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ed an] her stgp was as
graceful as that of a fawn. Her eves
were bright and lpullln‘\ and her
giance would not réveal the

heart and degraded ambitlons that
lurked within. But she occupled a
high pesition In the community
among the members of her own race
land thelr upholding of her conluct
might have had something to Jo with
A Strange Woman was his

sociated itself with so much of (nno-
cence in sseming harmony. But her
disposition, unlike her physical coun-
tenance, was llke her heart and

her son early In life. But poor lad,
he di4d not understand—he thought
‘that blows and harsh words were the
;natural outcoms of eafthly existence.

"Sport's”
trqubles dated back to hls early child-

[hm)d for it had been a stormy oune

and the first Imprint on his infantile
mind had been made Ineradicable.
Many were the times that he could
remember when his mother hau tled
him In a little chalr before he could
barely walk with Jdifficalty while she

| was out at night and when she would

come home In an intoxicated condi-
son and many were the times that he
muade the alr ring with his cries as
the ropes ate into his tender flesh or
hig mother became more than ordi-
narily cruel. And then, when he got
older, she would sepd him out to plek
up botiles to exchange for whirnkey
up the
street and he would eee her put u
bottla In her pocket snd he would
g0 home with her clrcling ever and
anon around her and trying, child
that he was to keep away from her
His childish mind did not know what
the hbottle contained. but he learned
ta know thal [t meant suffaring 1o
him. When she would call him, he
would come slinking up fearfully anl
then retreat in feur of the expected
blew. But In spite of the neglect and
abuse heaped upon him, the little fel-
low waxed strong and as he hegan in
grow finte luaty childhood and hiw
countenance began to asspume Lhe
looks of his mother so much, she he-
gan to love her son and Jdreams of
referm entered her mind.
When “Bport” passed his
birthday, he had developed Into an
almost perfect specimen of chill-
hood. He resembled his mother In
his features;, his complexinn was of &
golden color, and his halr avburn and
curly His eyes were light blue and
his farghead was broad and intelle
tual. His mother's grace and ani
mal beauly wus seen agaln in the gin-
gular physlcal beauty of the »on and
In the unconsclous grace of hls .ar-
ringe. Thus even In the ascendant
lustrum of his childhood, “S8port” hal
hecome & pleture of health and grace
And then the shame of the mo
lifte dawned upon her anl the dresins
af reform became more and more in-
sistent untll she could not put them
by Al last, the mother's Instinct be-

sixth

jcame uppermost and as In all cases!|

mother love triumphed, as |t will
whrther the persons be high or low,
rich or poor, or wise or foolish. She
would leave the old life and sacrifice
herself for her son and teach him 1o
grow up a useful and morul cltizen,
But she mist get away from the Im-
moral environment that she had in-
herited from her parents and which
ahe had almost glven her son She
remembered her own hard Ufe in her
Infancy and valnly hoped that it
might be different. That was impos-
sible, hut she could at least save her
gcn. And thus she moved away to
city Aifty mlles away and bhegan work-
ing in a factory to sustain herself and
her son. The work wus Irksome (o
ona accustomed to llve In Idleness
hut she was amply repaid In know-
Ing that she was doing it for her son

There was a4 young mulatto minis-
ter In the city, and she went often
tn him for advice He was one of
the youunger generation of negroes and
had had college training snd was
consclentipusly striving tao uplift the
members of his rare, He was pecul-
larly attracted by the woman pho
came to him and thought that she
must have a past but he could never
fathom the mystery and she never n-
timated anything of her past history.
Often, he went to her home and was
Impressed with her love for her son,
but “8port” did not understand the
in his mother's treat-
ment of him, but he was grateful for
I§ nevertheless, The friendship grew
into love, and the minister declared
his love for her, for the waoman was
comely and Intelligent, but she ans-
wered him nay, although her love
shone In her evea and he read |t
aright. He insisted and she told him
all, but he remembered Magdelene
and insisted still and ghe accepted and
they parted happlly,

But the morning following the con-
summaition of her hopes was followed
by a tragedy that blasted her life and
threw her son upon the tender mer-
cien of a world that 18 not over-fond
of outcasts, One of her erstwhile com-
paniong in crime drifted Into the cily
In one of his periods of debauchery
and found her home and called andt
would call her back to the old “ife
of crime, but she resisted him
when he took her and t(ried to force
her to do his bidding, she drew a re-
volver anl shot him down.

“Sport” had gone away that morn-
ing to spend the day In the country,
and when he returned, no one ran
to meet him when he reached the
door and all was dark within. He did
not know that his mother was in pri-
son. awalting trial for murder. He
lald down on the floor In front of the
‘door and wept bitterly and ever and
anon a fash of lighting or the rastl-
ings of the trees would frighten him
and hp would cower on the floor. And
just as day began to dawn,; he wan-
dered away and found an empty box-
car Into which he crept and his tired
little body found refuge in the peace-

'ful arms of Morpheus. And when he

awoke, he was in & new olty, and here

| begigs the opening of his fight with

destiny.

