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Situation Involved til Ue Firemen's
KeUef Hill iXow PerxJlnir Before live
Leprlalautre Firemen Not Servant
of Insurance Companies and Latter
Should Not Be Taxed as la Proposed

Uurden of Taxation on Some
smaller companies Will Be Greatly
Increased if the Law Is Enacted
Will Mean Increased Insurance
Katea,

T he Kditur of The Observer:
Before the Legislature now in ses-

sion convened and since, the itnpies-sl'i- n

ha been widespread that con-
servatism would he its distinction and
ihat the business Interests of the Stata
woul l be left undisturbed, but whlU
this feeling of security has been K'ow
in e In the public mind, there have
tnen Influences at work, silently and
persisiently at Raleigh, to Becure

the effevt of which will bo
not merely to greatly disturb bunlness
i '.pnditions. but to eerlously crlpp and
discourage a line of business that Is
yet In Its infancy but one that Is des-
tined to be of great Importance and
usefulness to the State II its plotless
is not Interfered with.

Two years ago the firemen of the
state sea. ured the nuctment of a law
providing tor a Lax upon tire inur-ai- i.

e i.iinpanlos .r one-ha- lf per cent.
ii their premium receipts, to create

a pension funii lor disabled firemen,
and ofituinlng a clause which exempt-
ed f i jiii this tax those companies In-

vesting three-fourth- s of their assets In
the state, the effect of which was to
exempt North Carolina fire insurance
companies from this tax. The Lepis-Ihhu- ie

of ISO 7 passed thla measure
w th the Idea that tills would settle
It mid that the firemen would be per-
manently satlalled with this provision
fp.t their beneilt. Contrary to this ex-

pectation, the firemen are asking this
Legislature to double the tax by mak-n- ,

It one per cent and to repeal the
provision iil.lc li exempts North c'nro-lm- a

companies.
To Impose any tax upon Insurance

oinpanies for the pension of firemen
Is In violation of the principles of
both law and equity. The firemen
are not the servants of the insurance
c mpanles. They are the servants of
municipalities for the protection of the
lues and pr'pperty of the community.
The benefits de-iv- by insurance
i .inpanies are Incidental and the com- -

k pr.iii
; r:i.t

ii
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Ansi'iio'.
Chicago, Feb. lj. Factional strife

in thi- - .National League was removed
at the (losing session of the magnates

,i lien I'lpsident Harry C. Pul-li&-

was granted an indefinite leave
'f ahst-in- a: h.s own request in order
that he may recover from the nervous
strain t'j wlra h he has been suoje. ie.l
for some time past. In the meant, . ac-
tus post w,il be hiled bv Joan A lley-dl-

1'iesldent Han Johnson, of file
American League, was present at tlie
National meeting to tell what he
knew of the alleged attempted brib-
ing ..pf iiipsje Klein and Johnstone
during the championship series i,

the Chicago team nd the He-t- r-

: American League luu. The en-tir- "

oriuery problem proved to be so
piirt.p ult in handling that it was

that the statements of the um-
pires and all evidence in the hands of
:b" si"i ial 'Oinmittee appointed to
im Igate the uflalr be turned over
'." 'be omiiiiitee to be acted upon as
thai 1p.p i may determine

i .':,i:r:ii.in Hermann of the commit-
tee iii.p . i.i a meeting of the com-
manding pou.rh of bast-hal- l

',, start the task of getting to tlio
no'.fcm ol th.- ?, andal.

In handling tiie problem of reforms
the magnates brought woo to the
plipi pis b adopting a rule that no
pas.-.'-s be issu-p- ! to the latter, either
to th'- hoine grounds Or while they
an ,i. oilier i itieg. Provision will be
.im It tor the issuing of passes to the
vii.e.s of players, but hereafter the

li'M ii frit nds of the diamond stars
wii. te ..bi.geil lo uispense with free
a in issp ,r.s Whii- - In the mood, th
pine, i,,rs decided to do away with the
I'la the of giving 'free ladies' days"
in any "1 the National League ball
pai Hn.

be pr.ipipsed amendment to the
i.aii'.nal agieeinent was ratified by
lb Clubs will be limited m
th" major leagues to Ho playeis

May l.'.th and August 20th, and
2". pla.vers after the latter date men-
tioned In the lass A leagues they
wii, p.- - limited to 10 and 27., In the
saint ai rangf meiit as regards dates.

A DAY Ol 'ON FFKF-NCFS-.

