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FRIDAY,

) splendid meeting of the Greater
Charlotte Club, fine in attendance ahd
personnel and splendid In spirit, was
' #hat held at the Selwyn Hotel last
- might. New i{deas were sdvanced and
2 m undertakings set on foot, looking
‘ %o the future of Greater Charlotte,
&nd the car of progress waa given a
“freah impetus. The fixed purpose of
. #he mosting was to make the mem-
Dbemhilp of the club fAive hundred by
.‘.~ ist of December. Ia furtherance
~ #®f this the whole community should
* Sapd its co-operation, and The Ob-
i ®aPver begs the lfve citizens, whether
i  eomnpoted immediately with active
t, business or not, to give their ald by
. §olming the membership. Unlmaz-
dned good to the clty can be accom-
Plighed by an organization of five
~Bendred members, devoted to the
'\ grewth of Charlotte,

to be observed at definite

v when merchants of contigu-

mr, will be invited toa come
#ste whatthey can buy.

- There was much more, as can be

7 in our news columns, to the

ling of last night., which reflected

ately the spirit of the olty.

_ s 18 not time to dwell upon the

-m here, but thers is time to as-

@ert our delight on account of the en-

‘fhuslasm manifested last evening and

" %0 reiterate the hope that the citizen-

Ship In general will add its active
* infiuence to the efforts which are
making by the Greater Charlotte Club,
In this connection, for thes Informa-
and spiration of our peopls, we
Ml thelr attsntion to an Interview in
noth column which President Lee,
SOf this!clyb, has been good enough
Bive'a representative of The Ob-
war. It is not amiss to remark In
that the new president has
up with marked energy and
1 the work bequeathed to
k I:y Mr. BE. R. Preston, the club's
Bt president, to whom the city owes
y much in thanks for his intelli-
initiation of the great work It
in hand,
further thought upon the gener-
subject we must refer to the state-
aent In our news columns concerning
: p situation of the local cotton mills.
h of them have mnever stopped.
* Those which have been running on
sﬂl‘! time have Increased their hours
.ot operation and In all respects the
gofton mill prospect is brightening.
Charlotte was never so bright to the
e&ye as it ls now and Its
m was never so brilllant. The
. Bow of promiss is In the sky for it
8 and fer'all North Carolina. It asks
i wothing except that the politicians
Eeap thelr hands off and leave it to
0 Wwork; out fts destiny without their
I Banetul interference with it ia its
. Npward trend.

. THE OASE OF TOM JOHNSON.
.~ Mhe bankruptcy of Tom L. Johnson,
L Bayor of Cleveland, 0., will be gener-
iy regretted. He is one of the
m reformers whom recent years
- developed, who live In  the
and dream dreams After
: acquired by rational and hon-
M8t business mothods a competency,
B "l.lcred inte local politics and at-
pted the impoesible. His great
MBAL 4% mayor was for a three-cents
car fare. The wservice gt this
wus wretched and the people at
at referandum voted for a re-
Rito a five-cents rate. But they
too late about it, for his good.
most of his Investment was In
j street rallway aystem, and It has
igone into the hands of a recelver,
oomes of trylng to furnish
gor less than It costs, Tom
has sacrificed himself, has
& fine fortune, for the sake

i idea

" fabula docet Gentlemen
practics]l sense, io matter
S their purposes, are not to
" la grest administrative of-

Brazilians undertook o 4

The word “vaiorize” s a rw-ut
coinage and can hardly have found
its way Into any of the dlctionaries as
yet. It may be defined as a deviee for
the attampted maintenancs of the
price of any commodity by artificial
means. Coffes I8 the commodity to
which the valorizatipn idea has' been
applied in 'Brazil  The principal
coffes-producing States of that soun-
try, ied by the Btate of Bao Paulo, at-
tempted to fix and maintain within
certaln limits the price of the better
grades of coffes. Coffee, it should ba
remembered, {8 to these Bragzlilan
Btatss what cotton I8 to the South,
and, ltke the Bouth, they produce
much more of thelr chlef staple than
all the world'buldu, Their magket-
ing problem thus ressmbles the
South's very closely. After a perlod
of great profits, leading naturally to
enormous extension of planting oper-
ations, over-production no less nat-
urally followad. Prices fell, and
many planters were threatened with
ruin. In this emergency there arose
ocertaln false prophets of the economliec
school known in the Unitgd States as
Populistic, and they secured an actual
trial for what their American breth-
ren had advocated In valn. The gov-
ernment was to end everybody's
troubles and make everybody well off.
In its practical aspects. thelr scheme
was decldedly more rational than any
proposed by the American Popullists,
but it Aew no less in the face of the
immutable realities, Including, chiefly,
the law 8f supply and demand. 8tlll,
recalling from American experience of
a decade or more ago, how hard times
often make such economlic fallacles
temporarily popular, we cannot won-
der that they got thelr way.

