4n the avening sky all through the
spring. aod summer months, not figal-
Iy sinking below the ground In the
wvest untl pext September.

ant planet Venus, which Is now &
morning star, will begin. to creep out
from belin@ the sun im April and
mount constantly higher in the west-
ern heavens as Jupiter declines, final-

Hgrastly in Srightness. The

reader

may observe s partial aclipse by a
dark companion on February &th,
midnight; February #th, % p. m., and
February 12th, § pi m., Bastern tme. |
Al thessa times the star loses about
five-sixth of its Jight, romaining at its
greatest faintness for about tﬂlty*
minutes,

Anofher remarkabie variable star is |
that at ¥, which 300 years ago nearly |
disappeared knd A century Ister was
mere than twice as bright ss now.
The reddish star at H is surrounded
by a ring of faint stars saally visible
in o small telescope, while at E there

1y passing that body on the morning | is & beautiful cluster, of which the
NETH Il

¥ig 1. The Constellations

of August 12th. At that tims the
southwestern sky will be most beauti-
ful, with the two very brilliant planets
only one-fifth of a degree apart, and
the red planet Mars shining out
farther toward the east. As Juplter
Jeaves the evehing sky Venus will
enter it, #o that during the remainder
of this year there will always be at
18ast one bright planet to be seen.
THE WINTER SBTARS

The brilllant stars of winter are
still all with us, although the great
groupa of Taurus and Orion have
passed their highest positions, and ure
beginning their descent toward the
west Overhead shines out the yel-

Jow Capella, the great sun so very |

Flg. 2. sue southeastern sky just be-
Tore sunrise,
like our own sun, und yet more thun

200 times brighter, while In the south
the bluish Birlus, the brightest siur

at § p. m., Februsry ist.

stars are arranged In curving streams.
THE PATH OF THE MOON.

It will prove of interest to watch
the motion of the moon among the
bright winter stars as the month goes
by. At the beginning of the month
the nearly full moon Is just entering
Geminl; on Febropary Id, at 3 a. m., it
passes just below the star at A, and
the next morning at 6 o'clock it passes
beiow the star B. Observers lo the
Southern Hemlisphere will mnee the
moon pass over both of these stars.
On February 4th, at § & m,, the star
at C will be oeculted; but to observe
eérs in ths Eastern States the mooh
vill then have set. By February Tth,
4l 6 p. m, the moon will have reach=
ed the star at D, and by February
15th, at 2:30 p. m., It will reach the
summer branch of the MWky Way,
and its edge will aimost graxze the
planet MArs; observera near the
equator will see the most Interesting
ocrultation of the planet, Unfortu-
nately, by & a. m., at which time the
planet rises to us, the two bodles will
have drawu apart, but even at this
time the contrast In color will bae
most giriking. 'The observer can also
compute the planet with the red star
Antares, or Rival of Mars, at A, Fisg.
2, while the planet Is 50 faint as at

of nll, has now reached Hs hl\.’ll"lﬂ|
positien In the heavons Connacting
thewe bright sturs is the beuntiful,
golden arch of the Miiky Way, which
now parses directly overhead, extend-

ing from the southeaxt to the north-
wmest, the whole forming Indeed a
wonderfully beautiful spectacle, sur-
parsed by no other reglon of the
heavens.

It will prove [nteresting and not

present the name of the star does not
peam Inappropriate. Finally the now
crescent moon will pars over the star
at M on February 23d al about 7
p m,, the #lar as seen from Washing-
lon disappearing at A, Fig. 3, and re-
appearing at B, 65 minutes later,

- THE NEW COMET

The brilllant new comet has now
passed out from behind the sun and
will remain visible (0 observers In the
Southern Hemlinphere unti}y next
aulumn The path pursued by this
ody Is an open parabollc curve,
shown at N R, Flg 4. When firm
discovered, on Heptember 1st, the
comet wus at D, and the edrth at Al
while the earth passed along the ard
AB the comet wus mowing from D
ta E, and hence was seen to mount
upward among the stars, The comet
reached the point of jts path, P. near-

difficult for the remder to trace out all | #&L the sun on December 26th. On

the constellations Jving niong the
winter branch of the Milky Way.
First, just above the ground i the
pautlh we sec g few sturs, which form
the prow of the xhip Argo. n xreal
southern constellation
never riss nbove the ground |n our
latitude
markable gtars, of which the frst ia