I a v Devote Uie Day lo .Sectional
Met liiigs In the Various. Cliurchm
Dr. . J. Martin, of Davidson, a
Speaker.
It;: iiiihghum, Ala. Feb IS. The

a f liotili 11 a.s given over by the dele-
gation to the Presbyterian Laymen s

ppfifei t in e to sectional meetings In
Co various . li uri lo- - .1 the city. Hta
i '.i, was i al:ed the pastors von-fi-r.--

e The speakers liuinded Rev
.linos H. Taylor. Washington, Jj. C. ;

H'-- .1 M. Wells. Wilmington. N. C.
and liev J. I. Vance. ,p-'ci:- N. J.

S. p'pPlI J Was tile iilili h ofliieis'
on fie i'. thi- priivipii speakers

J p'ampbell White, New York;
Prof. W'nliam J. .Martin. Davidson, N
(' Hoi. t w. Dav is, li.vhmond. Va..
anil Pn.!. James I.eivis Howe, Lexing-
ton. Va.

3 was a Sabbath s.hool
w. pikers cipiifere in e. The speakers
lmluu.-- 11,'V. A L. Phillips. Hi h
inon l. Va.

A feautre of the day was the con-

tinuous pnii er service. A ro'im I'r
praier was set aside and delegates
reli. ved em h other constantly so that
unbroken pray,-- t was offered all day
for the lavmens rn. enietit.

At the Hippodrome this afternoon
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ht l'l Hint tin large audiem'e was ad
dressed hi sevp-ra- of' the prominent
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Brown and Light colors. Good values from
$5.00 to $7.50, but to liven up this stock
we lead them out at $4.48 each and can fit
anybody.
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Another shipment of new colors in our al-

ready wide range of Messaline Silks at
$1.00 to $1.25 yard. The value of a Messa
line is in the sheen and lustre. EXAMINE

OURS.
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pi.itci tion of a Are department. If
ii is reasonable and lawful and right
to tax Insurance companies for the
pension of disabled firemen, the aame
principle would make It rvesoria
ami lawful aud rlfrht to tax them for
the maintenance of waterworks and
f. r the purchase of fire engines, hose
wagons, horses and all the other eqiiip-mei- ii

..r fire departments. The logi-
cal conclusion to which this leads la
th'i absurd and Impossible one that
since Insurance companies Insure
against lire, It devolves upon them to
put out the fire when It comes; that
this is the business of the lnsurnnce
.iiiipanies instead of the community.
It Is clear that such a tax is not based
on reason or right and It should not
lav oine a law for sentimental reasons
ami merely because the great body
of deserving firemen want it.

if the tax iB levied, what will be
done with it? It will amount to
about 120,000 per annum. Including
the provision which the State already
makes. What plo they want with
su ti a fund? What earthly use have
they for It? How- mairy firemen are
disabled lu a year? How many 'lis-alle- d

firemen has the reader of this
article ever heard of? There are ten
policemen or s ahot or disabled
t every disabled firemen. Such a
fund is unnecessary, and for that rea-
son always dangerous.

If this proposed firemen's tax bill
becomes a law. It will Increase tha
taxes of pome of the smaller North

an.lina companies nearly one per
pe.,t of theli capital stock. It ill
make the burden of taxation in N.prth
Carolina upon Insurance companies
perhaps greater than In any other
State of the Union, and the natural
and Inevitable result will be to Increase
iiisurafive rates ou property Insur-
ance rates in North Carolina are now
much lower than they are In any other
Southern State. It was the North
Carolina Insurance companies, as

kmaws and admits. ihit
f' ia the foreign companies t
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Hanker iianmev Is Convicted of Hrlb- -

ery ami a s' out! Cushv Taken l'i
oiim in i 1 Ari'usnl of Att eptJuo;

a Hi'tU- - of JilT.WO.
Pi ! is i Ftb ls.--- V W. K.unsey,

form. 'i i..,nk presulerit, convicteil of
ribcr'.. i. is :lie first witness tn-d- a

ii the triai .pf ounellman John I'.
Klein, who i.s aeoiistd of soliciting una
ii.ieptiiii; )l 7..MIW from the bank of
II ha ti li.iins. v w'tiji president, upon a
t i ins.' in iiave Die bank made a ity
lep. .si ; ,ri- llard.y had a sealed ver-

dict rt t ,rned last night been read in
piurt to diy finding Ramsey guilty,

wii.-:- Kb a. s trial was started with
Itainsei a, first n Press. He testified
to hai'lr.ii arranged with Klein for ilie,
paymefit id flw money and to direct- -
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A. A. Vllsack to gel! la.is and taxes of North Carolina by
said It was placed on! a reduction In rated, which amounts

lag Ills c.iHlller
the. Illonei li.
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Hill'1. i ' s J a k now, and hab for six or eight years
past amounted to, a paving of not less
than 1250.000 per annum to the prop-
erty owners of the State; and yet the

a Pil le In th" I'niin: wltii Klein and
th.'i: Kh.'!i In- and Vlls.'k returned
after "in, Ixvth Klein and the
money .vera f;ane.