Here, “Sport™ lived for six years,
and at the beginning of our ndrra-
tive, he had reached the age of twelve
yenre THe siX years #&pent in hus
new homeé was years filled with inter-
esting experiences that took him
through all the events in the lives of
the nesgroes, social, amusement, and
criminal, He reached the summit of
their joys and sank to the depth of
their debaucheries. He did as the. peo-
ple about him Jid only he was a Iit-
tle happler arid more wicked than the

first recollections of his|

wr's |

and |

lithé and; others. But his acts were not thought knew the value of these shops, child
His hours were all nsppyf
jand he found fun in deoing evil as well
sordid |

of by him.
as in doing good for the fine distinct-

Ity were unknown te him. Theé unin-
spiring apd sometimes degaraded en-
vironment In which he lived had an
effect on him bul 0 merry and intel-
Hgent was he -that he was lov-
ed and admired by the better class
of negroes as well as by the lowliest,
and he was as welcome at the dances

functions. “Sport” was known and
| loved by all of his people who thought
not of his actions, but loved him for
his sincere heart. He did not know
that he was drifting away for con-
éclence he had not. He was a child

of the world and was willing to be|

one always. Hiw little intellect could
not grasp the idea of the sbul's leap-
Ing from planet to planet and learn-
Ing new lessons In each of them., He
did not know of a soul. He belon;edl
to mother sarth. !

. .

ptions betwsen maorality and immoral- & remarkable tulent for talking could

and just as he walked Mnto the place, |

glven by the clubs as at the lowest |

One summer morning, just as the
first rays of light began to tinge the
eastern hortzon, when day's mighty
resources were at work marshalling
its forces against the gloom and armrl
a stubborn resistance, the darkness|
was dispersed by the dawn, we sec |
the figure of a little Ind about twelve
yvears of age, arising from a box car
near the smoke-stack of 8 large fac-|
tory and slowly rubbing his eyves. Hu|
chise this as his lodging place for two |
reasons; firstly, because the smokr_-l
stack furnished him heat in the win- |
ter, and secondly, because there was
7 huge whistle on the engine and lli
awoke him before any of the officers
cnuld eome to him and run him away.
The fireman knew that he occupled |
the “smoke-stack suite” as he jnkln8|5’|
called |1, but he did not care as the
lad would frequently sit up with himl
&t night and Keep him company, nn.l|
“Hport"” managed to pa=e hils nights
comfortanly here. The youth utuml|
arranging his clothes for a few min-
utes, giancing languldly about (he!
elly

The warld awakes and mankind
#tands In the arena of activity to bal-,
tle valtantly for ex!stence. Activity is
no® only & yvirtue but a necessity. No-
thing of excellence is obtainable with-
ot expenditure of energy, Weu
are placed Into a world full of nppnrl|
tunities for work and we must laubor
whethir we will or not. Our material
badles crave the chemlcal elements |
ne ex=ary (o their life and without
whirh the hody hecomes ss starved |
And usrless 08 an arre ol wornout
soil. and man must obey this law and |
lahor 1n ahitain Tondnl, The Noods
came and fmun mus!l have shelter, und
the told wayes cause him 1o seek
heat wund the torrld heat forces him
to =eek methods for cooling himsell. |
Activity the struggle of man 1o
wdapt himself ta nature and hy the
| =truggle for that adaptatlon, he |ives.

And thus It was with Sur hero, al-|
though he did not understand the’
Ilaw.n that made him wish for his!
hreakfast He stood and drew his
belt tighter, smoothed his halr, and
]trn-r; tank trom his pocket his Hitle |
| French harp given him by his mother
| whom he had almost forgaotten by this
time save for a hazy memory of her, |
and began to poffly play, *“"Home,
Awest Home " as he walked down the
street In mujenty “Sport” wuas going
tn get his breakfast, but he did not
know where he was golng 1o gel (L

At this time, he was a4 well-develop-
ed lad of twelve years, nnd was as
Iihe and supple ag a deer, and wora
the sgme happy smile that naver de-
serted him. He was dressed In a
sult of bhiue, with a blue flannel shirt
with the collar attached and u lle
slightly disarranged by his sleep 'n his
| box. His step was muscular end rhy-
{thmis and his head was thrown hack
as he woned the melody from his In-|
pltrument, making muny useless and
extravagant motlons with thea hands
al the same time Frequently, he
tonk the instrument from his mouth
to answer the friendly greetings call-
eJ 1o him by his friends as they went
hurrying on to the!r work in the aar-
vy morning But “'Sport” was not go-
Ing to work, he was only looking for
his breakfas:

