grew upon us. They ssamed
intensely Aslatic, Japanese If you
please, for this young woman, dress-
ed In Japanese fashion, would have
passed for one of the latter race. It
is no trouble for the Indians to pose
They can stand like statues. The wo-

man's baby was named Weschill,
which In English s Wealey David
Owl, commenting on the way the

Cherokees lved, remarked that once
when he was In Ralelgh some la-
dies had asked nhim how his people
lived and when _he replied, “UHke
white people.” 'they sald they
thought the Indians lived In  caves
and hollow logs

Bird Town Is a town only in name;
not even a settlement; there belng
balf a dosen widely scaltered houses,
ya little store, an Indian church, used
on  week-days ap a white school
house, and a fleld where Indlan ball
in played. We wagted particularly to

find "Standing Turkey,"” whose
Cherokes name s Conagatagah, and
who is the leading ball player and

wrestier. He was found engaged In
the very prosaic occupation of work-
ing & most abominable highway, a
logses. - The® casen are rare In whiche
mere mockery of g roadl. He was &
perfect type of a big and burly Jap-
anese, He kpew, or seemed o know,
ac English. but thera was magic In
dhe flash of 4 _plece of sliver money
and whén David told him It was fe-
sired that he should strip, off went his
rough shirt. The foremen of the roald
gang spoke good English. Turkey
ngver spoke a word, except
half o . dosemn 10 Dav
queer

rding
me, -nut

ns of ages
much thess

bull

jurer casts a spell, saya certain
and )f the bead rises to the top of
ground the playér ls all 3
does not, he Is not permitied to
The fallures of the bead to come

when the blackman com

of jtself, from out of the ground &

glgn of bad luck and that the player
ls sure to be hurt or something haps
pen. The Indians never "Cross thelr
luck.” even If their best players are
thus thrown out, The night ls spent In
this sort of conjuration s#nd duncing,
ote, and when the sides are made Up
the first work of the day Is to make
the bets. Kach man bels agalnst &
particular opponent on the other side,
belng careful to see that articles thus
put up are of equal value. Then the
mass of articles wagered |s plled to=
gether and put under a guard, some=
times there being enough to A1l a big
wagon, Then the Indlans retire, each
side to itself, Into the thick woods,
each on its own side of the play
ground, and the men undress. and pat
on tae one articlea of apparel worn
Iin the game, thiz being a breech=-clowt
Each man carries a palr of long balls
sticks, very small raquettes, with long
handles, At & signal they rush oulk,
giving the war-whoop and long yells,
the rule being to give four war-whoops
before they meet In the centre, waer®
the ball, a small one of rubber and
yarn, is pat in play
At It with thelr play-sticks and thelr’
highest skill s In holding It in thess
and trying to dodge their opponents
Their skill in picking up, catehing
and caccying the ball, which is never *
touched with the hand, Is remarkable,
There s interference, as in footbally

that is the selzing of player by player, :

and there are amso mass plays, whils

there are many splendid contests of
strength.

A party of the highest
oame over to pay thelr respects, this
Including chief John Goings, Asslsts
ant Chief Joseph BSaunopk, and ex=
Chief Bird sololonecia. These sat on
the lawn, In company with Buperine .
tendent Harris, Gardener Bampson
Owl and Industrial Teacher Joseph C.
Bradley, and while the writer talked
with them about the possibliities ‘of

The Indlans cateh *

the wrestlers get in tielr work and =

Cherokees

1

-

the Natlon and the great wark the &8
United States was doing for i, the " 8
group was photographed. Chief Ge-
ings had walked severnl miles and
was In his shirt sleeves. They wers & 8
very Intent listeners, but the oniy B8

speaker was Hradley, who asked one
or two questions,

One of the oldest women In the
Nation Is Lydia Sands, a rfull-blood,
and her home was visited. Some yards
away the place was sean., 100
wonderfully plcturesque, and a smal
dog rushed out In the surliest fashion
and with frantic barking. A young
woman hurried after him and thraah~
¢d him soundly. The dog's name
Burlegoogee and It means Little
Growler, Lydla was making baskets,
and her nelce, Ballle Sawnook, Wik

her baby, wad with her. The hame of" =

fally's baby ls Cane Baunook, Sallle
s  decldedly good looking and hey
baby laugned and kicked its dangling
legn. 8he chirped to him David clap-
ped his hands and baby crowed Ia
glee. Sally was educated at the school
buat Lylia speaks not a word of
Hsh. This primitive house, véry s
and ¢lean, fuced & wonderful _
of hiug mountalns, with the Friver
the foreground, and the sum, :
was sinking, shone Dbright upom
crests of the peaks. On th
the school the Indian girls were:
In the almost twilight, o

o~y
One stood at s post, al NM_ ' %'.-'

ing st another post, in & row. T
aried oyt ““What sre you

4oty




