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MORE HARM THAN GOOD IN THIS.
. “The purpose of the President in tne
@reation of the country life commlis-
sion was a worthy one, no doubt, and
the body is capable of contributing
much to the objects in view, but it
will not do this by giving too patient
ear to that element of philanmthro-
pists wiio fee| sorry for the “natives”
and “mountain whites” of the South
And have benevolent, Impracticable
sand patronising schemes to proposs
for their *“uplift.” If the commls-
slon chimes in with the spirit of some
of those to whom It gives hearing It
will disgust this section and repel Iis
eo-operation. When a sclentific gov-
ernment officlal, as Dr. C. W. Btiles,
swho knows his business, comes o us
and polnts out where health condi-
tions are not ideal and teils us how
they may be Improved, he is entitled
to respectfu] atiention and to thanks,
but 1t another matter when we
are called upon to listen to theorlsts
who come with superior airs and in
a mpirit of compassion. We repro
duce a part of a Washington
patch of yesterday morning:

“Whatever aid or Influence tlie national
mothers' congress can render towatds the
amelloration of Southern rural life condl-
tions was to-dsy pledged by Its president,
Mra Froderick L. Schoff, of Plilladelplia,
to the country life commission, &t & hear-
ing given by the latier orgmnization at
the partment of Agriculture.

“Mra Bchoff appearsd with other mem-
bers of the mothers’ congress, to offer
the artive co-oprration of their organisa-
tion in the movementi to better the condi-
tione of the home life, particularly the
social conditions of the average country
home In the Bouth, and te teach modern
methods of cooking.'

The Observer for one resents such
offers as this—and also this from the
same dispateh:

“Dr. L. H. Knapp, in charge of the De-
partment of Agriculture's farm demon-
stration work In
three wschemea for the betterment
rural conditions In Southern Blales.

dis

“‘Ome of the most important nn;:l in
“Ia o

uplift worlk.' sald Dr. Knapp,
the Bouthern farmer get out of debt,

hely
!hm!; he was flyve years ago. Secondly. I
would revolutionize their homes, apd
third, 1 would take over thelr schools and
read just them. '

““Take over thelr sohools and re-
adjust them!™ Not If we know It
This with the proposition to “revolu-
tionize” our homes, s more offensive
than the suggestion of “taking over”
our kitchens and, in the name of &
higher civilization, teaching our wom-
cn gookery.

Thers may be a place In our na-
tional economy for the country life
commission; when It was appointed
we thought and sald so; but it ls not
to be found by heeding the advice It
heard in Washington Tuesday. That
is but to set the hair on us and cause
us to wash our hands of the whole
busineas if it is persisted In.

SOME DEATH-RATE FIGURES.

An Albgny dispatch to The New
York Times shows the death rate In
New York State to be 17.1, as against
an average for the country of 16,1,
It is the metroppelitan district which
runa the figure up above the averuge,
Of Btates for which rellable estimates
are available only Rhode Island and
Californig have a higher rate than
New York. Among forelgn countries
brought Into comparison Hungary,

with 26.%, s highest and Norway, with 1

14.5, is lowest,

The reader will recall that Mayor
Rhett, of Charleston, estimated the
death rates of Southern States, with
their large negro populations, helow
even the figures here glven for Nor-

wav—~and we may mention, incldent-
vrher | thirty-elght

ally, that In and
Beandinavian avernge hu-
man life Is longer by many y#ars than
fn the United States or the world at
large. Mr. hett made the death
rate for Bouth Carolina only a little
over 11 anfl the death rate ‘ar Narth
Carclipf only 10 have sald
once Are ex-
tremely good 1o luok at, but they are
enlirely too good s

Norway

countries

As we
Nwilore, these flgures
bhe true.

The
that '"a
ence to a certaln distir
*fool brother in
to have caused a4 coolness between the
President and the President-elect
Referencea o such an alleged cool-
Dess us s here mentioned have been
grequent within the past weak. This,

St Louls Post-lMspatch
White

says

recent Houme refer-

Ished man's
1=

Cincinnati said

the Bouth, advanced
of

I might say that he is less In debt

| CAamae

{retiable.

