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Bpecial to The Observer.

Raleigh, Jan. 23.~The legislative
committes of the 1907 General . As-
sembly, which has been engnged the
past month or longer In the Investi-
gutlon of the records and general of-
fice conditions in the State Treasory,
the Auditar's office and the office of
the State Commissioner of Insurance
transmitted jts final report to (he
Goneral Assembly tosday and it in-
cludes a number of sharp criticisms,
onpecially of the Department of In-
#urance, as well as of the Auditors
office for muditing clalms not clearly
grounded on the statutes clted as au-
thorit. This last ls possibly a oritl-
cism of the Council of Stato rather
than the Auditor In several respects,
us the general condition and manage-
ment of the Auditor's Department as
well as that of the Btale Treasury are
highly commanded.

THE INSURANCE DEPARTMENT.

After detalllng the insurance oar-
ried on Btate property by the depart-
ment, the aggregate belng $2,191,800,
the report continues:

“Upeon the examination of the books
and accounts in the office of the In-
surance Commissioner, your commit-
tes was unable to make any examl-
pation which would be sutisfactory to
them and just to your honorable
body, to whom We Wgre required (o
report the result of our Inv gation,
Wae, therefore, secured the services of
an expert accountant to assist us In
making the examgnation, which wo
felt It our duty to make. We trans-
mit to your honorable body the let-
ter direcied to us hy the gentlemen
who made thls examination:

“ o the Honorable Board of Com-

missionars Appointed to Investigate

the North Carolina Btate Offices

Raleigh, N,/C. ’

“ ‘Gentiemen: Agréeable with your
request we Have exnmined the books
of James R. Young, State Insurance
Commissioner, during the period of
¢5 montha from December lst, 1906,
and ending January let, 1008, and
beg leave to submit the following re-
marks:

BOOKSE NOT PROPERLY KEPT.

" *We find that the books have not

been properly kept and balanced, and |

that no oasd Dook has boen kept,
showing  the socurats recelpts and
disbursements of the funds handled
during the_period of our investigation.
Nelther cotild we find st sny time be-
fore or sings the peridd of our inves-

tigation

ahoat had %" : B
balance on J H
have been mrm

balahea, It sny, the State Imsurance
Commissloner should have had on
hand or due the State on December
1st, 1906. However, we find that hia
bank pass books show a balance in
bank December 1st, 1908, of §$13-
162.98, Iin which should have been
$3,248.40 belonging to the investigs-
tion of the fire fund according to tha
commisaloner's rocord, leaving a bal-
ance of §8,004.20. Owing to the
ndition and manner in which the
it‘:mlu.n have been kopt, we are unable
to detérmine where {t belongs, except
that the commiisioner claims it has
been his custom to always kesp some
$5,000 or §6,000 of hia personal
funds in this State depository bank to
mest all balances that may be due
to the State and mnot included in his
remittances to the Btate Treasurer.
We are also unabls (without con-
suming more time and going further
back into the records than the com-
mittee felt it was thelr authority) to
determins the accurats Jedger bal-
ance on December 1st, 1806, for the
reason that we found in some in-
stances ‘where businéss handled dur-
fng the period of our Investigation,
which begmn December ist, 1808, had
been entersd on the ledger prior to
that date, but we did not go back
enbugh to determine all charges
sgainst the ocommissioper for busl-
pess so entered that belonged to the
period of ogur investigation,
“In view of the manner in which
the books have bheen kept and the
absence of a proper cash book of
recelpts and disbursements, the benat
we were able to do, with the peried
ou wish investigated, was to estab-
jsh all charges and collections of
fitate funds according to the records
found and allow credits for disburse-
ments according to bank  vouahers,
which we have dome, and  herewith
enclose statement of sume showing &
balance over In bank amounting (o
fi4,985.09, and which settlement you
will note does mot include the com-
misgioner’y fees, charter féess, appri-
sals, cash and. ooupons which the
commisaioner claims were items nol
dus to the State and were handled
as & personal matter and enters In his
ledger account
" NO DIEPOSITION TO CONCEAL
N ommissioner gave us all the
assigtance we could for Tn Wik~
the Investigation ang showed no
aumou,to conceal any of his rec-
ds, and while. our Investigation did

I

ler are required to legally trannfer

same to him as Insursnce Commis-
sloner and his successors in office for
the common benefit of all the holders
of. thelr registered capital polities. 1o

(R grept many cases this statote has

not baen at sll complied with, and the
fact that w grent many of the sécuri-
ties dapopited here are In the nature
of stocks and bonds payable to'bearer
shows the importance of this law be-

Jing complied with,

“We further fand that under Soo.
4784, Revisal of North Caroline, the
Insurance Commlissioper 18 required
to keep a careful recerd of the se-
curfties depodited by each company.

