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Abstract of the Speechof Hon. A. H. St
The Columbus (Ga.) * Time:;;lli'-ublis
i bstract of & ve
m?ﬁ Stephens in the hall of th& ousé of Rep-
resentatives, at Milledgeville, 0" edllesd_q.e!e-

i h, 1864: :
mn'%.r l;‘tre;‘tlxehith’cnn =’speech at the hour n_:f %
2. M. and viosed ap#0:20. The Hall was crowded

; 260 the Legislature and .citizens
_siere being among the latter many ladies.
ed anxious to get another sight of one
in the people of Georgia had often honored, and
had often lonked for counsel in times
had entered at an early hour, in com-

wy with his Excellency, the Governor of Georgia,
and had not becn observed until he ascended the
Speaker's stand. 'Thén there was 3 burst of hearty
applagse that secmed to come from all present,
testifying how truly, and @ith what regard, he was
called upoen to speak. -

He‘hcggtan by spsyn'ng that his object was fo speak
on the state of public affairs at this present crisis.
The time had passed “when the measures which
brought on the war should be discussed ; the great
question to befdetermined by legislaters was. the
proper husbanding and managcment of all the re-
sources of the country. The tountry was environed
by dangers and perils within and without; but
though the times were perilous, he did not regards
the cause as hopeless. If true to ourselves m«f to
our cause, we must ultimately succeed.

The enemy had not'as yet inflicted any vital blow
on our interests, though they guined some important
sdvantages, tie chiel of which was their success
from their gunboats. We could not resist their
attacks successfully from this source any more than
a lion could successfully attack a shark. If asked
whether we should ultinately triumph, his reply
would be yes, a ulomandr lihmes yes, if we properly
managed the resources of the country. :

(}ns:.'li)e currency question he d?gnut intend to
speak further than to say that he ed it a8 an
unwise measure, though it might have been the
besi that could have been adopled with the conflict-
ing opinions on the subject. e

%tupthe Military Act—the second Conseription
Act ms be termed it—he was more severe. Ha
thought it put too large a portion of ‘the fizhting
men in the field. Only onethird of the fighting
men of & country, it had been demonstrated by
history, could be safely put in the field. Whenever

Al

of penl. He

. this proportion was exceeded, there was danger to

the country in long wars, from the want of means
of subsistence of the army. He feared that suffi-
cient regard had not been paid to the fact when the
bill was ugder consideration, As to the question
assumed in the Act that all the mechanieal, manu-
facturing and agricultursl labor of ‘the country
could be=put under the control of the President,
that was a question left for the Courts to detennine,
and he would be satikfied with their decision.

"The next important question that would be sub-
mitted tothe Legislature, was the act suspending
the writ of habsas corpus. Ile contenied that while
QOongress liad the power tp suspend that writ by an
implied grant in the Constitution, it‘d'.d not have
the power to do that which the act did, which was
te authoriza the'arrest of persons without a charge
being mede against them on oath or sftirmation, or
probable cause of some person. That right Con-
gress had not the power to take away, for it was-
expressly granted in the Constitution. The act
contained thirteen specifications, in any one of which
the writ might be suspended. There was no need
of the act so fir as concerned persons guilty of
being & spy, or of treason, or of culting telegraph
wires. 'The entire spirit cf unity of the people in
the predesation of this war, forbid the entertaining
of any aglopinion. It could have reference to but
one “which is styled persons secking to avoid
inilitary service. ;

“The great lisbility to abuse of this power, so far
a8 that class of persons is concerned; was:-dwelt
nupon with great-carnestness and foree. lostances
were advanced in which the power would be likely
to be abused. Une was the case of 2 man who was
put ioto wilitary serviee in the field whom the
family record and other evidences showed to be
above forty-five-years of age, because under a recent
order the person’s age had to be computed accord-
ing to the last census, and the person referred to
had hed his age wrongfully given in. “Another
instance was adduced of a person seeking to get his
«on into the army as & volunteer, gs under the act
hie had a right to do, and having that son suddenly
arrested and put into prison as * seeking to avoid
railitary service.” ’ -

Mr. S. Lthought it the duty of the Legislatare to
give public expression to their opinion a8 the most
likely to effect the repeal of the act by the’ next
Congress. lle [uvored the free expression of opin-
i, and thoughe it «8 much a duty to disapprove a

*.-easure that is wroag, a8 to approve of one thatis
right. 3 .

He considered the great 'question involved in the
war to be independence and constitutional liberty.
VWithout one he did not want the other. IIe would
riot desire to survive the deleat of either.

Ex Presioest JFirLvoke o Tie War—The
MNorthérn pagers bring ui the first expression of
oynnion on the war that we have seen from Millard
Fillmore. As the opening of the great Central Fair,
at St. James' Hall, Buffalo, he is reported to have
spoken as follows: ) 0 R

Three years.of civil war have desoluted the fhir-
est portion of our land ;- loaded the coantry with
an_epormoifs debt that the sweat of milions yet
uoborn must Le taxed to pay; arrayed brother
rgminst brother and futher against sen in mortal
conflict; deluged our country with fraternal blood ;
whitened our battle-ficlds with the bones-of the
slain, and darkened the sky with the pall of wourn-
ig Yet these appalling calamities—which as yet
have touched our city more hightly than any otber
in the land—have imposed wpon us new duties,
which ‘must be promptly met end generously dis-
ct.arged, and new blirdens which must be patiently
8i.d cheerfully borng.

