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THIS YEAR'S wrmm ODDS.
As every one knows, there is al-

weys more or less fake betting In

presidential campalgns for the pur-
pose of influencing the result. Some-
times bluffs go A long way and at all
events it may seam worth while to
risk money against known probabill-
ties as & campalgn expenditure, For
many years Tammany has regularly
set aside funds for election bets in

New York City municipal contests

Until recently, however, there was &

place where the betting on natlonal

elections might with confidence be re-
garded as almost entirely genulne.

Wall Street "curb odds™ of the week

before election used to seltle things

positively with the exchanges and
otlier speculative markets. This was
because of the known practice which
politicians on the inside had of hedg-
ing publicly mads bets by secret
wagers through brokers when they
belleved thelr candidate’'s chances to
have vanished. It became a Wall

Strect tradition that the curb market

the finish.

' ‘the favorite throughout September at

" after the election.

~‘tem to eight,

October
In

saw the odds

reverse themsalves mgc odds

 Just before elsction were three to one

"y

e

1

g 4

on McKinley. In 1304 odds were two
to one on Rooseveit early In October
‘and reached five to one fhe day be-
fore election. In this latest preced-
Ing campalgn the curb market gave
an especially convincing demonstra-
tlon of its value as an index. Presl-
dent Roosevelt and his managers
showed themselves much worrled, and
in tl‘l. interest of supposedly desper-
m feed for ‘& glgentic campaign
fund they did desperate things Some
of these things, too, notably the sum-
mons bf E. H. Harriman to the White
House, could not be kept sacret untl]
But throughout it
All the curd market never wavered

" OMds on Roosevelt rose steadily from

first to last,

The point which we wish to maka
§s that there Is no curb betting mar-
ket for the clectlon of 1908. Recent
New York BState legislation has
broken it up. There are many s,
wof course, but all of an individual and
frresponsible sort. Thoee who have
inferred from thes reported state of
election betling a certainty of Mr.
Bryan's defeat are doubtless more or
Jess familiar with the record above
#et forth, bul they need to conslder,
" further, that the general clearing
Bousp for clection bets which made
dhmt record ia now a thing of the

"+ Mr. J. A. 8mith, the Republican can-

) fidate for Congress In this district,

" Bhaa mo just complaint, under the law

- @f retaliation, against Mr. Kitehin, and

'u course none agalnst The Observer
i 3 “ printing what the latter sald of him

{ denounce
ff==or perhaps it was Governor Glean;
.5 forget,

his Charlotte speech Wednesday

Al

fht, for Mr. 8&mih has sald worse
igs in his speeches of Mr. Kitchin
h this gentleman sald of him.
he has been on the stump he
«d Mr. Kitchin as & liar

but if so It doesn’'t make
Shy adifference for he has spoken of
* Xitchin If not In these terms in
equally offensive, and The Ob-
u'ver has printed what he has aald
kboth Mr. Bmith ghould know that
: 0 of us who give must Jearn to

t The weather considered, the audi-
of Mr. Kitchin {in Charlotte Wed-
sy night was quite remarkable

f mize, and certainly it lacked for
of interest or Instruction In
mhurd Very naturally the
peaker was suffering physical fatigue
it there was little evidence of it in

i wolce or delivery and certalnly he

no menta] weariness. He
pered himself with fine force and
' making a telling Democratic

it on the lines of the State and

Ml platforms, pleasing, might-
fine audisnce which was thor-
responsive, and which, by