@.regrel to say that this section of
flie law has not been followed at all
We find that there ls on deposit In
the office of the Insurance Commis-
sloner sccurities aggregating §1,000. -
060 and the only 1 (i it can oe
termed* & vecord) which the Insur-
ance Commissioner has of them Is a
small book which he earries in his
breast pockel, and upen which some

‘of the aecuritits wppear, nll of which

are written in lead pencll. Your
committee desires to call speclal at-
tention to this and recommends to

your homorable body that this law be

fully complied with at once,
North Carollna, requires that the In-

in permanent form & record of his

Ings, including a concise ©f

atatement of the result of all ofcia) | f0-daYy. this thme In the House, when
Represeptative

and buxom Republican from Caldwall,
rhaps for buncombe, offered a reso-
1tign pledging adjournment February
liko its prototype pro-
posed a few days ugo by Benator El-
ott, falled, vet it evoked experss dnas

examinations of compunles. This law

s not kept and we have been unable |
to find where the Insurance Commia- ﬁ’

sloner has agy record of thls matter,
“Under Sec, 4823 the Insurance

Commissioner s required to collect & 4
tax of one-fifth of ope per cent. OD gof a sentiment whi

- h at
all the gross premium receipis of the perfect s‘rﬂ:,mant. g l‘ e DRt .8
The remark of 4 mubstantinl Rep=
conversation

fire compaples to defray the expense

of investgating susplcious fires, and resentative
keep m separale nccount of all money givea evidence of a prevalent fesling
received and disbursed under sald  ‘hat “our folks sent us here Lo pre-
chapter, and Include same In his an- vent and not ¢ foment legisladia.”

The ievel-hended
the County of Mecklenburg have their
eyes on the agliation whigh s seem-
Ingly arlsing among thelr people In

pual report. This has net been done
and your committes 18 unable to find
any record \'hlnh is satisfactory to
them of the amount of receipts or
disbursements under this section, and
same is not included in the annual
roport filed by the commisstoner ex-
cepl In & lump sym, which in our
epinion does not meot the statute.

"We find that Sec. 4783, which re-
guires that the securities deposited by
the life insurance companlies 0 pro-
tect their policles be registerod, Is
not complied with, as wé find thess
sacurities are mingled with other
seourities placed by the companies
for the protection of thelr guaran-
teed capital, We also find that the
Ingurance Commissioner makes his
fiacal year end on March 2ist and
recommend that it be changed so
a8 to end on November 80th, as docs
every other State Institution,

“We find a completo amd aoccurate
record of the investigation of fires
puch as he s required to keep"

In, conclusion the committes rec-
omrmends:

“Some of the State Institutions are
not required to digburse their funds’
through the State Treasury and the
Auditor, and the committes recom-
mends that this be refuired of them
all whether supported wholely or In

! by the 8tate, thus giving the
tate an Insight and supervision of
thelr management,

“That all securities deposited un-
der Sec. 4780, Revisal, be submitted
to the Attorney General, who shall
with the Insupanee Commissioner
approve the sume,. espacially for the
reason that the bond of the ° Insur-
ance Commissioner 8 only 325,000
and securities In his possession ag-
gregatsa $1,000,000, and the State
Treasurer should be custodlan of ull
funds which belong to the State eith-
er direct or In trust,

"It appedrs that some of the State
institutions do not report their earn-
ings to the Stats Treasurer, This
should be done and a statute passed,
to this effect”

THE AUDITOR'S OFFICE.

Treating the conditions as the ¢com-
mittee found tem In the office of the
State Auditor, the records are deolar-
ed to be acourately and neatly kept
and the work of the departmem en-
dorsed “except In that we recommend
that more attentlon be given the law
under which claims ars flled against
the State before the Auditor allows
a warrant on the Treasury for the
same. This we think will be done In
future.” Then -follows & list of
vouchera issued by the Auditor, the
committee claima, without authority,
and paid by the State Treasurer.

RENTED BOAT AND OFFICE FROM
) HIMSELF. |

“We also report that the examina-
tion.of his gocounts discloses the fact
that Mr. T, 8. Meekins, ish commis-

oner of the State, s « member of
the firm of Evans & Meekins, Manteo,
N. C, and that In the dlscharge of
his duties he i& required to rent a
boat and patrsl the waters of North
Carolina and see that the law in re-
gard to the Dshing industry is proper-

enforced and that he Is glven au-
under sald act to purchase
for sald boat and orew, and

in_persuafice. of such authority

he. ight & great many articles,
for mm rendered his ac-
a

count. that each article of
food supply for the past twp years
wag bought by him from the firm of
Evans & Maokins} that he has sworn
to the acoount as & member of the

ther find 14 ‘has rented office
fl':lr'n nlnrﬂ.& : _”‘:ht'n
$5.83 & month. ‘e fae] that it Is our
duty to call this matter to the atten-

tion of your ' as K is in
ﬂ:';auﬂn of Sec. m.}." »
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NO QUOKUM IN THE SENATE
' THE STATE I.I:‘:lilﬂlul“'RE LOAFS

litsle Work Doone Yesterday by Law-
Makers at Ralelgh—=Seuator Pharr
Oveuples Chalr In the U
Duri Briefl Sesslon—

