4 the administration of justice In Cabar-

THE REMOVAL OF THE REVE-

Py NUE OFFICERS.

4 It has been stated In the news col-
. wmng of this paper Lhal there has
besn lssued by the Commissioner of
Internal Revenue an order which will
remove from North Carolina the ma-
Jority of the United States Internal
revenue officers doing service In the
State after the 1st of January. With
reference to this matter The Indus-
trial News, Republican, of Greens-
boro, has & sensible, falr-minded and
nou-partisan editorial as follows:

“The immediate effect of Lhis order, In
all likelihood, will be that the manufac-
ture and sslr of whizkey will largely In-
crease in North Caroline. The resson for
this 1= (hat moonshiners huve a very
wholesome fear of Uncle Sam's officers,
but are inclined nol o take Lhe Hlale's
officers very seriously In the matiér of
punishing blockading. This lack of re-
wpect for the sheriffs and their deputies
is due In @« large measure to those officers
themselves, and for the reason thal they
bave relied upon the revenue officers 1o
enforce laws which the Suwate officers
have neglected. There are probably not
& half dogen sheriffs In the entire Btute
who have tried to enforce the Watts and
Ward laws, altbough these laws have
boen upon the statute books for & num-
ber of years.

“In the May election the pecple of
North Carolina, by & large majority vole,
decided to give prohibitiopn a trial, and
#t s clear as the noonday sun that they

t to have the law enforced gnd (hey
will not hold those county officers gulil-
Joas if they do as they have been doing
in the pmst. The law which forblds the
manufacture and sale of whjskey is as
much s State law as that against lar-
cesny, end the ofticers of the law are
Just as dersliot in nop-enforeing the ons
&s the other. It s, therofere, the plain

ty of every sherift and deputy in North

ling to gird up his loins for the com-

ing battie with the wary and doughiy
moonshiner.

“'Por some months revenue officers have
reported that, desplte thelr best efforts,
the llleit manufeacture of liguor was on
the increase and it is evident enough that
the withdrawal of the revenuers will
further stimulate its production. We take

atl the sheriffs, realizing the responsi-

ty that rests upon them in Lhis mat-
ter, will exercise the utmost vigilance in

enforoing the prohibition law."

The Observer, while entirely qulet
on the subject during the prohibition
campalign—arter having stated (s
views In oppositlen to the blil sub-
mitted by the Leglslature to the peo-
ple—after the election admonished
obedience to the order of things and
observance of the law to go Into ef-
fect January 1st at the mandate of
the voters. At the game time it fore-
told that when the prohibition Jaw
became effective, and there Lelng no
longer government distillerieés In the
State, the government would take itp
ey off North Carolina, and that the
enforcement of the laws against the
manufacture and gale of liguor would
depend almost wholly upon the Siate,
or rather, the county officers, who, In
the main, had been indifferent to the
execution of the State law against
moonshiners, '

All this will soon come to pass
Uncle 8am will withdraw his revenue
forces after January 1st, and the lo-
cal liquor ldws must be enforced by
local people, without the aid of the
government at Washington. In a
word, after the first ¢f next month 11
will be up to the sheriffs, and up to
this time few of them have manifest-
ed any Intergst in the State prohibi-
tion laws. For saying this before we
were sccused of advancing the aged
and hackneyed proposition that “‘pro-
hibitlon does not prohibit” and of try-
ing to discredit the Jaw. That waa
not true then and I* not now. We
desire to see the prohibition law and
all others enforced and the pres-
ent purpose |s to ghow where the re-
sponsibllity for (Its enforcement
lodges.

