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From Eastera North-Carelina.

The public mind has been excited for several days
past by the knowledge that important military
movements were on foot in the direction of Newbern,
but up to the time of writing this we are without
deBnite infawmativy 8> W tho resUlt. It ts kauwu
that a large force of veteran troops, commanded by
an sble and experienced officer, were moving to-
wards Newbern, and that on Monday morning last
a skirmish took place at Batchelor's creek, seven
miles this side of Newbern, in which Col. H. M.
Shaw, of the 8th N. C. troops, was killed. 1Itis re-
ported that s portion of our. forces are on the south
side of the Trent below Newbern ; that the Railroad
has been torn up, thus cutting off communication
between Morehead and Newbern ; that our forces
were within two miles of Newbern on Tuesdsy
morning, andhad surprised and captured a .Yanhe
regiment. It 18 also reported that heavy firing was
heard on Wednesday morning in the direction of
Newhern, by inhabitants below Goldsborgugh.

We have no doubt from what we have learned
that the expedition was well planned, and we feel
gure that if the enemy's works at Newbern should
be sttacked they will be carried The possession
of Nowbern, and the permanent occupation of that
region of the State by our forces would result mogt
beneficially.to our people and to the Confederate
cauge. We trust the expedition has been in every
respect successful. . If we should hear more before
going to press we will lay it before our readers.

PosracripT.— We learn that a dispatch was received
"by Gov. Vanee oo Thursday morning, from Golds-
borough, stating that Newbern womld not be attack-
od by our forces on account of the strength of the
fortifications of that place.

An official diaspafch from Gen. Pickett, who com-
manded the expedition, to Gen. Cooper, at Rich-
mond, states that he bad made a reconnoisance with-
in & mile and a half of Newbern, with Hoke's brigade
and part of Corse’s and Clingman’s, snd some artil-
lery. He met the enemy in force pt Batchelor’s Creek,
and killed and wounded about ong hyadred, and cap.

tured thirteen officers, two hundred'aui eighty pri-
wates, fourtesn negroes, tworifled pieces and caissons,
three hundred stand of small arms, four ambuiances,
three wagous, fifiy-five animals, a quantity of cioth-
ing, the camp and garrison equipage, and two flags.
Commander Wood captured and destroyed the Uni-
ted States gunboat Underwriler.

Our loss is thirty-five killed and wounded.

The resolutions adopted by the Conservative
meeting held in Greensborough, which we publish
today, have the ring of the true metal. They
breathe the loftiest and most determined devotion
to the great principles of Constitutional liberty, and
are every way.worthy of the noble assemblage of
patriots who adopted them.

Tas Coxreperate —Colf Duncan K. McRae has
assumed the chief Editoris] mansgement of the
political department of the Confederats, & new De-
structive journsl in this City which succeeds the
State Journal, now defunck. Col. McRae is a bril-
liait and ready writcr, and bas had much experi-
ence a8 & public man.  He says in his Salutatory,
that ** the public mind is weary of individual strife,
and a better taste appeals for s higher order of
mental nourishment. Frankly -acknowledging all
his deficiencies, and truthfully sssaring the frater-
nity of his motives and intentions, he asks their
right hand of fellowship, and claims a generogs for-
bearance of his short comings, and a sympathy in
his efforts, so far as they may be proper and well-
directed.” -

We reciprocate this feeling on the part of Col.
McRase, and trust (hat nothing may occur to dis-
turb it '

Of course we are all duly grateful to Col. McRae
for asruming the Editorship of “ an organ fm‘th_fu.lly
reflecting the loyal sentiment of the State, deemed

olina.” S

We published in ourlast the substance of the mil-
itary bill recently passed by the Senate, placing in
service all white male residents of the Confederate
States between the ages of eighteen and fifty-five. —
The House, it seems, is considering s different bill
in secret session. Nothing has been perfected on
this subject, so far as we know.

