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OVERDOING THE PRIMARY.

In the nomination of municipal and
oounty officers the direct primary Is
an almost ideal method  Hut when
the primary system |s made applicabls
to State or even district ofMices seori-
ous objections present Lthemselves
This from the volumns of The
Richmond News [eader

Nnews

“The present primary system for nomi-
nating candidatos for State offlces ut the
meeling of the Ftile committee on Fri-
day night received a severs castigation

“Judge Duke declared thwt the system
had resulted In bullding up an office trust
ia the Etate of Virginia, thet it was en
trenched and that |t was Impossible for a
poor man to stand for any office within
the gift of the people

YSenator Shackelford declared that the
schame had been deviasd for w specific
purpose and that 11 had signally fulled Lo

accomplish what was Intended. the ob-
Jotls of the aysiem mpparently thriving
undear It

*The members of Congress from this
State ars belleved 1o be w unit for the |

system. sald & member of the commit
lee, ms It practically precludes any per-
som from considering the muller of run
ning against them

“iPeople throughout the State ure dis-
Fusted with the system.” asald u gentle-
man who has been in much of the Stale
during the last three monthes wund who
Is in close touch with one of the candi-
dates for an office at the hands of the
people ™

Experience hus everywhere shown
that the affect of the State-wide pri-
mary is to put an enormous premium
upon political machinery and no small
premium upon money also A mwn
who is neither an inslder nor fat of
pocket can with extreme dMeulty im-
press himael! on the large and wide-
ly wcattered electorate. (ondjtions
existing In practically every Bouthern
State where the primary decides all
candidacies ure well enough describ-
ed by a recent declaration of The
Charleston News uand Courler  that
John . Calhoun |f allve to-day vould
not defeat & single one among South

Carolinu s nobile army of  “Depart-
ment Congressmen. ' The  tendency
toward “‘an oMce-holding trust” s
everywhere, ux In VIirgink, unmimuk
able And u trust tike this hoth
breeds demigogy ubundantly within
and can usually bLe overthrown from
without only hy demagoks ranker
still. Even where each of two can-
didates for ofMice conduct themszelves
a8 gentlemen, they must wimost al-
way® dndulge in permonalities o the
exclualon of esvervthing slse, the Issur
being purely personul, this spectacle
Is presented in Virginle now and was

presenied in North Carvline last vear

It would be Kindest nol to mention the
herroras of polltive In Georgin. Mia-
sissippi, Arkansss and Tixux One-
party Btales huve scarcely nny escape
from the Stule primary, but States
more normal In thelr politival cond!-
tions, especiully those thut would

kept in vconstant polit
L oal ferment while they are trylng to
‘. make two blades of grass grow where
one grew before, should adopt It only
&8 an escape from almost unim-
“aginable something still worse.

The Democratic party of North
Carolina has never tried the State
primary under the inwholesome condi-
tions which the State primary as an
Institytion breeds, but it has had suf-
ficlent expertence to Induce g strong

an

 #pirit of caution about plunging in any

deeper.

NOT INFALLIBLE, OF (OOURSE.
Agreeing with The Observer that
Bancroft's conclusions upon Amerl-
van history, North Carolina history

the Norfolk Landmark proceesds,
ertheless, 0 <ite an alleged Inac-
Bancraft and Fiske
haye done Lord Dunmore “the serious
ough unintentionaul injustice” of
enting him «5 the burner of
prfo k during the revolutionary war,
er Information became
oot long ag© Lhrough researches
2 by the libruriun of the Norfolk
library Of 1.331 houses fir-
W, Dunmore fired only 54, while the
forces., under specific
d the town as a whole to pre-
the enemy froem using it in his
L fons These facts are attested
the records of the Virginia General
embly, which made official inves-
gation.
@ are willing to agree with The
: that Bancroft overlooked
Jly important record on this point
, &8 The Landmark knows it

Hvall-

orders,

A

SNy his practice to spare neither time

LU expense In searching out every
pecord which might exist Absolute
ty nebody ever clalmed for

‘'or any other historian. The
i “false in one thing, false In
hing” does not apply here;

In & spesch in the Senate & few
days ago Senator Lodge, of ‘Massa-
chusetts, made this statement. in ref-
srence lo the declaration of the Re-
publican party through its platform |