Legisiature 1o Make
=The Sitaation
dents of That
Commisskoners of
Mecklenburg is Asked—Great Va-
of Men Makes Up Personuel

of Legislative Body,

| Bpecial by Staff Correspondent.
Raleigh, Jan,

stricted scope,

Consclousness that
“We find (hat 8ec. 4683, Revisul of journment Is desirable, that to do lt-
tle Is not to do I} and that an As-
surance- Commimioner should keep 8embly's usefulness will not be judged
osterity on a busls of multiplicity
oxpresgion agsin

a speedy ad-

solving what may nmow be termed the
prohibition problem.
of courfe rest
unanimity in s favor belng

The fate of the

tude In the matter thus far s non-
wrestle with
that proposition when they have
and In the meantime are not courting

FHARR IN CHAIR.

N. Pharr, of Charlptta,
this morning occupled the chair
the Seénnte during its brief
which was adjourned on the point of
Ninoe members are out
of the city on committes service, and
the motion yesterday to adjourn uvn-
Monday falled of passage by but

A petition has been
Meclkdenburgera
signed by citizens of
asking that the salary of the chalr-
man of the board of
commisstonérs be inoreased
a month to $125, and the
comminsioners

recoived by

Mecklenb
cklenburg }J,’;?"'i of Kansus, an

be ralsed from
The proposition ls undef
vonsf@erntion now.

DRAINAGE OF

Declaring that the
seepage from Luke Mattamuskeet In
the heart of Hyde Ils repdering value-
lems the richest agricultural land
rapiily depopulating
one of the mosl prosperqus of coun-
representatives of (hat
ara besaeching the Leglsiature to or-
der the iake drained,
claimed to ramaln the property of the
As an alternative proposition,
they ask the State to grant the lake
to them that they may do the work
at & cost estimeted at from

MATTAMUSKEET.

the State and

The situation depicted appears
be gerlous as well as Interesting.
the residents In
Legislature turns us
down, I'm not golng to return hgme,"
declared one this morning In conver-

out to seck @& position,
acres of the best land In Myde,

North Caroiina.
years 1 have not made a bushel
corn. The population of the county |
has been reduced one-third. The la-'
borers have departed
looks as.-if the landowners must fol-
low them to look for poaltions.
peopla of the S8tate do not
what ‘we are suffering."

Muttamuskeet lake,
all the trouble, Is & body of water 30 |
miles long, ¢ miles wide and at pres-
ent about 4 1-1 feel deep.
it _is estimated, 70,000 acres of tho
richest of soll. Estimaling
of this at $10 an acre, the Hyde peo-
ple say, the State would have & prop-
erty worth $700,000, while in reality
the land adjoining i worth or would
be were It not for the
$60 an acre. Of this th
acres which are devastated and made
to sink when the wet season makes g
the body of water rise. Dralnage will
have to be accamplished by pumps.
The top of the lake iz two foet above
Pamlico sound and also above

ke, $40 or:

Chief J. O, Wright, of the United
States bureau of irrigation and drain-
sge, has investigated the matter and
witt' be here Mondsy 4o report.  One
conference has already been held
with the Governor.

“A few years agd we shipped down
Falrview canal 150,000  bushels
declarsd one of
“In 1906 we
bushels; in 1907, 11,000; in 1808, 9,
000. And thus it goes.”

The wet spells have been visiting

1

7-78, 18971-88 both low-
jands and highlands were rendered
oductive. In 1336 the Stale cut
rainage canal. No bill has yet
been drafted on the subjecl

LOT OF FELLOWS.
fte variety of North Car-

the seotion
1867-65. 187

th -
fre is i~ | white or biack, againet & flend.” said:

multiplicity of | Bishop E. W, Lampton, of the African’

there is likaly
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tawer in solitude” in the West, an.!‘

the “thunder of the storm-tossed was-
ters of the Atlantie” are unfallingly
calied Into service by the speaker
who would convey a mental ploture
of the Blate's greatness, and because
they are both true and plcturesque,
the figures have lost none of thelr
freshness from much use,

There ix in the present House of
Representatlves a man who lives on
Ocrocoke lsland, 30 miles from the
muinland. And yet he s an scceredit-
¢d Representative of Hyde county,
to which the jsland belongs “1 am
the Arst Representative the Island
has had Ip the Legislature,' sald J,
W. McWilllams. “sinss the war. Be-

-

o .:.;;‘[:t:;d‘conu(l::gl fore the war my grandfather, Tiliman
sence of members from the elty and
the scarcity of business of Import to
be given attenlion were jointly respon-
Eible for a day of not-excessive conse-
quentialilty In North Carolina’'s Legia-
The Senate lacked & quorum
and took u day off, only a scattersd
eommittee meeting here
marking the afternoon,
of approval on a
most of them of re-
favorably reported by

Furrow, represented us for 40 years'

The island, which s a mile wide
and 12 miles long, has 800 inhabl
tants;- It v & health resort, North-
ernefa’ ‘coming there in winter to
shoyt ducks, The people live largely
by fislring.

