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The gentle and comely alligator is
Ah Interesting creature wwhen ap-
proached In the proper spirit. Who
was It—ome of our early historians, 1
think—that ociassified the alligator as
an Insect”
te our prosent-dayv clas
the bemuty of Lis expressive
nance ' the same, [nsac!

Inr North Carolina this
found In the lowlands of the sastern
part of the State, mostly from Neusa
river, south 1 hare recently learned,
frem two separile Fources
occur sparing!y !n Tyrrell ¢county and
thia ls, 80 far as [ can
most norther|y of
Aleng Neuse river
above Newbern
fairly ocommon
stremams and ponds, more particularly
on tha south side of th its
fower reaches They
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was followed by a great commotion | diving, but the idea did neot seem o

down
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‘Bntor went
‘t was then

in the water as the
This meant a kit and
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surer of a killilng shot should he ra-
ppenr
sigus of agitation mhere he
| able point—showed as he rolled over
He had evidentlv got |t
hard and | expected ¢ v 12inute
that he would aink for good—and be
[Imt Rut 1 kept! gatting nearer,
that danger continuped 1o
Bometimes the tall only would
sometimes & fool, sometimes i
of hlka noss, Onuce the hesd
¢ lear
ko quickiv that the snup st
forth, while fuirly acecyrate
futal Agaln a period of
|mea him end now you
hunter all the time wa
and closer Finally, the
'up Cimar « Whter
exposed
| nocerasaIry but, this
woft-point bullet
mors eddies-—and wan si]l!
I had then, and have still, a
dcr against dsad ‘gators Lhat
not b gnod and dsad Bo | walted
poOme Len fifeen minutes for some-
Ithing to occ but there was noth-
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oceur to his slow-moving brain. For
the third time the rifle let go s load
and water again flew far beyond. All
gnod line shots, however, and a very
difference In the elavation of
sights would account for the
Shot No. ¢ went home \With-
out & movement, or even a quiver, the
lay dead upon the surface
Pk up your paddie and drive her
down gulck, befors he sinks,  vame
the stern the boat and wa
her alongslde Only a part of
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For fear of a posslbl-
and an alligator can do
his tall—he was pushed
the bout and the lin»
He sank at once. and but
approich and attach-
I hiave bean loa:
menxired ejght
and was a clean well
bulit “‘gator, rather slender than
bty The work of the fatal
wns noticeable 1t had penetrated the
back of tha cranium, had
expanded ps it struck the bone and
had apened uyp the whole top of the
skull as if with a charge of dvnamite
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The Home of the Alligator.
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When an alligator
cnly parts of his anatoms
above water are, usualls
the tlp of hia noaa The
vulnerable spnt, belng
forward of the very sma
less the hunter 18 well
qQuarry the ordinary soft
s a very uncoriadn missio for tha de.
Yrery of a fainl shot at & swimming
alligator With " moder
velocity rifle however
soft-noss hullet, the smashing
fs 8o great that a much larger area
of the bopes nf the skull Is fractured
and, in conrequence g ehot delivered
low down betwern the aves from dl
rectly In fronl or hehind, A HUAE-
tering shot frcem In fromt, Is mope
than likaly to mmarh the thick hanes
eurrounding e draln, and prosve In-
stantly fata! Put the mark In
amall and the rifle must e held
halr to nplace the ball where
should go

Detatle of ae or two k!lls on gwim-
ning ‘gators will glve the 1
much better !dea af how It dnna
1han mere genarillzing The write=
mas wading out In a shallew hady of
water freguented by the animals and
one Was een BEWimming rathar
Poatirg, some sevent- fra varde anav.

fa not excepted

the

pleasure

past few sumniers

heenn the privile and

writer to hiscome morea or less

wred it the wulll

hanunts

FLARE M w

In the re

the

native
and in
the State. Wi
for the
Rurn
Iy

fiy

ferred
ner of
MXximuIm bis
ol e hut
difficn
hiae colls

tinns

T 1o pie

tedd g num

Have bhean use

m Hriany
‘Ral

g rols 1 there,

wnn
gather-

wlr the

him

the =1

My sfe

= swimmIing the

=xhi
em anil
the
|

that A
hiz ¢
rve s
® Hn
I"n
hils

1t

e aboy
iratn
ahnve

tend h

High

rlion "

VBT

.
b

Vv
b !
it

reader

s

wer |

Hke the jub

Ing doing. New, 1 didn't
u Jittle bit. but that ‘gutor |
| have, g0 | started feeling for that soj-
dead wlligator with my feel
waa over my belt and had
he proved tno be mlive he conid have
[taokled me Jow and hard, with bt
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really Aead and | got one
nnder his tall, hoisted that
irfaca, and lowad him ashore
He meaasured exactly feet and
was A good, stout, powsrfil ‘gator
Twio men wersa hanting from & boat
Moth used paddles until ana  "Was
sighied awimming The haowrmnn
then lald asids hie paddle tnok
up hin rifis Quiatly and
1) twoat moved forward untl)
turned and wtarted o
This wnam A nrge
the water was goite deap,. and
precautions had te ba taken to securs
the animal—n casm of a Kill—heforas
lte could mink. Tha gununer made
slip-nnoas in Hne and laid ndv
tn The hoat w now im
palled mare qukekl thonugh sllently
hefors wnd the |saspned
rereaptihis T WwWhis
pered the man an he
censed] paddling rifle apake and
n
virda liewve
ahort
thing that soundded
weant to work agalr This
t rought the bowt up tn within
forty vards hefore stopping his paddle
and glving the mord The ‘gatoar was
swimming atrongis nnw and
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it was & soft-point Mauser of seven
| millimetres diameter and & hundred
and seventy-three grains weight, fired
with a veloeity of twenty-twno hun-
Ared and sixty feet par aecond

While skinning thia ‘gator, at the
foot of the dam, a llitle feliow of
#bout four und a half feet wum seen
flouting about saventy-five yvards
awa), and his skin mma needed for A
purposs The first shot
over, the second struck right
the pve and completely cut
whuale front of the heald
throwing cut-off part Into the|
alr and killlng him Instanty. 3
ploking him up the only part of the
head left attached to the body was
the lower jaw and the baae of the
Bkuli

In early spring
#ufficlantly warm
active alligators may
thelr holes In =ultanle
| When an ocoupied burrow s found
one mav often bhe worried Into shut-
ting down on the pole un flercely and
persistenaly that ha may bha dragged |
nut of the hole still hanging on. Thias |
Wik ths onbs whose skull I/
wanted for exhibition Not wishing |
to Infure the akull by shooting|
through the brain—about the nn]_v|
Instantly fural spot-—he was fastened
by ene farefoot and the bullet put
through whers his heart should have
heon He lny 20 quist that [ etepped |
up and put ane foot an hia body—as |
the big waume Thunters ara  usgpally
photographed wmeith  thelr quarry
Quitk as n flagsh hin head s:\'-:ntll
|nround, =ithh mouth agape, and his
wa Jurt grazesd my leg He got his
auletus safter that, all right ‘ine of
(tha hovs stunding by sald that It was|
wickedest looking mouth he had |
Aren It mwung around |
A medium-sizad fellow was
hale ahd had heen hiting at the stic';
This atick wis aboutl nine fest Inne
and the had Its full langth
In the burrnw his arm up to the
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His treth were er
and une penetrated the knuckle
4t the base of the middle fnger
was excesslvely painful for a few mir
utes. s0 murh A8 10 Cuuse NAUSC4
for a time But, after that 1
gator had to be collected and
skin and aku!l are now In pos
Blon the man who was hitten. the
skull being on my deak &l the present
tilme
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| have erxamined the st
fents of & number and what
Inside Is guite interesting.
rhave mentioned that was killed
the bout, contained nothing whais
In the wav of wnlmal matter
double handful of round peblies
about the same amount of pleces
ol was all his digemive .
10 wark on Annther killed oo
pond contalned the remainae of
voung heron, some craw flsh
meante of one or more mud
some pleces of wood and a June b
In 'wo casas 1 have found
of mhotgun shells, one
Eange wnd one of twelve., One
ined a numhber of places of bru
one pisce megsuring seavera! in¢
Several contained anakes
Small chunks of wood, vegetahle mat
ter and mud are common My
apinlnn that thess foramgn suh
stances are taken in accidentally The
‘gator sess a4 crawflah, or turtle, or

aone
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|lt,nkn crawling through the mud and
..mnkﬂn A rush for it
With

with mouth open
the anima] fond there goes In
alen any foreign substance in the way
nf the apen mouth The anima)l mat
ter digepta the rest accumulalsse
Hence the generally aocepted m
that alligntors swrllow grinds
hrickn Hehtmnnd knnots, ete
hallast  They don't