We cannot, in our humble capacity, control the.
events of this.desolating war. We hear its thon-
ders and mark the track of desolation, and we must

met thie emergency as best we can, but never des- °

p i of the republic. It is no time now to inquire
whether it might have been avoided. Let those
who seek light on this subject read \Washington’s
Furewell Address.” Nor are we now to criticise the
caduct of those who control- it, awarding ' praise
. De:e and bestowing eensure there. . The impartial
historian will do this when the passions engendered
Ly tha strife have cooled, and partissn prejudices,
petty jealousies, maliguant envy, aad intriguing,
scifish ambition shall be laid in ‘the dust, ahd, it 18
boped, buried in oblivion. And muach less are we
called upon to predict when or how this war will
end. Let those who sevk light an the subject read
Gon. Jackson's Farewell Address. But let us hepe
¢ at an allwise and merciful Providence will incline
tle hemts of ‘the people, North and South; to
pesce—10 & lasting peace with & restored Union
comented by fruternal aftcetion, under our well tried
#nd glorious Consutution.
_ Nor is this the time or
inn as to the policy that s
KD df-inb]u an end. But
srach most be forgiven, if not forgotten
?-das, before this Union can ever bﬁeaw;-:c? g :’1';1':
herefore, it is to Le hoped that all unnee;smry
acts of cruelty, or wanton destruction of private
property, or insalt, or insolence in triumphing over
a fallen foe should he avoided; for all such acts
only fire the heart of oir adversary- with resent-
u:ent and revenge and thus protract the war in-
crease its horrors, and leave a sting which will ren-
der re-union more diffealt, if not imposgible. Bat

t the first step to-
o8e is 1o conquer the

place to express an opin-
Lould be pursued to reach
one thing is clear, that

ward bringing this war to a ¢l
r-;.-b;l arfny.
.negotiations for peace before this is d

would prove abortive; und any professed cﬁmeﬁne

1 defy our power would be
mockery which would be treated with ridicule m;
contempt. But; when we have conquered their
S aad ¢ nm_edlnf th:ir lesders, then let us
Znanimily an erosity. inni
bk the deluded maltitnde :?o hl:u:bm :;Ezﬁ
imi b):i extending to them
! AINdness 1o gur powe
u.ul by restoring them to all their rights unc?:r thré
( _c:r::t:::'u:na . :l'hasb I conceive to bs christian for-
1! nd the best policy, and the onl
voaich ean ever restore I.]:i,i Union, s

¢ 7ery act of clemency “an
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: For the Staoderd.
=77 “Nominations for the Legisla
Mr Houoex :—As the time is near at hand when
the Conservatives of the State will find it necessary
to nominate candidates for he Legislature, and it i8
very important that we should carry that body; I
trust they will permit one who wishes the cause
well, to make s few suggestions. s
1st. 18t them avoid &ll sssocistion with Destruc-
tivea [ do not see how any Conservative who pos-
sesses proper self respect cap act politically with the
Destructives. - They have denounced us andheld us
up as traitors, and we may km{hﬂ.meﬂhﬁ
they make to unite themselves with us proceeds
from selfish motives. They want the offices, and
the opportunity to tyrannize over us; herein North-
Carolina, and thicy know that they are so complete-
ly in a minority that their only -hape ot suecess i
in insinuating themselves into our ranks. *‘Touch
not pitch, lest’ye be defiled.” 1t is not possible to
fuse or unite the Conservatives and Destructives.
Their principles are as wide apart as the poles; and
eved if their principles could be reconciled and
made to agree, the Destructives are so selfish and
intolerant that they would rule, if they could not
use such Conservatives as_ might unite with them,
with a rod of iron. : ]
9d. Let no man be nominated ar supported for
office who is not & Conservative “after the straitest
sect.” I have more respect for & downright De-
structive who carries his principles in pis hands so
that évery one may see them, fhan I have fora
fishy, trading, Hesitating, half-hesrted Consevative.
The great mass of our people are Conservatives,
and they have a right to the services of men who
will carry out their wishes. To continue to honor
prominent Conscrvatives who have proved false
to their pledges, to thejr principles, and their
friends, and to prefer fishy Conservatives for of-
fice to true Conservatives, will be to humble our-
s:lves at 'It‘:c fce‘: of 'ctril]:r enelrlties and deatro‘yl oti.:r
party. e right df the people to govern, and the
preservation of civil liberty itself, depend on the
Conservalive Therefore,” any msn who
would break down the Conservative party by merg-
ing any portion of it with the Destructive party, or
who treats both parties in such a way as to obtain
the votes of both, or who runs with the Destrue-
tives and profeases at the same time ta hald with
the Conservatives, is not only a political hypocrite,
but an coemy to -popular rights and civil liberty.
Let no such man be trusted. .-
8d. Let no man be nominated or. supported for
office who- thinks it “ wrong” to trust the people
on any subject or in any event. Consolidationisee
and monarchists are numerous in the land. We
hear the declaration frequently made, and we see
it more frequently acted out, that pogular govern-
ment has failed, and that we must have a strong
government of privileged orders, supported by the
bayonet. I would warn the people in the most
earnest terms against Lhe constantly increasing ten-
dencies to‘a kingly or imperial form of government.
It is & monstrous calumny —a fatal delusiod to say
that free governinent has failed. Trust no man for
offlee who will not pledge himself to the great prin-