Then there ls Hepresentative Plerce
Hamplon, of Currituck, who says his
sole misglon at the Btate's capital s
“to take care of the ducks,' regard-

ing AQucks and watler as the main as-
| sets of his county, He hud been

coming to the Leglalature at least in-
termittently for two decades

The westérners, or "hill men.,” have
derived unlimited amusement [from

the commitiee henringa In the Davie
county coniested election case, which
s highly eomplicated. “['d hate (o
live on Roanoke tsland,” sald one, af-

ter n host af witnesses had stolidly
glven pme another bad characters,
and peveral more “tollable good char-
aclers.” ttempt was made to muke
capital out of an alleged delay of the
present reglstrur on the jsland to get
the returns to the county seat four
years ago. He proved that he made
the trip In two days, though the
weather was bad, In the mean)jme
officers hud grown uneasy and “'sont
atter him."
V. L. STEPHENSON.
WILL NOT INCREASE PENSION.
House Votes Down Proposition ta
Increase Mrs, Coghlan’s Penslou—
Increase should Go o the Widow
of the Man Who Actually Fired the
First Gun at Manila.

Washington. Jan. 23.—A motion
by Representative Oloott, of New
York, lo increase the pensinn of Julia
B. Coughlan, widow of Rear Ad-
miral Coughlan, Unjted Btates navy,
from $60 a month as provided for in
a ponsion bill, to $100 a month creat-
ed a llvely Interest in the Houss of
Bapresentatives to-day. After a vig-
orous debate the amendment was
loat by & vote of 42 to 103

Mr. Oleott made an Impassioned
appenl for the Increase.

“It 18, he said, "for the widow of |

the man who fired the rnirst shot at
Manlln, and that is only one instance
throughout his life of his being pre-
pared for every emergency.”

Btrong opposition te the Incréase
was made by Messrs. Huall, of Jowa;
Loudenglager, of New Jerscy; Camp-
mas, of Ten-
essee, on the groun there wa

White Star Liner Republic and the
Ydoyd Liner Floride Mreet In
Pense Fog Thirty Miles OF  the
New  England Coast—Repubile
Carvied 761 Bouls, Including Ter
COrew, AH of Whom Are Rescued
by the Florida—Wireleas Telegraph
B ds the News and Revenuoe

Bushed to the Scene — Florida
Loaded With Earthquake Survivors
—fen i8 Iight and 1the Republio
May De Saved.

New York, Jan. 23, —Grave anxlely
prevalled here to-day and to-night as
the result of the thrilling maritime
drama belng enacted off Nantucket
on the coast of New England, fol-
lowing the ramming early to-day of
the blg White Star liner Republic
with 761 souls aboard, by the steamer
Florida, of the IJdoyd-Italiap line,
The wireloss telegraph played an im-
Rurtant part in the grave incldents

proved (ts utility as it had never
done before.

Bit by bit it told the tale, first an-
nouncing the news of the collislon
and the plight of the liner, which
news cameé direct from the Injured
ship Mself. Then t told of tha
rescue of the Republic's passengers,
the condition from time to time of
the rinking ship and finally sum-
monad from the adjacent seas the
White Bitar Iner Baltic, the French
steamer La Lorraine, the Cunarder
Laicania and the revenue cutters
Acushnet and Greaham

To-night at ¥ o'clock ths wireless
brought reassuring news from Cap-
tatn Ransom, of the steamer Baltle,
He sald that the Republic was still
afloat; that the Florlda, with her
own people and most of thosa from
the Republle aboard, close to 2,000
souls in all, was nearby and that the
Baltic was ncar (he =cene, standing
by ready to lend ald., The steamers
La Lorraine and Lucania, Captaln
Roansom sald, were also in the vielnity
and the Republle through her wire-
lrsa outfit, was directing the move-
maents of the ships of rescue,
FLORIDA'S BOW CRUSHED TN,

It Is presumed here that the great
lond of human freight aboard the
Tlorida will be transferred during
the nlght, weather permitting, to the
three staunch liners, and that all the
ships will stand together untll
revenue culters and wrecking vessels
which have been despatched can
reach the scene, The Florida has
her bow crushed In., wireless mes-
nagen stated to-night, which would
Indiente that she was the veasel that
crashed into the Republic early this
morning In the thick.fog and caused

the latter's plight.