This figure containg tho re- |

January 1Ist the sarth was at B amd
the comet at E, just about to pass
below the plane of the earth’s orbit,
anidl by February 7th, the earth will
| have moved to {* and the comet have

most of which | reached the point F, far below the

plane of the earth’'s orbit, so that It
will be seen In the direction C F, It
fa to be regretted that this wonderful

the second hrightest of all stars In |

the sky mand the second Is & wonder-

ful variabie, but neither of these ob- |

focts can be seen Ly obhservers north
of the thirty-seventh parallel. Above
Argo ls the Lesser Dog, with the
bright Procyon, or Lesser DO star,
at K. while the falnt stars betweeh
this group and Argo form the Uni-
corn, the equator running lengthwise
of the body of this animal, which
stands with its head toward Orion.
Abeve the Laaser Dog come the Twina
and the Wagoner, and then the
Champion Perseus, speeding to the

yescue of Andromeda near by, the |

last group noteworthy becaus- of Iis
wonderful variable star at L and be-

cause [t Includes so0 many objetis of |
interest to the possessor of u smszll | Fig. 3. Occultation of M Pisclam.

telescope. Below Perseus is the bright
group Cassiopoea, and below this the
gxtreme top of the Northern Crosds
may be seen just above the ground
Could we go farther, we would come
next to the Eagle and then to the
striking summer group of the Scor-
plon, while near this and almost ex-
acily In the centre of the stream of
pars forming the Milky Way there
would now be found the planet Mara

The star 8¢ L. which was just re- | remarkable com

 farved to, ls the Demon Btar, or
Blinking Demon of the early Ara-
bians, so callrd because at a constant

object did not appear six months
eariier or later, In which case the
earth and comet would have arrived
at E al almost the same time and the
obiect would have been strikingly
large and brilllant even to the naked
eye, Fven as it Is the astronomers
haye secured a more complete series
of | photogra phs. owing the wonder-
| ful changes In tail of this truly
and have made a
more thorough study of its light than
'1* has ever been possible for them to
do with any similar body before,

b

—

Fath of the Neu

shoulders,
glug gait
as the formad in ranks for
'uaﬂ And-while you with

others rev
[ing almost tearfully, the Band began

gained the elnsticity that character-
ised them a Half cenfury back—the
they marched

Dixte, the beautiful, the soul-inspir-
ing—the baitle hymn of the Southern
Republic. The Dixle that to the rebel
spldier on the battlefield meant a cot-
tage or & mansion som ere Bouth,
about whose porches and windows, the
roses and wisteria grew In riotous
profusion, and In whose tangled
branches the moeking bird came at
evening to pour hiz trilllng music In

-the ears of & onte happy and care-free

people.

That same Dixie to the same rebel
again awoke memories—memories of
a battiefield, an endless march, the
roar of cantion and the asmell of
smoke,

In the van of the Confederate army,
@earing proudly the rank of Brigadier
General, Albert Plke, a yankee born,
but Bouthern by adoption and rear-
ing, had his patriotic soul moved by
inspiration and wrote another Dixie
Bouthrona, hear your country call you!
Up! lest worse than death befall youl

To armal to arma! to arma!l in Dixie!

Lo! the beacon fires are lightad
Let all hearts be mow unitad
To arms! to arms! to arms! In Dixle!
Advance the flag of Dixle!
Hurrar! hurrah!

For Dixie's land we'll take ou;\nund.
To give or die for Dixie
To arma! to arma!

And conguer peace for Dixis,
To arme! to arma!

And congquer peace for Dixle.