.| ciple that the people alone have the right to govern ;

and if He hesitates to make this pledge, or if he

shows 2 disposition to favor a strong or kingly gov-

ernment, avoid and reject him as your most dead-
ly enemy. '

4th. Let no man be nominated or supported who
will‘not pledge himself to' the most »igid economy
in the administration of our Stute atfairs. Our

State debt is already heavy, and rapidly increasing ;
and while every proper expenditure should be made,

and our soldiers and their families well provided for,

yet no money should be squandered on favorites or
doubtful schemes.

5th, Let no man be nominated or supported who
admits or holds the Lincoln doctrine, that in any
event the State may be coerced by the Confederate
government. And let no man be supported who is
fot in favor of negotiating for peace while we are
fighting for it. Our peopfe desire peace if they can
obiain it on honorable terms; and they look to the

States as well asto the common government to

makexvery proper éffort to secure this great bless-

g .

glilh. The peoplo are tired of cancises, conven-
tions, and packed committees. These agencies had
no small influence im breaking up the old govern-
meat and involving us in this awful war. Let mass
weetings be held, and let each Conservative present
bave the privilege of voling for the® man of his
choice. The humblest Conservative has ay much
right to vote in selecting candidates as the most ex-

-aligd snd mAuential, ominations made in this

way will carry more moral weight with them, and

give more satisfaction than if made as the result of
the deliberations df a committee.

. These suggestions proceed from ong who is de-
votedly attached to Conservative principles, and
who is most snxious that those principles may con

tinue to prevail in North-Carolina. There is no

danger of division in the Conservative ranks, if those
who are.really and honestly attached to the party

_ | will adhere to their principles, and make common

 cause against the Destrudtives. Our party hasa
very large majority.in the State. 'We can afford to
stand by our own men and by our own principles,
aud proudly refuse to touch or confide in any candi-
date who is- the choice of the Destructives, We
wmy lose some votes and a few sclfish leaders b
adopting this course, but- we shall carry the State
triumphantly, and at the same time purify.and im-
proveour party. -
. March 25, 1864,

[From the Raleigh Progress.|

Mr. Eprror :—I see that the Destructives of Pitt
and New Hanover counties have nominated Gov.
Vance for te-election. Mr. Fulton, of the Journal,
" leads in New Hanaver, and Dr. Blow leads in Pitt.
These gentlewen, and others of the same stripe, de-
clared in 1862, that Gov. Vance and his supporters
were then disloal, and that his election wasa Union
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Governor's Wilkesbrough Bpeech attentively, his

arguments and reasoni bave fuiled 1o 'convincey
my-indgi::a.\t that the t:lﬁody battle-field is the only
B tvortir' oo oo bt ey 4
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it ¢ontains all that voied friends
if?hu’ enough more to spoil the geod.
It was well calculated to tickle the ear and captivate
the fancy of his bearers, but I doubt whether he
was a8 successful in satisfying the minds and con-
_vincing the judgment of His hearers
maode of obtaining peace, Saurely the serpent has
not beguiled his Excellency, though he is an insidi-
ous, wily,” mali¢ious’ anithal, that crawls upon his
belly, and feeds apon the public pap. I would sug-
gest tasthe Governor the propriety and Importance |
of putting on a coat of mail, to-shield him from the
venem of the snimal. I don't think the Governor
discussed the topies of hig in the order of
their importance. ¥ think if he had had the pro-
pensities of our animal natare shoved off by the
serpent, his in‘ellectual faculties and christian feel-
ing would have suggested a different arrangement
of ths heads of his dmur:la I have nogonbthe
would bave talked as fluently upon peace by nego-
tiation as he did mpon war. Unfortunately, the
moral atmgsphere that the soul bresthes has about
as jnuch 10 do with the moral prineiplea of our na-
ture as the putridatmosphere from a poliuted stresm
has to do wjth the physical’ or animal facuities of
oyr nature. We should endeavor to shape our
vf‘en and conduct in this world, in reference to the.
glorious and sublime principles and teachwnis- of
the meek and lowly Jesus—peace with God, and
good will towards man. The better feéling of our
nature seems unfortonately to have been lost sight
of by his Excellenéy, in his thirst for popularap:

lause and human glory. :
p. It would seem from the reading of the Governor’s
speech, that he not only regsrds the bloody sirife
we are now involved in an important one, but that
it was susceptible of a double showing; he admit-
ted that he in common with his fellow-citizens-was
anxious for peace, but that the bloody battle field
was the only place where we could obtain it, and
that we must fight it out now, while we had a gov-
ernment and an srwy. Surely the Governor did
not wish to be understood that before negotiation
could be institoted that it would be necessary to
break up the government, disband the army, and
prostrate ourselves, spauiel like, at the feet of the.
federals!” If the Governor supposes any such & dg
sire is entertained by the Conservative party, let mp
disabuee his mind on the subject, by saying we de
sire no such terms of peace at his, President Davis’,
or President Lincoln's hands.  While we hold the
sword in one hand, let us hold the olive branch in
the other; let the war, if possible, be transferred
from the bloody battle-field to tha council chamber,
where much of the outside pressure that operated
in bringing on and perpetuating the war would be
shut out, and reason‘assume her supremacy over the
minds of those who deprecate war as & national curse,
and desire peace as & national blessing. Weare all
aware of the fact that there 15 a constitational mode
puinted out by which not enly pesce may be made,
but war also; yet it so happened that the present
war was not made in pursuance of law, or the Con-
stitution, . We will nat controvert the Governor’s
views on that point, but the Constitution does not
say no other mode shall be resorted to for the
accomplishment of peace; the mode pointed out by
the anstjtulion is- only a formahty. If the same
desirable object could be obtained by other means,
“would it be less beneficial or desirable to these in-
terested in the_important issue? Sgrely not. To
supjose such a thingz would be an insult to reason
and common sense, v =2

In the settlement of this cruel war we must bring
to besr the better fuelings of our nature; we must
not ouly exercise physical force, but we must exer-
cise icoral courage; we must be permitted to think,
speak and aot a3 becomes freemen, christians and
patriots upoh our unforlonate condition, without
the bit in our'moaths or the fear of a halter around
our necks. To act differently would not only be
physical, butit wonld be moral cowardice; and he
that would attempt to suppress free speech, or muz-

zle a free press, is a despot and a tyrant at heart

The Goveroor seems to be a little old fogyish in
-hisnotions oir points of law, though I dén't sttich

any blame to bim, as it scews to be the bent of his
nature, I would be so too if ciroumstances would
justify it, bat it will not. We are cut loose ®om
the moarings of our fathers, and are now being
* tossed upon the angry billows of a bloody civil war,
with the anxious cry from sea shore to mountain
top—let us negotiate while we- fight for peace.
Will those who brought oo the bloody strugele still
interpose an insuperable barrier to the accomplish-
ment of so desirable an object by a stoical indiffer-
ence, or the exercise of bad law? Wae trust not.

I had sopposed thiat the Confederate and State
governments ‘were co-ordinate and co-equal, and
that neither could infringe upon the reserved rights
of the other without impairing the validity of the
terms upon which the compact was entered into.
It is’a problem now being solved that the States
should watch with jealous vigilanée. If the cause
we are now struggling for loses its vitality by the
abuse of power either by the Confederate or the
States’ governments, what is. it that will compensate
for thnr:;:criﬂca of rblood and -treasure, the suffer-
ings and sorrows of our people, when this blood
stl!?ife shall have endedq.: ; . . v

Let us hope and pray that Gogedn his wrath may
not longer afflict us with blindne@iifor our past folly
and weakness. : LEACHBURG.

We publish in another column a communication
from “ A Citizen,” eriticising the recent message of
Gov. Brown to the Georgia Legislature. While
there is foree and pertinence in some of * Citizen’s "
reflections on the tendencies of the times, we are
free to confess we had rather see the extreme ran-

triumph. Who huschanged ? .And the Confedsrate
and other Destructivé journsls are supporting Gov.
Vance and assailing Mr. Holden. A wan is known
by the company he keeps. Every Conservative
who votes for Gov. Vance, will vote with James
Fulton, Dr.'W. J. Blow, D. K. McRae, Jéhn Spel-
man, W. K. Lane, William Robinson, C. H. Cofield,

Morris, Zeke Jones, and men of that stamp.
there not ‘‘sométhing rotten in the staie of Den-
malrk'f"

also observe that the Confederate of the 284
March, which seems to be the {uding organ of Gov;
Vance, urges the Vance men or Destructives of the
State to adopt as theiwr platform in the meetings

Hanover meeting drawn up by Mr. Ful
Governor ig thus cordi rabaced by the Destras

tives in all parts-of the State,
OBSERVER.

GOVERNOR VANCE.

As we foresaw, the speech of Governor Vance i
regarded 83 8 wonderful prodaction, and has alrud];

ed it at thc! moment when weread it, as in t.helt;n‘:?n
a wige, logical, patriotic effort—abounding in sound
thougn®, wholesome instruction, and couched in
-terms of jest, humor and sublime elaguence, admir. -
ably adapted to his audience, and displaying a mind
of varied and splendid attainment. We thought it
ihe best stump speech wq had ever -resd—and-our
estimate hus no( been deprecisted by the press of °
the country. .
We are no politics'l or party supporter of Gov-

man. If we Bu

b1, it isas s patriot, who
has served his gy

tate, and &'till derves her well in the
h.'m not'as a consorvative,
but, 8sa member of the da‘ufadenst:i’p:ny. We
support him .against dislovdy, 'V, *BMnat s party
whi hen i i sgsentially

ieh, when organized, will be.,\sentially s Tory
Confederats, (Destructive,) March 16, 1964