Finallv, he reached the business
distriet of the city and at once went
back to the rear of saloons and pick-
ed up such Lottles as he could And,
into every trash can he would Inves-
tigate and would ind many apples und|
bananas angd other kinds of fruits that

sidered great delicacies, and would put |
them In his pocketa to glve to his
feminina acquaintances And when
he hud pitked up all the bottles he
econld find, he would sell these to Lhe
saloon keeper and would then go out!
and plck up bones and old Jron to
gell to the junk dealer, playing his/
harp all the time, for he was & lover |
of music. And when these Ilabora
were completed, he would go to a
store and buy five cents worth of sar=
dines and crackers or, perhaps, would
get a little cheese to relleve the mo-
notony and when particularly hungry
he would purchase a real ham sand- |
wich at the restaurant conducted Ly
“Sugar Foot” Smith on the _ outer
edge of “"Monkey HBotlom.™ "hun"
finilwhed hls crackers and his box of
sardines while sitting om the ¢urbs|
stone and his duty to the inner man)
had been satisfied now and his sole
object now was amusement, i

He wandered down the street 'u:luli
he came to the ancestral cabln of)
“Aunt Nancy,” an old colored woman'
about sixty vears of age, who was not-
ed In the community for her pro-
nounced garrulous propensities and
who had the tongue of men and of
angels, plus her share as a woman.
“Sport” entered the house and spoke
to her and listensd to her “chin mu-
sic"” as he called It, for an unbearable
period, but his eyes were fastened
upon a double-barrelled shotgun on
the wall and this was what he de-
sired more than anything else In the
world, as he could then go out hunt-
ing when he pleased and he was
walting for an opportunity to secure
possession of it. Presently the old wo-
man went out of the house for al
minygte and “Sport” took advantage
of the opportunity and slipped ihe
Eun from ia fastenings on the x#h
and in his own language, he “highball-
ed” down the streel. He spent his
last few cents for sevgral shells and |
went out hunting, but 4id not 4uc- |
ceed in bagging any game and obtain-
ed nothing bul a few lerrible Invita-
tions to stay off of the farmers’ lands,
and our hero became disgusted with
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though he was
But the |ad had not reckoned on
“Aunt Nancy.” Any one who had such

not be suything bul active and she was
logking for the lad and her own ex-
perience told her that the pawn shup
was the place to go in search of him

she came und met him He started |
to run, but she caught him and
marched him down the street, holding
him by the ear.

She was about six feet high and two
feet wide and wus attired In & three-
gore calico wrapper taken in at Lhe
walsl by a strip of sheeting. As she
walked, her gkirts rustled ominously,
her mouth opened wilely, her eyes
glared angrily, and her hands held
lovingly the double-barreled shotgun
she had come 0 near losing, as rhe
conducted the lad through the wtreet
In spite of his remonstrances at be-
Ing publicly disgraced HBHut the stately
general made him run the gauntlet
formed b: the pedestrianse on the
street at the same time lashing him
with her sliurp tongue. "S|port’’ marcn-
ed slightly in front of her and ever
And anon would glince back to re-
monstrate, but one glance at the Jde-
termined face of his captor blotted
out all hope and he would continue
his march with a4 resignation full of
curses. But when she got him to her
home, she did not punish him as he
expected, but took him on her lap and
told him h¢ wag doing wrong and that
he must stop. The old woman loved
dilmm ahe sald but the lesson was lost
on “Sport” for he did not know any-
thing of ethics or morality, but he
eried as he was grateful to the old
woman for not punishing him and she
thought that the lesson had heen a
good one.

“8port” walked up the street and
In tém minutes he had entirely for-
gotten the episode He passed a knlt-
ting factory on the way and the fore-
man callad to him an) usked him if
he wanted a Job. The lad thought
long and seriously on this guestion,
for work had alwave heep one of hie
keenest averslons. but thought of
the Iittle yellow girl he joved so well
and had dreams of wedlth for & min-
ute and he acceapted the place, lla]

T

| was given a job (alling the hn.‘]ppor,l

tul¢ing the lung
rolls of knit cloth from the knapper
and pulling 1t on 8 |long  pipe  andd
turning It so that the fleeced slile
woutd come on the inside of the gor-
ments a8 it should be. The work wus |
arduous to one unaccustimed 1o toll
and Spart’” senn tired of gt