.1Ier t kn

Atlanta I'ollo' llni(-.'- l Has Hroiittlit
In I lie Within a ttn'k tour
Make oiifrsslons. One Wants to
l.p lime and Thn .loin "Hilly"
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Another shipment of new Ribbons to-d- ay

completes the biggest Ribbon stock in the
Carolinas. Every width and every shade is
here, and the quantity we sell makes us
know that the prices are more than rights

LACES AND EMBROIDERIES
Never was our Lace and Embroidery stock

more complete, all the season's new patterns in
Vals and real Torchons. Fine baby sets in
narrow Embroideries, in Cambric, Nainsook
and Swiss, and even the new colored waisting
frontings in the newest patterns are here and
selling fast.

The Six Days' Bargain Sale is
Going on in Our Tryon

Street Store.
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ance this reduction would never have
been made, are about to be taxed piut
of existence These home companies,
in addition to the usual State, munic-
ipal and cou' 'y taxes paid by other
corporations, are already paying va-

rious license and premium taxes, and
they feel that It is their right they
should not be further burdened with
any new tax. It is no answer that
s me of them have been successful.
They have deserved to be. They have
all had a hard struggle. Some of
them are having a hard struggle yet.
If any pf them have been fortunate
enpiugh to accumulate comfortable
surpluses, they have done no more
than the very nature of the business
requires. They are obliged to have
llheikl surplus accumulations to he
reac'y to meet the conflagrations which
tome now and then and to th Jeop-
ardy of which the business Is con-
stantly subjected.

It U a serious thing to compel by
law one set of people. Individual or
corporate, to pay ever to another mon-
ey to .whrch It Is not entitled; mid
this Is a matter which affects, direct-
ly or Indirectl.c. every business

In the Stte. If one business
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Cppiiditioics of 'he Trade Thoroughly
Diss iisscd.

New York. Feb. 1 s The steel
was the absorbing topic in

financial and other business, circles to-
day This interest had been arous-
ed by reports thai ttie trade in steel
pad been disappointing, that Inde-
pendent manufacturers are cutting
prli t's and getting what business there

ui and bj the fact that the officers
.pi the United Stat.-- Steel Corpora-- :

Ion and the heads ol that corpora-ten- s

subsidiary companies held an-
other i unteif .l- -r y at which con-.lit- ),

its and the situation were thor-i.- g

hly ti isc ussetl
iin adjournment Ju.ige Gary, chair-

man, announce.! that he would not
have anything to say y in relation
to the conference but that he would

"make a general statement
that will fully and fi&nkly set forth
the general conditions of the trade "

ilal.tped
H

II
He

i;pi onf. tise.1 that h' Is a
p"!ia: sat wer and former.
Jessed to mhhlnfr the safe of

S Ii. p.stoffi.e last
ier fur whieh ".loli ' he says

. . ut r., 'A i iik time in a
prison.

illied nn electrical device
I,, vii invented for transfer-- '
,,.' ares ;kn said that he had

' ! i t .a! e a half TTiHlpn
w p. '.' foiaser.es. i;ray
s that he wants to serve time

pas: r':nes and then will cn-- .
i ae,i:, ;is!!r field, expressing a

'.:'. either l'at Crowe or
Siilll'i.l

HOOT VISITS LITTLE ROCK
i permuted to re taxed unjustly. ati-- ir 1 1 ftother man s business may be the next NfeSS LtOOCIS at 07 anCl 07Cto he selected for taxation; and this:w,
appeal is made to all who are Inter-jO- ff , Q J AO
ested in the protection of the business , OllKS at 3 2LTICI ftOCs

lellver Address to Arkansas General
Assembly.