The Confederate, noticing the ridiculoos stories
published in Boston and elsewhers, to the efiect
that this State is about to secede from the Confed-
eracy, and the public meetings held in this State,
says that Gov. Vance, who is falsely reported as
belpg in favor of a retunir to the Union, “is mis
represented because meetings Ziz kim to them
by their laudstory resolutiona.” We feel sure there
is no purpose on the part of the meelings, referred

The Confederate, with the OBserver and other
Destructive journals, is assiduously engaged in an ef-
ort to show that the Slandard i untrus to the
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it . Some Plain Tatk, ' =/
yThe Editar of this peper is still; and has besn for
3w years, an object of the bitierest and moat un-
Jjust political persecation ; snd not only this, bat'he
is socially assailed, and s 'constautly threstened
with persobal violence.  Whyds this? . What have
we done? | ¢t ;

1,2We were s Union maw up to Lincoln's proclama-
tion. We have since been a war man, and we are
now in favor of fighting and negotiating at the
same time for peace, Al the beginning of the war,
. when valynteer sompanies were being equipped by
‘private subscriptions,; we eontributed fo this object
as freely and as much in proportion to our means as
any citizen of the State. Our only regret is,_that
we wers nafable'to give more.  We bave uniform-
ily submitted to the laws, advised othe:s to submit
to them, paid our taxes, and labored to ensure the
independence of the Conlederate States. We have
never refused to aid a soldier when he appeared to
nead it, or :to aid the soldiers’ families when
called upon to do so. We Lave cheerfully part-
ed with our property for government ase, at & low
price, when others in this community who pretend
to be war men gave up their properly reluctantly,
orretained it by making special appeals to the de-

"ceived Confederate money in payment of old as well
8 new debts, while many Destructives have refased
it on old debts, and even for ~gmin and meat for
goldiers’ families. We have never entertained a
thought, nor bresthed a word, mer printed a line
with the yiew or intention of injuring the Southern
cause. Wherefore, then, this persecution —these
threats? We will tell you, reader. We have ur-
ged the people to maintain their liberties while
they were contending against the common fos.—
We have insisted on & strict construction of the
Constitution, and on the perpetusl, unremitting
Horee of the civil Jaw. We have exposed corrup-
tion in high“places, snd demanded reform, not for
factions purposes, bat for the good of lhe cause.—
We have contended for the rights of the States, and
registed the tendency to establish a military de=po-
tism. We have taken the part of the private sol-
dier when he bhas been unjustly treated and impd-
sed upun; and we have called time and agsin on
those who promised the volunteers that thay would
provide for their familiss intheirabsence, to redeem
their pledge. We have msisted on the right of the
private soldiers to have the companies and regi-
ments$ re-organized when they shull be again con-
scripted in-the spring, with the privilege of electing
their own officers.  We have published complaints
from citizens whose rights have been disregarded
by the military, and have insisted that property
shall not be taken or destroyed by order of com-
manding officers, without just compensation. We
have protested against the arrest of our citizens
without dn'! warrant, and have insisted that every
one thus arrestedand thrown into a military prison,
is entitled to & speedy trial—to be released if no
sufficient grounds exist for holding him, or to be
tarned over, if sufficient grounds exist, to be tried
by a jury of his country. We have advocated every
measure which was ealculated to re
efficient ; we have rejoiced when v
ed our arms, and we have mous
hag fallen on our banners. But we
tive—we believe in the right of the pe
erg themselves—we have favored such steps as
promised to lead to an honorable peace—we have
insisted that the onfederate States should not fight
on blindly to the verge of ruin for States that sre
against us, as for example, Maryland, Missoury, and
Kentucky, but that the olive branch should be car-
ried in one hand and the sword in the other; and
we have favared a Convention of our people, not
for factious or selfish purposes—not to destroy or
even embarrass the common government, but to
aid it in its efforts to obtsin a just and honorable
peace.  *“Our offence hath this extent—no more.”
Still we are called & traitor, and cvery effort is made
by our epemies to prejudice the people against us,
aod to destroy us socially, politically, and person~
ally. Our faalt is that the people are with us, and
thet we are true to beth soldiers and people. If
this be our fault, then are we proud of it: and we
tell our assailants, whether they be Destructives or
professed Conservatives, that if they are agninst tha
people of this State—if they arc disposed to thwart
I.hg will of the people, or stifle it, or if they consent
to any measures that may be resorted to, to stifls
that will, or to interfere with its free ard full ex-
prassion, then we are against them. If we are false
to the Confederate government, then it has but few
friends in this State, for & vast majority of our peo-
ple agree with us.. Bat we are nof false, Fhe real |
traitors are those who sided in bringing on the war,
but who refuse to ﬂxbt in it, and who are at home
growing rich out of it, while their neighbors and
neighbers’ children, who were opposed to the action |
which produced thie war, are baring their breasts to
the_ storm of battle. These are the traitors, fellow-
citizens—traitors to their own pledged word, trait- |
ors to their neighbors, their comntry, and theis
God ; and thesp are the men who are themselves
engaged, or engaged as the instrusients of othc'q
in assailing, villifywng, a0d threatening us.