Hs
heaa

nf

whlrh consisted

»aw the whirling shafting over-
and «limbed and hegan 1 ||
elimb o er hiind P nd His |
restlrsanesy Incroase.| he sung |
stiptohes of songs that lie had learned |
fromy othere and thepn pulled out
his harp and began pliey  =oftly,
Then one of companions  pusss. o
on the stredt and “Sport’ ralsed L
window and halied him 8nd tulked for |
several minutes.  There was a lurge |
apple tree geroms the  street aull |
Hporl” |8t down ow string and  has
companion tle] several apples to 1t and
the Jad drew them up far e way
tersibly hungry The helt  on *he
knapper vame und the
dared the yputh put It swn and he
tried too put It on with his hsare hands
was thrown awalnst the huallding
with suih force that he said he knocok- |
e three brick out Then he tirei .'-f|
tha fob grl fell agleep and the fore- |
man called him and told him to stop
work wnd met out aAand the lad
only toa gind 10 do this for he
pidere) work a fallure, and he
an apple fram his pocket gud Iaft the
factory and almost tan to keep the
thought of his experience thers fronv |
hia mind
Preaently

o il
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he run past the house of |
familarly known as Mies
“"Pork Chops.' ' —her redl name was
unknown to apyone msave herself, and
Ry he passed, she called him and ex-
tended him an Invitation to a “dopae
sniffing’” party at her home which
was about to heg!n., This Is the term
applied by the negroes in the Routh
the hablt of snuffing cocalne up
the nestrils and In some sections the |
practies has come into wide usage
among the more Ignorant rolored peso-
ple.

“Sport” promptly acrepled the (nvis
tation and went Into the house, The
room where the so-called party wauas |
held was a predotype of hundreds of
other negro cabins It was the only
rom In the house and contained a

had slightly decayed, but these he con- | bed, a table and all of the other rude |longer a pauper,
aqualified privilege

furniture absolutely necessary to rx!:--]
tence and in one corner there wos a |
washtub and froning board that told
of the tenant's vocation,

When the lad entered the rom.
dining table had been moved to
center of the room anJd around
a large number of chairs, wtonls,
boxes had been placed.
bare and theres was nothing on
ceapt a saucer filled with cocalne In|
the centre of the table. The negrocs, |
both men un) women, although the
women predominated as thevy were |
neighbors of the hostess and had has- |
tily gathered at her home by invitation |
when they heard that she hird pe- |
cured some cocaine. =at Jdown at .he |
table and the party began

The guests resched over and took
pihches of the aenesthetic with *he
tips of thelr fingers and aniffed It up
their nostrils. There was nothing|
vislble for a few minutes as the pow- |
erful brain stimulant Jdid not begin
to work for some time. But finally
the negroes eyes hegan to assume a
glassy appearance, the drug began (o
work, and their brailns became active, |
The women put the drug on thelr ton-
gues and presently all the demens in
hell could not have equalled thelr dix-
courses. They became fools, fanatics, |
fiends. Never before nor since have |
women lalked so incessantly and un-
Intelligibly.

The effect became sironger and)|
stronger and from a set of peaceabia
men and women, the crowd passed |
into the lowest depths of debauchery. |
No one will ever fully realize the!
abandonment of people influenced by'
thilg Jrug. The men end women had™
long ago become accustomed to lhe
hablt but “Sport” had enly

the I
the

and

It ex~- |

recenltly |
acquired It and he wanted to get out|
and walk, walk anywhere but ha mnst |
walk. He passed out of the cabin and |
away and walked and walked. He had |
no particular destination, but his min} |
told him to walk and he blindly ohey- |
ed. And when the effects of the drug
finally began to wear away, he found.
himaself o the outskirts of the town |
about three o'clock In the afternoen'

I nifles nee

of style andd

aeded

inf
for heer

|=ihly

Bhe guestloned
|ences and fascinated
terost

| strong and

jand he took off his coat

muburbs wers not promising for a man
of his profession.

He reached the business section of
the elty In about an hour, and just
as he paseed over the ventilater In
front of a store. he saw a Nve-cent
plece ahining down on the ground un-
der the iron bars. The Iad looked at
it for a leng time, for he needed It
He was just thinking of where his
supper was coming from and the coln
meant physical comfort to him. But
how was he to get |t? The eoln lay

dewn fully filve feet from the sidewalk |

aud he couldn't possibly reacn 1t Hut
he had lived on the street and had
learned the secret of life. He darted
around to the rear of the stare and
got a long stick and took some tar off
of the axle of a wagon and put the
tar on the end of the etick and went
back and put the stick down through
the ventilator, the coin adhered to the
tar, and he drew it up with a light of
triumph In his blue eyes

But he was doomed to dlsappoint-
ment for an examination showed that
there was a hole in the colm and It
was worthless. He rould not hide his
discomfiture and walked slowly down
the street and finally came to & chew-
Ing gum slot.  “Sport” looked at this
for & long time for It contained a
statue of an Impnortant personage.
Then an tdea struck him. He tied a
string through the hols In the coin
and poked it in the machine. A blogk
of chewing gum rolled out and with
the string, he pulled the coln out
Again mnd repeated the operation, and
8o on yntil the machine wa= exhaust-
ed. Then he filled the hele in the voin
with chewing gum and passed it off on
a Dago for a bottle nf ale

“Sport” was satiefiad with his sup-
per of chewing gum and ule, especial-
aving' as they vall 11! Were the ne-
while drinking the ale, and he wan-
dered down the sirest In the Ausk
lnoking for otheér worlds of amuse-
ment.

