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fs the address of William
mam, Jr., presenting to the Bu-
e Court a portrait of the late
Bhler Justice, David M. Furches, on

¥ i1:
] ; it please your honors:  §
the pleasure of presenting a por-
of David M. Furches late
Justice of this court In se-
me to perform this friendly
Judge Purches showed a per-
confidence and vegard which 1
keenly appreciate and which I shall
‘endeavor to justify by using that
3 and directness of speech
which I think he would approve If
he were here. Many of hls contem-
: &l the bar and on the bench
' kpew him longcr and better perhaps
" than I and could speak more Bifingly
of his professional and official career.
My only qualification ls an intimats
mcquaintance and assoclation with
him during the last years of "his Iife
and a gincere admiration of his sturdy
qualities as a lawyer, a judge, and as
A4 MAT.

“The biography of Judge Furches
tes already been written. | need not
repeal It here or refer 1o it further
tban to recall some Important events
achich throw Ught upon his career.
" Indeed his lifc throughout wus &0
plain and unpretentious, so free from
display and the pomp which usually

tends the noisy honors of ambhitious | 1 A
: :xuhuc life, that it record is little American Union. )
: more than the aimple story of a steady “That position was heid 1o be cor-
country lawyer who., by unremitting rect by the Supreme Court of the
4 Industry and the practice of the prin- | United BStates two years later in the
: ciples of strict Integrity and vlrtu».lfh-‘*" of Texus wvs White—tn late,
mon his way surely and steadily to! however, to prevent the mischiefs
3 the highest judicial office  of tha Wwhich the opposite view had brought
3 State., This was the amhbition of his upnn us DId Texas during the war
fife: this he ast out to attuln, and |[cruse 1o he a State? asked Chlel Jus-
. welth its attalnment came only the tive Chase in delivering the opinion
! earnest desire to dipchurge Its dutles | ©f the court In that cuse. Or If not,
aithfully and mcceptably to all of his did the State ceare to be a member
fellow-citizens, of the Unlor? Answering these ques-
““The ancestors of Judge Furchea tions he continued: ‘The Unlon of the
. were from Delaware His grandfuther |Slates never mas o purely artifichl
: came to North Carolina from that #nid arbitrary relation Not
{" Btate about the close of the reynly- | *nlv. therefors, can there he no loss
e tion. A relative of the faumily had | eof sopurate ynd Independent autonomy
. died unmarried in that part of Rowan 10 the Btates through thelr unlon
7 mvhich I8 now Davie eonnty and lefy  under the constitution, but 1t may he
{ his estate to & kinsman, the judge s 100 unreancnably said that the preser-
1% great-grandfather, of Kent coynty,  @tien of the Btates and the mainte-
} Delaware: and a non of thut legutee  nonce of their government are ns
' was sent hera to lonk ufter the prop-  heh within the design and care of
; erty. He found 1. and what was  the constitution as the preservation
L.  detter, he also found for himself a °f the Unlon and the muintenance of
wrife among the daughters of Howuan | the nitional government. The eon-
and declded 1o make his  lanpe [ SHEUHOn in &l ite papovietons Tonks to
: amongEet her  penple Thix scttler | &0 Indestroctible unlon composed of
= named nne nf hig sons Stephen Leaws, Indsstruotible States The ordl-
L. after the old hachelor relative who | nance of wecesslon adopted by the
,_ had bequeathed hig estate ta the an- Convention and ratifed hy w majority
: cestor In Deluware. unil this Stephen  ©f the cltizens of Texas and uil the
" Lewie Furches, a country gentleman #0i8 of her Legislature futended 10
s roted for hir grnerosity snd kind- EIVe +Mect ta that ordinanve were ah-
17 mess, was the father af the fudge, tha | &0lutely null They wers utterly with-
j eldest child, who war harn April 21, out nperation In law The abligutions
18232 | of the Htate ux n member  of the
“Thasfuture Chiaf Justice was a | !'non and of every citizen of the State
typical country hny He helped his|#* & cltizan of the United States re-
father on the farm: in the winter ha  Mained perfect wna upimpaired, Tt
1" mttended surh schnols ux the commu- | CPriainiy follows that the State Al
nity afforded, and when ha grew oalder { not cease to he a Btate nor her citl-
! he was ment to the high school or | 7¢ns to be cltlzens of the Unlon, .
academy fnr three vears, anid that |T'ur conclusian, therefoare, s that
completad  hix  edpention He had | TA¥R& <ontinund ta be a Blate and a
b already cheren hiu profeaston, and at | S1ate of the U'nlon’
b the age nf “4 passed from the acud “After the ronvention Judae
e emy €0 the lnw s hanl nf Judge Peur- Purches returned 1o his duties as so
# son at RNichmond HilIl, There he re- ! Heltor and to the practice of his pro-
A malned for tha usunl period and at | Tes=lon generally Ta Him the arena
the age nf 26 racelved hig Hionse and | O7 Dractieal politica was never vep.
established an offles i Mackavilie, the  *nticing His amblitlon was alwavs
. county keat, His legal anility. as well (A1ONE the dline of hig profes<ion, o
‘_' ®8 his hold upon the confidences of his mwhivh, In all. he devoted nearly fifty
= fellow-cltizens, were maon uttasted hy | YPATE af hls life. He attained his ma-
B his eloction ta tha afice of wolicitor S0PV In the expiring davs of the sl
of the County eurt, o positlon most | Y0 party, of which e was an en-
chelpful and stimadating to the vaunng  Dustadie wdherent and from which
lawyer. ThHat prwaition, with the ex L"”‘ transitiun was easy and natiral
ception of W faw monthe during the | ' ™ Repuhlican party, in & mean-
reconsgtructon perlod. he continued to | V0P M8 suceessor. Loavalty to his party
hold until the county volris “'.r.,' nd losvalty to his friends was A ROv-
abollshed in 1868 ernlag  prinetple  af his conduer.
“Judge Furches was i the Confed- | Homgh froquently e did not agre
erate army arly about one manth | Mh the paliclos of {he ane nor the |
The shorthess of his seryvice thers wys | P0100S of the ather.  His party fre
doe tn two things Firet, the offica |0V honored him with it nami-
of county sollettor which he held ex- | 0N for high and responsthie oftie
empted him from the provisions of Farew e encountered the Democratic
5. the conseript act; und secunid, having [0 ol (he wedt as o condidiute for
[ three brothers and Linr hrothers-in- | £ DETYSS Mualor Robhins, in 1R72 an/d
oiaw in the ariay, (0 BEe Hik own oworde Judge Armfeld in 1880, apd. though
h? ‘soncluded to stav nur’ the chamblon of a forlarn hone, eavh
I "When the wiur was osir nndl the | 'Me he reduced hik opponsnt's ma
M wmork of reatoring the State ta s | VU mare than LWt For  three
L former relations with the Unlon wgs | 24T he Wik a Judge af the Superlor
‘Hegun, Judge Furhes wam wint ws w [' turt, whers he prosided with pa
' ‘delegate from Davie eapunty tn | Henee, firmneda and abiliny In 1R&x
the constitutional conventlon, which |17 Y% aguin called inta purty sepryles
& met for that purpose In Kaleigh in P8 @ candidate for Associate Justics |
" Deotober, 1865 In that convention, |®f this court and agaln four YeRrS
[Y.gomposed of the adblest men of the | '™ 42 & candidate for Governar
. *Btate, he was an active and influential | bt the common fute of all Republi-
-'.‘-iﬁwr- Tts work was mguickly and |70 candidites befeti hbm, and  he,
 thoroughly done and is now famillar | ®th the athers on the teket, was
= to every one. Among other ordi- | ®vh time defeated
i nanoes swhich It adapted were those CHat thess sucrescive defeats are
N Cabolishing slavery, declaring the ardl- | 70V 10 be attribiuted to any lack of
‘m of secession null and vold from conlidenca an the purt of the riblie
&, the , beginning, and repudiating the |'" TW'&s Furches or in his Atness for
& dedt contracted In the prosecution of |'N® Desitions which ho s=nught |
L the war. Tt provided for the arganl {the eantrary. | venture to ssv that he
L wation of a State government by call- | FOF*rsscd, In a marked degree, the
ing an election for memters af the |[TOFPCCL and  esteam of his fellow-
S General Amsembly, Governor and /| lizens throughout the State. *“They
other State officers and alea for the |["C0FMIzed his ablity nnd Integrity,
| eleetion of memhers of Congress, and amdl were satiefied that he wos cnpa-
qhus placed the State in 8 position to [P0 of fliing  with  antire accepta-
m at an early dav its practical Lillty ans _-II" the offices to which h»
& ‘relatlons with the [U'nfon, Other so- |"#BIrcd. Yet he and others ke him,
el 8tates !n simllar ennventiona | “&Te nniformly defopted ps often as
fanerely declared the ordinances by [1hey ran fur publlc ofice. The rea-
iawhich they attempted tn gever their | SN2 I0r 1his wre not lard to dis-
gonnection with the Unlon null and | €°V6r 11 aas v fault of thelrs nor
pid. North Caroling alone declared § *f the runk snd file of thelr party in
ordinance void from the hegin- |I= State Rut the mafority of the
8. ‘The sald supposed ordinance’ white people of North (arolina had
vonvention resolved, ‘Is now and | MOt forgiven the nationa) Hepuhlican
al times hath been null and vofd ' |Tary for lts stupendous hlunders in
i was the view held by Mr. Lin- | 'he® reconstruction of the State gov-

Aand afterwards nnnounced by the

Baprame Court in Texas ve. White

¢ *Br. Lincoln, In his first Innngural
dre: declared that no State upon

mere motion could lawfully g

of the Union and that resalyves and

finances to that effect were lagulls

And in his last speech. Apri!
1865, referring to certain oriti-
on account of the fact that his

‘seemed not to be definite!y fixel
guestion mwhether the racoding
at so-called, were In the !'nion
‘ot of it, he declared that sucrh a
Hon was practically immaterin!—
pernicious abstraction whi
y better not te decide or even 'n
*  ‘Finding themseslves sa’:
it home,” said he with his psual apt-
y#88 Of expression, ‘It would be utteriy
mimaterial whether they had ever
‘$I fr. Bumner, on the other hand
-4 (]

der.

| ‘destruction of the States, and
Steveps was firm and bitter
b contentien that the result of
& war left them in the humiliating
oRitlion of conquered provineea to be
£ with as the conquerer pleaged:
Congress regarded them aas dis-
d commanitiea which had for-
all givil and political rights
privileges uffer the constitution
which could be restored thereto
by the permission gnd authority
ol constitutional power against
Which they had reballed and by which
avere subdued
gonvention of 1865 held the

»

that the effact of secassion was |

"o Judgo David M.

view that North Carolina had never
ceased to be a Stats and a State of
the Union; that the ordinance of se-
vession Peing veld ab initio, the Btats,
having never ceased to be a member
of the Unicn, had the right and would
be allowed to resume her relations
with It upon camplying swith the terms
and conditions set forth in the Presi-
Gent's proclamation of May, 1865,
and accordingly, in addition to pass-
ing the ordinances required by the
President, the vconvention provided
for the speedy reorganization of civil
guvernment in all its branches in thls
Htate and also for the election ef
memberas of Congress, fully belleving
that when thase things should be done
the State would be accorded full
recognition as a member of the Unlon.
This had been the wish and plan of
Mr. Lincoin and the same was adopt-
ed by Mr. Johnson soon after hia ac-
cession to the presidency.

“Governor Worth and his party
were equally pronounced in the same
opinlon, and {n his inaugural address
in December., 1566, he declared that
they were ‘astounded by the proposi-
tion,” then advanced, 'that North Car-
clina, one of the original thirteen, was
no longer a Stale but only a lerritory
of the United Stutes,” and thal he
would ‘never assenl to any scheme or
compromise based on the idea that
| North Carolina was not a State of the

crnment In 1887 —for the re®sction of
Mr. Lincoln's plan and the enforce-
ment of that of Congress—nlacing In
tower in the State men who, In many
lnstances. wore distastefu! to the pea-
Me and wholly unnit for leadership in
suvh & orisis These blunders Judge
Furches and manv other patriotic
Hepublicans like him in North Caro-
lina opposed and tried to prevent
ihe constitutional convention of
ahich he was a member had readily
cimplied with what the pecple of this
state understood to be the demands
o l.hf' Presldent and the people of
. North as necessary before the
Stite should be permitted te resume

ithe

Ite T.ia::-'nnq with the TUnion. The
machinery of the Ktate government
|Fod heen tnken from the hands of

1thowe whao
'

had adhered to the Con-
placed by a loval elec-

i

[twrate in hinds of thoge who had
[renen. I tieir adeginnce to the Unit-
eil Btates The great body of the peo-
]"\'].f had aecepted the offered amnesty,
tiken the th v red

and volsd at

Tich these sweeping
and the State
réestored. was al-
e its functions

sfactorlly, ard peaca
a

I3

*he electi
rhanges weore
! government
rrady perfiorn
smoothly and <
and order preva
“The presen:~
Umion had been
nized by sobmil:
ture the thirteen:h
ratification, amd the Logislature had

s

it
the Siate in the
emphatically recog-
to its Legisla-
Amendment for

—
[

our statshoed, equally emphsatic, so
far as the executive department of
the national t could make
it, had come when, on June 16, 1886,
thé Becretary of Btate of the United
States formally transmitted to the
Governor of this State the fourteentn
article of amendment proposed to the
constitution of the United States, o
be by him submitted to the Legisla-
ture for adoption oor rejection.
To the original conditions to be
complied with before the South-
States should be permitted

ern
to resume their relations with
the Union, the pratification of that

smendment was added. It was vastl/
| more far-reaching and objectionabla
'tc the Bouth than the other. The
| prople of the South were, never-
theless, expected to face about.
to turn thelr backs on the men
they had trusted and followed
and adopt the lead of those who
had no magnetic hold on their hearts
or minds. This they would not do,
it was unreasonable gnd unna-
tural to expect them to do It. The
legidlature, In the exercise of itd
vightful pdwers, refused to ratify or
adopt that amendment,