_Those people who persistently pro-
fess to find In Shakespeare's plays,
evidenos of Bacomian authorship, have
| 4w their lutest representative Mr. Wil-
tlam Stone Booth, of Cambridge,

TALKING ABOUT THE TWENTIETH

What Outside Newspapers Have to

-

on the question of tariff revision:

“Nobody ever pledged me to revise the
tarif downward or to revise IL upward.
Whit we are pledged 10 is a rovision,
and I su we are here. to revise In
view of the interests of the whole coun-
try. If it ls wise to reduce rates, then
reduce them; If it s wiser 10 give al-
er protection we should do that, if It

|Mass. His conclusions are stated with
some fulness by a writer In Colller’'s
i\\'eokl_\'.

Mr. Booth takes from the First Fo-
Ho edition of Ehakespeare the prefe-
tory “To the Reader,” printed
[oppasite | Bhukenpeara's partralt and is wise 1p keep them as they are then
supposed to have been written by Ben | tkat should be done

Rure Ben. w-curdlnq “ th‘"'| Commenting on this, The Chicago
theary, was In Bacon's confi- Record-Herald says it has a fine

lines

Jon=on
1 Booth

_'1"“"" and aseisted hoth the !c:“:':r" 'rsound. but the Missachusetts Senator|jt hsppened or not'—Washington
deception and the hidden &y ‘.Hji’ disingenuous, Herald.
whivh reveal the real author, These The tariff plank in the Republican

lines Mr. Booth discovers 1o be woven
through with the name “Francis Ba-

platform was adopted becmuse of pub-
|lic pressure for e revislon of the tar-
jeon,” not by the simple valentine plan | downward. It was in answer to
of making first letters in each lne 14y demand and to appease the peoc-
Irjpe'l'l out the name hut by methodical- | ple that the tariff plank was adopt-
Iy scattering significant  letter® | oq  Qanator Lodge well knows that
[throughout the text. To explain the | ., member of the convention which
lalleged device would cost overmuch adopted the platform would have dar-
lof our space, encugh to say that Mr. | 4 g1 the time to explain the tariff
| Booth duly spells out the name. NOW | niani to mean what he and some oth-
[The New York taking the same | ar Republicans now claim for it. He
|verses and the same clpher respects | n,wg that such a party declaration
every letter rescrved for Francls Ba- | would not have satisfed those of s
con's avrontlc and spells out the acros- | memhers who were demanding tariff
|:1c of Theodore Hoosevell. In the revislon, and to satisfy whom and
[whole First Fella Mr. Hooth finds ) yeey them in the party a declaration
about two hundred of hese hidden | . royviglon was made If it was pur-
signatures, Doubtless any one Asseri- | n )y worded In such & way as to
ing Hooseveltian authorship  of | 144 those of the party demanding
{Bhakespeare could find just as MAany. | yurir revision to belleve It complied

i

n,

{  As u cipher-monger Mr. Booth, lke | wih their demands when It really
| Tgnatius Doennelly and the rest, need | .ony something very different, In
not be luken very seriously These | ract just the opposite, then Senator

Lodge confesses to the practice of a
fraud on a large proportion of the
members of his party,

iunvmpu 1o riddls out Bhakespearian
lauthorshlp resemble the attempts of
viarious other cranks to find sdgnifl-
amhinutions of numbers leatters

{eant ¢ The agitation for tariff rewvision was
lur what not in the Bible—espgcially | gniyrely for w lowering of the duties
in the Hook of Dunlel. But by dint |, . 01ned In the Dingley bill, and
of lusty muck-riking the Colller's | .00 was much of this agitation in
writer, Mr. Wm. Leavitt Stoddard, |, Sengtor's own State and In ref-
may make wome devoul 8hakes-| . .0 1o certain  articles. Benator
pearians just u trifle less devout. Here Lodge surely does not contend that

irs the principal observations which |eyq. agitutors In his own State were
[he submits about Btratford’s lmmor- | 4,00y clamoring for changes in those
tihl son schedules, whether upward or down-