Hear the Northern thunders mutter!
Northern flags In Houth winds flutter!
To arma! to srms! to arms! In Dixle!
Bend them back your flerce deflance
Brtamp upon the accursed mlliance
To awrms! to arms! to arms! In Dixle!
Advance the flag of Dixie! etc. -

Fear no danger' shun no labor!

Lift up rifle, plke and esabre!

To arma! to arms! to arms! In Dixie!
sHhoulder pressing closa to shoulder’
Lot the odds make each heart bolder!
To armsal 1o arma! to arms! in Dixie!
Advance the flag of Dixie! etc.

How the South’'s great heart rejolces
At your cannon's ringing volces!

To armns! to arms! to arms! In Dixie!
Fur falth betrayed and pledges broken;
Wrong Inflicted, Insults spoken,

To arms! 0 arms’ to arms! In Dixiel
Advance the flag of Dixle! ete.

Btrong as llons, awift as sagles,

Back to thelr kennels hunt these beagies!
To armas! 1o artits' to arms! In Dixte!
Cut the unequal bonds asunder!

Let them hence each other plunder!

To arms' to arms! to arms! in Dixle!
Advance the flag of Dixie! etc,

Bweaar upon your country‘s altar
Nover (o submit or faiter,

To arma’ to ayms! to arms! In Dixie!
Till the wpoilers are defented,

TiI the Lord's work ls completed

| To arms! 1o arms! to arms! in Dixlel
| Advanoe the flag of Dixie! ete.

Halt not tll our federation

Becures amony earth’s powers iis station!
| To arms! to arms! to arma! In Dixle!
Then at peace, and crowned with glory,
Hesr your children tell the sfory!

To arms' to arms! to arma! in Dixie!
Advance the Aug of Dixle! ete,

It the loved ones weep In sadnese,
Victory soon whall bring (hem gladness;
To arms! to arms! to arms! in Dixle!
Exultant pride soon btanlsh vporrow;
Smiles chnse tears away (O-mMOrTOW,

| To arma? to arms! to arma'! In Dixie!
Advance the flag of Dixie! etc

Just beyond the din of the city's
nolse and strife, just in sight of the
dark watera of the James, in heautiful
Hollywood Cemetery, Richmond,
alongside the rich and great of the

nutlon, John Reuben Thom psan
sleeps his overiasting sleepn,
| The holly treea cast long

shadown at eventlde o'er his grave, a
| Confederate hanmer bids the passer-
by remember and the hreezes sing a
| requiem to him and the other Confed-
erate dead. “That gifted Virginlan”
|u'|u born in the. city where he now
| 1iex buried, eighty-six years sgo. In
1847 he was editor of The Bouthern
! Literary Messenger published In
Richmond, Va. He sustained the rep-
utatlon Edgsr Allan Poe had just
mnde for that muagazine. A few days
aftar the battle pf Manassas he wrote
a poem, entitled “Nn . tn Piehsor o
The keen satire of the production
combined with It adegia.s . |
tive qualities, was much appreciated
and weloomed by Southerners and
Bouthern sympathizers evérywhere.
Probably the best known of the writ-
er's poems Is

MUBIC IN CAMP.
Two armies coversd hill and plain,
Where Rappahannock’s waters
Ban deeply crimsoned with the stain
Of battle's recent slaughters.

The summer clouds lay pliched like tents
In meads of heavenly asure;

And sach drend gun of the siements
Hiept In Itz embrasure.

The breeze so softly blew, It made
No forest leaf 1o quiver,
And the smoke of the random cannoon-

ade

?yﬂ plowly from the river,
nd now, whers cireling hills Jooked
Aown

With cannon grimly planted
O'er lstless camp and sllent town
The golden sunset slanted.

When on the fervid alr there came
A straln—now rich mow tender;

The music seemed feell aflame
With day's departing splendor,

A Federn] band, which, eve and momn,
Played measures brave and le

Had just strack up, with f horn
And lvely clash of cymbal

= r,,. 1 own tcoued the m“t“m -

Till, marsinad by is pebhles

One wooded shore was blue with
e {1 S

And was gray with “Rebele™

Then all was stiil; und them the band.
With movement Hght and tricksy
Made stream and forest, hill and
* mtraml, ;
Reverberate with “Digle.”