These Brazillan sgrarian-paternal-
ists decided that the three coffee-pro-
ducing States, with the sanction of the
Federal government, should borrow
money for uss in buying up coffes and
keeping it off the market. Though &
coffes requires flve yeara to
maturs, certaln restrictions were lald
upen planting—the scheme-framers
having sense enough to see the neces-
sity for this, With the same end In
view, and to help provide funds, a
tax was levied on coffes exports.
Under the constitution of the United
Btates, It may be sald here, none of
these restrictions would have been
permissible. The obvious purpose
wWas to run & corner. It was suppos-
ed that by pledging the public credit
for many milliens of dollars and at
the same time Keeplng control over
the producer—a centrol which the
nature of coffee pllntln.- made pe-
cullarly easy—ths conditions fatal to
individual cornerers of great staples
in every racorded instance could be
safely avolded,

A recent statement of the fAret
year's experience showed that the
States had borrowed $93,000,000, of
which nearly $38,000,000 was borrow-
ed on bonds and over §65,000,000 on
purchased coffee, and had spent near-
Iy $716,000,000. On hand at present
are about $17,000,000 and 8,337,000
bags of coffee. The States, with all
their advantages, find themselves
facing Insuperable difMiculties. They
can't sell their coffee now without
breaking the market all to pleces and
they can’'t take up the surplus from
the’ new crop without a new loan.
But even If they became fnancially
able to care for thia year's crop, they
would find pressing upon them fthe
next year's and the crop of the year
after tha? Their condition would be
getting worse all the tima. They are
now seeing what they ought to have
seen from the first. Coffee s break-
Ing the coffee corner, just as cotton
breaks cotton corners and wheat
breaks wheat gorners. The Braszilian
Stxtes could make headway only. by
fighting produotion sc savagely as to
render the planter's conditlon worse
than It has been yet, with small pros-
pect of ultimate success, anyhow.
Braszillan credit has already suffered
great injury. So, finding no one wili-
ing to finance thelr misgulded venture
any further, the Btates now seek only
to get out of the scrape on as good
terms as possible. Glving full writ-
ten assurancea that S8ac - Paulo {rep-
resenting thé three) *“shall go ont of
the coffee business in all respects, that
it shall give up all propaganda and
other - enterprise. so. far- as present
contracts admit, and that It shall
make no attempt in the future to con-
trol by artificla] mrangements the
coffes market in any way,” they have
arranged with 8 London bond houss
for & $75,000,000 lomn. Even thus
the loan could mot be ssoured til
the republic .of Brasil had added
guarantee. The surrender to the law
of supply and. demand, which, it has

trea

Sae Paulo has been punished heavily.

For violating the laws: &f . brade |
B will be saddled with o debt of $78~4

thing in the nature of & copner

advanced, jet us turn them down.
The Brazillan experiment would be
& sufficlent example for the wise If
any example had éver been needed,

THE MATTER OF THE PRIMARY.

The Newton Enterprise, discussing
the announcement that Btate Chalr-
man Eller will soon appoint a comn-
mittee of five members of the State
executive committes to formulale
changes in the Demoeratic plan of or-
ganization to be submitted later to
the full committee, says, with its ac-
customed good senss: 5

“The alm should bé to minlmize end nbt
te accentuate the Importance of ,tb- pri-
maries. If we oduld get rMd Of the vol-
Ing between Dcmu and Democrats
altogether and get bBack to the old mys-
tem of appointing uninstructed delegates |
to the Biate convention, it would be bet- |
ter for the party. The arraying of Demo- |
orats agulnst Democrats at the ballot box |
makes breaches In the party that can-
not be bridged over befors the election
and have served as prolific recrulting sta-
tions ftor the Republioan party.

“Bul #f the commitiee decldes to retain
the primary elections in any form, let
the people now resolve, while the Inoi-
dents of thelast one are fresh in their
minds and while there are no candidates
in might to whom any paersonal applica-
tlon can bs made, that they will not
stand another speaking campalgn by
candldates for Govermor, Senator or any
other important office or headquarters
fromy which money (s distributed and ac-
tive work is carried on to boost one man
and assassinate another. The next man
who undertakes to lnaugurate this sys-
tem and force his rivale to follow suilt,
should be ostracized
cated.”