"What ate commonly mccepted as the | ward as would seemn best (o the mem-

tacts of the life of Willlam Shakspere

irote the spelllng of the Btratford man's when they took up

bers of Congress

name! of Sratford are as follows o4 the matter of revising the present
‘He was bogn In 1884 He was marri T

in 1% A child was borm In L3 and tarif. To make such clatm would be
twins in 1586 In 15688 the name of Wil- |to stultify himself and the men of
im Shakapere Is mentioned In a llst i
of munlr:r‘ in the Lord Chsmberiain's |D!s Btate who helpad force the dev
company. In 187 he eolered into & con- |[lamstion for tariff revision on thelr
tract 1o puychibh New Linch. s neme party, The Masanchusetts Benator
appears from 1688 on In varieus legal .

| documents, one of whiah is an applica- [cannot clalm that the tariff revision
| tion ftor a grant of ocomt armor to Hie plank wus put In the platform be-
father. His nume further appears on as- N
sessors’ books and the parish register, [ catire of the demiund of any ‘persons

for a revision upward of the tariff;
that in adopting that plank an effort
was made to satisfy persons who were
demanding an Incorease in the rates of
the Dingley bill

If the stand-patiers undertake In
this way to defeat the pledge of their
party as |L Is understeod by many who

from which we may safely deduce that
he was & taxpayer and a properiy hold-
er About 180-11 he In thought to
retired tc Stratford. Tn 1616 he died

" 'On April B Shakespears was Inter-
red,’ say lwo Ydographers In chorus, ‘in
tke parish church, and honored with »
tomb In the chancel not as a post, but
as Impropristor of tithes His grave was
coversd wifh o flat stone, bearing the In-
seription known to all [“Good friend. for

have

Jusus' wsuke.” elc.]-artless Indeed, but

adapted to the oapacity eof tha sextons | halped to make the platform and by

for whose admonition it was designer the public genermlly they will mdd to
Probably this is as detalled a record of

the funera! as is extant the discontent within the pariy and
“wWilltam Shakspere left no books, no |strangthen the hands of the Demo-

manuseripts, no  correspondence His |

gecond hest bed he willed to his wife cruls to A greater extent than had
His children apparently oould not unTn thelr party simply refused to take any
thelr nwmes. The gleanings of nearly | .., ding the tariff, and in the
three centurles have ascertained no evi- action ragarn K '

dence that a ecourt would admlt other [end, they will do the people a great-
than ftraditlon, and some ane's say-so er service by hastening real tariff re-

concerning the incldenis of his 1fe. his

parsonul friends. or his career Ag un | form

sctor the ghost In 'Hamlel” seems (0 o e

have been his best part (3 his hand i

writing we have notliing but five algna Speaker Cannon knows he is safe

!lllﬂ‘-‘ and iperhaps) the words by me in calling himsell the servant of the

| Can it he that those whn apell it Houre, for It Ix g case where the serv-

|Shakspere” (there are 368 spellings | oy iy the hoss, and nobody knows it

|:r| all, we bhealieve) are unwitting!y | paiter thun he. If the House does
lending ald and comfort to the Ba-| . tnew i1, just let it try to boes Itz

contaln heresy ? But this & a side 18- | oo 0y wnd it will ind it out mighty

| sue Mr Stoddard Inslsts that Ba- quirk

leon, In the opinion of such diverse e _

and veompetent judges as Macaulay If the consumer does not lake the
and Shelley, was by natural gifts a |trouble to lay his side of the guestion
poet as well as a philomopher wnd a | hefore (‘ongress in this tariff contest

‘jn:h»! But how account for Bacon's | he surely cannot expect the producer
concealment of his suthorship? This [ (o do it for him., and thers are no
the writer seeks to do In a fashlon | other Inlerested parties

made fumiliar by fellow-Baconlanes: | —— == )

£ Mr Taft, instead of playing golf had "UA snake *““‘_l‘:n"" In K\“lnk "“"'L "I‘;'

wiitten muaical comedles, he would not | Charleston the other !!l:’ '['I:t‘:‘r:r;‘n:‘un
wish to be known as= thelr anuthor, for we | Was o km;j srmkr n: :' ;' wn:rt v
are u practical people, and would never | Mall How 'l‘-"’__.‘"‘: xn -d'

| miect & musicimn to the office of Presi- | water mocconsin “("olumbia Recor

i dent Buacon could not hiave wttained or & . ere is now enough
malntained the Algnity of the chancallor- W ““'_\e there g.