And “Takhen Diiodie” maa tha sirtn
To which (e shere gave chorua.
un;h-am m swarming Boys in
Defiancas to :l.o Roebels.

And yet onee more the bugie sung,
Abeve the stormy riot; |

No shout upon the evening rang—
There reigned a holy gqulet. 1

The sad, slow stream [tz nolssless fSood
Poured o’er the giwtening pebbles;

All stlent now the Yankees stood, ;.
Apd sllent stosd the Rebels

No unresponsive pou! had heard "'
That plaintive note’s appealing,

8o deaply, “Home, Bwest Heme" bad
stirred

The hidden founts of fesling.

Or Blue, or.Gray, thunlﬂ.“ﬂl
As by the wand of falry,

The cottage 'neath the Hve-cak tress,
The cabin by the pralrie

Or cold, or swarm, his native skies
Bend in their beauty o'er him;

Seon through the tear-mist In his eyes
His loved ones stand before him.

As fades the Irls after rain

In April's tearful weather,

The vision vanished, as the strain
And daylight died together.

But memory, waked by music's art,
Expressed in simplest numbers
Subdued the sternest Yankee's heart,
Made light the Rebel's slumbern.

And falr the form of music shinea
That bright celestial creaturs
Who still, mid war's embattied lines,
Gave thia ons touch of nature.” N
Amonyg the posma ef Francls Orrery
Tieknor, of Columbus, Ga., collected
by his frisadg and published after his
death, ‘was found “Little Griffin”—the
true story of a wounded Rebel boy
that was nursed back to health and
strength at “Terch HilL” the subur-
an home of Dr. Tickner,

\ LITTLE GIFFEN.

Out of the focal and foremost fire—
Out af the hospital walls as dire—
Bmitten of grapeshot and gangrene—
Eighteanth battie and he, sixteepn—
Bpectre, such as you scldom ses,
Little Griffen, of Tennessee.

‘““Fake him and walcome,” the surgeon
sald,

“Not the doctor can help the dead!"

Bo we took him and brought him whare

The bDalm was sweat In our summaer alr;

And we lald him down on a wholesome
bed;

Utter Lagarus, heel to head!

And we watched the war with abated
breath,

Skeleton boy agninst skeleton deathi-—

Months of torture, how many such!

Weury weeks of tho sslck and crutch—

And still a gliint In the stecl-blue eye

Told of m spirit that wouldn't dle.'

And dldn't'—npay! more! In death's da:
splte

The crippled skeleton learned to write—

“Dear mother!” at first, of course, and
then

“Dear captain’ enquiring about the men.

—Captain's answer: “Of eighty and five

Giffen and I are left alive.” i

“Johnaton pressed at thes front™ they
Ay —

LAttle Giffon was up and away!

A tear, his first, as he bade good-bye

Mmmed the glint of his wsteel-blue eye,

“1'il write, If spared!" Thers wis news
of fght,

But none of Oiffen! he dld not write!

1 somelimes fancy that were I king

Of the oourtly Knights of Arthurs ring,

With the volee of the minstrel In mine
ear,

And the tender legend that trembles
heTe—

I'd give the best on his bended knes—

Tha whitest soul of my chivalry—

For Little Giffen of Tennesaes.

To Lamar Fontalne, one of the un-

rewarded heroes of the Bouth, has
heen attributed the duthorship of the
peautiful poem, “All Qulet Along the
Potomae To-Night, though as far
back at '63, thers was much contro-
versy as to whether the poem belong-
ed to the North or South; some claim-
ing an Ohjoan rather than Fontalne
as the real author. It is sald thal there
was no occasion to ineite such a poem
from a Rebel soldier as our plokets
along the Potomac were rarely If ever
shot. One Bouthern editor at the time
in commenting on the discussion sald,
“A brave man—a hero, if you will,
Fontaine has yot to prove that he Is

a poet.”