We now say to aur friends, once for all, thas wy
are calm and &rm, and intend to do our daty at al !
hazards. ‘We shall not swerve, under any circum
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~ W shall not fllow Bhe exampla df the Fayolte-

alitiea, We reminded 1t of ita labge profits' from
- Bournes oulside the 'Olserser . establishmernt, - fom
which it wus obvious the 'paper wis stustained, ss
/it ‘osnld not “besugtained: at, the priess charged
for subscriptiond; but, wa did. this selely 'in
self-defence, as the Obssrves had ' charged us -with
We' obtained ‘1o information  in regard to the
] e fuotqry in which the Editors are interested,
from an “ill-informed .or unrworthy ‘seaves.” " I is
genersily known that they are interested bbth in
thé"Kerosene and cotton business. Their statemgnt, |
. that they are pof realizine Jegv prvitse. Ad LiiY

sourtes, but invealed. their momey ftom - patriotio
motivea; may pass for what it is worth- 'For gur
part we do not believe it. “We répest the fact, as
a printer, that the Observer is losing money. at its
present rates of subscription, that is, if it psys the
market price for the paper it uses, and paysits em-
ployees the wages they have a right to expect ; and
we believe the Editors fear to advance their terms,
lest they should lose subscribers, end hence they rely
upon other sources of income to sustsin their paper.
We did not wish to make this statement, but the
Observer forced it from us by its discourteous -and
unfounded statement, made withouts the slightest
provocation from us, that we were charging “ex-
tortionate prices " for the Standard

The Cbserver bossts that its. circalation is in
creasing with great rapidity. We do pot believe
it. The Conservatives, we know, are dropping it
by hundreds, for we are so informed by letters
from =il parts of the State; aad nearly all its new
subscribers are Confederate office-holders, or ob-
tzined in clubs in Destructive neighborhoods by
earnest appeals made by Destructive Jeaders. And
unless the Observer changes its eourse, renonnces
its errors, returns to the path of Conservatiam, and
co-operates in good faith with the Standard, it will
sopn find itself in the condition of the Rsgister and
State Journal when they were on their last legs;
and if'it should live qn thus in * the lean and slip-
per’d pantaloon,” it will bave to depend entirely
for its nourishment on its Kerosene and cotton
factory profits,

But these are small matters, and we dismiss them.
We have referred to them only in self-defence, but
we shall not again be diverted from the discussion
of grave matters by the presentation by the Obser-
ver of those small issues and unprofitable peraonali-
ties in which that paper.appears to take 80 much
plessure.

The Observer says we have “ confessed that we
used to abuse Gov. Grabam, Mr. Badger, Gov. Vance,
Mr, Gilmer, and others, as untrue to the South.”—
This is not trae. - The Observer bas no aathority to
use the names of these gentlemen in this way. Iis
allusion to Mr, Badger, when we consider the con-
dition of that venerable and illustricus wen,.and, |
the relation which the Editors bear towards him,
is in the last degree improper sod indelicate. Mr.
Badger is now so stricken with disease as to be un-
able to answer for himselfl That glorious intellect
# which once charmed and convinced, and shed light,
! on every subject which it touched, is now obscured ;
but his principles are the same, and his heart is 8y
geoerous and unselfish as it ever was. It was our
fortune to be associated with him on the ticket in
this County for,s seat in the State Couvention, in
Febroary and May, 1861 ; and during the February
catupaign, one of our opponenis indulged in the
same strain of remark in reply to a speech of Mr.