Ever hear a '‘gntor bellow? 1t
minds ane of a bull with a tHl
him and tha asund carries
long wav on a still summer evening,
1t Impressive

I have npnever found a nest wi
was ncrupled, bhut have mean
nld one< after the surrounding
tation had died dawn. Those
Acen mav have beesn some six Test
bv two or three high
famale layva her eggs In this mass of
decaving vegetatlon. covers Yhem un
and leaves them to be hatched by 1h
heat nf the sun and that engendared
by the decav of the vegetahle matte-
comprising the nest The young «
Eome eight or tan inches long
hatohed and are staple article
in Flarida

Of course, alllgutors hibernate Aur
Ing the winter and do not appear ar
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The Hunter and the Hunted.

swimming along shore He saw
' hundrad vards
npérated A

waler

when a
nNwWay, look
a submarlr
(herween him and
pecting cormorant When ten
dozaen varde from the ird his
momentarily eshowed:; e sank again
and the next thing he knew his jJaws
came up with the danmed hird he.
vwrenn He tonk no brickhats with
:llin meal Lthat tir
Ona day while 11
rniess of fiah for
the

I had left ma
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line, nnd

watched the
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ramera lnmead Wt
kKla mt the lunding | saw something
in the water swimming In 1t
turned out lo bhe gatar, us 1 eosti-
muted about seven fest lnng Ha
came In within about thirty yards «f
iny position, ta the nnuth of the
small bay at the head of which was
the landing Thought 1. “T'll taka
peture, old man, If vou'll onlv
lonk pleasant long ennugh aAnd ars
not afMicted with stage fright' Ba
I got my camera ready and wadesd
Il et slowly, oh slowly kapt

&\Tn'r"ﬂhl "
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fixing up myw
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It paltering the focus as 1 waded; AftY |choked with

thirty—when
he sank slowly, facing my way. The
wWater wais pealy brown and any
jswimming object would have been In-
visible half a foot below the surface
I was up to my walst—and 1 did not
| know what Lhat 'gator was thinking
|about as he went down. 1 didn't llke
the mensation much 1 had on hunt-
ing knife and hatchet and drew the
termer, holding b in my testh, aa
toth hands wersa needed for the
raméra. Then 1T waded out a little
farthar, when he aguln appeared not
it twenty feet awav Blowly
I shifted the forus, found his lovely
visage in the finder. and pressed tha
| bulb At the ¢lick of the shutter he
Iwment dpwn hut came up agein moon
B few feet farther out I snapped
him again, vhen he |eft The ple-
ttires wore sharp enough, but the de.
tall toon amall for them to be of any
uae

I haven't found out vet what that
‘eator was thinking about whan | got
out mv knlfe the possibility that
'"he was consldering the question of
I tasting my lrg. a

| fret, forly, thiriy-five,
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The Finishing Touch.
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tivaly until ths water begins to get
warm in the gpring., usually, our
climats, about the middie or latter
part of May Where herons and cor-
moranis naat (thalr breeding place
nver the muater) the al
Hgators lonf around the rookeries un
the Inokout for young birds that hava
fallen from the nests while
wading our into a small bay |
hidden hy the surrounding
and trees overhanging the
nearly full-grown cormor
ant swimming. ‘The nest *n which

belonged was In A small bushy cypresa
a few yards from shore, of tha
lower limbe of which hung down into
The cormorant swam
ta one of thass hanging bhranches and,

nce
and wel

bushes
wnter,

SO e

graaping the twigs with both bill and |

started to climb back 10 the
et [ watched It with much inter
agt as t} weas the first timea | hail
aeen a cormorant use s hill in climb-
ing A tree As M gnt rafely up
among ths hranches mv gaze dropped
to the water again and there, right at
the apot from which the bird
startad its climb, 1ay the bhroad, rough
head of a 'gatnr thal mtst have meas-
ured feet at least He was
not & doren vards amuvy—and 1 wan!
for A specimen. My rifle was
hollow my ieft arm
and cautiously as 1 could 1T

work that gun around Inta
posifinn, “NARY na:
thought that 'gsator, and has
az he had me, withnut
APDATeNt ruMing the
He was badly disappointed.-—
and g0 was |