We have heard that Gov. Vance at Stetesville
urged the vigorous prosecution of the w ¥ IV the
most glowing terms. The Goverror’ s e
power of language wonderfully, and it would b %™
ticipating trouble to apprehend that a vine so p ™"

J. A. Spears, John U. Kirkland, H. K.’ Nash, Jim. ;

which they may hold, the resolutions of the New .

inlty embraced by the Destruc- _

ttamped him with a national renown. Wae re =

ernor Vance. _ He has ,heen in party matters a party ;

hﬂcﬂ blossoms, will not be abundant in fruita. °
For tirselves we have no fear. The luscious grapes
from this fruitful vine are even now melting in our
wouth.— Confederate, (Destructive,) Feb. 29, 1864
_Bat the agitation must stop. There must be no
more appeals for Convedtior—openly, or by sscret
petition. * Men-must censs to speak in private.
*  Folly bas long endugh had sway,— Confeadery ite,

Murshy 2, 1884,

ning n the direction of over-vigilance in respect to
{ the rights of the States. Ilisl.osrly is aid to l:e;hil-
| osophy teaching by example, and the precedents of
t the past deduce no more unfailing truth than that
the proclivity of power is  to gradually steal from
the many to the few.” It was omce a dispute
; amongst political theorists whether there was more
danger in a confederacy * from tyranny in the head

Is ' than from anarchy amongst the members.” His-

tory, with its solemn examples, has put the ques-
tion forever at rest. The temper and tendencies of.
all central authority are towards absolute and un-
questioning abedience which 13 the pyre of public
liberty. =

There is much sound sense and sagacious reflec-
tion.in Gov. Brown's message—much which, at this
time, is worth the attention of our people. As we
upderstand him, he contemplates no counter action
on ‘he part of the Georgia Legislature against the
bill | f Congress suspending the habeas corpus; only
prop sing that & grave legislative protest'shall be”
enteres) against the exercise of the power by the
Presideidt. The measure has been so unfavorably
received through the country, and there really ap-
pears to b2 so little occasion for it, that we have no
doubt Cong.ress will, at an early day, during the
coming sessiy'n, repeal the act. y

What Gov.. Brown says about peace is not only
true but wisa, and stamps him a sagacious states-
man. Zhe sww'rd and the olive branch must accom-
plish the work amjoht!y-—-nqlﬁa_ alons can W
i. He urges thi't the war ‘be vigorously earried
on, and that the Lt man and the last dollat be
voted for its enerp ctic prosecution. At the same
tiine he suggests that,7ur moral saympathy be thrown
in favor of the party a.' t.ho.Horth now engaged in
a great struggle to expel Lincola from office. He
advocates holding out t} e olive branch to that par-
ty, expressing a willingnyss should get into
office to tre:t with them %€ 8a le
He goes farther and acquits {*hese conservative men
at the bar of hisfory of the great” crime agai
Christianity and civilization o' haviog brought on
this war, and bids them God sioeed .in- their
work of ousting hincoln and Jis co-devils from
power. .

In this particular; the pointa " Gov. Brown's
message are well taken and will do g'ood. 'We can-
not believe he meditates any eellision! with the aa-
_thorities at Richmond;.or will fui} to &\ all that lays
in his power to strengthen and suppoi.t the Presi.
dent in a-most urneat‘fmon of ' the war.—

_ Yontgomery (Ala.) Mail. -

A “king of England bas an interest in preyierving
{he fr\com of the press, because it is hisiz;terest
to knew" the true state of-the nation, whici the
courtiers would fain conceal, but of which a'/free
press alovy®ean inform him.— Lacon. \
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M= Eowor:—In the Confederate of the 15tk in-

- gtant, is an article headed, “qul.nwh,'{ip_whieh.

the go-called junior Editor, wit
ity

¢ val-

traitor. The so called j:::gl

+joys this low and calumnious fling of unadgiterated

billingsgate, but such & the legitimate fruit of low-
breeding and those vulgs¥ dssocistions that have
already pointed his path to perdition. Ignorance
is bliss when not attended by all the degrading pro-
' of the lower brute creation, ss is the case
with the so called jnnior Editor of the Confederats.
gpared monnmeats of God's mercy,
out brains and less decency. 3
1 have no redollection of the so-called jonior Edi-
ecting any communication from e,
except one intended for his special benefit, ** The
Whishoy - Dooking glae.” Had he received a fow
more such productions, T have no doubt, but that
his ji would have been a more popular one,
and its Editor a better man. If the junior Editor
to ssy or to intimate that he inade any +

wi

material shteratidn in “The Whiskey Looking glass,
he trates an mct that truth does not sanclion,
as | am abundantly able tc prove,

If the lo-mlledi]unior Editor had ln{:f the milk
of human nature in his composttion, ought to
thank me for thltdpamphiet onhtho t;“h of intem-
perante.” I would suggest to bim simgoﬂmn
ing “The Whiskey Looking glass™ in the
morning and the Bible in the evening, as the one
would be just a8 essential to his temporal happiness

+a8 the other would be to his spiritual welfare.