Another gifted Rebel—Henry Alex-
ander, firm In his bellef that the IMt-
tle masterplece helonged to Fontaine,
dedicated the following llnes to him*
Herole youth, may heaven defend

Thy brow from harm.” thy heart from
care,

And long thy clarion deeds alarm
The slumbering souls that do and dare!

|
"Tia sald, (on one of Rome's red dayw,)
That two celestinl youths appearsd
Om milk-white steeda, to curse the foa,

With glancing helm and crest upreared, srcise hia individusl with.
And garments lke untrodden smow. out fear. of the party whip and with

} § | perfect fanatical or
But who, amongst the striplings tall, othed imtimidating influences, and for

Who crowd with life that stern armay,

At morn—at noon—where donger called, :
And battle thandered in the van,

Or when—thess notes of tumull stilied—
The moonbeams slept dpon the tide.
And the long picket In the wood
Recsives bullet T Aie side, ..

Ah,, busy,

Nor melaneholy oypress wave,
To drown the
Full -
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Furl ita folds though now

Furl that banner, saftly, slowly!
Treat It gently-it is holy—

For it droops sbove the dead:
Touch it nét—unfold it n

Let it droop there, furied :
For Its people’s hopes are dead!

UNIFORM GRADING OF COTTON.
|

Chief Galloway Belleves Acocpia
Standards 'WIn “-

Be Established, |
Washington Special to New York Journal |
of Commaros. F ¥

Chief Galloway, of the Bureau of Plant !
Industry in the Department of Agrieul- !
ture, haa written to severa]l Congressmen
inviting them to attend the confersnce oo
the grading of cotton which Is to be held
at thy Department of Agrioulture during
the first week In February. Dr. Gallo- |
way declires that the propesed cotton
conference and the scheme to -ublilhf
uniform grados for the article is being
watchad with| strong intsvest. not only |
in the Unfted States, but also in Burop- |
ean countries which are dependent upon |
this country for their chief wupplies of
cotton. He belisves that it will be NO-[

bie &t this conference to astablish stan- |

ds for cofion that will be genarally
neodpied mot only I the United States,
but throughout the world, provided that
the trade will assist in the movement by
necepling the standards and making them
the basls of contrmcts so far aa ls praoc-
tieable

The |nterest and apparsnt confidence
whith s belng shown in the conferences Is
proving an assistance to those who are
desirous of having Congress make the
new cotton standards compulsory in_some
one of the waya that have bean suggest-
ol Repremsntative Burleson, who Tias
been mofe prominently jdentified than
any other man-in Cengress with the leg-
isiation, has recetved within the past few
days a Jlavge number of letters on the
wubject, nearly =1l favorsbis to the ldea
of compuleory grading. Of these letters
& number have come from consplcuous
figures on the New. ¥York cotton exchanwre.
There I8 now Httle probability that anr
such scheme could De fncorporated Inte
the agricultural affiropriation bill, owing
to the advanced stage of development al-
ready reschod Yy thal messdure and in
the judgment of the best observers it &
too late In tha sesafon to permit of the
passage of an indepéndsnt bill, with all
the Incidental debate and oppoalition
which such a measure would undoubted-
Iy encounter, but the movement i as-
suming a form that will probably vequire
it o be reckoned with lator.

THE AUVSTRALIAN BALLOT.
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grade workmanship.

Price, $15.00 \
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We invite you to rest for sixty
nights on a-Red Cross at our expense.
If your dealer does not sell it, simply

write to us.

SOUTHERN SPRING BED CO.,
Atlanta, Georgia -
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- ciate
stand behind every
word we say regard-
emerits of the
? " RED CROSS Sani-
tary Felt Mattress. =

. We know that 2 more restful
or sanitary Mattress cannot be pro-
duced. It conforms to every body
lime perfectly, and will hold its orig-
inal elasticity for a life time, It 184
built of the finest “cross webbed” felt
—the best sateen fick, and the highest

appre--
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tions are belng in which It-ls
declared that this mathod the in-
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ALL FULL QUARTS )

W. T. McCOY & CO., Agents

CHARLOTTE, N. C.
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