J.ﬂ.'_:r if he had teen recognized by the | water in Charleston harbor to allow

a writer for the theatrs In a

PRORIE B8 moccaeing to swim around.
tin when actors and dramalists were
1K the lowest socinl orders S|impls
then. becguse 1t would have rulned the It everyvbody were tn pay as they
career of an English public man to ac- ‘

go more people would know whither

knowledge poetical and dramatic prowess
thelr road led and they would recelve

he that Baconn used the common

t may

name of Sliakespenrs Ax a mask An .

actor bearing the same pame was got, | More and heartler God-speesds from
let ux  muppose, to ald the deception | qhelr fellow-travelera

Ingentous Hen Jonwson, st one  time

Bacon's literary assistant without doubt

willingly helped He al least, as we have | ALL'S WHLL THAT ENDS WELL.
seen. lent his name "
Belweenn them Mesars. Booth and

Stoddard produce a very Ingenlous and

Unitxd States Army Men Accept Apol-
ogy From Mr. R. F. Stwokes and All

i» st Peace,

|entertalining argument But H'v--l:v To the Bdltor of The Observer
vincing argument on this side of this We rend Mr. Stokes' letter In this
question we have not yel seen. While m.;rnir;s‘n paper with a sense of

the manly acknowl-

the theory of Bhukespearian author- | gratification at

. C intentional refer-
s open 1o some ohiections, every | edgment of hls un

e hp : thal has be dvan ]'.-mo to the 1'nited States fAax sand
other theory tha a8 heen advanve: |nn1dteru.

l# open lo maAny more. We were slmost sure that Mr

Stokes made his remarks without in-
tentionrlly offering any cffense to his
country's flag and its defenders, but

J The Duke of Norfolk sald 4 paint-

ing for $330.000 and used the mon- | under the circumstances we could not
ey for buying a sixtv-acre park in |gllow such words to pass unnoticed.
BhefMield which he will dedicate to We take pleasure In publicly un-

nouncing eur acceptance of the apol-
ogy Mr. Stokes so freely offers, and
we sincerely trust that anything we
may have sald In our letter of pro-
tes{, will not remain as a reminder
of the article referred to.

J. WETZEL, ]

HOMER W. MASON,

| public use. That was i splendid bene-
I faction. but it cost the very
Illl'll{'. The original rost of the paint-
[ing was Insignificant In comjmrison
with the price the duke secured for {t
| Nevertheless it was a generous thing

donar

|to do: many persons would have re- HOSEAJHHESI'??IO“'ER.

3 31T EARL JOHNSBTON, .
fused to put s0 much money 1r‘1 & Locs]l Recruiting Party
park for the public, even If they EDWARD SPENCER.
auld have done s0o without any real

| sacrifice personally. Would Be Excusabie, at Least
' Hichmond News Leader.
“we don't want to brag,”” says The

l The strike against negro Hremen on

1 - . » -
he ‘George Railond. with poputar | Chloitt, Oerver,, N JeuS 1o
demonatrations. against the negro fire- [the wunniversary of the Charlotte
men at various points, ix much to he | heclaration comes around.
| regretted Ope of the SBouth's just
hoasts in voonection with the so-call- The Nature] Inference.
el race question has heen that the | Anderson, 8 O, Dajly Mall

President Taft has appointed a

negro is given an egqual chance for his
| Hyelihood whicvh he does not enjoy
the North

Democrat to the Federal judgeship In
North Carofinae. Which shows you
what kind of Republicans ther have
in North Carolina.

Masterly Self-Repression.
Danville Register.
It the North Carclina Republicans
develop any great enthusilasm over
Mr. Taft's visit the fact has Dbeen

in

We would llke w know If the Phila-
deiphia woman who has just celebrat-
ed her 106th birthday can remember
the time when thera wous an honest
adminietration of the wffairs of that

pe ia, consequeéntly, no ground for

chy. cardfully concealed.

have the visit of the President to cel-

Courier,

thenticity upon the Mecklenburg Dec-
laration of Independence. Thomas Jef-

ton News and Courler, Insists that tne

a2 hiswric reallty

stick, Grand Old Texas on this beauti-

itatlons to Mecklenburg county, North
Carolina, where the happy people are
celebrating the first Declaration of In-

This is the one day we don't cele-
brate.—Charleston News and Courjer,

Of course, in future Charlotte will

ebrate on the 10th of May. This wisit
Is no myth.—Charleston News and

Great Is Charlotte, N. C., and Elder
Caldwell Is its prophet. Hurrah for
the Mecklenburg Declaration, whether

Now that Taft puts his seal of au-

ferson's opinlon will have to be re-

visel —Washington Post.
Colonel Hemphill, of The Charles-
Mecklenburg Declaration is a myth
Nevertheless It will be celebrated as
long after Colonel
Hemphlll has become a beautiful
memory—Nashville Banner.