Charlestdn harber will admit any
American naval vessel now In com-
mission. Charleston, s We have re-
marked with nelghborly satisfaction
more than onoe before, has one of the
finest and deepest harbors on any of
the three American coasts,

These facts about Charleston har-
bor we assumed to be so well known,
especially to the authorities whose
word goes in such matters, that we
have not taken seriously a state-
ment in an Augusta dispatch which
represented the Navy Department at
Washington as hesitating whether the
warships should call at Charleston for
Mr. Taft on his Panama trip “be-
cause there Is not enough waler over
the bar at the harbor of Charleston,
8. C., to carry Mr. Taft over should
he persist in his plan of sailing from
that port.” But The Charleston News
gnd Courler takes that Augusta state-
ment very much to heart. The News
and Courler does not belleve that Mr,
Taft can be diverted from hls pur-
pose by any such misrepresentations
or that the Navy Department ever
espressed an opinion so far wide of
the known facts, but, jealous for tha
good of Its port, 1t feels re-
sentment, none the less. “The mis-
erable part of this whole business,” it
auys, in that some of our comtempo-
raries prefer for some reason to min-
represent Charleston even when they
know that they are dolng so. We do
not blame The SBavannah News and
I'he Augusta Chronicle so much for
their course—they could not be ex-
pected to do anything else; but we are
grieved bevond measure that The
Charlotte Observer should join them
In thelr campalgn of falsehood and
defamation about the port of Charles-
ton."”

The motlve for the “mlgrepresenta-
tion,” so far as The Obsetvar's shara
goes, 1s found stated abote., And we
promlise that never agalin, unless un-
der extreme provocation, shall we
make a moment's jest of the sacred
bar of Charleston.

A QUESTION NOT ANSWERED.

“What Is old age? 18 a question™
says The Montgomery Advertiser,
“that Is often asked, and which will
be differently answered from Jdifferent
polnts of view. To the child «f ten or
under, fifty years soems old age, To
the strong, healthy peérson of ffty
seventy-five would be looked on as
murking an old person, bul if one Is
healthy at seventy-five what Joes that
one consider old age? HRecently out
in Kansas a man who had just passed
the seventy-five mark was buried and
those who stood around the grave
pasied the remark that the infirmities
of old age had taken him from the
earth, but they were interruptled by
the remark from one of Lhe mourners
that his age was not hurting him any.
The speaker was the dead man's fa-
ther, who had nearly reached the cen-
tury mark.” A man is as old as he
feels; a woman as old as she lonks, Is
the fumillar saying; or otherwise, a
man |s as old as his aerterles, It 18
quite true, as our Monlgomery con-
temporary says, that age Is difTarent-
Iy regarded, dependent upon the age
of the person having the subjeut In
contemplation. There was once & man
of forty who was shocked by hearing
& boy of twenty refer to another man
of forty as “that old man' It had
not before occurred to him that any
one could consider him an “old man"
and yet he had just heard one of his
age so spoken of, A prize-fighter Is
old at thirty—too old, perhaps, for
his business: and the same thing is
probably true ol a baseball or foot-
ball player. Young men who are em-
ploves are apt to exaggerate Infirmity
In others oldar than themselvea or to
Imagine it where It does not exist
Recently a man applied to a young

name

| employer for a position and was asked

He answered that he was
“You are too old,"” was
the quick rejoinder, and yet tho po-
sition applied for was not one calllng
for exercise of great physieal

his age,

the

| exertion or demanding speclal actlvl-

ty. Ho, after all, *What Is old age?
depends upon the polnt of view.