Talk sbont tresson indeed! You, Sir, have box-
ed both the moral and political compass oftener
than comports with either decency or patriotism, and
to-day the highest-price umder the hammer for which *
either could be sold, would be a bottle of bad
whiskey. )

“The junior Editor of the Confaierats sharea
with the*able senior Editor the duties, responsibili-

‘tiea,"” &c. No doubt, Mr. Junior, for you and the

“able Senior " are both’ going it bare back upon the -
nag of infamy, and the world will be the better of

'it, when you get through your journey. You, Sir,

are such a pigmy of fosignificance and contempt,
that were you removed off the ‘stage of existence,
your prescnce would not be missed on earth nor
ized in eternity. * J. T. LEACH.
March 28, 1864

- For the Standard.
Pablic Meeting in Harnett County.

At  Jarge and respectablg meeting of the citizens
of upper Little River District, Harnett County, held
at Pineville, on Tuesday, 23d of February, 1864, on
motion of James 8. Harrington, Esq., Capt. James
M. Tarner was called to the Chair, and John McL.
Harrington requested to act as Secretary. .

The Chairman in & few brief remarks explained
the object of the meeting, when on motion the
Chair appointed 2 commitiee of five to draft resolu-
tions for the action of the meeting, when the fol-
lowing gentlemen were appointed: James 3. Har-
rington, ,John M. Morrison, Esq., Henry Stew-
art, Esq., Henry Faucette and Rev. Daniel McNeill
On mation the Chairman and Sécretary were added
to the number. The Committee then retired, and
after a short timeretarned and through their Chair-
man, James S. Harrington, Esq., introduced the
following preamble and resolutions: j

Wunereas, The Constitution both of the State
and of the Confederate States does guarantee to the
common citizen the risht to peaceably assemble’
themselves together and consult for the common
goed, and to appeal to their representatives fcr a
redress of grievances, whenever such grievances in
their opinion does exist; and whereas, in our opin-
ion grievances to an alarming extent doth at this
time exist: Therefore be it -

Resoloed, That this is a crucl, unchristian and
uncalled for war; that it has lasted long enough to
salisfy every thinking, fair-minded man; that it
cannot be settled by the sword alune, and that we_
belieye it to be the duty of all good citizens to meet
and consult, and see if something cannot be done
that will settle our national difficulty with bonor
and satisfaction to the South.

That we believe in, the time;honored
republican doctrine tigat the will of L& Fe_qple_
“ghould bethe law of the Tand, and with senli-
ment settled on our minds, we do most earnestly
appeal to His Excellency, Gov. Z. B. Vance, to
convene the Legislature at an early day for the
purpose of submitting to the people the guestion of
Convention or no Cenvention, that the public mind
may be fully ascertained on that subject.

Resoleed, That a Convention called by the peo-

“ple could and would do much towsrd the settle-

ment of the difficulties under which our beloved
country is now laboring, and that we are in favor
of a Convention of all the States in the Confederacy
for the purpose of making some propositions to the
Notthern Government for a lasting and an honora-
ble peace to both sections of our once united but
now divided and ruined nation, ;
Resolved, That we believe it to be the boun-
-den duty of the representative in all cases to be
governed by the will of those whom' he represents,
and, theretfore, we will not supportany man for any
office, either' State or Confederate, who will not
pledge himself o be governed by that will when
made known to him through any proper channel.
Resolved, That we highly approve of the course
taken by his Excellency, and his firmness manifes-
ted in sustaining the Judiciary in North Carolina
against the nnprecedented stretches of the military
over the civil law in our beloved Siate, and that we
pledge ourselves to sustain him in all such positions
taken by him, and looking to bim as our great.poli-
tical bead, we hope he will maintain the civil law,
of North Oarolina at all bazards agsinst any and all
encroachments, come from whence it may. !
Resolved, That we approve of the proposition
made by the Conservauve citizens of Jubnsiod
Cotaty to call & mass meeting of the conservalive
citizens of the State sometime in April or May, sod
we moat Tespecifully suggest early in April, as we
believe it will so plainly show the state of public
feeling in North Carolina ss to satisly any doubting,

mind on that ubject, and may enable our rulers to

of conduct secordingly.

qh.ﬁa?-:: O?ruh':: we regard W, W. hl!o!deu; as

great champion of the- people’s rights, and as
23 and loyal .p I;:itize:el as thubS:mfther:iscmda&

) ind we believe but for

e to both Government and sol-
diers in the field, our armies would not have been
what they now are in point of numerical force, aod
we do pledge ourselves that as long as his political
conduct justifies these opinions in us, to sustain,
protect and defend him; and we also feel under ma-
ny obligations to the editor of the Raleigh Progress
for the manly and proper conrse he has takenin