}

| was 1pade to the former course of the Standard to-
| wards Mr, Badger, with the -view of exciting bim
| agamst us, and of making capital for the disunion-
| ists; but he met 4his reference before the people
with silence and cold contempt, while he observed
| to us privately that we had doubtless in time past
dona each other injustice—that we were now friends,
“and that he would not gratify our enemies, as he
hojed we would o, by taking any notice. of such
attacks, which conjained no argument, but were.in-
tended to revive anworthy prejndices that ought
to bg forgotten. It is unnecessary to may that we
agreed with him heartily in this view, and regarded
his course on the occasion as additional evidence of
Ahis largeness of heart and magnanimity of disposi-
tion. And when in May, 1861, we .were again
«jlected to the Convention, after & most bitter gam-
paign in which the efforis of the disunionists were
directed mainly against us, he declared to the peo-
ple, in his speech returning thanks for the support,
he had received, that such was the interest he felt

was to be defeated he would bave preferred our
election to his own. S0 much for the. Observer’s
allugion to Mr. Tiadger. We shall alwaya cherish
the kindest feelings and .the deepest -respect for

duce ue to think or speak unkindly of him, er of
hisreal friends. To the Obsercer we say, “ cease,
viper, you bite a file.” :

Tee Cureexcy Biun.—The Ezaminer says * it
was expected that the eurrency -bill would be com-
pleted snd passed by the Senats in the secret ses-.
sion of yesterday. . We learn that the bill-whigh
was sent up.from the House, has been modified by

is o prospect of the House-agresing to it, and that

b ._

ville Obsercer in ils self-praise and coacss.persen- |
| ders to-day the remarkaof the Hon. Edwin G. Reade,”

L

" Janusry, on the accasion.of presenting resolutions
.of thanks to'a portion of the Nerth-Carolioa troops

/ Mr. Reade does not see the danger in a Convention
!which, other public men, who might be named,

Badlger, which the Observer hasadopted. Reference |

in our sucosss a8 & candidate, that if either of us-

that great and good masn. Nothing can ever in- °

the Senate in such important particulars that there

: - . L -
DAY, FEBRUARY 10, 1864,
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Mr. mg Remarks.
We take great plessure in laying befre oar rea-

itéred in Lhe Confederate Senaie on the 30th of

for their patriotism, as evinced by volunteering for
the remainder of the war. .

‘ Theoennqu Was very appropriats for thess.re-
marks.. We.are glad Mr. Reade sabmitted. them,

wnd we &re more than plsased with' their tempérand | on the 5th day of January, 1864, iuplt?umul!i“ !

truthfilness. - He tells: the Senats and thecountry | Of ETin and provisions, either by their own manual

-4mt the charga that North. Carolina is untrue tothe h.bornrrl‘;:esupetmtgnd:ug the labor of athers: Pro-
vided, exemption berein contemplated is grant-

E:Emh government, is unfounded ; and he goes
andpapmthat tha arasneition

vention inthis State 15 best understood by {a d: .
vocates, who declare that it does not mean mischief;
and that whether Narth. ina *ghall gall % Con-
vention or - not, or win!erar. else she may da] will
be 80 marked with propriety that others in time to
come, asin tizie past, will evince their high sppre-
ciation of it by claiming that she was mot the frst
to do it, but that they were.” In other words, Mr.
Reade claima for bis State the right to take such
action a8 her own people may consider best for
themselves and the country; and be bas 50 much
confidence in the iotelligence and integrity of the
people whom he in part represents, that he feels
sure that any action that may be resclved apon by
them will be both proper and patriotic, and marked
by a due regard for the rights and feelings of otbers,

thiok they see; Mr. Reade is not afraid to trast the
people in Conventign ; Mr. Reade has no sympathy
with those who denoance the friends of a Conven.
tion as plotters of treason and enemies to the com-
mon government ; Mr. Reade can pergsiveno ‘‘new
Hartford Convention” in & movement which pro-
poaes that the people shall consult together in their
sovereign capacity a8 to the best means of shielding
their vilal interests and obtaining an honorable
peaoce.

We call attention to the following significant
statement by Mr. Reade: “Senators have doubt-
less beard, as T bave, that it has beea gravely con-
sidered whether force ought not to be employed to
overawe arid silence her people.” Itis true, then,
that it "hes been ‘‘gravely considered” whether
North-Carolina ought not tobe coerced! Mr, Reade
very properly omitted to characterize the fact, or .
to make any-threat. But he reminded the Senate
that North-Carolina had held two Osaventions—
one at Charlotte Town, in 1T74, and one at Raleigh,
in 1861, and both those Conventions were unanim-
ous in their views and purposes; and the inference |
to be drawn was, that though no State was more
devoted to the Confederate government than North-
Carolina, and pong wouid go farther eor submit to |
greater sacrifices to keep faith, yet there was no
_power that could overawe or silence her people,

whed they GOSe (0 eXpress their apinions, whetber

in Convention or otherwise. We trust, however,
that the idea, even if * gravely " entertained; of re-
sorting to force against our people in any event,
will be at once and forever discarded; and that the
States snd the commmon government will continue
to move forward harmoniousiy in their respective
spheres. And the speech of Mr. Reade, as we trust
and believe, will contribute in no small degree to
this most desirable result.