The fog is still heavy to-night all
along the const, but the woather in
mild, and there s comparatively
Ifttle wind and sea, a blessing in the
face of the serious-situation,

A harbor steamer, the OGeneral
Putnam, has been charteted and s
iwalting at the Whits Star pler
ready to steam to sea to meet  the

(Florlda or any gthar vessel that ¥
, hring the rurm?r’ " o

passen 2oty I port.

nothing unusual in the case te de- | The |dea Is to have the steamer meet

mand this special consideration.

Mr. Campbell declared that the
man who fired the frst gun on Ad-
miral Colghan's battleshlp was =

sallor whose name is not even known

and whose widow will got only $12 a
month when he dies.

“Ther¢ v not a single extraordl-
nary feature in this case,” said Mr.
Loudenslager. “The widow Wf the
rear admiral was left property wbrth
$6.900 and o allow this [ncrease

would be a criminal injustice to oth-
ern who would ba discriminated
Agninst.””

CROMWELL ON THE STAND.

Nogotator of the Canal Deal Tells

the Grand Jury What He Knows
About 1t—Original Warrapt Offered
in Evidence,

Washington, Jan, 23.—~Through

Williamm Nelson ©Chomwell, wno nego-
tiatod the Panama canal purchase, the

Federal grand jury which Is inquiring
into the alleged libelous statements

. lof Tha New York Wor apnd The
best corn land within the borders of |Indianapolld News in cofmectlon with
Yot In the last three |that transateion, to-day get &t the
of bottom of the facts In the Cise.

Mr. Cromwall was undar agamina-

tion for over two hours, He brought
with him & large number of papers
These were carefully gons over. Bo
| sarnest was Mr. Cromwell in hils state-
| ments that at times his volece could

be heard n the corridors of the city

hall, although nothing that be said
of counld be understood.

He declined to make any #state-
ment beyond the fact that he was

It covers, leaving for New York this afternoon.

An Interesting feature of the hear-

the yalus Ing was the offering In eévidence of
the original warrant for the $40,000,-
000 by which the government acguired |
| title to the canal ownership. The doc-
'ument was framed and was brought
to the grand jury room by 8. R. Ja-
cobs, & clerk In the office of the
auditor for the Btate dephriment.

Other witnesses are to appear Mon-
ay.

CLUNG DESPERATELY TO COACH

|

the rescue vessels in the lower bay,
take off the shipwrecked pamsengers
and bring them to the clty where
they will receive every carn,

The White Star offices will reroain
open throughout the night and all
rf Sunday for the purposn of ex-
pediting ralisf matters and koeping
the public Informed of the situmtion.

Among those on the Republie wera

| Tames R, Connolly, ths writer nf sea

tales, and Alexander 85 Bell,
WIRELESS MEBBAGE FSI'MMONB
HELPF.

The White tar Ilne steamear Repah-
1le, bound om New York to the
Mediterrunean, having on board 761
souls, of whom 260 were American
cabin passengers, was rammed dur-
ing a thick fog at 6:20 a. m. to-day
by an unknown wvessel off Hantuckast
Island, and only escaped Immodinte
sinking by the prompt closing of her
water-tight compartments,

All of her passengers, Incloding 211
I tha steerage, weére transfarred
thres hours after the acoldent to the
Ttallan steamer Florida, bound from
Naples to New York. but the ofMicers
and crew of the Republle refused to

| l1save the ship 8o long ns thera was

a chance of keeping her afloat

Wireleas telegraphy played an im-
portant part in the accident to the
Republie, for It summoned about her
in a few hours a fleat of three larga
ocean liners—La Lorralne, of the
French llne;: the Baltie, of the White
Star line, and the Cunarder Lucania.

It s apparent that the Florida
must have been between 30 or {0
miles off her course In being any-
where near the Republic, as the sast-
bound and westbound steamer laues
here are that dlstanoce apart.

As soon as the Republic had been
struck and the extent of the damage
had become khown, wircless calls
for assistancs wera sont broadcast

aver the Atlantic. All vessels within |
| range were wnsked to hasten to the

scene.
CUTTERS TO THE REBCUE,
The call for help was Arst record-

|4 on land at'the“Charlestown navy
Arthur Withers, of Winston-Salem, yard at 8§ o'clock this forenoon, It

Badly Hurt While Beating His Way | 2a1d “To revenue outter Gresham,

on No. 38.
fSpeclal to The Observer.

Lynchburg, Va., Jan. 23.—Arthur
Withers, 3 10-yearsold youth of Win-
ston-Salem, N. C.. was seriously in-
jured oarly to-day while beatling his
way on the Bouthern Rallway's north-
bound Washington and Southwestern

' Limiited, and he is ynder treatment

| now &t oal hospjtal. The boy was |
e » ’ Th,, | the cutter Acushnet was on her way

ng on the step outside of
veatibule of & Puliman and about 30
miles from lLynchburg was struek by
something. His hip and back are
badly brolsed snd - iacerated, and
the surgéon in charge of the case
canpot understand how the boy man-
aged o ciing to the sids of the coach
untll be reached hera.