The Wall Streat Journal notes that
there are ten or more BStates whose
records show an absence of bonded
debt. These include Pennsylvania,
Illinols, Jowa, Michigan, Montana,
Nebraska, New Jersey, Ohlo, Oregon,
and (except for outstanding clalmm by
VYirginia of several million dollars on
old joint debt) West Virginla. North
Cuaroling does not get Iin the list, but
she could easily join It If there were
any special motive for doing so. The
man who bought her Income-earning
and paleabile property for the amount
of her obligations wvuld thereby en-
rich himeelf greatly

It Is learned with regret that an
editorial paragraph In  yesterday's
Observer in reference to the hanging
of Will Graham, colored, at Concord
to-day gave offence to some of the
Fo0d people of that place, The ref-
&rence was based entirely upon state-
ments made in Charlotte by clitizens
of Cencord. ‘The Observer has no
knowledge whatever, of ts own, in re-
lation to this case nor any purpose
;o reflect upon any Individusl or upon

gounty.

'Richamond is in a very fair way to
o Manchester, acroas the James
. the annexation comes off, Rich-
pd will gain about twelve thousand
b in addition to those galin-
a previous extension of lmits
bad 85.000 popuigtion by
. us of 18000—will push several

p wall-known cities close In the
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wrong-deing in commaction with the
purchase of the Panama canal prop-
erty from its French owners. What
may have happened in France after
the money had passed from the Unit-
ed BStates government's hands Into
the hands of the duly appointed agent
of the French courts was a4 matter
concerning which, chiefly In conse-
quence of Attorney Wm. Nelson Crom-
wall's evasions before the Senats
committee on Interoceanic canals,
there was & good deal of speculatign;
but Mr. Cromwell, declaring that his
svasions were only apparent and
were really due to honest Ignorance
of the .ubjod two years ago, has
since made as full & statement &as
any one could possibly desire. This
statement ls horne out in every detall
by the records of both the United
Btates government and the French
court. It appears that not one dol-
lar went to any American citizen and
there cannot have been any "Ameri-
can syndicate.” Among the nameas
of 6,000 wsecurity-holders recelving
payments not one was the name of an
American. The relatlons between the
old and new Panamnr canal compa-
nles, for a long matter of conjecture,
have been made reasonably clear.
The; Roosevell admin!stration cannot
be fnvoived in any “Panama scan-
dul” for the simple reason that no
such thing occurred at any stage of
the proceedings

Though having Its Thome In the na-
tilona] capital, The Washington Her-
ald is In no sense an organ of the ady
minlstration, and It Is & very judl-
clous mnewspaper, '""The so-called Pan-
ama scandal,” says The Herald, “was
4 product of sensational journallsm.
It was exploited In the midst of a po-
ltlcal campalgn for whatever dam-
age It might do the reputation of the
Republican presldential candidate,
and was given currency by a4 num-
ber of reputable mewspapers whose
editors should have known better.
The facts as to the Panama canal
purchasea are in printed publie rec-
ords, accesaible Lo any private clitizen.
Probably ?.w government transac-
tions have been better documented,
Yet the original scandal story con-
tained a number of statements utter-
ly at variance with the recorded
facts, and within the past ten days
these faulse statements have been re-
peated, with the assertion that Presl-
dent Roosevelt's refutation of them Is
full of flagrant untruths, reeking with

misstutements - challenging line by
line the testimony of hils assoclate
Cromwell, and the ofMicial record.” ™

And thls appears to bLe jost about

the sum, subslance and conclusion of
the whole matter.

“FIRST AT BETHEL."

In the matter of North Carolina’s
firstness at Hethel The Charlottes-
villa Progress, Interbutting between
The Petarsburg Index-Appeal and
The Observar at the moment when

hostillties had been referred to & lat-
er datle, shows itsel{ an aAything but
Innocent bystander. The Progress ad-
mits that Henry Wyatt, the first Con-
federate soldler killed, came from
North Carolina with a North Carolina
company. The assertion Is made,
however, that Wyatt was a native of
Albemarle county, Virginis, his par-
ents having moved to North Carolina
in his eleventh year, Governor Glenn,
The Progress declares, admits this.
Moreover, while engaged in the con-
Fenlal occupation of Impeaching
North Carolina glories our belligerent
contemporary goes so far as to deny
that North Carolina was either front-
most at Gettysburg or last at Appo-
malttox. It approvingly msets forth
rival ¢claims made for Virginia in each
instance. .