We regret that The Charleston News
and Courler |s fretted at The Ob
server, along with other papers, for
having published an Associsted Press
iispatch Monday morning to the el-
fect that the North Carclina and
Montana will not carry Mr. Taft from
Churleston to Panama for the reason
that the water ls not deep enough on

| the bar to admit of thelr sure cross-

It 18 true that a later message
from Washington the same
morning saying that this statement

Ing

ham, and the tasteful dedication is to
him, The officers of the alumnl asso-
clatios are Ovid Pullen, pregidgnt;
Clinton Powell, vice presidemt; Dun-
ean McLean, secretary and treasurer;
and the staff of the Annual are
Thoranwell Gibson, editor-in-chief;
Elizabeth Powell, Florence Bradford
and Dan Carter, associates; sng J.
Oscar Mann, business manager. The
record of the class of 1908, illustrat-
ed with a well-executod out of each of
the eleven graduates, must

great encouragement and satisfaction
to al] the friends of and beligvers In
this great work. We are copying it
herewith for Its iIntrinsic Interest;

“Austin, Myrtle—Entered Barium 184,
from Durbam. BShe ls now studying at
the Sitate Normal College, G ro.

“Austin, Coline~—Entered rium 1806,
from Durlam. BShe is also " the
course at the Btate Normal College,
Greensboro,

Barium 1808,

rganton. He Is now working at

Charlotte, in the Selwyn Hotel. He In-
tends to take a college course later,

“Pope, Martha—Entered Barium 1901,
from Mint HIL B8hée Ia now living near
Matthews, and teaching In the Mecklen-
burg schools,

“Hoover, Mellssa—KEntered
Bprings 1500, from Harrison.
college at Red Springs Seminary, Red
Springe.

“Mariin, Margarel—Entered Barilum
1903, from Carbonton. Bhe Is also sitend-
ing the State Normal College, Greens-

boro

“McLean, Lochamy—Entered Barium
19, from Vass. He Is now living with
Dr. Bingham at Mebane, where he la at-
tending school. He was president of hin

Barium
Bhe s In

new.

“Fite, Annle—Enterad Barium 185, from
Belmont. Hhe Is at the State Normal
College, CGreensboro,

“Sossaman, Grace—Entered Barium 1000,
from Harrlsonburg, BShe lived with Mr
Boyd the lnst three yoars she was &kt
Barlum She s now attending Lhe
Sweaviile Female College.

"Heartha Heatty—Was In the Home
when It was at Charlotte, 188, 8he has
always been the ‘Home's baby." Ehe la
now Hving {n Charlotte, where she has a
good paosition,

“Kdna Douglangs— Entered Barium 159,
from Mount Mourna She la now studying
at the Btate Normul College, Greensboro,

Eighg of the graduates, It is seen,
are altending institutions of higher
instruction and three have lucrative
employment, The personal notes con-
cerning graduates of years past show
records of endeavor, on their own
accounts, of boys and girls engaged
in different lines of employment, A
glance at the pages of this Annual
will strengthen the confidence of all
who belleve In the orphanages s hu-
manitarian Institutions and for thelr
practical value to the State In turning
out workers and State-bullders. Every
dollar econtributed to them yields re-
turns (an Rundred fold and It Is the
glory of North Carolina that iIn Its
many institutions of this character it
cares for, educates and prepares for
livey of usefulness so many hundreds
of the orphan children of the people.

It Is well at this hlessod geason to
think on these thinge.

DPOWNER-HERVY.

Popular Couple to Wed at Noom To-
Day—Miss Klisabeth Frances
Downer and Mr, W. H. Hervey.
Miss Elizabeth Frances Downer and

Mr. W. H. Hervey will be united In

marriage at high noon to-day in St

Peter's Eplscopal church, Rev, Harrls

Mallinckrodt being the officlating

minister, This announcement will be

of interest to numerous friends of
both, no previous announcement of
thelr engagement having been made

There will be no attendants and only

intimate friends wili be present on

the happy occasion. Mr. Hervey and
bride will leave this afternoon for the
home of the former in Ralelgh

Miss Dower, who {8 from New

York, has been in Charlotte for four
seasons, having occupled the respon-
gible position of head trimmer at
Ivey's store. 8he I8 an accomplished,
vivacious and attractive lady, to whoss
charm tribute is pald by the number
of her friends. Mr. Hervey has been
& regident of Charlotte for about two
years, having been a clerk at the Cen-
tral Flotel. He has lately taken &
position to travel for the American
Crockery Company, with headquarters
gt Greensboro. He has many friends
in this &and other towns. Their home
will be In Ralelgh, his headquarters
remalning at Charlotte while he Is on
the road..