Little Hock. Ark , Feb. 18. Senator--

elect Ell h u Root, of New York,
wlipp was the guest y of Little
Kock. was accorded a most enthu

nteresi of the State against unwarindeed hJ'!Quotinir fr
M'iii atui it ii Hill CnfavoruhlY Heport- -

ed.

ranted and legislative In-

terference and who want to see Jus-t:"- e

done always.
The firemen of the State are rend-

ering great service to tha public and
deserve well at its hands, but they

siastic reception. Wheti he arrived
shortly before noon from Hot Springs
a Joint committee from the two
tranches of the Slate Legislature, now
in session, escorted him to the cariitol

i
i N

Jf Norfolk:
"'We

Chariot le t s
e . :tptan. e.

truth tho.sai.i- -

cJmens
"The KlesJ cof .iptl.

tyvn bom in North

't in , Feb. IS
s liieajsure. h it h pro-tpi- e

segregation of the In- -
M ' olia". school children .... OK - . . n - . i

Table Linens at 57 and 98c.
Linen Handkerchiefs at 3c.

Are wonderful bargains are
selling fast.

where he addrese.l the general assem- - "", " ; " f" , "TT " V'. of
a rp h t.' n separate schools. waa

benefit W. M'ALISTEK.n ! t nd
Oreensboro. Feb. 17th, 1909.

.'.;.. riPl :t qoited today by the
co mm 'ti on military affairs. The

:i. ice i.'i t r cons.iltred seriously by
tree H'ase.

bly. Mr. Koot confined hi remarks
to the relations between the North
and South ami paid a tribute to the
Southern States and people. Later ha
was guest of honor at a banquet
tendered by the Little Rock board of
trade.

mlgratKl . 'irnin.a a'
' ' "Satan : Isa mats n he tie.

.Xol The ideal condite n

to te born in North
aay and grow up with tin

Sale of Hat kru Mill Property Held
I'p by Injunction.

Wllkesboro Chronicle.
C ii'.!'. ,;r ,.f i he
I s i i ' epi. ,,1. s t -

' a t h ! : here Is It seems that there Is a hitch inEntertainment of an Informal na
v ... .1 si7cd audience enjoy-- t d

th '.i. p sanations of Mr Elbert Fo-;a- i.

a; the A'.tiitori im last night,
i.l rre he appeared in the course of

ture consumed the balance of the day, j the dAl of puryhasintr the Ha:ettof the Soutnt rn' in the ciiinat
no li laris i u i

Mr. Root returning to Hot bprlngs ' mill property by tne Town of North
Wllkesboro. Aotlce has been filedt r.-- t m- :. of

this false theory
ter. a. Up Iis. The entertainment to-- ght
was interesting and well balancedti'pn. It is that application will be made to the
throughout. Date For Mangtng Ctvang-r-d at Kequent Judge of the district for an lnjunc- -

"Orenboro stole a mr-t- , ., ' ar'a.ve
yeswrday fcy putting, in a i"d f-- the
gist eapitaL But In aft-- r .., :,. ,.

lb Charlott paprs refer to ti e uutur
ft vUl be strange if thev do speak ' f
jt aa the, time 'when tlieie ;, talk ..r
raovmg the capital to Cpm lotte '

iialeigh Evening Times, 17th.

'2jo; that would not be correct, for
there has been no such talk. Hut if

tha Queen City ever gets ready to go

f'WtatatMti'fsr miHUMWOI
a:.', '.(...ii ii'ipi'ime as to elevation,
that it is prop ,sed to Jump all of
th. consumptive iniane of the Stats
up .ii Morcanton. If the arguments

lad.a.'ic. d for this monstrous propo- -

Ins. LV. C. P.egister. A. J Crow- - I'. D. C. ; tion to prohibit the jconflrmatlon of tha
ell. E. R. Russell and Parks M. Atlanta. Oa., Feb. 18. At the re- - deal. If North W'ilkaaboro wants
King returne.l yesterday morning quest of a Georgia chapter of the waterworks and electric light power
from Charleston, S. C.. where they Daughters of the Confederacy. Wash- - t of Its own. it will never hitva a chance
attended the meeting of the Trl- - ' lngton's birthday will not b the date i of another deal as good as ths pres-Sui- ie

Medical Society. Dr. Crowell 'or he hanging of a negro who wasicnt one. If some moneyed companysitlon i.re sound, whv did the State to die on that day in Qrtinn, Ga.. for ; should get hold of tha Hackett mill T9!:u made one of tha executive coun
Cil.

j -after tb capital tha papers will theye-- ' lot ate Its consumpt've sanatori-i- in

after refer to the year tt was mov ed I the sand hills instead of the moun-t- o

Cbarlatta, j tains?

murder. Governor Smith to-d- ay post- - property, Jforth Wllkesboro will have
ponsd th hanging until February to shell out a big pils to gat hold
!6th at the request of tha Pulaski of It However, it la not our bust'
abaptar U. IX U , - neas Just a few free remark.

WANTED-iBoarde- ra, at 1011, North Try-o- n

8. I i - I

V:


