fors the

-~ MAGA

"] BOOKS AND

ZINES

E OF THE MECKLEN-

BURG DECLARATION OF INDE-

PENDENCE. An exhaustive review

of apd answer to all attacks on the

Declarstion. By James H. Moore.

Btone and PBarringer Company,

Charlotte. (All booksellers or from

the publishers §1.50).

The approaching celebration of the
134th annlversary of the signing of
the Mecklenburg Declaration, and tha
intention of President Taft to be pres-
ent on that occasion have revived
interest in the country at large In
the spirited document which  fur-
nishes the rewson for the exercises.
The book before us was noticed Im
this column last spring, but the occa-
slon seems opportune for calling at-
tention to it again, and It is the ‘more
proper so to do us several of our cop-
temporaries to the north and east (we
are used to Palmetto Fneers aund jlibes)
have seen fit to allude to the invci-
dent as a1 “myth.” This attitude of
the editorisl mind finds a climax in
the ntterance of “The Youoth's Com-
panion” when It speaks of the “ex-
ploded myth.”

Now, a myth in order to be classed
as “exploded,” must be groundiess, It
must have no reasonable pasis of
probablllty to rest upon. Mr. Moore
In his review of gll the questions
connected with the paper shows at
least tha! there |s strong reason Lo
believe that on the 2Gth of May, 1775,

article, he forwards it to his former
enemy but now geod friend, Thomas
Jefferson, with a letter jn which oc-
cure the following paragraph: “What
a poor, lgnorant, malicious, short-
sighted, crapulous mass s Tom
Palne's "Common Sense’ lo comparl-
son with this paper? Had I known
it, 1 wauld have vommented upon it
from the day you entered Congress
till the 4th of July, 1776. The gen-
ulne sense of America at that momeny
was never so well expressed before
nor slpee’" At least the stout de.
tender of the movement for Inde-
pendence was pleased with the docu-
ment.

Nol so, the smuthor of the Nrtional
Declaration, We quote from his re-
ply to Adams: “You seem to think It
genulne. 1 belleve It spurlous. * *
When Mr. Henry's resclutions, far
ehért of independence, flew llke light-
ning through every paper—this flam-
ing declaration of the same d.re, of
independent North Carolina, absolv-
ing It from British alleglance and ah-
juring ail political connection with
that nation, although sent to Con-
grese too, is never heard of. It |8
not known even a twelve-month af-
téer, whra a similar proposition s first
made In that body. Armed with this
bold example, would not you have ad-
dressed oiur timid brethren in peals
of thunder, on thelr tardy fears?
Wauld not every advocate of inde-

tha citizens of Mecklenburg declared
themselves absolved from all allegl-
ance Lo the Britlsh «'rown and in con-
sequerce free and Independent; and
that furthermore on the 3ist of May
in that same year, a diny suthorized
committes framed a form of govern-
ment for the county which s ex-
pressed In such language as to fur-
nish & strong presumption of some
previous and more definite statement.
Bpace forbids the abstracting of Mr
Moore's line of argument. Only soma
of the more mallent features of It can
ba brought out in this article. The
book I8 clear, Impartial and quite
brief. All who are Interested In the
matter will be well repald for their
troubls by & perusal of the volume.
First, let us run briefly over what
Mr, Moore bellevea to have been the
course of events In Mecklenburg and
elsewhere during that eventful spring
and summer. The aggresslona of the
Britlsh minlptry had worked fthe
American colonles to & pitch of fren-
8y such ms the flercest Indlan bar-
baritles had falled to produce. The
culminating act of & sucvession of
tyrannies came In the passage of the
Boston port bill, which practically re-
duced Massachusetts to tha condition
of one of the hundred and twenly-
seven provinceag of the ancient FPer-
slan empire. The colonists from New
Hampshire to Georgla possessed suf-
ficfent political mcumen to wunder-
stand that the cause of one was the
cause of them ull, and In every com-
munity men were resolving that such
things should not and would not he
put ap with
Col. Thomas Pelk, commander of
the Mecklenburg militla, belleving
that the time had come when It was
necessary to take counsel what to dn,
iswued & call. summoning each of his
companies to send two delegatea to
& meeting in Charlotte on the 18th nf
May. This gathering came togeth-
or, and while they were calmly dis-
cussing the vonstitutional rights of
free-born BEnglishmen, there came
from the North most direful pews At
Lexington. just one month befors
their meeting, American farmere had
contested a stricken fleld with regular
British Infantry and In the end, driven
them (n rout to thelr headquarters,
Instantly all wasn confuslon There
wne no more discussion of constitu-
tional rights. The ancestors of these
men had won with Bruce at Bannock-
burn, and had followed the fortunes
ef Montrose to dAefeat They were
careful to observe the forms of the

pendence have rung the glories of
'\1p1\klenhu|-u rounty In North Caroline
In the ears of the doubting Dickin-
pon wnd opthers who hung #o heavily
upon us? Yel the example of inde-
pendent Mecklenburg county in North
{‘arnling was never once guoted.”

At a superficlul glapce these re-
murks of Jefferson would seem to dis-
pose of our document root and
branch, and they have probably caus-
ed many Investigators to cease thelr
lahors and test content with the tes-
timony of the Sage of Monticello. A
very brief consideration, however, of
the state of the colonies In that fam-
ous June of 'T5 when the paper reach-
ed Philadelphia, will show absolute-
iy and beyond possible cavil, ns things
ware, |t was o matter of |mpossibil-
Ity for eany such paper to see the
light on the table of the Congress of
the United Colonies. A brief digres-
slon |s necespary to establish this fact

| The peopla of the colonies had for

some fifteen years been restless un-
der the government aocorded them
by various British Cablnets. They had
been annoyed by the searoh wurrants
written in blank against which James
Otis protested =o eloquently In 1761,
The Parsens' Cause in Virginla some
two years later aroused them to en-

Ithuslastic applause as Patrick Henry

voleed thelr views In burning words
|The Stamp Act a little later, Inclted
[them to riot mnd plllage, to banding
| together for snutual Jdefense and the
forswearing of tea-drinking. The
| Boaton Massacre still later shocked
and distressed them. But no one of
these nor ell of them put together,
{had brought thefr minds ta the point
of calmly accepting a separation from
the mother c¢ountry, much less of
fighting to obtaln It

' The news of the bloodshad at Lex-
Ington awalted the mnssembling of the
Becond Continental Congresa a few
days before the Mecklenburg meel-
|[ings, and that fight started men to

thinking in the direction of indepen- |

dence; who had never a conception In
| that direction before
In an unsettled condition.

independence it would have required
|n great while, owing to the then
|means of communication to have se-
\vured the co-operation so emsentially
neccessary to the successful achleve-
ment of the enterprise. Consequent-
ly the carliest efforts of the Ameri-
can leaders In their second great
assemblage wera directed towards a
Ireconelllation with Great Britain, The

lond nowhere distinctly declares Inde-

‘.befnre. and that It

Bul things were |
Even had |
all the colonies at that time desired |

¥

and scholarly
our author demonstrates the fact that
the phrases common 'to both were
|certainly original with neither, but
\were the common phraseology of the
common peopls, These last were Jond
in their cries for independence long
before thelr lesders put 2 thought
upon the matter. This arose doubt-
less from the fact that the responsi-
| bility for the move must rest upon the
| shoulders of the Congress and that
it it proved to be a wrong step the
hambler folk would not suffer there-
for. This part of the little volume
before us is extremely able and con-
vincing.

Take, furthermore, the language of
the two papers, adopted by the
Mecklenburgers In May, '75. The ser-

pendence, but in every paragraph as-
sumes [t fa an accomplished fact.
What more natural thap to explain
this otherwise Inexplicable omission
from the later paper, on the ground
that every one knew that (ndeper- |
nence nad been declared eleven days |
was therefore out |
of place to repeat such a declaration?
| It seems that the opponents of the |
genuineness of the paper of the 20th
have here a somewhat dlfficult nut to
crach.

Among the many
tures as . yet unmentioned, lack of
|space compels us to mention but a |
slugie one. In 1804 there waa dls-
covered In the archives of the Mora- |
!vian church at Bethania, a most In- |
teresting bit of evidence,
lord was kept by Trauzott Bagge., an
| purported t ncover public events of In-
‘terest to the Moravians down te 1779, |

|
interesting feas |

al

[1n 1t we read under the ygar 1775 4 small saw with which they were
a paragraph the translation of which |I'¥Ing to saw out, and Sheriff Deaton

ns follows:
“I cannot leave unmentioned at tha |
end of the 176th year that already In
the summer of this year, that 18 In |
| May, June or July, the County of|
| Mecklenburg In North Carollna de- |
clared Itself free and Independent of |
| England, and made such arrange- |
ments for the administration of the
laws among themeelves, as later the |
|Contirental Congress made for all
|Thlﬂ . aAgress considered these pro-
|ceedings !mmature*

Attention should here be given to
the' fact that the contemporary ans
nalist states that the Mecklenburger:
|both declared themselves free and
framed for themselves un arrange- |
iment for the administration of gov- |
ernmenl. The opponents of the Dec-
[laration tell us that these phrases both
|rel't-r to the document of the 3lst of
Muy and offer no support (o the pa-
!per of the 20th. Apart from the un-
natural Interpretation of plaln, sim- |
ple language neceseitated by this view, |
It 18 hard for the sald opponents tol
get around the fact that thelr paper
of the 31st nowhere declares Inde- |
| pendence, although that is pracisely |
what Hagge tells us was done. Obvl-
{ously Bagge had in mind both pspers,
describing the eariler In his first
clause and the later In the second.

One ©f the most interesting sec-
tions of the “"Defense’ is devoted to
!John MeokKnitt Alexander's rough
notes descriptive of the eavent, These
are given verbatim, Interlineations,
Imilmke.g In grammar, errors In
names and all; together with am ex-
haustive and scholarly analysls of the
|evidence they furnish. The Davie
copy and wvarlous charges of forgery
are denlt with In another chapter con-
lelusively, while both the famous
|documents are given tn full and thelr
rontents examined minutely.

To the 20th century citizens
Charlotte these revolutionary days
seem scarcely closer than those of |
Nearo or Alexander And yet when
they see the snormous stand in front
of the court house, when they walk
|under the beautiful arches that will |

ia

of

shortly span our streets, when they
hear the President of the rnultl
wealthy and powerful natlon on the |
planet speak from the spot on which |
this deed war done generatlons ago,
Itl will be strange If a sensatlon of |
ennabling warmth Jdoes not creep
|about their hearts, a Aueh
mount to thelr brows; days |

proud
when In

¥ " ¢ min that |
lew while It was time: but the “shot ) %isest of them wera determined th [to come, the little ones gather around |

heard round the world” was a slgnal
to thém that the tdme for action had
arrived. A committee wias appointed,

4 declaration of their absolution from |

their erstwhile alleglance framed and
adopted. In order that the fabric of
soclety should not fall In ruins, they
declared that the officers holding au-
thority from the Crown should c¢on-
tinue to exercise thelr functions until
superseded by subsequent arrange-
ment: they furthermore appointed an-
other committes to frame a scheme of
government for the county until such
A time ap this should be arranged for
by ths Philadelphla Congress.

This committes met on the 31st and
framed a sel of twenly resolutions
with a preamble, establishing the
forms of Engllah government as they
ware then understood, but withaut de-
riving thelr authority from the
Crown. The significance of the re-
lation of these two papers, that of
the 20th and that of the 11st, to each
other will be noted later,

The authors of the bold step of the
20th desired to place thelr action he-
Congressa at Philadelphla
and for this purpose engaged Cap-

' tain James Jack, of Charlotte. to ride

. .express to that city with the docu-

_. to
3 %t Caswell, Hoopsr and Hewes,
_ aforesald delegates,

ment and dellver it to the North Caro-
lina delegation. This Captain Jack
dld, and returned later bearing a re-

the Mecklenburgers from

Buch in brief is Mr. Moore's acoonnt

i of the proceedings. For each step

in a few

e vltes his authorities whether it be

A mnatter of fact, or of what seems
jo him necessary Inference. His style
" @bsolutely Impartial; like a judze
his charge to a jury, the author
tely reviews the evidence
ves the decision to the reader.
'dlo not belleve that Messra. Hovi,
¥, ot al., will be convinced by his
alements. But we do not bhelleve
A the

@ other hand that any sane man,
-reading the passages referred to

S 4

. yond the peradventure

dotibt; that there s no evidence

phatéver in support of the genulne-

s of the paper of the 20th: tn a

that the City of Charlotte Is

days solemnly to commemo-
e an "“exploded myth.”

Jt I8 & difficult proceeding to cull

i the ‘mass of evidence which Mr,

- han collected In support of the

: ne of the fine old paper and

{ pafutation’ of attacks upon It fuel

:’ It will be best to mention in the

sited space which can be allowed

“ The polnts that may be men-

hed below are In no sense intended

8 complete wall of defense

pe rather with the

ﬂ- ir perusal may lead to a

study of the subject, and a

e AScurate. appreciation of the

of bistory.

let us Jook Into an attack,

because «of its exmited scurce,

“eon "Mlblz.dﬂ‘llre that the matter

L

[the acuons of the British minlstry
should never be tamely submitted to.
But the anclent British
laid the blame for all mistakes made
by the Britlsh authorities upon
shoulders of the King's ministers and
held inviclate the principle that *“the
King capn do no wrong.' It was on
this principle that the colonlsts based
their appeal to George 111.; thelir lan-
guage at this time was couched In the
most loyal terms towardsg his majes-
ty, and was fillel with bitter rom-
plaint against his servants In the Cab-
inet. It was not until the Americans
discoveread that George the Third was
the soul of the Britiah aggressions,
that even when the most bilterly ty-
rannical of his advisers counseled him
to glve way, he held to his course,
that they decided to take the irrev.

dependent.

In the early days of that falr June
awhen Captain Jack reached Philadel-
phia with the document entrusted to
his care, the Congress was engaged In
fruming the famous “Ollve Branch™
petition, In which they Indignantly
denled that they were almming at In-
dependence, and declared In most un-
aquivocahle terms that théey were ab-
solately loyal. No membera of Con-
gress were more deeply imbued with
the sentiment of peace and reconcil-
iatlon than were the North Carolina
delegates. Imagine their horror, If
vou can, when their eyes lighted up-
on the firebrand sent them by their
constituents Just when there seem-
ed to be a falr prospect of the storim's
blowing over. this very treasonable
document came to glve the lie to all
thelr protestations. Congress declar-
|ing it= loyalty; the people declaring
thelr independence: a fine idea of
Amerfean consistency the world would
lcntht-r from all this! Lay such a
| doeument on the table of Congress?
Not if they knew thegiselves!

80 Measrs. Hooper., Caswell and
Hewes, delegates from the loyal col-
ony of North Carolina, suppreased the
document, and furthermore. sent
back to the turbulent Scotch-Irish of
Mecklenburg a letter In which they
hade them "look to the relgning
monarch of Britain as your rightful
Iimd lawful sovereign, dare every dan-
|gvr and difMculty In support of his
person, crown and dignity. and con-
slder avery man a traltor to hls King
who, Infringing the rights of hia
American subjects attempts to invade
those glorious principlesa which plae-
¢d him on the throne and must pre-
serve him there.”

This, we submit, furnishes ample
rezson why the proposition never he-
cameé known to the other membery of
that Congress. This was the reason
that John Adams could not be armed
with this bold example for the pur-
pose of addressing his timid brethran
[in peals of thunder This was the
reason that the advocates of Indepen-
dence could not ring the glories of
Mecklenbprg county in North Care-
lina in the ears of the doubting Dick-
insen and othars. OCreat man Mr.
Jefferson undoubtedly was, but the
lapse of forty-odd vears had dimmed
his perspeetive untll he was utterly
oblivious to the fact that the very
body which declared Independence 'n
'"6 had. the summer before, made
every effort possible to prove beyond

i ,question their unshaken loyalty.

In this connection another charge

constitutiog |

the |

ocable step and make themselves In-

the fireslde It will be strange Indeed |
iIf this old story, which Ia troe, s
not related to the generation follow-
ing, by them in turn to be handed
down to those.yet to come. For It
s by examples such as that of those |
|M(~rklenhuf: farmera on that far-
away day. that each succeeding zen-
eration Is Inspired "to strive. to seock, |
to find, and not to yield.”

f4-40 OR TFIGHT. By Emereon

ald In rehabilitating

dents of American history It has never
suffered.

| Cloer Brothers Make Good Use of a
. le.
Statesville Landmark.

This rec- &ttempt to saw out of their cell this

| low-prisoner reported to Mrs.

| Warrenton Record.

work such as this will
his reputation
with the people at large; with the stu-

belleve that

The other Is the very un-
flattering account given of President
Polk. [t is evident that the author
has taken a leaf from the book of a
certain sugust personage st present
hunting big game, in his view of this
statesman. It Is gquite as unjust as un-
historical

One point remains to be mentioned.
At the head of the chapters, the au-
thor has run a series ol quotations,
all Jealing with the powerful, though
obscure influence of the gentler sex
upon the making of history. The
thought !s far from original, but it Ia
profoundly true, and mnot unlikely to
be underestimated in one’'s view of any
particular period.

ATTEMPT TO BREAK JAIL.

The Cloer brothers made another
week. Wedneaday afternocon a fel-
Con-
nelly, the jafler, that the Cloars had

was notified, The sheriff found that
the prisoners had succeeded In maw-
Ing In two the chain which has held
them to the foor since they have
been shackled, and had also sawed
one of the bars of the cell. The cell
was egearched thoroughly but the saw
could not be found and the Cloers
refused to tell where (t {s. Heavier
shackles have been placed on them
and Mr. Bruce Leinster will guard
their cell until after court.

The River Hudson.

Puck,

The Hudson river consists of two
strips of advertisements as far as the
eve can reach, Inclosing a hody of
water filled with tughoats, microbes,
ond flouting folks of other descrip-
tione.

Henry Hudson first discovered this
famous river on his way te Troy to
leave his collars and cuffs to be laun-
dered after a long sea voyage.

Btepping ashore at the foot of
Twenty-third street he gave orders to
put up a city that for magnificence
and corruption should never be equal-
ed, and then he passed to West Polint,
started 4 parade ground, and then
rested at Albany, where he opened
the bureau of franchises, otherwise
Known as tha Btate Legisiature,

No doubt In the near futyre the
Hudeon will be used a8 a race course
for aeroplanes. At present It ls oc-
cupled with the duty of keeping New
Jersey apart from New York.

Presume the Higher Motive.

It the Presldent has In mind the
clevation of the Federal judiclary of
the State, and the removal of It as
far us possible from partisan politics
he Is to be commended for the Demo-
cratle appolntmenta he s making to
these positions, but If he s doing it in
order to try and bulld up a strong
Republican party in the South, why
his actions are liable to severe criti-
cism and will be resented by the true
men of the SBouthland,
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“This project of talking to Mars"
savs The Oklahoma State Capital,
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Hough, author of **The Misalssippl
Bubble.” With IMlustrations by Arthur |
L. Keller. The Bobbe-Merrill Co. In- |
dinnapolle. (8tone & Barringer Co,,

$1.60)

| The title of this novel Is taken from |
| the Demorratiec slogan In the cam-

| pnign of 1844, which resulted in the |
elsction of James K. Polk to the pres- |
Idancy of the United States, Ite signi-

ficance wars that the Unitel States |
woitld make gond ita clalm to the Ore- |
gon country as far North ss 54 de- |
grees and 40 minutes or wage a third |
war with Great Britaln. which ciaim-

| ed the same territory. After the elac- |
tion had been carried, it was Jdiscov-

ered that Tnele 8am was g0 Involved

with his Mexican neighbor on the

mouthwest! g8 not to be able to spare

any troops for fighting on the Cana- |
dlan horder; conmsequently & compro-

dary established at tre forty-ninth

mise was made and tht Oregon bhoun- |
for it he deserves the thanks of his

Whos-Haw Trall" and "Oregon.” and |
arcund the means hy which this com- |
promiee was effected.

To the mind of this reviewer, tha
present volume ls a distinel advance |
upon “The Misslssippi Bubble™ Its|
characters appear more life-like, itm|
paralle] of ‘ntktude where it s at this |
erly constructed romance wm-enl
plot s very much better mnutrurwdl
and most Important of all, the author |
has found a subject which excites his |
deepest enthusiasm. The conquest of |
lthu Far West by the American plon- |
eer is a matter to Inspire the mma:f
stolid soul. and while we canmot go
eo far ms the author does when he |
declarea that it surpasses the march
of the Ten Thousand, and. equals the |
migration of the Germans in historie
importance, none the less his enthus- |
Iasm in descridbing it iz quite under-
standable. In the middle of his atory |
he digresses (o paint the most vivid
plcture we have mat with of the car- |
avans crossing the plains and enter-
Ing into possession of the Ora:unl
country. It cannot be gainsald that|
this breaks the continuity of the story
most palpably, but with what a resul-
tant gain! The reader has hir stten-
tion distracted from the Intrigue of |
cabinets and diplomats for a momant |
to have it fixed on one of the must |
signifieant and thrilling movements of .
the nineteenth tentury. It k& the very
philosophy of history that Mr. Hough
giver us In the chapters entitled “The }
readers no less than for his charm- |
ing story. |

The love story in the book is rather |
unusual. The heroine is an Buropean [
adventuress who Is & diplomatic spy
in the pay of Great Britain. The thero |
is John C. Calhoun's private secretary.
He 8 on_the eve of being married
She, on the contrary, eoncelves for him
mot those passions as rare as peau-
t
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Charlotte by 1:00 p. m. May 26th: w
For full infermation call on an

URG DECLARATION OF INDE-
E, N. C, MAY 18-20, 1909.

outhern Rallway will operate the fol-
08;

rip Rate

Ly Winston-8alem...

-
Lol

Lv Advance,
Ly Mocksville
Ly Barber, . 2 .
Ar Charlotte. . J0:15 a.
Returning, leave Charlotte §:
Lv Spartanburg.. ..6:00

Lv Clifton N 1]
Ly Cowpens, .6:25
Lv Gaffney. .8:53
Ly Rutherfordton., .5:10
Lv §5:29
Lwv .48
Ly -6:69
Lv .6:08
Lv 8helby. .8:33
Lv Blacksburg.. .T:15
Ly King'’s Mountain 7:4%
Lv Bessemer City...8:02
Ly Gastonia, .. 5217
Ly Lowell. .8:33
Ar Charlotte. . , _9:10
Returning. leave Charlotte
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Henrletta .
Mooresboro.
Lattimore.
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ith final limit May 224, 1509.
y ticket agent, or write

1

R. L. VERNON, D. V. A
Charilotie, N,

 MACHINE g

Southern

—

One Dollar Di
the Work

Mrs. Joe Person,
Dear Madam:—

I want to say that your
medicine is the best for
scrofula in the whole world.
My little boy had it and I
tried everything else and it
failed. Ome bottle of your
medicine cured him and I
can’t say too much for it.
I hope nobody will go with-
out it if afflicted with scrof-
ula. Dear friends, just try
it and see for yourself,
Thank the good Lord for
such a good remedy in this
old world. ‘

A, L. Bowen. |
West Durham, N. C. 1
May 11, 1909. |

OBSERVER PRINTING
= INCORPORATED

PRINTI

CHARLOTTE, .

Local snd Long Dutmey
Telephoos No. 121

OUR SPECIAL 8 UMMER OFFFR

From May 16 to July 16 we will glve oty
rates of tultlon as follows:

$9 on Elither Commerclal or Shorthand
course

These low rates glve you the sama
acteristic of our institution. Jt is an [
ture an unlimited scholarship In the largest. the best g
noted Business College In the Carolinas

Write or call for complete Information

W reduyct
CULrEEg

high-gradea inst:

unprecedente

Pr&byterﬁl College for Won

" CHARLOTTE, N. C.

The Second Term of this old and reliable ind
tion began January 6th, 1909. )
Special rates given to those who enter the Se
Term.
For rates and catalogue, address '
REV. J. R. BRIDGES, D. D, Presie

P

ac;ice Cut Flowe

Bridal Bouquets, Floral Designs, Cut Flowers
kinds a specialty.

Decorations solicited.

Write, telegraph or telep hone.

Dilworth Floral Gare

McPhee Bros., Proprietors

-
ELIZABETH COLLES

M
AND €ONSERVATORY OF
OHARL OTTE, N. C.
A HIGH-GRADE COLLEGE FOR WOMEN.

Conservatory of Music in Separate Bullding withsd
of Specialists,

Graduates In A. Courve admitted
SBmith, Wellesley, Graduates In the 5o
the Banior Class in the Bostom Bchool of (VHT. .y 8

Special advantages in Art. Only exp’d 27°C 55,
teading American and Eurepean Universa .«sa =iy

For catalogue address CHAS.
CIPLVIPIO? SLPPPIOTOT SrOPOrOIS?

to the Benlor ©
Sohool of BR
1ory

—_—

Cook W_ith Standard Codl
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