- this our great struggle for personal and political

liberty. )
Resolred, That a of these resolautions be
sent to his Excellency, . Vance, with the hopes

that they meet his spproval, and that = copy be
gent to t{xe editor of ths Raleigh Standard and the
Daily-Progress for publication, with the request

that all the papers in the State friendly to thecause ¥knee, how they

publish them. a
On motion, the meeting adjourned. .
- JAMES M. TURNER, Chm'd.
* Jomx McL. Hagrixaron, Sec'y. -

reox Ma. VarLaspicuax—RsraniaTion
Apvisen.—The following letter froa Mr. Vallandig-
bam is published : = Z
. Wovnsor, O, W., March 7, 1864

Massrs, Hubbard & Drothers, Dayton, Ghio :
Gixrieuen—I read several daysago the telegraph-
ic sonouncement of the “riddling” of the Empire

_offiice_by “lurloughed soldiers.”™ [ offer yoia no

sympathy, for that will avail nothing now or here-
after. 1 do express to your my prolound regret thet
you were not prepared to inflict on the apos, and in
the midst of the asssult, the cbmplete punishment
which the assailants deserved; bat I am gratified to
leara that some of them did soon after receive their
deserta.  But these ﬂﬁ;‘;m capnot always be
guarded against. ¥ do mot primarily come
from the “soldiers.” There is, therefore, but one |
reun{lg“for pait and preventive of future injuries;
and is, instant, sammary.and-smple reprisals
g{::thgmmmdpmmydthomnulme,
whao, by language and conduct, are slwaya ineiting
to these outrages. No legal or military punishment
1 the immediate instraments,
Retalintion, therelore, is the only and the rightfnl
remedy in times like thess. I speak advisedly, and
reccrramend it in all casce hepeafter. It is of no
av*'. to announce the falsehood that ‘*both partres
e lemn it,” after she destruttion has been consum-

| uvs; our delight in times of

" for our fool

| #aid the Governor, that

mated. 'The time has gone by for obédience with-
out protection.. I spesk decided langunge ; but the
continyed recarréneapof these outrages—frequently
attended with mondler, and always withous redress
—demends it. They must be stopped, let the con-
sequences be what they may. Repriepls in sach
cases &te now the enly way left for a return to law
and order, - C.-L. VALLANDIGHAM.

Then and Now.

Estract from the Message of Gov. Vance, to. the
Gendral Assembly of North-Carolina, jaunba'
16¢A, 1862 - Z
* ] have not seen an oﬂdﬂwq&ﬂm but
learn from the newspapera that : con-
ferred upon the President the power to suspend-the
writ of corpus in all cases of arrests made
by Confederate suthority. If this be once admitted,
no man is eafe frow the power of one individual
He could at pleasure, seize any citisen of the State
with or without excuse; throw him into prison and
permit him to languish there” without relief—a

wer that I am uowilling to see entrujted to any
E:i man. . To submit to its exercise wogld in my
opinion be establishing a precedent daggerovs and
pernicious’ in the extreme. Among & people 5o
united and faithful to their cause-as ours, where
disloyalty is the rare and solitary exception to the
general rale, I can see but little good, but a vast
tide of inflowing evil from these inordinate stretches
of military power which are fast d ng o8
equally with ogr northern enemiea. A Repub-
lic that must needs cast off its freedom In every
time of trouble, will goon cast it off forever. Free-
dom cannot be embraced to-day and spurned to-
morrow : a steadfast and constant worship can alone,
gecure her countless blminﬁa. Her chogen instru-
ments—the Constitution and the laws—wére made
the sure covenant of her everlasting residencg among
and prosperity,

and our guide and shield in the day of trouble and
calamity. Now, if ever, is the time when we should
abide strictly by their stern decrees, walk up-
rightly in the narrow path tbejy have ked out
We should, least of all, forpake

the helm and the compass.when the vessel is driven
by the tempest, and clouds and darkness. obscure

" the way.”

Ertract from Gov. Vauce's, Wilkesborough Speeoh,
delivered *February 22d, 1864

“There.is talk of the writ of kabeas sorpus be-
ing suspended in the Southern States. | understand
it bas already been suspended by Congress; but
the suspension of this writ may not be in contraven-
ion of the Constitation; for the courts bhave-de
cided that Congress can suspend the writ within
certain limits, * * I regret to see the suspen-
sion of the writ. It-is evidence of wrong existing
somewhere—either of a desire upon the partof the
government to assume more authority than belongs
to it, or of a state of affaita”in some parts of the
country that arguesil. But in the name of-com-
mon sense, if we are a law abiding people, if we
regard the iling's name as 8 tower of rtrength, we
must not make a commotion be:ause a law has been
-enacted which eur jurists snnounce as within the
liwnits of the Constitution of the country , we
have sworn-to support. We ought to be. to
stand up to our own Constitution and our owhiawa.”

Speciliem of Gubernatorial Literature.
Ertracts fn;m Gov. Vance's Wilkesborough specch.

“FeLLow-Crrizess, LADIES anp Gexruemen i—I
do not know how it is possible for me to maks my-
self heard by this large audience, unless I adopt thi
plan of the one armed soldier who could not hug his
sweetheart all the way aroand, and s0 was forced to
chalk the distance he could reach on one side, and
then turn and hug as far on the other.