Revenue.
Ax Acr To AMEND aX, Acr extmiEp “ Revexox”
RATIFIED TOE 11TH DAY or Janvamy, 1863,

Sxcrion 1. Be it enacted by the General Assem-
bly of ihe State of North Carolina, and it is Aere-
by emactsd by the autherily of the sarms, That the
16th. paragraph, under schedule A, section 70, of
said act, be amended 50 that said paragraph shall
read as follows: On every dolisr of mett profit or
dividend declared, received or lclua. ::;ingthg year
preceding the 1st day of April in , upon
money oE capital invested in muﬁ@umm
or woolen goods, leather, or other articles made of
leather, iron and tobacco; alsoon every dollar ot
profit made by the purchase and sale of corn, floar,
bacon and other provisions, salt, eoiton, tobaeco,
leather, and naval stores; =iso on every dollar of
nett dividend or profit on money inveated in st=am-
boat companies, (Whether incorparated or not) and
in railroads a tax«f two centa.

Sgc. 2. Be it further enacted, That there shall
be levied on erery dollar of nett profit or dividend
on the purchase and sale of articles imported into-
the State from neutral ports through the blocknde
of our coast, or which ‘shall be brought from the
States with which we are at war, sold in this
State, & tax of five cents, and it shall be the duty of
the Sheriff of the counties in which said males are
made, to proceed forthwith to collect the tax su-
thorized by this sebtion as soon a8 sales are mads,
under the same penaities for degloct s are pre- !

!

—

Sec. 8. Be it further enacted, 'I'batm:n-
grapb, under section 86 of said act, schedale B, ‘be
and the same is hereby repealsd.

Skc. 4 Bs il further enacted, That this act
shall be in loree from its ratification.

Read three times in General Assembly, this 19th
day of December, A. D. 1868.

(Signed) .R. 8& DONN 8 H G

(Sigued) GILES MEBANE, 8 8.

Rarsz Veaeransues. —We commend thluliioe of
the Columbus (Ga.) T%nesto ourown people.  That
" W s our placting riends the o

Wa again urge upon our planting Irier -pol-
icy and daty of preparing for s bouatiful orep of
vegetables for their negroes. Theré ig wot, by &

Qonlfederacy to

one that was not.— Jouniry Gentlemen.
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ed subject to the following eonditions:
actod M8,

control or superintendence, exclasively

of the farms which the person thus exempted owna

.mct

persons on farms or plantations on which there is

] drive us ba

. our Congreas

" of our complete and antrammeled Independence.

scribed for ect in similarcases, in sn act enti- |  The Mereury might, with equal force, refer to
tled um'mn:gi” to which this is sa amendment. | Mnﬁ:m K6 .

| Tennessee and Virgioia for exasmple—which hmve

|

WaoLe Numser 1509,

Principals of Spbstitutes.

We publish below the bill which has passed the
House of Representatives on this. subject. It is
mow pending in the Senate:

A bill to be entitled an Act amendatory
] { ry of an Act
entitled - An Act to put an end Lo the exemption
from mililary servics of thossxcho have haretofore
Jurnuhedsubstitutes” approved January 5, 1864,
Szcriox 1. The Congress of the Confederate

Stales of America do e : i
act shall not apply to naot, T::ldllu above recited

P RATHNCE himeell thereof shal
¢ rit to the” phe
daction’ of provisions and family supplies.

IL That there shall be paid and contributed,
from the farm; or, if more than one farm, from each

or superintends, in addition to the tithe required
by any tax law, an additional tenth of the pork or
bacon prodaced on said farm or farms, (beginning
with the prodactof last year,) for the use of the

army.
lfl. That the person thus exem will, if so
required, sell all his surplus pmvim ml;w on
hand or hereafter raised, for the use of soldiers’
families, or for the use of the army, at pricss not
greater than those fixed, for the time being, by the
ers appointed under the impressment

IV. That the person seeking to avail himself of
the benefit of this act shall hus furnished a snbsati-
tute not liable to wilitary duty, who is now in the
service, or who has been legally discharged there.
from, or who has died therein.