“Womanhood Must Be Priseoted,”
Says Negro Bishop.
Franklin, La., ‘Jan, 23.—“1  stand
ready ‘to go with the whites to-day
right into hell to protect & woman,

Methodist Episcopal Church, ia his

| charge to the Loulslana Conferents of |
| his Chureh here last night. “Woms

anhood must be protected; let us do

Doaton: Steamer Republie In dlstress
and sinking. Latitude 40.17, longi-
tude 70, 36 miles southwest of Nan-
t“&'k@t."

The Gresham was fict at the navy

| yard, but Intercepted the appeal In
| Providencetown harbor. Bhe started
| Immediately for Nantucket

STEAMER KAMMED AT SEA|:

PASSENGERS AND CREW SAVED |

aspnnln' at son, far from the shore, |

Other |

was made, and although the fog was
very dense, unusually calm wegther

for this season of the ye=r in the
North Auantic enabled the transfer
ltv be made without sccldent, Only
| htuman beinga were taken in the lfe-

| boata which made the passage Le-
|tween the two vessels, all baggage be-

Ing left on board the Hepublic Wy
| noon the Baltlr and La Lorraine were
| closa to the scene of collislon, but

owing to the dense fog, wera unable

Cutters and Other Vessels Are | !0 locate the Republic, although the

submarine bells could be heard fre-
quently,

During the forenoon the fears of
the thousands of friends of the pas-
s#engers on board, many of whom had
healeged the oMcers of the Whita

Gtar llne were somewhgt allayed Ly |
the receipl of u more assuring mes- |

sage from the captain which read us
follows:

“Steamship Republic, o Nantuck-
el, when 28 miles south of Nantucket
lightahip this morning was run Into
by an unknown vessel. Engine room
full of waler Can remain  aflout,
No danger. No livea lost.

“"SEALBY, Captaln.™

After this came the stlll more en-
couraging report that the Florlda
had tuken off the passengers with-
out sccldent. The Florlda s about
two-thirds the size of the Republc
and four years old.

EARTHQUAKE SURVIVORSB ON
THE FLORIDA.

Her length {a 381 cuble feet; her
breadth 44 feet, awd her draft 25
feet. The HRepublic's passengers
found 900 returning Itallans, many of
them survivors of the earthquake, nn
board the Florida, which left Naples
on January Sth

The prompt closing of the Repub-
He's avnter-tight compartments which

kept her afloat and  andoubtedly
saved the lives of many of those on
board. In the afternoon It was learn-

ed from the Baltic thut thee coms-
partments were satill holding the ves-
sel above water, butl that the bulk-
heads and compariment doors were
under a feagful strain and likely to
Elve way atl any moment.

Nolwithstunding this, the crew
clung by the ship In the hope that
the BEaltle or the Lucapla rnd per-
hapa the Ls Lorraine would come
alongaide and take them off

‘The Republic is 670 feet long, 67.8
feet bheam, and had a draft of 14
faet. 8he reglstered 15878 tons
grosa, and ls equipped with twin
gerews, glving her a speed of 16
knots, Bhe ls fitted with a nh%le
fupnel and with four masts.

The hull of the Republic is extra-
ordinarily strong and Is of the cellu-
lar, double-bottom type,

LAST OF MARINES LEAVE.

Cuba Bids Parewell 1o the Last Ship
Load of American Marines—Gomes
Announces His Cabinet,

Havana, Jan. 23.—<The Ianst of
the marines sent to Cuba as part of
the American army of pacification

sailed out of Havann Tmgbor this

afternoon on board the naval trans-

Forl-- Prairie for Newport Newg  This
ant

detachment conalsted of 400 men
and ofMecers, Lieut, Col. Franklin J.
Moses commanding:

The transport MoClellan wiill sall
January 28th with the oficers of
the army who have beon serving In
administrative capnacities in the pro-

visional government as the advipers

of the native heads of varlous de:
partments. The McClellan will fol-
low In the wuke of the scout crulser
Salem, on which Govermor Maggon
will taka his departure Immediately

after the inaugural. ceremoniea at

tha palace on Thursday next at noon.
The battleships Maine and Missip-

sippi will escort the Salem out of the

harbor.

President-elect Gomex has made
the following announcement of his

Cablnet: Secretary of Government,

Nicholan Alberd!; Seorstary of 8tate, | tribution gander which Editor Homp-
Justo Gurels Velos: Secrtary of ¥i- | hill acquirer and raffled.

nance, Marcellina, IMaz de. Villegas;
Secretary of Justice, Luls Oectavio
Mvino; Secretary of Sanination, Dr.

Mathlas Duque; Hecretary of Publie |3 4" no hand in the prosecution of
Works, Benito Lagureuela; Rm:r.ur:r"hs alleged Panama “:“ Hbel canm,”

of Education, Dr. Ramon Meza; Bec-
retary of Agriculture, Ortello Foyo.