The lights of the dance hall aver a
saloon attracted him und he longed
to go within but he Ald not have a
single penny. but he hid near the door
and presently #lipped In  when he
thought nno one way lanking ™o
manager saw him_ but 111 not say
anything as “Spoart” was qutte a per-
gonage In the dance hall and was
about the best dancer of every da-
scription the town possessed and he
pleked up many stray dimes and quar-
targ for hils prowess In th's line and
in the hall he never fulled to find
pariners

The hall was situated aver 4 samloon
ax stated hefore, and wus devorated
with red, white and hlye riblions sue-
pended from the celling yund got its
name from theere, for 4 negro will
name evervthing, genersliv from its
most noticeabile feature und they cull
ed this the Red. White and  Hlue
Dance Hall"

e corner waa
whitre votld
und crunterfoelt heer
suint and In the imijdd]e
the personages wi
et In dignity
eRlNE AR eFHoarmous
drinking n  bottle  or
heer” as the counterfelt
cnllerd He culled 1h
Impressive tone and
prominence amMong
tunate, indeed, was that colored danm -
wel wham he honored with & dunes
for his profession oovupled most of hia
time

At the renr of the hall 1)
plano played oy on dreamv-eved negro
whiv plaved w littde by onr and a gront
deal by Tuith, and was wided aned abet-
ted by jotrap-drummer,  But the mu-
elv was a =ooondlary conslderat an. It
dld not neceasnrily inve to S 1y 1ime
ar the negroes did not think of that,

And the dances' They would miake
the “Merry Widow” pule Into Insig-
There I8 no pame, Tor i1
rxnetiy but "tis B rvnnglr-ml'r.rﬁ-m nf
every dance knuwn I anan; There
nre elements 0f the square danee, the
wipltz, the two-step. the ek and wing
denees, and In fact 1t contnins el
ments of every danes imaginable. And
all the motions they go through.
Never before has =uch activity been
DL Surh slde-ateppineg nnd “sauh-
FRVIng " a8 they enll 11" Were the ne-
kKroes Lo pul a2 much activity in thelr
work as they do In their dancing, they
wonuld hecrome kinge In the financgial
nrens. And they woul? wiltz
und they had a pecullar they
glled the "three-step old -
fashloned (akewalk was BAen,
It hna ahouat
we ne langer see the fot
nld volored woman ﬂn-lr‘.”ng whout
In the cake-walk-—ahe hng bean super-
by a gingereake colored  belle
who prances gbout in the gtddy whirl
the “three-stepn' and vells Iustil,
and pretzela
fdanre was In

fenced off In [romt
sl ndwl “hes
a nominal
The roovm,
the Mgures
uptinrned ke
rAanAdwich

ane SECogre
'
nf
10 rulled
nn an
"Ll
“mightyv-near
I8 gomelimes
figures Iin an
was o man of
the dancers. For-
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however an passed

The full

swing when

our hern entered the hall and the helln

nf the ball deserted her
hecause she wishéd tn arouss
frealousy In him and alsn hecause she
Inved the lad, and At nnre ran to him.
Withaount a moment's delay they were
off over the floor In perfect inlson.
him abauy! hin experl-
him by her In-
for he loved the glrl
her little sister even more
the pauper hae the right
when he does, ha Is no
and lnve s the un-
ot all men. And
then he danced with others and his
time was occupied for he wns popular
with his peopla and was a charancter
well known and well loved.

The danre war open to the publie

nartner, pns-

In
and loved
—for even
to love anid

him,

this |2nd anyone who would wmizht come
land partake of
The table was pleasures and the Immoral were as

its  fasxcinatlons and
welcome as the pure In heart and
there were 58 many shady Individuals

presant na thers wore law-abiding olt-

jzens, and It was g atanding loke that
| there were enough concealed weepons

in the hall every night to quell a re-
belllon In Venezusla,

Butl all fovs. no matier how Intenaa,
must have their ending and finally the
cloping hour arrived and the guests
departed. The lad left Immediatealy
and war about to repair to his apart-
ments when down near the steps he

spled a hottle of whiskev that had heen

He had
his in-
not let

more than half consumed
never hegun this habit, hot
contraliable ecurlosity would
him refuee to drink the liguid. It wase
had been thrown away
by the owner and it did not take long
for it to act, His head became dizzy,
and hie legs reeled from s=ide to side,
and weant
marching up the road In the business
section of the city cursing at the top
of his volce at every step
ing soon became lined with people
who had remalned out late at night,
and the lad continued his march un-
checked, cursing at the top of his
volee with the erowd laughing on each
side of the curbing Rut finally he
came to grief, for a policeman took
him in charge. takingz him to the one
place he f(earsd—the calahoose. But
his cur=sing whw not Aiminished
throangh the*night and nelther plead-
ing nor punishment could make him
stop and when he was brougnt befars
the codrt next moerning he had Josi hik
voire temporarily from his long talk,
gnd the authorities released him be-
cause of his age, and penple still talk
about the experlence with iaughter In
the little city to this day