V. That the benefit of this act shall not apply to

Ing other male adult not liable to military daty.

xc. 2. Nothing contalmed in this act shall be
construed 18 limiting the power of the President,
under existing law., to exempt such persons as he
may desm proper, on grounds of equity, justics, or
necessity.

This bill pgssed the House by 44 to 81. Messrs.

Arrington, Ashe, Bridgers, Davidson, Gaither, Mc-
Lean, and Smith of this State voted for, and Mousrs.
Kenan and Lander against it.
_ In thh Sonate, on the 84, Mr. Sparrow, from the
military committee, reported back to the Senate
_the above bill, with & recommendation that it do not
pass. No action was taken.

Aworaze Buasr rrom tHE Nortm CanorLiNa
Troops |—Tne Tmmriera Recmiesr Speaks.—We
publish with great plessure the following patriotic
proceedings : '

Caxe 80ra N.-d. Troors.
Jan. 2Tth, 1864

Edstor Sentinel—Dear 8ir: Please publish the
subjoined resolutions, and oblige your ohedient ser-
vant. J. 1. HARRIS,

Capt. Co. I80th N. 0. T.

Ata ing of the troops of the 80th N. C. reg-
iment, mhudqu: on the 27th of Jllm:‘j,
1884, the foilowing preamble and reselutions were
wasnimously adopted -

an juok stbempt af a i i
tho mﬁi&njﬁ nuhte.rt' and overth?ol'n:ltw‘
sti‘utional guarastics, and to rob us of our property,
(honestly obtained,) did first force us to withdraw
from an alliance no longer binding; and, whereas,
they did deny us that right, and have attempted to
into & re-union that we detest, by
waging a war against us unparalleled in biswory for
its atrocity and vindictiveness of spirit ; and, w
as, we have learned lhrouﬂ\ Northern papers that
the despot who reigas at Washidgton has induced
large numbers of his present army, by the induce-
ment of large bounties and broad promises, to re-en-
list, and’is offering extraordinary inducements to cit-
izens of foreign nations as well as of the United
States to enlist, to fill the ranks of his army, thus
clearly defining a settled determination to gubjngate
us at all hazards; now, therefore, we do unani-
ousl|

Rio!u, That, viewing our cause asa just and
boly one, we declare ourselves reenlisted fur the
war in the struggle for that liberty and independ-
ence 80 dear to every .Iimtﬁnﬁa and honest heart;
that our watchword shall be liperty, and we exhort
and the President of the Confedersle
States to listen to no kind of terms that fall short

Rasolved, That we have the most unbounded con-
fidence in our gallant chieftain, Genersl Robert E.
Lee, and will cheerfully and willingly stand by him,
through storm and sunshine, until the prize for
which we are contending sha:l be acknowledged by
all nationa.

We received last evening, too late for publication,
the proceedings of the 4thand 47th N. C. regiments,
also. Weshall take great pleasury, in gur next, in
laying. before our rs what these ious men
bave to 8ay.— R¥okmond Sentinel

Hox. Jonx BeLu.—Alluding t0 the assertion of
the Charleston Mercury that this is an '“age of
- mediocrity,” because com is no longer the
measure of preferment, as shown by the absence
from the public councils of such men as Freeman,
Durkin and Hammond, (Rbett should have been
added,) the Culumbus Sun says:

other.Stules—Georgia, Alibama,

been passed over in the selection of legisiatirs and
cabinet officers  In this State, the compreheasive
i intelleot and exalted statesmanship of Smphm has
: been effectually buried. Somewhere in Northern
Georgis may be found am old man—an’ exile from
his native Tennesses—a man whose name 18 & house-
hold word on both continents—a ripe statesman—
oné who has been Imilltf::l.l tﬁlhd‘po“'ll-f i ':nh.!
Earope-and Americs for the past century—a
man who, ia the days of pany strife wad made the
object. of more nisnpmmimqadl}u:du- than
almost any other living man. This man's name is
Jobn Bell—one of the noblest specimens of bumnan
intellect united with and directed by the pure heart
+ of the true Christisn and patrint—and yot out gov-
ernment has never availed itself of his wise and con-