One matter at a time. The Progress’
Bethel clalm is enough for the pres-
ent. It alone c¢oncerns the original
controversy and It comes with more
appearance ol at least partial validity
than the others. We have heard on
pretty good authority that Henry Wy-
att was born In Virginia. Perhaps
he was; at all events, we cannot as-
sert the contrary just now. Reserv-
ing any righta which subsequent In-
vestigation may reveal, we shall, for
the purposes of this argument, credit
Virginia with his birth., But what
does such an admisrion Imply? Noth-
Ing except that the slaln member of
the North Carolina company at the
first fatal engagement of the clvil
war—the man whom death happened
to single out among scores—was not
& native North Carolinian. The es-
sential fact, ““first at Bethel' stands
not only unchallenged but positively
admitted. And Henry Wyatt will be
honored with monumental stone or
hronge as the death-chosen personi-
fication of that North Carolina com-
pany.

The Index-Appeal is out of court
unless it can successfully combat the
admission made by The Progresa

HUNTER ROOSEVELTS OCONFI-

DENOCE. '
President Roosevelt tella the Bmith-
sonian Institution that if (t will send
fleld taxidermists or animal-skinners
slong with him on his Afriean hunt-
ing trip “the eollection which would
thus go to the National Muscum
would be of unique wvalpe.” Since
Mr. Roosevelt and Kermit will not go
anywhere other sportsmen have not
Eone, we wonder what the expression
“uniqus”™ expresses. Deoes 1t
that the other hunters were

AT
with the United States government of {

Aliko—The Pro-
gramme and Those Whoe Particl-
pated, \

The students’ Christmas concert
given Iin the Presbyterian College last
night at §:30 o’elock, was attended by
a very large and , appreciative au-
dience. [t was & musical evening, the
memaories of which will linger de-
lightfully with all who were present.

Miss Ernestine Nutall, the first per-
former on the programme, rendered
McDoweil's ‘““Witches Dance,” and
when she retised from the plano she
wis greeted with flowers and ap-
plause, fhe is & very handsome
young planist and wore a becoming
gown eof lavender. Bhe has much
talent for music and interpreted Mec-
Dowell excellently, '

Miss Elszanbeth Chambera, wearing
a lovely gown of pale blue satin,
sang “81 mes vers aralen]l des Anles,
by Hahn, and sang It beautifully. Her
volce |s true and clear and she slugs
with excellent taste. 8he recelved
lots of flowers.

Miss Virginla Wall played Mende's-
sohn's Bcherze and played it very
prettily. 8he looked very dalnty In
& blue gown and was graceful at the
piano Bhe recelved applause In
abundance and flowers also.

‘““The Bhylark's Morning Bong," by
Koulling, was played by a very young
and very talemted performer, Miss
Dolorea Bellinger, daintily attired in
& white dress with pink ribbon in her
hair. 8She played without error In
note or rhythm and she has a brilllant
future as a planist. Bhe was simply
starmed with applause and received
pretly flowers,

Milss Anna Delle Joyner, wearing a
blue gown, sang Becker's beautiful
“Spring Song,” to which her clear
soprano volce was charmingly adap!-
ed. 8She recelved generous applause
and pretty flowers,

Miss Loulse Parks, & very prelty
young lady, wearing & very pretty
white dress, played Chaminade's Ailr
de Ballel, and displayed a great deal
of talent. B8he plays with dash and
spirit, and it {8 n, wonder she was
so tremendously applaoded and re-
celved s0 many fowers.,

Milss Hazel Elllott, another very
pretty girl, wearing & becoming gown
of pale yellow, entertained the audi-
ence with a reading, "'How the La
Rue Btakeg Were Lost,” and she dls-
played great talent as an elocutionlal,
her enunclation belng clear, her pose
good, sand her expression and gestic-
ulation excellent. Bhe was enthuslas-
tically agplauded and recelved many

fowers. She gave a very captivating
encore plece about “Miss Ansella
Johnson.” As she left the slage more

than one admiring gentleman was
heard to say 'l want to know her”