As & Slate that formulated a Dec-
laratlon of Independence and made It

ful sunkissed May 20 extends her fellc-

dependence that was ever made on
American soil. —Houston Post.

Whenever the Presidents of the
United States visit Bouthern citles it
speme to be a special part of the pro-
gramme to take them to the lealing
negro school. The latest instance is In
Charlotte where Presldent Taft will
speak at the Mecklenburg celebration
to-day. After that he s to address a
negro school, If they did not know
that we had white schools [p the Bouth
the nction of those In charge of pres-
ldentlsl receptions would lead to the
idea that only the negroes were In-
terested In  education.—Montgomory
Adveltiser,

There will not be ag many of us as
we hoped, but as aforetime,

“"Our band Is small but true and tried,
Our leader frank and bold,

The British soldier trembles,
When Marion's name s told "

We think it & very nlce thing for
"harleston to be represented at the
celebration of the Myth In Charlotte
To all outward appearances it will he
Just as If It was all real, and there ls
not in all the Bouth & finer town than
Charlotte —Charleston News and Cou-
rler.

Providence dld not smile on the
presidential celebratlon of The Myth
With the sception of the torrential
ralne of lnst August, such a downpour
AR there was In Charlotte yesterday
ha® not been sesn {n thils sectlion’in
many years The rain spolled the
celebration so far as the spectacular
part of It was concerned, but It did
not spoll the good humor of the peo-
ple nor dampen thelr enthusiasm Ilo
any respect: and the Taft smile prov- |
ed contaglous even under the lower-|
Ing clouds —'olumbla Hecord,

The Mecklenburg Declaration of in-
dependence |ls a good enough event
for celebration Iin North Carolina, and
on the present occaslon there s not
only a conalderable collection of Gov-
ernors, but the presence of the Pros-
Ident. The evidence, however, that the
action of the Continental Congress In
this city July 4 was anticipated Iin the
North Carolina town Is extremely
wealk. There was undoubtedly n meat-
Ing of Colonial patriots at which the
tyrunt George 111 was properly de-
fied, bhut meetings of that sort occur-
red at the time In many locallties.
There & no detalled contemporanaous
record of the assemblage. and there
is reasonable ground for supposing
that In after years the recollections of
what! occeurred there wera confused
with the knowledge of what occurred

luteér In Philadelphin Phlladelphla
Hecord
The ever-present anJd ever-altrac-

tive sentimentilily of the South fouud
expression at Charlotte yesterday In
Mre. Stonewall Jackson's greeting of
President Taft. Next (o Lae. no nne I8
more enshrined In  the hearts of
Southerners than the sturdy general
who paraded the Virginia Military In-
stitute cadets at the hanging of John
Brown, and later fought so magnifi-
cently from Bull Run until his death
on the field of Chancellursville at the
age of forty., That his widow should,
fust forty-six years later. welrome an
Ohlo Preslident so  gracefully and
warmly as the “great harmoniger of
all our hearts”” Is welcome proof of
the softening passage of the time. Not
more g0, however, than the recent
presentation to the battleship Misals-
sippl of A silver service muarked with
the portralt of Jefferson Davis. But
few have protested, no one haus waved
the "bloady shirt,” as would have bheen
the case had there been such an inot-
dent twenly years ago Where else In
history s there a duplicate of this
spectacie—this honoring of a defent-
ed traltor and a rebel in this semi-
ofMicial, If not oficial. way, after so
short a lapre of time, and this withou
any change In the national bellef that
Jefferson Dmvis’ cause was morally
wrong and the occasion of a fearful
loss to the nation?® Truly, Americans
deserve the title of the moat magnani-
mous of peoples.—New York Evening
Post.

President Taft was in Charlotte. N.
(', yedterday. and participated with the
North Carolinlans in the celebratlon
of the Mecklenburg Declaration of In-
dependence.

Moat of us have heard of the q\lr,-k.
lenburg Declaration of Independence,
but few of us are acquainted with it,
or the conditions under which the
declaration was malde.