What has
ahaut these ‘gators
patience and inscrutabllity
they think ahont™ And why do the
think * Patience! Why, Jah was
8 nervous wreck compared with an
alllgator waiting for something to eat
to turn up If he don't get a mesi
to-day he may to-moarrow. 1f not to-
morrow,. then the next day: or next
week or the week nfter, at least T
Never &AW onf In & husry (excep!
when chased) hut once. He was after
A young cormorant that ™Aas
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SILVIAGRAY'STEMPTATION

BY MARIE CHESTER.

| The dpor of the
wie surrounded children
|ngel and sizex from the it
dling girl of twa, 1o the strap
1en In apite of the fact that
| were often cold and hungry,
| werm & happy lot and thelr
rang out in shrill laughter they
|ran In and eut In their plas T
gpring sunshine touched thelr
ald ba!r though the marrow
called a street, and a poorn raw
ny plant which Mrs. Riley had
d to keap alive through the
il Pl out a4 tiny hit of la
Riley had placed \t on the wi J
a0 that W might get the bene if the
|l'r-'1rrr‘!\ ribbon of sunlight. which just
At noon shone down into the sireet
Some distance down the strest,
hand organ was grinding out 4 hack-
neved and famiilar tune and soon the
| whole *“‘push.” use the language
f the tenements, started down the
sireet to dance to the music
Mre. Gray wat In her dingy roaom nn
the toap floor busily sawing. She
& delicate, rather refined lnoking wn-
man dressed in shabby hlack and had
evidently seen bhetter days. 1 K
~d out over the roofs of the trnements
v which she was surrounded and
slghed

shrill

shabby tenament

of

of

they
they

He

s}
der
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nter
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f

il

to
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valces of the children
street below. swghed agaln.

As ghe arose perform
housshold duty, ehe heard tha aannil
f feet awsy down stalrs. The Rtoaps
| ETew slower as they reached her d
(2nd then the door opened and a «
of & girl, littie more than a child
tered

“Oh, Silvia
Kape you did

In

fn

1in
oy
did vou get H® 1 do
“Mama I am so tired
[ can hardly talk. and these stairs
have fairly taken my breath—just a
minute please '

Mrs Grav got a glase of water and
gave it ta the child, which somewhsat
revived her

ens |

then hearing the sound of thal

BOMA |

- | were

ot It and will start
morning At ]
Eel 34.00 a week,

I ‘Yew, mama, | g
|1r1 wark to-morrow
| o7l ke, am 1o
fwill hiave ta run on errands and deltv-
and oh, mama'
« I am to gn to'the shopa tn buy
ribhon and mateh ellke T hope 1t avill
‘Ihe maon, for yvoi know that one time
| e went Into h shop what beaut|ful
things we saw | shall never forget
them ™
Mra. Gray t aver and kissed the
child and sald I wish you did
not have to go to work but could stay
tn schonl as you wish, but my child
when 1 have paid the rent [ shall have
very lttle left and the walsts T have
worked so hard to finlah will bring
!lw: a plttance ™
Mr. and Mrs Gray, like many other
foolish and shortsighted people, ha.l
been attracted to New York a few
| vears hefore They had owned =
:a.'nnl! house In & country town Iin Con-
nectileut and lived very comfartably.
But in an evi] 'dav, they had been
perauaded to sell thelr home and
move New York Nothing but il
{luck had followed them, Mr. Gray
[ fell 11 and dled and the money
Awindled and dwindled and here they
were living in a missrable tenement
amid a horde of dirty and undesirable
people, and paying a sum for their
wretched two rooms  which would
have provided them with an entird
, house In the country and there would
have bean a small porch and a green
vine running along the railing, and
| ef munshine t} would have been
plenty
| Their
ar Mrs
| to keep

er parcels,

e
It

men

Ushivia
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rooms were neat and c¢lean
Gray worked early and late
them so. The other dwellers
In the tenement recogmizsed that they
different and in some respects
above them, and conseguemtly hated
them,

| The next morning Silvia was up
| Jright and early in anticipation of
beginning her work as an errand girl
| for the dressmaking establishment of
Madam Dubois. She kissed her mother
E0od bye and ran down the stairs to
the street. As usual the door was
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