Miss Ethel Pritchard, another very
voung plAnist, wearing a white dress
with pink ribbon, played Heller's
tuneful Tarantelle, and played It with
delightful effect, being remarkably
gifted., She playa with preclsion, her
fingering belng nocurate and clear,
her touch firm and her expression
good. She recelved a generous share
of applause, accompanied by violets
and carnallons,

Miss Winifred Pratt, looking very
handsome In pale blue, sang "My
Heart at Thy Bweet Volce,” by Halnt
Baens, Miss Pratt has a flne volce,
resonant and full, clear and flexible,
and ghe was listened to with unbrok-
en pleasure. She received lots of ap-
plause and flowera,

Miss Myrtle McRae, wearlng a blue
gown, played Miskorski's Valse Brit-
tiane, and played It in a captivaling
manner, having the eass and liberty
of the real musiclan, good tecnique
and pretty taste. Bhe recelved some
lovely pink roses and applause.

OTHERS WHO TOOK PART.

Miss Mary Bmith, petite, dainty and

clad in pure white, gave two readings:
(r) King John (Act. 1V, Bcene III)
Shakespeare, and (b) Diddie and
Dumps, two selections so opposite in
character as to dlsplay the versatility
of the tmalented elocutionist who was
very charming as she repeated the‘
classic lines of Shakespeare and very
irresistible as she recited the humar-
ous dinlogue of “Diddle and Dumpa®™
She was simply ‘showered with carna-
tions and cther flowers,
Miss Perry Griffith, wearing Dblue,
played Bartlett’s “Grand Polka di
Concert,” always & popuiir plano se-
lectiom, and Misa Grifita played It
well. bringing out ait the melody and
executing the varlous trills and runs
with artistlc effect. Bhe recelved a
prefusion of sweet peas.

Miss Marie Torrence, lcoking very
pretty and sweet In pure white, sang
“The Nightingale,” by Ballen and
ang- showed decided talent. Her
voice s musical, clear and joyous and
she sings with lovely Interpretation.
Her accompanist was very fine, play-
Ing well and looking pretty—Miss
Melva Carr. Miss Torrence brought
down the house and regeived lots of
Nowera.

Miss Sue McKeown played an Im-
promptu by Rhéinhold, and looked
very attractive in pale blue. She is a
good pilanist, playing with axcellept
taste and accudrate teomique, and her
touch s very tty. She received
lots of carnati and applause.

The progra was brought t0 a
close by “A Romance” by Rauben-
stein, sung by the college masurgla,
such a beautiful array of young Ia-
dles that the audience applauded
thelr appearance for several minutes
before they began to sing. They wers
sccompanied upon the organ by Mr.
Henry Anderson and upon the phnc-l

sion teacher.
Promigent Georglan Killed 'While
Hunting. .

A e, (e ‘3‘.314
ey P P
s 1o et
ort . &
ot 's ookt s
Elhul.lou presentad the
enor of a Co {

S

A TAnCy bakasr was also given. yes-
terday In the town hall under the
mapagement of the ladigs of the
Home Missionary Soclety of the Pres-
byterian church. Cakes, candy, nee-
dle and fancy work were qffered for
ssle, A substantial dinadf.with oys-
tors was also Served. The funds resl-
ized In this way will be applied to
charity in the town and community
and seversl needy famllles will be
tided over hard times by gifts from
this fund wisely distribu in times
of greatest ne

This town has probably beea hard-
er hit by the panlc than any town in
the Carolinas of which the writer has
knowledge. Both mlilla of the Fort
Mill Manufacturing Company have
been at a standstill for four months
For thr most part, the citigens of
the mill villages have moved awey
and the loss has been wseriously felt
by all business Interests. It 1s now
mtated that shee mills will reums
work on full time January éth.