TOOK BOOTE BY FORCE.,

Lively Eplsode Near the BSouthern
Sintlon Last Night—Negro Cut and
Robbed of Ga Jug.

‘“Assault and robbery.” These be
strong words and ominous, That
they carry with them no light penalty
may be realized by Richard Gaston,
a young negro man of about 30 years
The ¢harge is the sdquel to his in-
dulgence of a mad deﬂra for a jug
of intoxicating liquld In the hands of
Jesre Moss, a colored boy of about
16. The asshult alleged occurred last
night after 11 o'elock near the South-
ern Rallway passenger siation. As
2 resdit Gaston s & prisoner, cram
full of liguor and cocalne, and moss
fs a patient at his home on Middle
sfregt, badly cyt about the shoulder,

xrown Igeal character,

un. each for the
and M osetution

‘th of c' d’t‘:
well-known ©

" of the cmng. n the
orhood of The ¢ -

Were and
Davis, indieted on the charge of an
asszult with dendly wea the pros-
ecuting 'witness Dbeing . Lester
Cathey, of the same section, The
origin' of the trouble was have been
in some misun ding About busi-
ness relations n the two
Davises and Cathey and anotha~ whe
war in o way sasociated with him in
the making of brick. The. other's
had been ex-

in this action. oy had also allow-
ed Cathey and 8mith to make briek
on Bllas Davis' place and means of
ingress and ogress had been provided
for, &, gate having been bullt. - When
the trouble arose, the bhrick men were
forbldden to gome upon land of
Davis. This was disregarded and on
the mornt of December 18th aboyt
dewn, Ohatles and Sllas Davis station-
ed themselves at a convenient plate
and when Cathey came there, It was
stated by him, that Silas pointed the
double-barreléd shotgun which he

ceed. A personal encountér followed
the collquy and at the end of it Cathey
was lying on the ground and one of
the brothers was sitling on him. He'
exhibited a scar on his head to the
court. A pair of knucks was found In
the pocket of Bilas Davis,

Messra, P. Marion Redd and J. A
McRae represented the prosecution,
while Messrs. Pharr & Bel] looked
after the defense, Examin®lon and
cross-examination of witnesses was
likely and warm spesches were made
by Messrs. McRas and Pharr,

Bond in the sum of $100 each was
required of the defendanta.

BIG SUFPLY OF POWER.

Southern Power Company Wil Short-
ly Offer production of Another
Electric Development to the

Tra Total Capacity o Be 110,.-
= 000 Horse-Power.

Hydro-slectrio power to the extent
of 40,000 herse-power from the de-
velopment of the Southern Power
Company at Rodky Creek station will
be avallable within a few weeks and
will Immediately be offered to the
trade, The work at the Ninety-Nine
Islands station which will produce 18,-
000 horse-power is also balng pushed,
Mr. B. H. Hardaway, a contractor of
Coulumbus, Ga., having force of hands
at work there In order to have that
development completed just as raplid-
ly as possible. His contract to do this
work amounts to $660,000.

Bo great has beed the dgmand with-
In the last few months for electrie
power from the cotton manufacturing
trade that the S8outhern Power Com-
pany Is concentrating its forces to
have all supplies In immediate antlvi-
pation avallable as early as the work
can be done, Thisa aceounta for let-
ting the contract for the Ninety-Nine
Islandas development to an Indlvidual
contractor, all this work having In the
past been done under the Immediate
supervision of Mr. W. 8. Lee, Jr,
chief engineer of the concern,