“Then, without further rea=on, the
government of this State, which has
heen duly acknowledged by the Presi-
dent of the Unlited States, and which
had been organized and In existence
for more than twelve months and in
the regular and peaceful perform-
ance of its functions, along with the

I

|
Vand

wus declared {llegul and Inadequate
for the protectinn of life or prop-
erty and virtually abolished by Con-
gress, and the Governor and other
'Stute officers who had been
| elected by the peopls and were In the
exervise of thelr publie dutles were
| subsequently removed and In  their

Furches
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governments of other Bouthern Btates |

duly |

stoad were pliced other officers elect- |

only proper apologists for them.
“The samo also. has been true with
respect to the mansgement of Repub-
lican affairs in the South down to the
present time. Not all of the blunders,
pot all of the bad management and
mistaked, have been made here; just
as frequently, just as persistently, and
just as diastrously, have they been
made at Washington. And wherever
ard whenever and by whomsoever
they have been made, those who have
suffered most by them politically have
been Southern Republicans of the
type and standing of Judge Furches.
“But happlly we are now assured
of the arrival of a better day in which
the unfortunate policy heretofore
pursued towards the South shall be
abandoned and reversed; when, in the
language of Governor Andrew, ‘the
co-operation of the strongest and
ablest minds and the naturzl leaders
of opinion In the South’ will be sought
and, let us hope, will be secured;
when the wishes of her people are to
be consulted and no effort spared Lo
find out the facts in respect to the
character of all propased appointees
to Federal positions, and when, in
the language of the President. oniy
those will be selected ‘whose charac-
ter and reputation and standing in the
community commend them to their
fellow-citizens &s persons qualified
and able to discharge thelr duties
well, and whose presence in Impor-
itione will remove, If any such
thing exists, the sense of allenism in
the government which they repre-
sent.’
i It remains for me to refer to the
I most Importany part of the
| life—his career at the bur and on the
| tench. In 1866 he moved from
|
|

Muvksville to Btatesville and soon ac
quired a lucrative practice in Tredeli
und the adjoining countica. He met
| as antagonisie such men as Armifield,
| Folk, Clement, Bailey,
Watson, Linney and others,
whom lie nas numbered as one of the

McCorkle, |
among |

mdge's‘

| chimes presented

ed lurgely by the vota of the freed- | v igest and the best. As an adviser
men upon whum the elective franchise | ynd counselloyr he wus careful and
had recently been bestowed. Lafe: ms an advocale he whs earnest, |
“The majority of the intelligent po- lvireitle and convinceing., He never
ple of the Btute felt outraged and off | trusted & olient or even a braother
ple of the Htate felt ootruged and|'awyer (o prepcre his cases, he pre-
offended by these arbitrary wnd un-|jpared them himgelf, and thus nat
conntitutional proceedings. They look- | only performed a duty. hut '.‘urihf're‘
ed with Jdispleasure upon the givern-| *ustice and enhapced hils chance o
ment and the oficers thus thrupt | success,
upon them against thelr will. To “He was scrupulously fuithtul to
them the rule of thal ROVErD-| ke cljente, but rememberad that gond
ment wus Irksome and sure Ol 1o o client can never juatify or
lend specdily 10 disorder and .. utre had faith to one’s own con-
trouble. It was unnatursl and M- | onee gnd that however desirahle
possible for it to last.  Men like Judge |\t iy he to he.known as a suceess-
Furches were not to blame for L | - ong gragt lawyer, it s even hettes
They opposed this scheme of Con- | . %o kpown as an honest man and
gErfess from the heginning and acaul- {14,y there i no Incompatibility what-
cmced in 1L only In the hope thAL (vnr iy the posuession 6f boath of theas
thelr feurs and misgivings miBHL | ritlas  The asserting of truth, the a
prove groundless.  They rightly be- |, mniishing «f right, the doing of
lieved thul reorganized political ®04v- | what |s just—these he belleved to be
ernment with proper gecurity for per- grander. and hetter than the transt
sen and property could not exist In | joyy victortes semetimes questionably |
the State unless thosa whp were, by | yun in the eontroversies of the|
their intelligence and character, th=!, aurte. Above Rll. he was honest: he
natural leuders of the people and who | w34 hanorable in the practice of his
| would surely lead them by and by, | nrofession am In his denlings with his
wera parmitted to lead them In that | ¢ jlowmen, and this gave him o power

vrisie. And time has proved the cor-
rectness of thelr nosition.