The cotton crop hag been more gom-
pletely gathered up to this time than
for severa] years past. Very little is
now left in the felda. While some
of the most prosperous planters are
holding for a better price the great
r majority of the farmers In this com-
munity has sold the greater part of
their crop, notwithstanding the low-
er prices which have prevalled,

A development In religiouys circles
which is worthy of mention is a un-
lon prayer meeting conducted by the
churches. It has been thought wise
to merge the efforts of the Individusl
chyrches In this direction Into a unit-
ed effort and thus far the plan has
worked well. The Baptists and Pres-
byterians are now working together
In these meetings and It s hoped
that the Methodlists will also join In.

NIGHT-RIDER JURY CHOSEN,

Two Unexpected by
the State Hasten Hitherto Slug-
gish Trial—One of the Jurors Ac-
cepled Wednesday Proven 1o Be the
Father of a Night-Rider,

Union City, Tean., . Dec. 1T.—Two
unexpected surprises sprung by th
State on the second day of the tria
of the elght alleged night-riders, in-
dicted for the murder of Captain
Quentin Rankin, resulted in the com-
pletion of the jury this afternoon, and
wlll shorten the time of the trial

The State caused eonsternation as
so0n as court copened by fillng an
aMdavit, signed by all the attorneys
for the prosecution, charging thay J
H. Russell, the Arst of the two ju-
rors chosen yesterday, was the father
of a night-rider, and had been sworn
Into the outlaw band by one of the de-
fendants now on (trial, The son Is
Charles B. Russell, and Attorney Gen-
ernl Caldwell declared that this son
had participated in several of the
midnight ¥ides of the band and would
be used as a witness at the trial. He
told the  court that this knowledge
of the refatlonship came to him after
he had accepted the juror. Juror
Russell admitted his relation to
Charles Russell, and was excuosed by
the court, over the protests of the
defense,

When the next talesmen was an-
nounced apd examined, the defense
attempted to challenge him peremp-
torily. The Btate ralsed the point
that the defense, having used 2§ per-
emptory challenges, had exhaustod Its
legal number and two more. Attors
ney General Caldwell admitted that
each defendant was antitled to 240
challenges, but saild that when on a
Joint trial the defense did not specify
on behalf of which defendant it made
the challenge, 1t was presumed to
have made each challenge upon behalf
of each defendant, After & long and
bitter argument, the court prompt-
ly ruled with the State, and ordered
ihe case to procesd, .

The work of pelecting the jury then
procesded rapldly to a concfnuion.
Just half of the jurors are citizens
of Unlon City, the others being resi.-
dents In towns In the vieinity. Not
a single resident of the Reel Foot lake
region was selected.

ARMY OFFICERS REBUKED,

General Order Issued by War De-
partment Rubs It Into a Colonel
and a Captaln For Appropriating
Public Property to Unlawful Uses.
Washington, Dec, 17.—A stinging
reflection on two army officers is con-
talned In a general order (ssued at the
War Department to-@ay signed by
Gen, J. Fronklin Bell, chier of stafr,
ublishing the sction of the President
n the cases of Col Daniel Cornham
and Capt. Charles G. French, both
récently tried by eourt martial at Fort
Wayne, Mich,, In connection with the
pse of forage. The court sentenced
Colone]l Cornhgm to suspension from
command for one month and to be
reprimanded.

n the order General Bell says the
record of the trial s that Colonel
Cornham ally in the per-

form his 4 ns com-
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value  has n Aaj to -un-
lawful uses, and wmmm'ﬂi-w-
ed reproach has basn cgst upon the

administration of an important
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Thompson ‘would not
1 dénied the existencs of

that |
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medi-

shouid welcome the spread of
cal " and mmaltary | {3
neaded everywhsse, and
worm disease in all seriousness sho
be given careful attantion.” g
1 have for some years baen serlous-
ly interested in [ 1] and have
besn reading obtaina litera-
ture about It; but I respectfully sub-
mit that the general im on !
that vitality In the Bouth Is at a low
¢bb and on sccount of the hook-
worm, is not yet proven. [ aonly
maintain that we should not

unduly excited _over somethipgs
that is no mekns n a suf-
ficlent) fie form for the gener-

al public to grasp. This same ex-
citement broke out about ten years
ago, though it was then called “tha
lazy worm.” Meantime, Dr. Stiles
has evidently accomplished an Ip-
vestigation satisfactory to I.ym megdi-
cal fraternity, but which far m
being elear to others.