: well told, and by other-
color into his speech,

uﬂnlwhuneminmﬁl&m

{bis restgnation, that this pasty is

operatad for the sols purposs of de-
feating Bryan, for whom, by the way,
this ex-committeeman announces his
intention to vote on ‘account of the
Bryan persecution by Hearst. The
object of the Independénce party in
this eampalgn is perfectly apparent
and any Intelligent person should
have perceived it from the beginning.
In States which are close it lg pro-
posed to draw from Eryan all the
votes possible Iin order to give
such States to Tafl; and In States
in which there is mo expectation
of defeating Hryan the purpose
is to reduce his wvots as much
as possible In order to discredit and
hum!liate him—for Hearst is & vindic-
tive person—else why the speech of
Col, John Temple Gravea in Charlotte
last week ? II he hall converted his en-
tire audience to the Independence
falth not & person prgstnl could vote
the Independence ticket next week
for the reason that no electora] ticket
of that party is being run In North
Carolina. Hearst Is out merely for
vengeance, Having supported Bryan
in two campalgns he concelved the
idea that Bryan should have given
him his influence for the presidential
nomination in 190¢. Bryan had too
much sense and sense of the fitness of
things to do ®o, and hence these tears
It ia a mean, dishonest campaign in
its inspiration (this it will be ohsery-
ed. is not an accusation agtinst Colo-
nel Graves) and every honest man,
whether he {s for Bryan or Taft,
should resent It. A campalgn of In-
direction is not necessarlly a wicked
thing: this la dependent upon the un-
derlying motive; but this of the
Hearst party ls not among the ex-
ceptions,

It was stated in our Raleigh corres-
pondence yesterday that Democratic
State Chalrman Eller has found that
the Republicans are {ssulng a circular
setting out that the price of cotton un-
der Democratic rule was 4 to b cents
and under Republican rule 10 to 15§
cents, while the Democrats have
shown ¢onclusively by an authentleat-
ed statement, compiled by Hon. Fred
A. Woodard, of Wilson, that the ex-
act average of prices for cotton dur-
ing Claveland's administration was
7 6-7 cents on the New York market,
while under McKinley's administra-
tion It was only 7 1-8 cents on that
market. Touching upon thls;subject
The Statesville Landmark of the 16th
made the excelleant point that cotton
at its lowest price in the Cleveland
administiration was a better proposl-
tion than at § 1-2 centa, as It has been
under FRoosavelt, ths Increased cost
of Jabor and other things counted.
On the gotton argument the Demo-
crats certainly have the better of the
Republicans,

The matter of parly unity cannot
be regarded as an open gquestion now
that David B, Hlll, a stalwart of
stalwarts, has recelved Willlam J.
Bryan at Albany, dined with him and
introduced him to a great audience,
saving 1 am heartily in favor of the
electlon of the Democratic national
and State ticketa' If the Repub-
llcans are depending upon Demo-
cratic division for the election of thelr
candidate fgy President Lthey will
wake up next Wednesday morming to
find themselveas mistaken.

From headquarters In Washington
there has been sent out an officlal
call for the fifth annual convention
of the Natlonal Rivers and Harbors
to meat in Washington De-
Included in the In-
vitation are all frisnds of river and
harbor Improvements as an !r‘npn‘r-
tant governmental policy, We trust
that North Carolina, than which few
Stales have more to gain from the
success of this widely beneficent move-
ment, will be well represented,

Congress,
cember §th-11th,

The streeta of Jerusalem were kept
clean by every man sweeping before
his own door, which l8 a favorite way
of saying that government Is a matter
of individual responsibility. Reduced
to & concrete proposition, If North
Carolina Democrats do thelr duty
by the natfonal, State, congresslonal,
legislative and county tickets of their
party, it is not theirs to worry about
what any of the neighbors do.

The political forecasters are now
pretty well agreed that oot only will
Illinols, as wirtually conceded &l
along, go for Taft but that Deneen,
the Republican candidate for Gover-
nor, will win also. This means that
Uncle Adial Stevensén will fall by
the wayside. We. can only say that
we Are very Borry.

We call special attention to a
Washington Herald New York special
as reprinted in this morning's Ob-
server. It §s convincingly set forth
that “there yet remalns abundant
foundation for Demooretic hopes and
for Republican fears”™

We are expecting any day to hear
that at least one of the twp Ameri-

cans who fell thousands of feet with'

a btmlloon near Berlin some time ago

1 read with interest in your lssue
of October 214, “Negro Voles for
Bryan™ and especially your comments
on this msiter. - In Alamance county
the parties aré more ev divided
than In Meckleiburg eourty, in Tact,
the county |» In the balance and our
present county officers are about even-
Iy divided between the two PpAar-
ties,. We have in our county, and
especially jn the northern part of the
county, & g00d many people who are
commonly known With us as the "0ld
Issue,” or negroes that were “‘free”
or their ancestors were free, before
the war., These people are aimost
entirely farmers and own their own
farms and are, as a rule, successful
farmers and good citizens. One of
them only a few days ago told me
that he had sold his grop of tobacco
for §1,600. There are about 200 of
these people registered In Alamance
county (and 74 of them are in Pleas-
ant Grove township) under the grand-
father clause and are on the perma-
nent roll, “the roll of honor,” and
nearly all of the people have been
voting since 1900. For reasons besi
known to the leaders of the Demo-
cratic party, last Saturday every one
of this class in Pleasant Grove town-
ship, T4 of them, was served with the
following summeons:

NORTH CAROLINA,
ALAMANCE COUNTY.
Pleasant Grove Township,
Pleasant Grove Voting Precinct
* To Jeyhew Manton: You are hereby no-
tifled jbat your right to vote In the elac-
tion on the 3d day of November, 1908,
han been challéenged, and that your name
Is improperly registered as a qualified
elactor You are further notified that
the registrar and judges of this election
precinct will hear and determine sald ob-
Jection or challenge on Friday, the 30th
day of October, 1808 at the usuasl ‘polling
place for thia voting precinct, to wit: At
Pleasant Grove, between the hours of 9
o'clock a. m. and 4 o'clock p. m, 3h day
of October, l!(!

W. B. BELLARS,
Neglstrar for Plearant OGrove township
and Pleasant Grove voling precinct

Every one of them registered under
the grandfather clause and ls on the
permanent roll This action on the
pdrt of the Democratic leaders of
Alamance county has caused consid-
erable excitement, and numbers of the
best people of the county, regardless
of party, denounce these methods In
unmeasured terms and the Demo-
cratie poll holder in Pleasant Grove
township, one of the best men in the
county, has resigned as poll holder and
says that he cannotl be a party to such
methods. [ would also say that two
white men who are registered under
the grandfather clause and are on the
permanent roll were challenged on
account of belng illegltimates, Now,
I ask In all candor, what are we
coming to and what will be the end
should these challenges of the latter
class be malntalmed? The bhest peo-
ple of our county, regardless of party,
deplore these methoda.

w.
28th,

E. WHITE.

Mebane, Oct. 1908,

WESTMORELAND'S ADVENTURES.

Horse Walks on Naked Sleeper But
Finally Dropped r ])ealh—«()wner
Also Goes Down But Id

Lexington Dlspatch,

One night las; wesk WIH West-
moreland, who had besn 10 Lexing-
ton to see If his mame was on the per-
manent roll of veters, returning home,
drove onto the Flat Swamp bridge at
the Cal Harrls place and lost his
horse and was badly hurt himself.
Bimce the {feshet last August thls
bridge has been unsafe, and the
creek has béen forded. The southern
end of the bridge was moved while
this end was intact. Before he knew
It Westmoreland was on the bridge.
His horse hud walked more than Its
length on A naked sleeper, It fell so
that it was caught by a plank and a
sicaper. Leach Davis and Cleve Dan-
jels were in & buggy close behind and
they helped all they could. The horse
fell Into the creek 18 feet on the rocks
and was killed. Going back to the
bridge to save his buggy, Wesimore-
land fell backward to the rocks and
wis badly hurt He lives In Denton,
but was cared for at the home of Darr
Daniels near by. One report yester-
day says that he ls not seriously hurt,
and another that he may dle,

FINDS ELOFING DAUGHTER.

Fayette Morgan, Who Ran Away With

W. L. Cralg, Is Located in Paris,
New York dispatch, I8th.

J. L. Morgan, a Maron, N, C,, mll-
Honalre, after @& chase of several
woeks, has located his daughter, Miss
Fayette Morgan, who eloped with W.
L. Cralg. Bhe I8 In Paris, Presl-
dent Thomas J, Bimmons, of Bhorter
College, at Rome, Ga., who has alded
In the hunt on this side of the waler,
received a cablegram from Mr. Mor-
gan, contalning the foregolng Infor-
mation.