“Nor were such men of the Sauth
nlone in that bellef Many Itepubll
fan leaders In the North sgried with
them and urged the adoption of such
a policy hy Congress as  the only
nraper solutlen of the grose diMculty
then confronting the natlion, The sen-
timents and apprehenslons of those
Eepiwrblicans wera never so truly asnd
prophetically expressed ms they wera
Ty the great war Governor of Massa-
chusetts in his viledictary address to
the lLeglalnture of that Stxle in Jan-
vary, 1868 maore than 4 veur before
the first reconstrnction act was pass-
od Sald he “Thea Beuthern people

fonught, tolled, endurcd and per
seversd mith 4 conrage. a Unanimity
wnil n pereistency not outdone by any

|
1

peaple In any revaliitlon, There was
rever an mera of territory ahanldone:
(te the Pnion ahle It could he held
by arms,  There wus never A rehel
regiment surrendered to the Uninn
larms until resistance was overcome
i by fares . The peaple «f the
| South, men and womeoen, soldlers muil
civilians,  volunteers aud conscripts
in the army and a* home, followed

the fortines of the rebelllion and nliev-

¢ s deaders, a0 long as 1t haol
| ANy fortunea or any leaders.  The
fyvoung men marched wop to the ovun
jnon's mouth, u thousand times, where
they were mowed down ke griln
hy the reapers when the harvest is
| ripe And simee the Presiden:
| finds himeelr obliged o jet in the
|s:rr~n1 muss of the dixlpyal Lo
| participation In the business of re-
wregnnizing the rohe] States, [ o wm
( obhligerd nlun to confess that | think
[t make an= role for the richer and
higher rebels and another rule for the
ponrer and mora lowlhy rehels 18 im
Jpohithe and unphliloaophical,
" "When the day arrives .

when an amnesty substantlally unj-

vergal shall be proclaimed, the lead
iIng minds of the Bouth, who, by tem
porary policy and artificlal rules had

heen, for the while, disfranchised, will |

resunie their Iinfluence and thelr anwpy
The capacity of |eadership la a gift,
not a device. They whose courug:
talents and will entitla them to lead.
will lead We ought to demandi
and to secure the co-operntion of the
strongest and ablest minds and the
natural leaders of opinion In  the
EBouth. If we cannot gain their sup-
roert of the just measures neediul for
the work of safe reorganization, re-
lorganization will be delusive and full
of danger. Tt would be idle to
reorganize those States by the colored
vote. If the popular vote of the whitc
1ace Iz not to b had in favor of the
puarantees justiy required, then | am
in favor of holding on just where we
are, 1 am not in favor of a surren-
der of the present rights of the Union
o a struggle hetween a white minor-
ity. nided by the freedmen on the one
| hénd. agninst the majority of the
% hite race on the other, [ would not
| con=ent., having rescued those States
ihy arms from secession, to turn them
oter to anarchy and choas. . . . We¢
| apght lo extend our hands with cor
dial good will to meet the proffered
hands of the Bouth: demanding no
attitude of humliliation from any, In-
fiictlng no nets of humiliation upon
any. respecting the feelings of the
conquered.’

“To the stubborn refusal of North-
ern Republican leaders in Congress
10 heed such warnings and to fellow
st.ch advice and to the arbitrary and
unreasonable enforcement of a con-
trary policy may be Justly attributed,
in my opinion, the political solidity
of the South and the misfortunes of
the Ilepuablican party In that section
from that day to this. There, In my
udgment, was the prime mistake, the
inexcusable blunder. Other mistakes,
it i= true, may have been, and, Indeed,
were made; othér offenses undeniably
were commitied here in the ESouth
where social and pelitical chaes en-
sued, and the Influence and effect of
them remain with ue to this day. But

promptly and alnost wonanimously
approved . ‘Another recognition of

the origin and cause of these trouhles
were not wholly In the Socuth and

far superior, more persistent and per
manent than meres skill und strategy
When he apoke to the jury ar the
fndges Hisa surgument carried the weigh:
ne alneerity, his wrloquence th
sirength of his convictians
“"His olevatinn to the
dlrectly In povordaonce avith his tastes
und dArsire T huve sald that he was
‘or thrie vears Judge of the Superbn
Court. from 18756 1o 187K In 1884
e wns elected an Assoviate Justico
of this conrt and acted as such until
January, 19801, when Hisa cherished
naebitlon was gratitied hiv his appoint-
me il as Chilef Justice After holding
that ofMve for two vesnrs he retired to