It s alleged that the Mecklenburg
Declaration of Independence .mt#-l
dates the formal Declaration of Inde-
pendencs which we cwelebrate annn-f
ally on July 4. by at least & year. and
comprisese A number of resolutions
adopted at & meeting of the citizens
of Meckienburg county, N. C., In May.

1==

N
The Mecklenburg Declaration has
bern a subject of historical contro-

versy from the time Lhat it was Arst
made public, and this controversy has
given birth to .a'literature which
sharply questions the authenticily of
the declaration.

These ure the circumstancéds sur-
rounding the dgclaration: In
spring of 1775, Col. Adam Ale
called upon the people of M
burg county to appoint delegat
convention to Jdevise ways and
to assist their brethren In
The delegates met in Char)
May 19, and after a free and
cussion of the varjous

4 declaration of Independence was

drawn up and adopted.

A2 to the genuineness of the dee-
laration, it appears that on 4April 30,
1818, a copy of the alleged deciaration
was published in The Raleigh Regist-
er, and the Legislature of North Care
olina appointed a special committee
to Investigate the doudt expressed at
the time, of its valdity; and the re-
port so far satisfied the people that
May 20 was made a State holiday.
The historian, Bancroft, accepted the
declaration as an authentie document.
—Roanoke Times.

Beginning Tuesday anJd ending thair
three days’ celebration to-day, Char-
lotte, N, C.. and the County of Meck-
lenburg challenge general attention
in their attempt to give the so-called
Mecklenburg Declaration of Indepand-
ence a definite status as part of Ame-
lcan history. The presence of Presi-
dent Taft to-day at the crowning ex-
ercises of the eelebration lends addl-
tional interest and significance to the
belated honors aceorded to the sign-
ers of the alleged declaration, Cer-
teinly It i an interesting apd notable
fact If, as the Charlotteans and Meck-
lenburgers seem to belleve, a Declara-
tion of Independence was really adopt-
ed In Charlotte, May 19-20, 1775, ante-
dating the declaration at Philadelphia
more than & year. That President
Taft's presence and participation in
the celebration will tend to give the
story of the supposed Jeclaration a
standing In history s also true,

And yet, despite the brilllant gala
events and the three days of parades,
pageants, speeches and song, the old
doubts as to the authenticity of the
famous declaration will not down.
Thomas Jefferson In his letter to John
Adams marshaled many and strong
reasons In support of his opinion that
the declarution was spurious. Many of
his arguments have never been satis-
factorily answersd—probably never
can be. Furthermore, historical evi-
dence recently discovered, goes a great
way In confirming the correctness of
Jefferson's bellef. W, Henry Hoyt, of
the Harvard Law 8chool, two years
ugo. in his book on the Mecklenburg
Declaration, clearly established by the
ald of evidence not avallable to Jeffer-
won of the mythical character of the
facts upon which the bellevers in that
document rest thelr case. Some reso-
luttons were adopted on May 31, 1775,
In Charlotte Ly the commities of safe-
ty. but these, when exumined, fall far

short of the honors claimed for the
leclaration.
But the myth-makers and not ‘he

myth destroyvers have their Innings to-
day. It will be Interesting to note
what President Tarft in hls address to-

day will have to say on thisn mooted
question In American history.—New
York World.

There scems to be abundant evi-
dence going to show that the Meck-
lenburg, (North Carollna,) Declara-
tlon of Independence was adopteld
more than a year ahead of the Phila-
delphla Declaration, which has since
been spelled with a capital letter. The
Mecklenburg ordinance was passed
May 20. 1776, while that of Philadel-
phin was passed July 4. 1776. The
Mecklenburg pronunclamento profess-
ed to speak ondy for the people of a
single county. That county was will-
Ing to throw off the yoke of bondage
and tuke the consgequences. The Phil-
adelphia Declaration professed to
spenk for all of the colonles, Which
was the more herolc?

Not lesa than two  Thistories, and
possibly & greater number, have been
written of the Meckleanburg Declara-
tlon. One of them Is by Dr. W. E.
Fitch, formerly of S8avannah, and Lhe
other Is by Mr. James H. Moore, now
an editorial writer on The Macon Teol-
sgraph, and formerly editor of a
newspaper |n Charleston. Both Dr.
Fiteh and Mr. Moore present quite a
sufficlency of suthentijcated proof to
show heyond the peradventure of a
doubt that the initiative for American
independence was taken at Mecklen-
burg, and that the Philadelphia decla-
ration followed along the trall that
had been already blazed.

There has of late been something of
an effort on the part of certaln publl-
catlons to disparage the !mportance
of the Mecklenburg Declaration, but
we strongly suspect that it has been
undertaken more in a spirit of jest
than In an effort to keep the recordas
streight. Why there should be a de-
sire to joke about a matter of such
historical [nterest we do not pretend
to say or understand. But the facts
with relatlon to the Mecklenburg af-
fair are so clearly set forth, and so
conclusively proven by documents that
it |s not possible to comprehend a ra-
rious attack upon tha authenticity of
It. Rather. it would seam, the critics
had been flippant.

The anniversary of the Macklenburg
Declaration is helng celebrated this
week, and President Taft will be the
principal speaker to-day. It is un-
derstood that he prepared a speech
embodying the historical facts as they
have been authenticated. This speech,
giving hls authoritles, should sat at

rest the newspaper storles of the
“Mecklenburg Myth" — Savannah
News.

Yesterday was celebrated at Char-
lotte. North Carolina, the seat of gov-
ernment of Mecklenburg county. the
138th. or some other, anniversary of
a declaration of independence from
the tyrannical government of George,
King of England.

Belng of peaceful disposition we re-
fraln from either affirming or denying
the historic accuracy of the celebra-
tion, we do but afirm the fact of It
But If forced upon the witness stand
and required, against our will, to tes-
tify In the case of Mecklenburg decla-
ration against the editor-in-chief of
The Charleston News and Courler, we
would be compellied to develop as a
withess for the prosecution. The
charge is libel, and It ls of record that
for days, weeks, months and years,
The News and Courier has insistently,
persistently, vindictively and cruelly
aszalled the Declaration of Independ-
ence which was celebrated yésterday,
as a "Myth.” The printed record will
Riso show that every effort was made
by that newspaper te frighten from
Charlotte the President of the United
States. He was threatened with ridi-
cole and contemnation for contribut-
Iing by his presence to the fastening
upon history of a ludicrous anacron-
l=ppy

We kept out of thelr way, but as
the fateful Twentieth of May ap-
proached., we imagined that the hor-
rors of the crime against truth which
was—according to his belief—about
to be perpetuated mt Chariofte would
cause the Charleston editor to take to
& paddling boat and seek sscape amid
the sand dunes of the barren coast
from the shoutlng and the thunder
of the press reports from Charlotle
Just 88 our sympsthy was silently

:(cuth--hnm

Millinery

This department is experiencing the ;

ERest
The
methods and system employed, conmbine)
bility, beauty and style, is the secret of

nal increase. Every new idea in hats |,

bugg
of any season since its existence. :

l?n- 1
Wity 4
1118 pheng
I acresag
is found in this centre of correctness.

Coat Suits

This ever popular section has been crowded ang
to its utmost since the opening of the season and
reduced prices of last week, and the still deeper
ting on certain lots this week, means to the lady
Charlotte and neighboring towns an uuprecede

saving.

Third Floor

Trade Street

Here you find a most complete ready-to-wear se
All the newest in Lingerie, Batiste, Lawn, Linen
Silk Waists, trimmed in every new style.

Muslin Underwear in every conceivable style, pile
in mountains of whiteness for Monday s sclling
a full line of Princess Slips.

And a little motherly talk about the Children’s Re
Made Dresses: You get them here neatly and s
ly trimmed, and perfect fitting, and when you con
cost of material and work and worry, it's cheaj
buy them made than to make them.

Wash Skirts are on this floor, White and (uolore
qualities and a great selection.

Also Ladies’ Gauze Vests, extra values
......10, 15, 25 and

Complete line Ladies’ perfect fitting Union Suits
..........BOc and$100

Baby Caps, Nurses™ Aprons

R I S R T

Rompers,

Children's

Miscellaneous Spect

.9, 12,15 ana
~....10, 15 and
.. .48c. to $1.B

Extra values in Towels Monday at ..
Shell Hair Ornaments. .........-
Extra quality Table Damask. ...
35¢. quality All-Linen Buitings
Extra values in fine Laces at. .. '
Another shipment Solid Colored Plaid oil

ps
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