Bo far as ls known, Cralg Is mot
with the girl He is belleved to be
In Parls, and, it |s supposed, vontinu-
11;31 his fight for the hand of the
girl

Mra. Lee Fisher Did Not Go on Stand.
To the Editor of The Observer:

In your lswue of QOctober 24th, 1908,
in giving account of the trial at Co-
lumbus, Foul county, N. _C.. of Lee
Fisher for the murder of R. F, W. All-
ston, late eof Tryon, N. C., you stated
that Fisher's wife went on the stand
und testified to the insult which Fish-
er stated she had told him that All-
ston had offere] her. 1 write to uk
you to correct this westatement
though Mrs Fisher was in the
room all during tha trial and, If
had been any Insult offered, might so
easlly have corroborsted her hus-
band's atatement, she never weént on
the stand at all,

J. E. BHIPMAN,
Attorney for Prosecution.
Hendersanville, Oct. 38th, 1908,

Youthful Composer,
Concord Tribune.
Master Amu Dennis, the young
son of Mra Ida Dennis, of this city.
who has bees at the Odd Pellows’ Or-

3‘"" FPlease
and endorsed

B
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Dr, Campbell inted hia whip
10 @ large, horfzontal limb on & mag-
nificent tree, sald: “There s Where
they hanged Lige Church.”

“Who hq.nlod him 7
.d:"No ever knew; he was lynch-

This excited my curfosity and |
plied my companion with guestions,

FOUND THE DANGLING BODY,

"Yel.lmuuﬂmmntnpl-
after the fellow was hanged,” said
Dr, Campbell. “I had been far In
the eountry that night and was on my
WAy home when I saw the body swing-

from that bough. The moon Wag
-;{nln. and the atmosphere bracing
Turning my horse 1 drove up to the
man and caught hold of his leg. Life
was extingt but the body was still
warm. All that I comld tell about
the man was that he had a white face.
Leaving him I went on to town and
informed some friends and an inves-
tigation revealed the fact that & white
frlsonar. who had been spirited away

rom Alexander county, had been tak-
en out of the Catawba jail and hang-
ed by a of unknown men, who
came In that night on horseback and
quietly did its work."
c"Whu had Church done?"
ad.

“Robbed a home and killed an old
lady. The running down of the mur-
derer makes & most entertaining story.
It was months, I think, before any
clue was got Finally, however, a
young c<hap, Harrison Dockery, of
Wilkes, was arrested, cast into pris-
on and Induced to conrm Boon af-
ler the news of the confesalon, which
implicated Church, began to spread
Church gave himsalf up and got the
$600 reward offered for hls arrest.
While in prison he tried thres times
to kill Dockery, once by hanging him
to the ceiling and twice by polson, and
Just the merest accidents saved his
lite. Following close on the heels
of the last effort came the lynching.”

The recital of these facts by Dr
Campbell _¢reated [n me a desire to
know the full story of Lige Church
and for several years I have desired
to Interview Mr. Linney, who knew
llldlbout the affair from beginning to
end.

MR. LINNEY TELLS THE SBTORY.

*I want you to tell me about Lige
Church, his erime, his arrest and his
death,” said I to Mr. Linney on the
train the other day.

“Lige Church was one of the
smartest men I ever saw on the wit-
ness stand,” sald the lawyer. “"Why,
he was as cunning as a fox and as
keen as & Philadelphia la

“Many years ago, near Hiddenits,
the daughter of James Thompson, an
aged farmer who horded money, was
beaten to death by some villain with
an axe. The crime was committed in
daylight, some time between noon and
dark.

“Thompson—a good farmer, A
thrifty hosbandman—had the reputsg:
tion of being & person who kept about
his premises much money, aspecially
silver. A large guard dog ran at
large in the yard to protut the place
from trespassers.

“On day Thompson went to & hnck
fleld to work. He had been there
less than two hours when his dog ap-
peared and began to behave in a
strapge way. The brute seemad 1o be
wrought ap and uneasy. His bris-
tles were lifted and he would start,
running toward the house, and turn
and come back, as If trying to get his
master to accompany him. But
Thompson plowsd on until dark and
them went home. On his way to
the front door he stumbled over the