-

War News.
Col. Gniffin, commanding Confederate forces, -tel-
egrapbed:to-thes War department from ‘Jackson on
the %M.qug,.y.mﬂ: . 43R
% TR cﬁod the eoum ﬁ [
force of two bundred & monnted ¥
After a fight of two' mn, in which we q?d
pieces of ar-

twelve hundred of the enemy and thres
tillery, the Yankees: were ydl'{'l'ln from- Wihdsor,

North Carolina; to-their boats. We lost six*men.
The loss of the enemy is not known.” i
Frox rae Busckwarer Reofon.—The felldwing :
diepatch was ;!eeltﬁdl'umday night from €5lonel
Jordan, at Ivor station :
“ Glorious Bews!—The wholeé Yankee forcs—
about ong hundred and fifty—are our prisoners;
and their ganboats, *Swmith Briggs,' destroyed.

No ong bort on our side. 'F’our Yaokees killed
and two or three wounded,

The prisoners are now a¢ Broad Water, Send
down a train for them to-morrow.”
' Wg learn that this Yankee force was commis-
sloned to destroy a large factory at Swmithfield, in
Isie of Wight coonty. We t;:,mt klow-t.held;in
ar-composition of our command which achieved the
zu;lja noticed above, but understand that it con-
ned two companies of the Thirty-Brst North-
Oarolina regiment. —Ezaminer of Bm..f

3 For the Btandard.
THE . SUBSTITUTE LAW.

Mz Eprror:—Much bas been written snd said,
PiseRtly, in regerd to the late act of Congress,
in defiance of its plighted fsith and solétan con-
tract. Une of the most extraordinary articles
which I have yet seen on this subject, appeared in
the last Fayetieville Observer, over the signature
of ** Richmond Qounty,” and ta which, with your
permission, I will submit some remarks in reply,
through the columns of your widely circuiated

T.
The Observer's correspondent -frankly admits,
that the 'Uﬂllll.llnllnn confers no power upon Con-
gress to impair the obligation of contracts, bat ar-
gues to prove that the government bas never en-
tered into any coutract with these wmen, but that
their clajin to exemption rests not upon a con-
tract proper within the constitutional menning of
the term, but upon 8 privilege, or an indulgence;
and thet such should be recalled in a cage of gov-:
ernmental Jifs or death—and says the Courts must
80 decide, or run counter to thelr own decisions in-
volving the samne principles.
On both of these points 1 take issye with him,
and shall endeavor to prove, first—that the gov-
ernment, throogh its authorized agents, did make
a contract with these men, discharging thew from
the army for three years, or during the war, fora *
consideration ; and, secondly—that the decisiony
quoted by him do not-sustain him in his views on
this: question, - ; o
I admit, that in one sense of the word, the law
allowing substitutes does confer a * privilegs,"—
the privilege of exempting yourself the mili-
tary service through a coniract with ‘the govern-
ment. The moment a substitute is accepted, and
the principal is discharged, it becomes a privilege
accepted and a contract axscuted. Kvery dischirge
sets forth, that the principal, baving furnished an
able-bodied man as a substitute, is in considerution
thereot d scharged from the army for three years,
or Lhe war. A stronger evidence of & contract it
»would be dificult to conceive. What is & con-
tract? It is an agreemént between two or more
parties ; a mutual promise upon lawful considera-
tion which binds the parties lo a performance; a
barguin ; a stipulation. Is here not an agreement
between the two parties? The principal agrees to
furnish an able bodied man as a substitute, and of
this the government -itself is to be the judges In
consideralion of this, the government agrees to ex-
empt him from military service for three years, or
the war. The substitute is examined by the gov-
*ernment 8 ns, pronounced able and sound, is
acocpted, and the principal discharged if this is
not & contract executed I know not what ia, Itis
an agreement between Lwo parties; it is a mutual
promise upon a lawful consideralion which binds
the parties to a performance ; 1% is & bargsin; it is
A SHPUIATION, Num wihituh: wou wiw >wased ~ightn
You sell a man your horse, and in consideration
of the value received lie gives you his note for the
purchase money, paysble the next week. Here be
contracts with you to pay you at a given time, just
a8 thg government contracts to exempt the princi-
pals of sabstitutes for a fixed | of time; but
the Legisiature passes & stay-law Soiding the con-
tract by extending the time of paywent, just as the
act of the Qonfederate Congress voids this by short-
ening the period of exemption. What does ** Rich-
mond County™ suppose the Courts would say
sbout the constitutionality of such a law? Buch a
law has twice been passed by the Legislature of
North Carolina—in 1818, and in 186]1—and in both
cases the Supreme Court decided that the law was.
unconstitutional, upon the express ground that it
“impaired the obligation of contracts. The Ob:
serter's correspundent wiil nearch a long time, be-
fore he finds a case more in point than this.
But I do not believe thero 18 much be-
tween the case of the Fayelteville Bank una the
present. Suppose the bonus paid by the Baik for,
its charter to constitute & contract. - What diu the
Legistatyze do? D:d it atonelell sWoop sweep awuy
all the vested rights of the corporation & Lertaicly
not. . It sinply imposed some restriciions upon 1t
for the public good; enforced some rtgulatinng lnr
the benefit of the community. This the SBuprune
Court held that it had the right to do;_but oo une
knows better than the Obsercer’s correspondent,
that if the Legislature had deprived the corporaton
of allits vested rights; had annulled its charur,
the Supreme Court would have decided that the act
was unconstitutional and void, Did Congress rim-
ply atteropt a regulation or an annihilation of tne
rights vested? Upon this question binges the point
of analogy to his Bank cases..