WILL, NOT FIGHT SUIT.

Mrs. Leavitt's Husband Will Not Op- |
{ poenaed and I testified befords the
|grand jury, but I did not start amd

pose Her Suit For a Divorce—Peti-
tion s Based on Incompatibility of
Temper and Non-Support.

Parls, Jan, 23 —Willlam Homer

Leavitt received yasterday from |
Thomas 8. Allen, his wifoe's lawyer at

Lincoln, Neb,, notification that Mra
Leavitt, who 18 a daughter of William
J. Bryan, had filed a petition for
divorce on the ground of Incom-
atibility of temper and non-support.
ie was questioned on the matter to-
day, but declined to discuss {t, saying

he did not desire to embarruss his |

wife In any way.

Mr. Leavitt will not oppose the
sult., With his mother, with whom
he has been llving In Parls, he will
leave In a few days for America. Hin
departure Is In no way connected
with the suit, but & part of his plan
to exhibit hls palnting '“I'nhe Last
8u r** In the United States

+ Leavitt's friends In the Latin
quarter. who esteem him highly as a
serious and hard working artist, say
his life has been exemplary. They
are of the opinton that Mrs. Leavitts
decislon to oblain a divores Is dua
shtirely to her nervous temperament,

for the last two yearse

wircless Apperstus also caught the muieiy.Third Degree Masons at Sa-

fiying message and In a short tima

out from Wood's Hole; the Mohawk,
another revenue cutter, had started
from New Bedford, and the Benecn
had bpem ordered out from New
London, Conn,

The Mohawk soon ran aground,
while the Acushnet did not getf out-
side of the Vipeyard sound, and later
came bick. to assist another veasel In
distress. ' In the meantime the Bailtic
and Lsa Lorralne, both of which had
passed the Republie a few hours
earlier and were Apeeding Into New
York. heeded th “for assistance

The Lucanls, which was to tha
enstward of Nantucket lightship, also
on to the sssistance of thy

le.
z ‘eollisfon, being amidships, al-

wers ueed for wore
than six hours, until they nnlully
" exha . After that, re-

our part"” Amumediately flooded the engine
e~ g — Rt
. ute :
’ . l:umdr. ;’r“wuh-“ squipment
wan weh with storige-
{ tartes &nd these o33 o

vannah.

Bavannah, Ga., Jan. 23.—Bix mem-
bers of the supreme coune}l of the
Southern jurisdiction Scoltlsth Rite of
Free Masonry will come to S8avannah
during to-moerrow and Monday for a
meeting at which the literary policy
of the jurisdiction through its offielal
paper Tha New Age, will be determin-
ed upon. The Bouthern jurisdiction
comprises all thae world except sixteen
Northern Statea of the United States.
It has been four years since so many
of the supreme councl]l hawv. bHeen to-
gether. Those who will be here are
G. F. Moore, grand prior, Alacama;

N. FP.'Plerce, grand chancellor, Cali-

fornia; R. J. Nunn, grand minisier
of State, Savannah: H. 8, Cunning-

ham, first grand equerry. Oklahoma;
J

. W. Morris, grand standard bsarer,
Weast Virginia. All are thirty-third
Masons.

degree
| Prohibition Bill Ready For Governor's
Siguature.

Nashville, Tenn., Jan. 33 —The bill
prohiditing the manufacture cf intox-
fenting liguor in the State which
o4 both houses of the General m-

bly probadly will go to the Goxsrnor

Monday; when the  Execuilve will
have five days in which to colssder it.
Tt 1s not belloved he will sign €he bill

a'u':-cmmzh- ko

|tertalament without Interim, the fea~

| President-elect, who with the brother-

| publications were certalnly libelous.*™

| inspection of the State Hospital, the
| bulldings and grounds the farm,

| ed chalrman of the joint c:-cnm.n“l1 k
- &8 . B. T. Hoeld
fhe has sufferad from neurulhenlallﬂa:_‘u. "';_m;f Latham :nll“;. 0. Mats
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TAFT CHARLESTON'S GUEST

BlG BANQUET CHIEF FEATURE - -~
In & Styde Al Its Own Charleston Re- ‘
celves and Entertalns the Presi. w
dent-Elevt—Stops &t the Country
Clab and Speuds s Vew Hours on
the Links Before Turaing Fimself
Over to the Clty—Chic! Speaker at
Banquet Last  Night, Being Intro-

ducesd Mayer Hemphill—Will
Attend nitarian Services This
Morning and the Afternoon

s the Country North Car-

olina Pusses Safely Over the Bar.