I ask-

T -ﬁ'
® \L--\

about the

malled, and one of

forelgn ooin for p g

3800 in coins tlllt fron
m Thompson ll;oilu the nﬂy oao' ]

owner gould identify

I found in Alleghuny. :
I'llollh.!h‘htkﬂl. but atv

It acemed impossible to get anmy olus|’

as 10 the names of the strange men.
}sut :I.a ; 'iun::d to th.bo.uur persons

notice & brigh yeur-
old lad followsd me lnl.’hﬁnul in-

lay & plece on the
#,"” and the short
one answered, “All right, Lige.” ' The
::;theatuhuwumnkon-
dge where Lige cut his initials ‘E
er We knew then that Lige
Chumh. & notorious fellow, who lived
in Wilkes, about thirty miles from
the Thompeon home, Was one of the
party. Later we had Dockery ar-
rested on suspicion and inside of a
weéek he confessed. He and Church
traveled all night to get to Thomp-
son's. They went by A roundabout
route to espape detection. After
entering the house and robbing It of
its horded wealth, they went to the
w ods to divide the gpolle, As they
ked the old lady, who saw them,
said: ‘Lige Church, ] know you.' Hav-
ing pondered over this Lige deciared,
after dividing Dockery hils share of
the money: ' That old woman knows
me. I will have to destroy that evi-
dence.' Miss Thompson was mur-
dered.
LIGE CHURCH:SURRENDERS.
“When this came out Church sur-
rendered, ' with the wunderstanding
that he was to get the reward. It
was discoveresd that he had copcealed
in his shoe sole, between two strips
of leather, a bhurglar'sefile which he
intended to use In making an escape.
“Lige was given a hearing before
& Jusgtice of the peace. Dockery re-
lated his story, just as he had told
it In jull, and we corroborated it as
we went along. He #ald that on
the way to Alexander from Wilkes
Idige had stuck a needls in a pine
gtump, A runner was sent out and
the stump and needle found, A
portion of the money, sald the witness,
was buried In a stump-—the stump
was located but the money had been
removed.
“But with all this, Lige Church
tried to prove an alibl and produced
four or five withesses to prove that

he was on the banks of tha Yadkin, |+

more than thirty miles from the
Thompson place, after midnight the
morning of tha day the homlclde was
commyitted. He sald that the fsh
law rag ocut at 12 o'clock that nll'hl
and he w walting on the bank to
set his traps as soon ag It was lelal
to do so. I asked him what he, &
man who had been convicted of fel-
onies and had served terms In the
penitentiary, cared for such a small
thing as a fish law. His smart re-
ply wag to this effect: ‘No man knows
better that the way of the transgres-
sor is hard than I, who have served
sentenves for breaking the law, and
when I got out the 'ast time I made
up my mind never agein to offend,
not even agiinst a fish statute.” That
wis & very clever speech.

“Lige was bound to rourt and for
safe-kKesping was sent to Newton, but
when the people reallzed that he was
suzh a silck fellow they did not let
the faw iake ita compc. Lige was
taken from the Catawba county jall
and lynched by masked ‘men.”

RESENTS KITOHIN'S ATTACK.

J. A. Smith Presenis Afidavita to
Prove That He the Demo-
oratic Candidate u to His

Alleged Remarks Igno-
rance of Mill Operntives.

To the Editor of The Observer:
I see in your paper of thia date a

slanderous attatk on me, purporting

to nave been made by W. W. Kitchin,
the Demecratic candidate for Gov-
ernor, in his speech in your town last

night.
I intend to hold The Charlotte Ob-

server accountabla for eirculating this|’

slander on me, ¢ven though uttered
by a political demagogue. I have
uttered wno le or slander on Mr
Kitchin. I havé only repeatéd what
he ssid himsel! dn° the presence of
hundreds of witnessés, and the least
1 can ask you fe do mow is to publish
this statément over my gignature, I
am responsible in every sonse of the
word for it

The A in my mmu for
Askew. My name ls  John Askew
Smith, 1 was named aftes nr.;u'n:;
tather of the . name, wWho
o:?!?l the : =

niif

it
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PROHIBITION IN FLORIDA.

“Traveler” Tells What He Found in

(lty of Savannah—No Trouble to

Geot Drinks, He Says
To the Bditor of ‘l'hu Ohserver:

The writer spent S8aturday the 24th,
in Savannah and thinking they had
the lid on tight as In Charlotte asked
A friend If he knew where a bottle of
beer could be had. The friend re.
plied, "Why, certainly, nothing secret

'about it; all you have to do is to walk

into that bullding just across the
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