“Sport" walked out of the court
room a free man. It was the first
time he had ever been hefore the eourt

the sport and went to & pawn shop|and he hastily retraced his steps to | but it was because he had never baen
to get rid of the Incumbrance; for he. thé business section of the city as the caught before and not because he dld

leup in front of him begeling
| gifta

aut |

The curb-’

not deserve to he ' He did not :3&01‘-
stand any of the procesdings, t he
was free to go“where he plessed and
that was all he wished.

The lad repalred to his gleeping
apartments and secured his “shoe-
shine” box and went In quest of busi-
ness. He had the box slung over his
shoulder and there was a happy amile
on his face once more, tor freedom
WAS &8 hecessary 1o his life a8 o a
bird’s for he had grown up on the
stree(s,

But on the way. he passed a number
of other boys on a side street indulg-
ing in the one-card game that I8 a pas-
sion with the negroes and W the Fthi-
oplan equivalent of poker. It Is

Ing over the carda and betting whirh
card will be turned up. "“Sport” wns=
invited to take part In the game and
he wan too much of a sportaman lo
refuse oven Il he dAldn't have Dut
four pennfes In his pocket as a work-
ing capital, but the bets wers only a
penny at a time. The bovs playved for
about thirty minutes under the eaves
of an old house, afrald of being In-
terrupted by the oMcers, but their
fears heing more than overbalanced
by their passion for the game, and
when the game was ended “Sport”
had broken the rrowd, and had twen-
ty-ona cents In his poocket where he-
fore he had only four. and he crowd-
ed over his crestfallen brethren In
glee and departed from the place with
the regal alr of a viotor.

(nre more he slung his box on hia
shoulder and departed (n search of
employment,

Just us he passed one of the (o-
bacco warehouses in the city, he met
A farmer from the hack country who
was slightly under the Influence of 1i-
quor and the farmer asked him where
he could get a good meal. The lad
thought for a few minutes and a
twinkle came into his eyes as he told
the farmer he could take him to a
place where he could get the best meal
in town for twentv-tive cents, and the
farmer, made weak by dArink, con-
sented to follow him

The |ad led him down the street by
the hand until hé came to a side atreet
and then he took him Into n negro
restaurant under the ground, The far-
mer aat down and was served and the
lad walted on him. “Bport” looked
4t the furmer for a long 1'me and gaw
that he had a brilllant red mustacae
and blark halr, and he tnld the far-
mer that he ought tn have his mus-
tache bincked up In style ta matech his
halr He assured lilm that 11 wes tos
correct thing to do In the ity and of-
ferad 1o pierform the service for the
amall sum of twenty-five cents,

The furmer wus a4 poor man and
vy tolid altm he dldn't eare If he
did huve his musticche hlackod and the
lad bl Bt Intn hark room of the
restaurnnt and gouve him A vhalr and
pulled his shoe-polish from Its place
in the bnx He poured some of the
Hguid om o tooth brush an® rabbed It
an the Lhieillinnt whitsakers of the far-
mrer, wiin Inoked pleased andd content-
vl while “"Bport was nearty dving
with suppreased loughter ha
| rubbed sdme of the puste on the mis-
| tiihe Aand his rag and shlned
|1I'u- muatiche In exoellent style
| when the Job was completed. his fajce
s well us his mustuche, was Slacken-
0 Then Spart slipped
His hand the pocket and
dArew outl o largs thut he
hidd recelsved for his tobweco ermp, anid
dirted wway, nor dld he stoap antl)
he rewchied the sghurbe of the oty

The farmer wWan & poorman and
the moneyv recelved for the tohacen
represented his earninme for the past
seagon snd he thouzht of his family
At home unid of the things he anid
promised to carry bk and ha wep!
hitterly. He genrched for tne lad and
the proprietor knew "Sport” and his
haunts, and Anally Toeared Him and
an thrents from the farmer. the lod
dug the maney from a Nole In tae
ground ana returned It to the awner

Our hern came hack to town vary
muih dlageamiMied nver his fallure th
sevure the money for It would huve
lusted him  several  months, sapend-
thrift though he was 1t waus:seldom
thet he got caught In his tricks and
he hegan to fear 1that he war not &
competent man at the busltiess and
the thought wounded his pride