The mail which brought The En-
tsrprise brought also The Ruther-
fordton Sun, a paper of equal intslli-
gence, which says the same thing on
the same subject and says it well
Thus:

"The Bun [referring to another, malter]
belleves this Lo be true; and one of these
sources of weakness which it may safely
point out now while other sources are
held for future demonstration, Is the
adoption lor the last four years of the
party primary. lta effect upon party or-
ganization I8 demorallsing, and we had
almost sald pernlclous, Employing
against party friends methods of eloo-
tioneering that would mot be honorable
even If employed against party ememies,
can result only In destroying party en-
thusiasm if not endangering party loyal-
ty. The &m’mt.lan ol the ty primary
may be all'right; but so as expedl-
ency and practice go, It Is usually asso-
olated with much that is wrong. he old
precinot mnun?“lnd eounty conven-
tlons may have n open to abuses and
perhaps were so, but they did not fur-
nlsh one opportunity fer machine manipu-
jation where the primary furnishes &
score., Nor did they generats party feuds
and fraternal strifp, to be fostered and
fed untll they became destructive all
through the campalgn of that free apirit
of liberty and loyalty without which no

rty contest can be won. Monor and
onesty, truth and justice, are cardinal
virtues; and wo long as they are aem-
blagoned upon our party standards may
we go forth confidently to battle. But
wo cannot employ against & party brother
any narrow, under-hand method of party
competitlon, and then in the end expect
hm to prove himself A .saint where we
have beén'a sinner.”

If the Democratic party of North
Carolina does not realise the truth of
these sayings without ‘argument, then
argument would be useless. It may,
however, *be added, that iIn remem-
brance of the character of the ante-
primary campalgn pregeding the Btate
convention in Jufe of this year, It ls
amazing that the party made in the
recent election as good & showing as
it did, and that it cannot safely take
the chances on another such exhibl-
tion. The fidelity of, the minority in
the party under the circumstances in-
spires mew confidence in the good
falth of homanity, but there 8. a
point beyond which, under frequent
tests, it will not endure.

and excommunl-

The Armed Coward.
Chattanooga Times.

Why is it that the armeéd man al-
ways expects an unarmed antagonist
to make “a motion as If reaching for
a gun?'—Houston Post

For twg very palpable reasons: (1)
The man who habitually goes armed
ls, generally speaking, & coward and
has blood-lust in his heart; naturally
he takes the slightest demonstration
on the part of his antagonist to be a
threat and a challenge to gratify his
passion for taking life, which being
true he (2) always finds it handy to
avold the résponsibllity for hila crim-
Ina] Intent and his Jlawlessness to
trump up som sort of plea or pretext
for invoking self-defense—a plea con-
venlent to so many assassing intended
by the laws only to protect the Inno-
cent—and what could be better to
that end than “he put his hand to-
ward his plstol pocket” No man is
gafe against the habitual pistol-
toter. J

Bogus Check-Passer Turns Up Again
at Greensboro.

QGreensboro ‘relagum.

V. D. Higble, the man who passed
severa] worthless checks here  last
week, turned wup yesterdsy in Jnck-
sonville, Fla., according to a telegram

Boyles,

that
had presented a check for five dollara
on the Commercial Nationgl Bank and
inguired If the check was good. *‘An-
quick;” the telegram enjoined.

swer
My,

that
had.

| of durﬂnt in the Georgia experi-

have determimed )
operations of these

nent the
Willoug bead of the de
ment station hers.

“It seemns that our Southern farm-
ers are determined to be hiimbugged,"
says Mr. Willoughby, “in spits of all
the present day agencies that are hon-
estly endeavoring to educats &nd up-
lift them and lead them in the paths
of peace and plenty. The various
Btate departments of agriculture, the
Btate agrionitural oollages and exper-
iment stations and sven thes Federal
dairy division all stand reqly to give
advice and help In such matters, but
evidently the people do not choose
to hear,

“Some of us have thought that the
era of the creamery promoting shark
was forever closed n the Unitel
States, but in Georgia st least these
confidence men are once more con~
ducting their dlsgracefyl work and
finding many communities as gullible
and responsive to their wilea ug If the
game were new in the world's his-
tory.”

Mr. Willoughby has made a careful
study of the wildcat creamery finan-
ciering In the South and knows &ll
the tricks of the promoters.

"It ia hardly necessary to say." Mr.
Willoughby explained 1o & paper
which was read to the Commission-
ers of Agrigculture of the . Southern
States at their recont convention in
Nashville, Tenn., “that the principal
object of the promoter s to get all
the money he can from any commun-
ity that will take hold of his propo-
sitton, Tt s difficult to find many o~
calities which have as many as 300
cows In milk (that many 8 needed
to make a ereamery profiteble), but
this does not stop the p oter one
minute. Some of the plants bullt this
vear have from 76 to 100 cows for
support, sending from 800 ¢to 800
pounds of milk per day, yvielding about
fifty pounds of bujter dally.