bench was

privete bfe, earrving with him that
which he ever so highly prized—the
Tove wnd respect of hig bhrethren, the
cantidvmees of hia fellow-citizans, and
the ennscinneness of Jdity faithfully

and eourageously performed.
y

lie bench Jodge
hard-waorking and thordugh
Investigatlion of questions
the courl was called apon
NAHY, While ma¥%ing no pretennes {9
:1--ul.u--h or finished styvle, hia written
anintons are clear. forcihle and In-
Ikive He always speuks to the point
and when that has heen rinched anid
coxplindned he ja contgnt

““in 1 Furrhes was

fenatlent,
ir hix

whirh

.
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“He was fond of the society of the
heneh and har and was delightfully
vial and reminiseent with hix
personal and politica! friends, Yipe
| Heved standing
| tmiinrhs sand the ald
utthoynded admiration
whin preceded
bers of this court,

ull
He
the ald IpnA-
decizions wnd had
for the great
him as mem-

fn hy

Tt es

in

et

the
w hiat
UL
Esuf-
him
and

hig portrait
have said of him onls
krew him will readily
render to hls moemory
when | portray
A8 he was—"iy true
and downright honest man.'
heart mwas always open and sin-

He was plaln. straightforward
and unostentatious In evervthing ha
dlii and in evervthing he in
private and in public life slwave
anugzht the path of rectitude, and
richtenusness and nothing Dleazed
'him o thoroughly as to he ahle to
| perform his duty well. He made nn
|viaim to erudition or brillinpesy, hpt

presenting Lo
1
who
e I
fiient tribute

hoiEely

alnl

hrate
His
|vere,

&g i

he

he possessed the richer andowment
'If‘l’ saving common esnse and C‘stog
| foursquare to all the winds that
hlew * He was what (Carlvie oalla
gincere; he was ahat he ssemed o
I, mo sham or make-belleve, hut
n resl. genuine man. In all his rela-
| tions he wus iust and charitahle. His
l]u\.-n and devation to hiz «wife and
kindred were remarkab!y tender and
heautifal, Surrounded by them. In

! the full possession of his facuities and
| the love and respect of neighhors, he
gentiyv passed away in the early morn-
Ill:—.x hours of June & 1908, leaving a
| mame unternizhed and the vecord of a
ueeful and  well-spent  life Hern
where justice reigns sunreme. in the
company of s0 many of those whom
he venerated and loved, may his
honest, rugged features ever recelve
a hearty welcome from those who
frequent and abide in this place

Whet Is eform?®
Puck.

In politics, turning the government
over to the tender merciea of peaple
who Imagine that If the police were
only honest and fearless, hades mlght
be raided 'most any nigh: and the
devil put oul of business.

In theology, making, from time to
time. such advances on the old orler
as will enable the fit to survive with-
out having to give up their pews

In business, discovering at the psy-
chological moment, an adequate scape
goat, and sending him forth laden
with those of our sins that are no
longer commercially profitable.

In nearly all fields of humand en-
deavor, something of a convenlence,

For there is almost always that ele-
ment of sincerity in it which will make
it a stalking-horse o cover designs

neading to be coversd.

| Methndist

of the contract. Privilege is reserved
to reject any and all bids

Chairman

But, of courss, nobody thinking for
himself took that othsrwise than a
Joke. He and Governor Kitchin ap-
pear to be very 'wise men and

but little but do much work in the
offices to which they were elected
and can be found at bhome when
wanted. Even The New York World
fs finding no fault with Mr. Taft, al-
though It calls itself a Democrallc
“Mr. Taft seems to

duty of the Democratic party than
the party itself has' Harper's Week-
Iv felicitously says in noting the fore~
going: *“Yes, the party’s idea of lts
duty. these many vears, seems to have
heen to boost Brother Bryan's lecturs
business.” That is good enough; the
party, indeed, for all the years since
he came to the front, has been for
Mr. Bryan the most remunerative
press agent of which the country has
snowledge,

(Of course, Mr. Taft would be
pleased to see some of the Southern
States wheel Into the ranks of the
fepublican party and he will do all
In his power to bring this to paus,
and do it In an honorable way, too.
He would like Lo see the Scuth set up
shop for ltself. His Bouthern policy
w1l be supported by thousands who
nave not voted for him.  He Is golag
tn trest the South. apparently, as he
does the rest ol the country. That is
the right thing to do and he knows
1t as well ax we do,