Hint e
minn

1}

i

tool
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LI L A GLEE &
farmer'sn
roll of mioney

IGT:
n tin
fur small
ol e Al YHporl pransed
by und dropped o penny In the cup,
for he was nod ulways hard-hearted.
The man took the lud's hand and
found that he was small and of
aown race and he offersd him 4 position
leading him around the street, Axthere
was nothing else in sight, and for the
novelly of the thing, he acceptead the
position although he was o receive
only twenty cents a dayv andd hig hoard
and lodging. Hut the other thoys
would envy his position. he thought,
ug he went down the sireet leading n
blind man, and he was glad to acrept
the place. And thus for the frst
time (n slx vears, he was Lo Ieave hin
bed by the smokestack an® lle in one
In a real house,

“Sport’”’ continued his Autlas untir
ingly for an hour or more but fnally
the man sat down and felt asleap and
he ran around hehlmd the atores In
search of anvthing of value he could
find. He looked In the trash barrcla
and then, when he rearhe? the rear
of one of the larger lalluring estab-
Hshments he #gaw o cout, vest and hat,
Iving on the ground, and a wonderful
cont and vest It was, too <he coat
had long talls to It that pleased his

girect, le
clivil angd

o W

poarly holding

He had seen certhes like
apera house and had
linged for them. but never before had
they Liren thrust In his possession. He
wruppeld them up inm paper and bur-
ried back tn the old man whno had now
awoke from hils aleep, and the two
then went to the blind muan*s home
And now we eome to the temiptation
and fall of our hero, for he d1d Anally
take money from a memhar nf hia
own race And one who Was as poor as
he, and this acenunts for h™ deatn
When he snent home, he saw the old
man take a bag of money from his
pocker and put it under hia pillow be-
fore he lald down to take a nap
“Bport” wiitched him carefully bLm
the old man did not know this, of
rourse, as he could not see. Dur hern
Intended to take the money, for he
wan thinking of his new clothes and
of the little vellnw girl he loved so
well. He would take her aut and give

ous paitleri,
these at the

did. and no one sghould say that he
could not play the part of a cavalier
iIf he wished, He waited In the room
patiently until the old man was asfeep
and then he carefully took the money
from under the pillow., He ran from
the house and when, far away, he
counted the money and round that
he had a small fortune conelating of
elzhteen silver dollars and some
smaller rhapge, and this
rufficient to give his girl the Best time
rhe ever experlenced.

“Bport” first went to one of the nu-
merous “hair-stralghtening” houses in
the city, where the accupants by a
patenfed process, take the kinks oul
of the hair of (he negroes and make
It as straight as a white person's.
There are many af these houses In the
South and thelr patronage is large,
as there I8 a great demand among
certaln classes of negroes for
“stralght” halr.

And when his halr “had been
straightened at a cost of one dollar.

the 124 carried his C(ress sult to a

known as "skin' and consists nf rurn- |

his

fancy and the veat was cnt hy A curl-

her a good time evén aa white people

would be |

have

The tafls of his coat.dangied fo
heels and his was much (oo largs
but he cared pathing for that,
wad he not in ?
wore his sameé “blue trousers fo
were mll he had, and his blue
shirt with the collar attachéd
ed thrgugh the vest. Hia high
towered above his head and gave him
an air of distinction and he longs
for a glimpse of himsel? In & m
His shoes were old and ragged, how=
ever, and had many holes In them,
but he did not jet that worry him, He
walked in majesty to a cigar store and |
purchased & real clgar, no stubs for
{him on this oeccaston, and his tollet
(was completed, and he marched away
|to A megro section known asg “Cra
|Alley” to escort his girl to "New Al
rien,” and his experiences there con=
stituted
life. The people watched him with
Interest as he marched down the street
and there were repeated peals of laugh-"
ter when he passed but “Bport"”
|marched placldly on witimthe utmost
|composure, cognigant of the I(nter ]
| he was creating and vonfident that
{was making & profound Impreasion.

“New Africa” was the latest nsgro
eolony founded in the eity and It
might be mald that it grew In a single
night. The colony was buflt around
an (tinerant merry-go-round and the =
place soon hecame the cynosure of the |
[negroey’ ambitions and pleasures, and.
(It oecupled the same place among the
|negroes that the saloons @ld among
|!lm French arlstocracy. 1t was loving-
Iy termed “New Africa” by 1ls devotesy
whe attended the place in legions. ,
I In the evening, smoke begins to:
[boll from the engine and the flery
|aleeda are s¢t In  molion, Geminy
Christmas! Wnat a happy time In
| Ethiopia! A procession begins to beil
im from “Happy Hil." g Trot,”
“Rag Shake,” and all the other negro

sections and after a hard day's work, '

the negroes drown the sorrows of Hie
in one exhiliarating, intoxlcating reve-
|lulinn on the “cvircle whizzer,” as they
[call it. How they enjoy the game!
I'The boys ride forward and backward
lwith difficulty pretending their steeds
lare war horses; the girls sit sidewayws
land try to look dlmﬂﬁnd but the lght
|ir1 thelr eyes show that they enjoy
the game even mors than the boys;.
dand the old men ride thelir horses In &
looee, listleas manner, pretend
|that their steeds are thirty years
and blind In both syes. The old peo-
ple und thouse who have no money
|wtand around and watch the younhlf
folka enjoy themselves, and the
youngstera run around throngh the
vrowd playing tag to the detriment of
sundry corns and bunifons belonging to
the assembled multitude,