In conclusion; I submit that;

1. The chlldren of the Bouth are
not more deficlent in vitality than are
the children of other Btlates.

3. The relation of the hockworms
to the deficient vitality that does ex-
Ist s not clear.

3. The stallstics as to the compara-
tive death-rate In the: South are con-
flicting and not conclusive,

4. The relation of the death-rate to
the hookworms is not established.

6. The formula for the eradication
of the hookworms, if so simple and
effoctlive as claimed, should be maie
publio.

6. The diseusslon should be con-
fined to the medical fraternity or be
made ¢lear to the nubgc.

BRUCE CRAVEN.

SANTA CLAUS LETTERS BARRED,

Postmaster General Wil Not Remew
the Order of Last Year Hecause the
Pri Was Abused and Is Con-

Generally a Bad Practice,

Washington, Dec. 17.—Postmaster
General Meyer to-day announced that
he would not renew his order lssued
In December, 15807, permitting delivery
to charitable organizations of letters
addressed to "Bants Claus.”

Numerous complaints have been
made to the Postmaster General by
many vharitable organizations that
owing to the large number of such
letters taken by the wvarious chari-
ties while the order was in foroe, It
was not possible to investigate each
case, and that the presents given out
fall imte the hands fo-unworthy per-
sons, The practioe also was ob-
Jected 1o on the ground that it tanded
to make beggars of children,

The Postmaster General has direct-
od postmasters to t(reat the “Santa
Claus” leotters In accordance with
thase sectiong of the mnl laws which
provide that letters ring fetitious
addresses shall be sent to the divis-
ion of dead letteys unless the ad-
dress of the sender appear upon the
envelope, In which case the letters
will be returned o such addresses

It is estimated that more than
fifty thousand Jetters mre addressed
by the children of the country to
’ ta Claus” annaslly.

PEATH OF DR. 0. G. CANNADY.
Native of Nigh Polut, Who Was u
mu to m“«v Enni

Hpecial t0 The Observer.
Roanoke, Va., Deg, 17.—Dr. Chagles
Cann one of the most

qro lm t ph d

minent p an surgeons
rn Virginia, died his home hor;
early to-day of diseass, nged 4
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To-day and To-morrow will make a big gap in all Hol-
iday lines. Get busy, Christmas shoppers, before what
you want is sold. We have it now, but maybe not te-

morrow.

Tingel Cord,

It costs but little—no more than ydn can afford, si!e\

up your own pocketbook and well, furnish™ the giff
from a Se doll or horn to a Diamond Boach for $400.00,

WE ARE SELLING JEWELRY.

And more than ever, Busy, Busy—yes, busy ir this.
department. Getting in more novelties for Xmas each
day. No cheap western fake stuff here—we guarantee

every article sold, and our Cut Glass, gilver deposit
ware and sterling silver tableware is making favor for .
The L.-L. Co. ' 14 Vi

OUR 10c MISSION CHAIRS,

They are real cute, The high aim chair and recker
are so cute for 10c. Then the Doll dmingseb:i table
and 4 chairs for $1.00. The tall white doll chair for 28¢, |
the little doll Piano stools 38e, the tool chests the foot-
balls, the trains and trains with tracks up {6 $7.50; the =
magic lanterns and moving Picture shows up to $7.50,

those nodding head animals, mechanical toys, writing

desks.

at 60 to $8.00 and the Morris chairs for §3.50 to $6.00
Associa. | —all are fine gifts for the little ﬁﬂh; bt ¢
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