But let us view the question in its moral aspeet. A
poeds the services of an -ablo bodied man for three
years. B, in consideration of a sum of moncy to
him in hand paid, agrecs to become A's servant lor
that length of time.; A accepts of Abe proposition,
and the contract is reduced to writing and made
binding by the payment of the consideration, * But
no sooner . B: bind the | than ba sees
where he.could have done much better. . In grder
to enable him to do this, A} agrees (o take bis place
28 o 'sarvant of A for a specified sum of money. A

10 the arrangement and enters into & second
condract with B, in which he ges.him, from
his service in consideration of his baving furnmhed
another able-bodied band in the person of C. . After
» short timehe ssys-to B, *T have work enough for
two hands and must bave them,” and atlempis to
forve llm Lack inte hic carvica. g.hnnt dmgﬁm!
C, or refunding him any part of the money fue
C's services, but being & private individual he can-
not override law and justice with as much case a8
. the guvernment can, and therefore fails.  But tu2
' very attempt s an sct of
to shock ail the better ,
tisis s preciscly what the government is doing.  *

this article, aléo contained an able srticle from a
highly reapectable religious paper, the M. Q. Uhris:
tian Advocale, expressing the opinon thagall of
onr exlamities are merited by us in

their site. Tt glso tells us that Lwilt net o mere-
lwm rely upon'dm right and jn&nd-ur cRUBE,
t{tt the histovw of the wo: ey g :;eq Just
cause is not stécamsRik - vist” ire’ somelimes
trampled dowp’tiy (e ian beel.of oppression—ihat
while God is op.Ahe side of the righteoas
is not on the side of tho wrong doer—and that to
merit Sucoess, weo must not only A4ve right on our
side, but that we mast d»_right odrselves, . This
reasoning steuck me with some force, but it ocour-
. red-ta me that our people waranot likaly sp seprove
in that respeet ip the face of such glasingand shame-
Jess violations of contruets of goud it on ‘I_’Ft

of tho povernment.  Iustead of uffv '!xgn,jl“t_ﬂb
p's . Bur peopls to induce them o ki, many
of $he .acts of the governwent tend: y.t0-de-

(- moraliae thew, and this is the more strikingly s¢

_ that the goverument profisxes w‘% the A
.|. Praxidence of Gnd, and ofun, 0¥ pyers.
of fhe people.  Befdre it anpuynces ARPIOAL ey C;Q
. fasting snd prayer lef it retrace in ..*qbwn'h all,
F- ita obligations, and pancliiously keep farth with ug,

subjeczs, and it emn with inuch more_propriety in.
vohe the blessings pf Gl upon our country and,

SRR A PLAIN FARMBR.

puch ,moral mr_pi_mda a8
foeiings of hamanity. Yet .,

The same ngmber of the Observer that conraimed,

sequinoe of-
the sins of our people, and arging thmw g