Wha cnn fathom the depths of
mystery and acvount for the fantastie
fascinations of this place? Theéy are
appealing and powerful, Negroea who
Imyp eacaped from Lthe county o
force wnd who have been living the
liven of hunted men, secreting thems
selves from the e¢yes of people, and
cnduring hunger ruther than come to
the ¢ity and be caught, surrender to
the fascinations that this place holds
out to them, and aftar one breath of
Lhis soclal aimosphere and one “‘buss
on the whizzer,” they crheerfully sur-
render themselves to the oMeer who
weex them and finish thelr term on the
roads with a song on thelr Tips.

I The reuson, though, after all, i»
Lplmin The object of the gathering |9
plewsurs nfter Jabor All have come
together for u similar purpose and in
w happy mund. The hearis of the ne-
Broes are In sympathetl vihration
with esch other, and they are In hap~
py, unconstralned, forglving and lov-
ing fellowghip with each other and a
widespread fraterna) spirit s the ri-
It i1s this mutual symputhy that
them—lor sympathy rules the
and the negroes actually lnde
persionel jdentity in the pleas-
the evening.

while the glorious full
lts  sllvery shafts upon the
villony, the negroes lnwugh, talk, sing,
dunce and whistle, and the strange
spunds may be heuard for hlocxs away,
The sounds are curlous when heard
from a distunce and the place might
be taken for a colony on the gun-bak-
ed plains of durkest Africa, after the
inhahitants had returned rom a suc-
vesaful depredation and wers making
merry.

Thisn was the place to which our
hern had determined to bring his
girl. Thare was 4 home-made marry-
Zo-roiind to one slde of the real one,
built by taking the wheel aff the axle
nf a wagon and driving the end In the
ground, leaving the other wheel at the
top and here “Bport” generally took
hiz rides, bu! to-night he was to en-
joy the real sport, although he had
aften jumped on the merry-go-round
and rode short dlstances whnlile the
nwner was not looking.

Presently, he appeared In sight
decked in all of his new finery, and
smoking his clgar as he proudly
marched his girl through the crowd.
He was consclous of, and pwased by,
the attentlon he was attracting and
frequently he would hear paople say,
“Taordy, lonk nt dat niggsr,” as he
passed. nnd his pride woul® swell and
he would try to look Important. He

anlt
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lwna also carrylng & paper sack filled

with bananas which he had bought
for his girl and they ha® amwo sfop-
ped up street und had some lce cream
at the drug store,

He helped his girl on the car and
when the conductor came around, he
cilled for $§12 worth of tlokels, for he
Iintended glve her the time of her
life.  And not onve during the night
did they get off the merry-go-round,
and he tulked to her and told her
that wsome day they would be mar-
ried and #Miea would answer 'n her
childish way Every one ooked at
them and knew them. but no one knew
thelr names and no one cared. They
were merely two little children that
had been left to take care of them-
selves In the world and they managed
to do this In some miracutous way.
“Bport” did not even know his own
name, He had known It in time, but
had long since forgotten It

The lad was so engrossed In his
pleasures that he fargot about the old
blind man and his duty to him, But
in the meaantime, the old man had
awakaned as usual and felt under his
pillow to see If his money wWas there;
for although the amount was not Iarge
it represented his savings for years,
and when he felt under the pillow f(t
|was gone. He hobbled yp the atreet
| with difficulty and found & policeman,
{and told him of his trouble; the of-
| ficer muttered something about (its
| belng some of “Bport's” work,
|  And while the lad was stiil riding
on the merry-go-round oblivious to
|everything except the pleasure in the
revolving sensation and talking to hia
|girl and showing his new clothes, the
officer appeared and took him In
charge, and pulled a great stack of -

LIY)

Deenl used, and [84 fifm 1o thé station
where he was rocused by the old man
and then locked up to awalt trial the
next maorning. He d4id not fully redl-
ize what they were doing to him sbut
talked to his girl, who accompaniad
him to jall, holding him By the hand,

He spent the night In jail and waa
awake most of the night, and the next
morning. he was arralgned before the
court, He was asked whether ho was ¥

the grand symphony of his

tickets from his pocket that had not - :