He will have a big time on his vialt
to  North tarolina. The Charlotte
peaple will do the nccasjon to a fine
Yrowyn and the welcome accorded our
great  President fill his heart with
good cheer and he will in no sense
misunderstand the demonctration;
put al the same time, it s hy no
means improbable that when he
romes to North ("arolina again It may
e to thank the people for its electoral
vole,

L] L] - -

Thess pleasant spring evenings ap-
pear to have an atmwsphere specially
adapted to enhance the sweetneas of
the chimes that ring out calling thao
peopla ta the warship of God. 1 can’t
valk to the rhurch or to the prayer
mesting service, 8o T sll on my porch
and Vsten the musical hells—the
to the Memorial
church by

1o

J. 1. Stagk In memory of their saint-
«d mnthers Tast praver meeting
night thev started up and playved
aweetly same of  the nld  songe—
‘Nenrer., My Gnd, to Thee™ “Stand
I'p. Stand Up., For Jemus” closing
with “Wark., For the Night is Com-
ink™" As the sweet tones rang out
through the eity 1t struck me what =
precious g!ft these two had made to

the elty: somsthing that might tender
tha hearts of the people and help
them tn meditute on the goodness

and merey of (3od following us all
the dayvs of our lves,
The first arguaintance we have

with, God we find Him In Genesls at
work, apd fromi the time that Adam
and Eve ‘were driven out of the
garden It hus been work. If we would
have the approval of Him who
created us work is necessary and to
be kept up untll the whistle blows
that calls fram lwbor to refreshment

When | wus a boy golng to rchnol

at Favelteville 'we ysed MeGufTey's
renders, and in one of them Was A
story of 4 hoy who did not enjoy at-

sehnnd,

tending The name of the
master was Toll. The boy didn’t ka

himy, so declded ta quit and go awsy

vhere he would never agaln see Mr.
Toll  11e sturted on the journey and
snnn  hacame tired Naoticing some
men ot work hullding a house he
stapped  to wantel  oaperationg and
rverything appeired easy; the men

yveing the plane. the saw, the hummer
and the drawing knjfe. Tt was all so
pretty anid he declded that helng &
carpenter wis easy.  But directly the

Iwaz on the Joh came in view hurry-
Ing up the men, exhorting them to be
lively, and the wvolece was strangely
ftumiliar, the Linv looked up and to
iz haorror saw Mr Toll was the man,
He moveld awuy rapidly Then He
came (o the village green, and the

voung folks were having a fine time
dancing to the music of the fiddle.
He joined in the sport but presently
found that the fiddler on the platform
sawing vigorously away WaAS none
ather than Mrs, Toll, Tt was all right
for the time
to pay the fiddler, for he was lahor-
ing as perseveringly am the =chool
temcher or the carpenters,. Wheraver
he journeved he found Mr. Toil busyv
in avery relation of life. So the bhoy
decided to be mnything he must fol-
low Mr. Tail, and he returned to hia
achoal and ever after that was a good
hoy, and, of course, In the end cama
ont at the big part of the horn, It 1=
rertain that whatever happlness mav
be, it comes In consideration of ac-
aunrintance with Mr Tail. And there
nn truer proverh than  the {dle
weate fe the Aevil's workshop. Sa to
be hnppy It becomer necesrary to
keep on the averalls until the Suo-
nreme Workman Informs us that it Is
time to come home,

I=

Why tnheritance Tax Preferred.
Tampa Times

The inheritance tax commends [t-
self to the Repubilvan politicians In
preference to the income tax because
the dead can't kick and the helrs are
in & thankful frame of mind rthat
keeps them quiet.

Notice— Sealed Bids

MECKLENBURG COUNTY.
Charlotte, N. C.,, May 11, 1%09.

Sealed bids are asked by Mecklen-
burg County. bids to be opened on
Saturday, the 22d day of May, at 13
o'clock m., for the erection of a
Steel Bridge over Catawba River at
Rozzell's Ferry. Bpecifications In-
clude four spans of 153 feet each.
roadway 16 feet wid-. Bids are asked
on wood and concrete floors separate-
ly. Masonry and piers are furnished
by the county.