"“The promoter quite willing to
spend his valuablé time canvassing
among the farmers, securing sub-
seriptions to stoek of the creamery,
which later turns out tp be & promis-
sory notes for hard cash at the bank.
You may be sure that he does mot do
this for mere glory, although he
paints wonderful pletures for the
farmer of a large weekly pay check,
increased fertility of the soll by keep-
ing catfle, otc. As a mattér of- fact
he gets a higher price for his a
than ‘a life Insurgnce agent w
$25,000  worth of business daily, and

less mercy when pay day comes
around than the most calculating
pawnbroker of New York City.

“The principal mode of graft used
by thesp sharks is In the les tald
about the cost of bullding tha cream-y
ery and furnishing the proper #
chinery ready for operation. ey
invariably put in more machinery
than the piant needs and rate it et
prices nearly double the ac ohtn.
logue price. For exampls, in & cream-
ery recently bullt the bulldin and
grounds are worth only $3,400, yet
the stackholders are under cantract
to pay $4,060 for this little ontfit. A
new creamery with a better bullding
and a somewhat more expensive plot
of ground could be erected for about
$3,600, yet the price set hy the pro-
moter 18 $6,000.

“Another ingenlous method of part-
Ing the stoekholders from thelr mon-
ey Is to assure them that a buttsr
maker ‘from the Higin distriot is ab-
solutely neb . "So they. send,
down s high priced man costing froms
$76 to 3100 a month to make or
100 pounds of butter a day, when he
could just as well moke 600 pounda.
As a result the cost of making butter
runs from 2 or 4 up to 7 or 8§ cénts a
pounid, when under proper conditions
it might be reduced to 1 er 1 cents,

“As already indicated, the dishonest
and unscrupulous promoter is the
originatar of the trouble. But it does
seom that these men have the back-
ing of the supply housesa that furnish
plans and machinery. If this is true
I would conglder the firms that send
out secret agents of this sort as even
more deserving of mM’t than
thelr hired  tools business
methods must result ln thelr ' own
disoredit in the end, from having
thelr machinery nmu or sent tn
the scrap heap.™ b

ns
statement vpuuu be practicable?

Has It ocourred to you that in or-
der to out & plan of this kind
there would be the cost of unioading
the coal into the bins and reloading
again into the cars, and n
the company g the inland
docks would have to keep on hand n
large supply of empty cars so that It
could reload the coal promptly for

tomrﬁ.
In to this, the coal will

bécome very expensive from the rn.ot
that {t womld mnot only E the
through freight rate from the mines
to the docks but subsequently a local
Teta from the #ocks to the various
small towns to which the coal might
be forwarded.

I am pimply calling your a tion
to thls, and while the statefment might
mislond somg of the unwary, yet I be
leve that to who are posted In
such matters, it would only appear
amusing. “RAILROAD.”

Roanoke, Va.

THE CARMACK TRAGEDY.

A Cold-Blooded Crime Without Ade-
quale ‘M
Baltimore Sun. '”

Mr, Carmack was the victim of &
erimes which has all the elements of
premeditated murder, 'Wa do not be-
leve that thoughtful men in Ten-
neasee stand for ovld-blooded murder.
The man who killeq Mr, Carmack was
not restrdined by the clrcumstance
that he was executing vengeance In
the presence of & woman; that her
lifs was impariled, and that the lives
of persons on the street—women and
children—were -joopardines, In his
eagernoss to kill ha took no heed of
the safely of spectators. It was, In
#o far as weé are able to judge from
the dispatches, deliberate murder. It
dia not riss above the level of a kill-
ing in & street fight, with all the
Shances against the victim. 'We can-
not think that Tennessee stands for
crime of this aAbominable character.
In the South of other days the code
of honor and the duel survived after
both were outls in other parts of
the United .  The duel was &
relic of barbarism, but it was infinite-
ly preferabls, i#f Wwounded honor or
grievance of any kind could only be
satisfied ‘'with 4 killing, to the street
fAght. Viewing the attack upon Mr,
Carmack from the standpoint of the
“code of honor,” the Tennesses editor
was the victim of n cownrdly murder.
\'Inrina it from point of
civilizstion and humnnlty 6 Wwas the
wictim of a erime whith bight to be
punishedu to the full extent of the
Inw, We trust Tetinessee justice and
Tennessce clvillzation will mske =
precedant in this .case whisgh “win
reflect the highest oredit upon both.

ASKED AND ANSWERED IN SONG.

South  Carolina Siars Hold
+ Forth on Mr. ‘s Defeat,
Iaumm 8. C., Newsa.
prominent eitizen of Ln.netnof
-.na our lfe-long friend, who ls evi
dently not ag admirer of Bryan, hu
given us the following for publication:
“Thorn, wg.t in the bl killed Billy

Nwmuwmmc-.uyofwurnm
paper lying.

lau-t.m‘t'o wl”!gu the truth ‘twes noth-
But a continustion of Bryan’s 4--d folly.”

It will ba observed that he asks
as & question uul then wunderiakes
to answer it fo w- prefer to
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