Practically the entire output of the
plants now In opération and those
which will produce power within the
new 12 months hms been sold ahead.
The capacily of the company when all
these statlons are gpet 0 work will be
in the nelghborhood of 110,000 horse-
power, of which at least 80 per cent
will go to the cottom mills in pled-
mont Carollna, covering a territory
from QGreensboro on the north to
Greenville, 8. C., on the gouth. Other
stetions thereafter will be developed
as the demand for power Increuses,

A MORNING WITH RECORDER.
Young White Men Fined Heavily Ior
Disorder’ nduct——Ernest

ly Co Mil-
m'anw‘twmmﬂuolism-
serted and Ohallenged.
¥ines of $15 and costs were Iim-

posad on Bam Alexander, M. C. Baker,
Blake and Paul ter, the young
white men who conducted themsclves
in & disorderly mannér in the red
light district, & Ja . the Atlanta
mayoralty nomines. are from
an out-of-town place & came o
Charlotte to see the sights. Alexander
pppesled. Baker went to jJall, being
unuble to pay at once.

Henry Hayden, a hick driver, was
fined the costs on the charge of belng
located contrary te thp Tequirements
of the city ordinance st the Southern.

The gquestion of whether Ernest
Miller, colored, has & right to lug a

his pool room, was . passed up to the
Sdperior Court. Is the overseer
and It was con i that the law

Jdea of &

cives hh:ni the L
man running & poeol fobin Wwith & gun
didn't strike the  Fecorder  Very
faverably. Y
The recorder dlmmissed the charge
brought by Tom Saunders,
washer at the Southera and a w;‘ll-
m
McArthur, colored, 'h; works at the
same place, Tom ‘charged him with
stealing about 33 from him.

uCherokee For Cralg” Man Here.
Mr. Marshall W. Hell, of the Mur-

by two pairs of lawyers|

name ls Smith, Credit ‘
tended to the two by the défendants

had at him ahd torbad him to pro-

“If Tou Bhould Bed a Big Green Tree*

“Jolty OM4 Bt. Nicholas*
“Bing a Song of .aristmas®
Edith Gilehrist,

ymn,
I Thought I Had Two Kitty Kins.”
Dudiey

Rutladge Z
“T Hoard the Halls on Christmas Day."
Willlamson Bredford.
“Then Let the Holly Red be Hung."

“I'a Like to
Anthony Bday.
“Maerry, Merry Christidas Bells.”
“0Old Banta Puts on Flis Cap”
Clark Bmith.
Christmas Biar,
“The Polka Dots.”
Hattle Dudley.
“Why Do Bells oF Christmas Ring ™
Laura Bmith. -~
“Oh, Glory, Glory, Glory.”
Cecll Ollchrist.
“There are Trees of Many Sizes.”
Catherins, Carmichael,
“Christmas Story.” .
George Cramer.
“A Merry, Mearry Christmas, AlL"™

MUOH SHIPMENT OF WHISKEY.

Preparatory to Advent of State-Wide
Prohibition .the Morally Stunted
Are Getting in Large Supplies.

It is saild the shipment of whiskey
to various points where trains will
stop, ineluding towns Jarge, small and
even young villa {s enormous. The
extent of the of intoxicants &t
this time i» probably due to the ap-
proach advent of the relgn of
Htate- prohibition, which begins
January 1st. Thoss whosa custom
has been to [mbibe & little of the
much-legislated-against article are
not williig to risk an entrance inte
the new order of things without
having & supply close at hand.

The reporis received here are to tha
effect thiat tralne are stopping &t
every lttle station to unl griat
guantities of whiskey. It Is not
coming in pints and quarts, but by
the gallon a in vessels of various
dimensions. Charlotte man de-
clares that In ome of Mecklenburg's
I'ttle towns the other day about 26
gallohs were unloaded and distributed
to its rightful owners. It is not fur
from one section of the county that
doeen't belleve unanimously by . any
menns in prohibition. This Is alleged
to be a sample of the business which
the railroads are now doing. Maay
thousands all over the Btate voted In
favur of whiskey at the' late election
on the subject and many of those
are not allowing the epportunity nf
supplying themsalves to by, The
demand (s great, but 1:- supply Is
equal to the v-?ncy from all that
can be heard orth Carolina and
Virginia citiss wherein saloons have
besn stationed are now having the
greatest sala in thelr hjptory.