Plans and spedifications are fur-
nishsd by the county and are open
for inspection at the Court House, in
Commissioners’ room. Bidders are
required to accompany their proposi-
tions with a certified check of 31,
000.00. The successful bidder will be
required te give bond in the sum of
$5.000.00 for the faithful performance

W. M. LONG,

hut the young folks had |

Mr. and Mrys, |doubt that such & custom would Le a

'
1

Board Commissioners,
Mecklenbure County. '

| -
)

Richmond, Va.,

~(This poem, which

Dr. wﬂm w.

| ®erver ii 188 for the besl poem om the u.:..f"...':',,""‘“*-..,
for the first time om the coomsion of the Meckiens Declaraiiy
bration, May Mh, 1) e
r-mmmmm-n
Bespoke sbundant harvests to reward the Ullery 1oy
mmwmmhmhhnu-om
A band of sturdy herves, & race of yeoman bold.
On all Catawba's uplands—for there they found thelr reg
mwmw-mmmnmmm‘ )
They reared their modest dwelling, they bullt the kirk .;:,'u'"
or well they knew how danger grew from skepiic o ho:n::

Thelr helricom was & Volume which taught the rights of o
And made the least a king and priest free from despotlc 1-,..-. =
The people are the soverelgns, with rights inalienats,
The people make the government, the people are the Blate

This truth was taught by Craighead, thus Mecklenburg e
And when oppressive medsures passed. her sons were g,
While ethers talked of redress as subjects of the crown

They boldly broke the tyrant's yoke, and ﬁun'

lieved,
‘.'H..'\g‘

the gaunt|e down

From seven congregations In which they preached ang pray
From woodlands and plantations, in homepsun gard arry. s
These ysoman rodes to Cha(lotu. these men of mien udw;

While high emprise shone In their eyes—they came 1o fl--.n-_--. 1

wd,

LB
And there thess dauntless statesmen. In ringing words ang +

Declared their independence—" "We'll win it or we'|| die, =
With Itves and sacred henor, with fortunes great or ymu
We will serve the cause of fresdom, we will break the Britom's thrgyw

Next year the natlon followed where H‘ecklenbur' had |end
Te all the world, with flag unfurled, her high resolve she read
“No more shall sons of freemen endure the tyrant's rod

This land shall be as freedom free, or we forsworn 1o God

Trrough flaming broil of battle where Britons bravest sijoq

On field and fiood. by blade and blood, they made their pirdges good
And now, where'er thelr banner floats over land and
With grateful lays the people pralse the men who made

MEa

it frea

Then up with granite column Inscribed with lofty phrase
Let Mecklenhurg’'s achlevements resound through endless
Her sons wers first to utter the disenth ralling word,

Let men proclalm their deathless name till all the warlq 4y, heard

The Party He Belongey
Univerealist

Borrowing Books,
Nashville American.

A correspondent of The Charlotlts
Observer muggests that thécommunity
appeoint a certaln day for the return
of ull borrowed books, without apnl-
ogyY. for we are “all sinners.”” Bome
very interesting experienes of such
i day ure given, and thera is litt]e

1.eader

A matron of mos: Artermineg
acter was enonunisred by,
man reported on a
WHS sent oyt 1o
ZENE AS to Their
Mr

ar
FALUNTEY
Riers ey

rad
prliy “May
shie asked af g sin
Ing woman wha npansd ™
one house Na
the matron de s
know wha! pary,
pleadad the gir)
her tall Agure
ook Al me’
he belongs 1

welcome relief In every community
The writer has In mind a book that
 now In the «ld home, which he
borrowed from a nelghbor across the
street more than thirty vears ago, thai
hea has naver had the “face” to return,

It was "Pllgrim’s Progress."” too,

Virl AR
.
The woman d
Well take
she sail " iIm e

PURE BUGUAR CANE SYRTP
ALAGA SYRUP Is the cholcest product of fi»
and Georgia Ribbon Cane and is  prepared
fashloned open kettle process. It retains 1
and strengthening qualities of the pure cane e
a deliclour flavor. .
For the table use ALAGA I8 best allke for nld nd :ﬂ'.:;.l-
Tt is easlly digested end most noruishing, besides haviaf
m REAL "Syrupy"” flavor, - e
A claim is easlly madd—hard to prove We calm *:-*“":ﬁ
is the best home syrup and its fine qualitirs substartiaie
clalm. il
ALAGA SYRUP Is put up in sealed, air-ftight gt "PM
cans, such of which bears the Government Pure Food 1A
At all Flrst-Class Grocers. .
ALABAMA-GEORGIA SYRUP COMPANY
Montgomery, Alabama.
| IS

COMING TO CHARLOTTI
MAY 20TH?

We will be mighty glad te have you eall and see ud whie 1
city. " o

Come In and see where The Observer publications a7 n. :
will give us great plessure to show you through o
house.

Make our office your headquarters
your service during your visit te this blg celedrailon

We will be plaasec 19