Churleston, 8. C., Jan. 2i.—Without
possum on the bill of fare, without ¥
official pomp or ceremony, Charleston
is entertaining the President-slect
with her own quiet and unigque but
full-hedarted brand of Bouthern hos-
pitality Her cup of pleasurs |9

doubly filled, for not only is Mr. Taft
her guest for two days, but the blg
vrulser North Carolina has demon-

strated thet there ia al least 30 feet
of waler over the bar” and is lying at
anchor within a stone's throw of the
dock walting for salling orders Mon-
duy, when the Prealdent-elect and his

party embark fur Panama. The
Montana, a siyter ship, will arrive to-
morrow and |s expectad glso te enter
the harbor

While Mr Tuaft la provided with en-

ture of his visit was a banquet to-night,
when his homts were 178 of “him
friends In Charlemton.” And the pro-
gramma cilled for no spseches ANVG
Ly Mr, Taft, who was presented briefly
by Bditer J, C. Hamphlll of The News
and Courler,

Mr. Taft reached the environs of
Charleston shortly bafore 1 o'clock to-
day when the special traim which
brought him trom Apgusia reached
Magpolln, whera he alighted for
funcheon and a game of golf st the
country club. It was dark wheh, af-
ter tea had been served and many
of his friends had ghatted with him
at the club, he reached hin guarters in
the Charleston Hote). At 7 o'clipck he
waa recelving his dinner hosts and the
evening's entertainment was on.

KNOX AND HITCHCOCK EXPECT-
ED TO-DAY. )

“Just take this vase of vigiotyg from b
me, nnd don't forget to send me & 3
postal card.™ >

With all of her wee might, littie . "=
Josophine Bass, of Branchville, de-
lUyvered this unfaltering message tO
the Presldent-eloct to-day. Bhe was
held up to him over the heads of the
crowd to which he had expresssd his
plengure nt greeting. Mr. Taft took
the flowers and pledged the card.
And this was the only incident of the
trlp from Augusta. A foursoma OB
the links of the country club occupled
Mr. Taft for a couple of hours.

To-morrow hée will advise with
Mesars. Knox and Hitohoook, whe are
oxpectsd In the morning. Ha is to sfs
tond at the Unitarian ohureh, ROy
spand the balange of the day in ta L
country, taking lunch as the guest gt
xrc.m, F,W _““ t“ A __\'
original tas nixtion of the W
near Bummorvilie, a4 the -‘;---_'
Charles U. Sheppard. Mrs. Taflt I8 B
expected In the morning ¢ Pl

After a very brief Introduction by
Mr. J. C. Hemphiil, Mr. Taft remark-
ed apropos that to make & President
out of a mere newspaper reporter
a great dea)l of work at wh he
grieved,

Charleston came in for a round of
praise which ended with the facetiouyg
remark that his Visits were now re-
quiring more and more cour on ma-
gount of the political ex
which his gntertainers see have
to make. In this connection he wng
of the two “Democratic” papers.
wanted to get hol dof “that gander™
that he might make It & mascot on
the crulser North Carclina He had
reference to the Bryan campaign con-

Charles P, Had Nothing to Do With -
Canal Case,. "

8avannah, Ga., Jan 233.—"1 have

sald Charles P, Taft, brother of the -

referred to in & pointed way in
rd to the sale of the canal {o

in-law of President Roomsevelt, w .-
the
“I simply Wwas sub-

nited States.

am not pushing the case, though the

Mr. Taft, with his wife and -
ter, are here, guests of Mr. and ;
(eorge Baldwin and are on their way
to Cuba. “My brother has hid tae
time of his life in Georgis,” he said,

LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE VISPE.

Tnspection of State Hospital at Mowr-
ganton—Result Apparently Sagle-
factory,

Spocinl to Tha Observer.
Morganton, Jan., 23, —8Sub-commils M

tees of the Senate and House cOomd=

mittees of the Legisiature on Insans
asylums arrived heres Thurd,lym
and departed this morning,

devoted the Intervening time to the

stock and cattle, and to acquiring =il 38
the Information possible about the  * =5
aperation of the institution in all its
detalls. The visitors ware: For the °
Senate, Meazrs. J. W. Burton {2.. -

thaws; and for the House, Mossrs, J.
T. Foy, F. B. Hooker, J. M. Jullan, J.
G. Butler, J. M. Mitchell, J. R. Smith,
J. 1. Cempbell and R. J. Gaston, fein
These gentlemen applied themsalves
most diligently to thelr task, w
the Hospital In all Its de 0 ]
and surroundings, inchuding the col-"
ony, and asking overy variety of =z
question about its fnancial affuirs and =
practical workings., It was a serlous-
minded body of men, which evidently
hayd but one abject In mind, to-wif:
the acquisition of all knowledge
could be of any valua to it in
It report, which will be made

hey missed little, having been busy
day and night. g o,
The visitors were ontartatnad at the
institution and last night attended thd
patients’ weeidly dance, which

mmmo_ku .
1 to The UlLscrver., . 5.
Durham, Jap. BZ~While rushing to &
this afterpoon that had : '
of Mr. H. A Foushes -
::-ui_hll_l_.
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