POP-STIOKS ALLOWED,

After 8 O'clock To-Night the Boys
win Ihﬁ Thelr  Fun—Lasls
After a conference yesterday among

the city officinls It was agreed to al-

iow zh;“ohn:nu to luv;tuulr C‘.'hri;:-
mas mn by m v tie

A mt -J“ rough-

ogt the entirety of to-morrow and to-

morrew night the nblse will be legitl-
miéte. Soms of the merchants re-
quested that the hour 6f beginning

the bedlam be ﬁ.ﬂ’:‘“ until 14

for an eariler hour and the recol-.
leeilion on the part of the city fathers
they themselves
against the later

The law applying to the placing of
¢xploaives on the street car tracks is
not made invalid by the ruling and
thuse found guilty of this sort of .mn

subjeet themselves to the ' un-

act
m-:tmu of an
does the

pistol nbout with him concealed; In|gf

it

s
i

:
2
gi
|

ainoom‘ein‘tcmtthgm made to- ,
night, we extend the guessing till we close. |

i .. /
Doll in Show Wir
Any little girl under 10 years can have one

guess, and the nearest to how many checks our
salespeople make to-day gets that '

Big $15 Dressed

Thoss out of town can mail their guesses.
All 'write name, address and guess on a piece of -
puper”mddwnlnaboxjmmmm_

Years (an Guess
Look in our Sunday’s Idfulmﬂjm-_
No time to write pds. 'We are awful ln;q

4 Do EE o YR
’ . ;g L. 1-.:'!..' i

llllm"nunmotlqutb 7

save the delivery boys from
m-' o'clock: Y L
you'l be sure fo got them |

being out

however, is the first explanation of (t | was not substantiated and directing
We have peen. | that the original dispatch be “killed”
| but this was not until after the first

where his assallant did exécution with | phy bar, spent last night at the Cen-
a knife. { tral. Mr. Bell was & to the
Both the negroes had been to Balls- y the tion last

i:i
i

| oot thom.

:

i
ig,

not yet

{7 2
s t_? And so Prince Henry of Prussia,
E Kaplser s brudder, known
liked In this country
pw, will visit us with a squadron
Year With him will be Prinre
plbert of Prussia, one of der Kal-
gr's soms, also a fine fellow. Goot!

already

as & fine

m may the Sargasso sea, that

half-mythical whirlpool of |

. has disappeared. But at
‘Actounts the Gulf Btream was
8 business, we are more than

falling on Friday this
merchants of most cities
for part or all of Satur-
b And this course we
Bend as an excellent ¢xample.

i

at
it appesr that

| member of the company

| edition of the morning paper bad been

printed and the editorial office Indeed
dld not know of the “kill" message
until last nlght. The News and
Courler when in cooler blood will re-

| vise its opinlon that there was pur-

pose In the publication here to deo
Charleston injury.

Cangoled by the reflection that the
slain had
been born in Virginia, The Peteraburg
Index-Appeal forbears all opposition
to North Carolina’s fAirstness at Bethel,
We are exceedingly gratified to find
The Index-Appeal right-minded on
this important subject. A little
later on, If I manifests a desire for
light, we may fake up the matter of
fts conversion in regurd o Nerih
Carclina’s lastness at Appomattox.

bury. The younger returned with &
gallon jug and a haif-gallon Jug,
¢very avallable inch of whose Interlor
had beeén put to good use. Spon after
the passcngers left the train  the
older sprang furijonsly on the younger,
cut him up and skipped oul with the
larger jug. 'He did not have it when

the affair and two ers saw h

making off with his " hooty..
Gaoston ls sald to have been ‘on the
gang frequently, k :

The Christmas issue of The Char-
and

arrcsted, but st least ons witness i

summer and says that
made good the sleep
during that
when he cast

he lost

:!