* - * * * * 5

“You will pardon me for & funny illustra )

so serioms a subject, but I am somewhat like the old

lady, who, in company with her ‘old man’ used to

visit & country store ke one Major Smith, (as
there are no Majors Mp&“bym in this .
there is no danger of identifying him:) The Major
kept some fine samples of wet goods in the cellar,
to which'he treated his customery before displaying
his dry:googs up

that & maam

goods and groceries. (Laughter.) And the afere-
said old couple were about the. best custemers he
had. On one occasion, after repeatedly going up
and down stairs, they got in such a good humor,
itbat.when they started home the Major could barely
lift them on the saddle—the old lady behind in the
good ol fashioned style. She was in ecstacies with
the Major, He was “‘the finest storekeeper she
ever see in all her born days. Bless that Major,
what nice samples he does put up to be sure, and
how he sweetens!” Gripping the old man with
one hand and gesticulating with the other, she pro-
ceeded 0 expatiate on the Major's charming quali-
ties, until they came to a branch, up the opposite
bauk of which the old man mansged to ride, while
the old lady unconciously slmd off quietly into
the streans. The old fellow some dislance be-
fore he discovered he had lost sometbing, and rode
back to the stream when he ascertained what it was.
There she lay in the branch, fat on her back, and

| had damned up the water until it had just begun' to

run into the corners of her mouth. She imagined
ghe was in the dellar, talking to the Major, and
v gampling.” Rolling her eyes, pursing up: ber
mouth, she would say every now and then, “not
any more | thank you Major, not another drap

, Major, unless it is swoelened.” (Continued laugh-

ter ) Just so with your humble servant in regard
to secession: Not another drap Major, if you
sweetened or not sweéetemed . (Laughter and ap-
plause.) = =
* L * L *
“You know when Seint Paul went to the city of

‘Ephesus and announced the trae God, he raised

guile a row with Demetrius ‘and the rest of the

arusts in the place, who hag been sccustomed to

make their living by manufacturing shrizes for the
(Goddess Diana; and they were abont-to messacre

Saiiit Paul for his interference with their profits.

At the height of the excitement which was about to
break out into actual hostilities, there appearsd
among them a4 fellow, the town clerk, whose name
is not given, (and I regret the omission, for I think
he was the smartest uninspired mun mentioned in
Seripture,) who got upon the cour! Aouss sieps or
[ mmmpn an smkﬂ ‘0 thd' I-mph" .
Extract from a speech delivered in Richmond, Va.
by Gov. William Smith, March 16th, 1864
""Thp:ﬁhvmor then referred to lt;_be O%nbstitnte-
princi who had been requiréd by Cobgress to
report for duty. I know, he said, (sddressing the
soldiers,) what & frolic you will have over them

-‘when they arrive in camp. (Laughter.) You will

put thein through. (Renewed merriment.) The
Governer told his hearers that he wanted them to
win new laurels, and then, at the close of thé war,
when they returned home perhaps with a legor an
arm gone, tHey would talk to the * old woman,” and
tell the children, who wauld clamber around their
] had put it to the Yankees Lere, or
put it to them there. (Laughter.) They tell me,
h am gelting old, but where

there is a Yankee or & woman to be met, .l wish it
::r b:)tl.ndll‘ﬂl’.ood that Tam only twenty five. (Laogh-

[From the Bwsndard of Decomber 22d, 1868.]
Provie ror reE Sopress’ Fammies.—We wil)

soon be in the midst of a cheerless winter, and the |

families of our brave defenders will suffer from its
rigors in various ways. They will want bread, and
meat, and clothing; and- firewood. Those who
formerly W"‘:ﬁd ese things Tor. them are either
In camps, or in the hospitals, or disaMed b wmm:l'
or in their graves. ‘Bhe tithing law -hici{ talies

the farmers have to spare, and the impressment law
which demands more still, will render it exceeding-

ly hard for those who have made little or nothing,

* Bat, by the b of God and the
mnehuhue, Mmmoqh&om

% he knew, a3 ywﬁ

he can buy two or three counties, to say nothing of

——

certainly time to take steps to cloge it Donorably,
for, deyoted as we are to this peculiar institution, j;
«cannot be insisted that 1t shnil stand in the way of
of the existence of the white race. It is to thes
terest of the slaveholder to aftend to the wants [
his needy neiglibors. * If he refuses to do so, wh
er from a spint of indifference or the promptings
avarice, he will “sow to the wind and reap
whirlwind.”

We learn that Dr. J. T, Leach, of Johnston
ty, the member elect to Congress, sent his 0
bands last winter, and is doing-s0 this winter
the houses of the families of uj

heav

of cutting it themsclves in the sleet lndyanq.
and earrying ' it long distances on thejr hips yq
shoulders. This is practical patriotism. True b,
nevolence is always thoufhtfql. Who willNimityy,
Dr. Leach’s example? Every slaveholder will doj; |
who hass heart in his bosom, '
preciates the condition of the families of those
m who are stzking Mpng:ic our defence—.

your negro men, or negro

their conditon may require,sad cat downthe ot
and cot it up near hooses, 8o that théy e
bave a supply in the dead of wintet, Do thig, yq
spare them besides what yon can of meat, and

and clothing, and the God of m&lwﬂl bless yoq,
and many a noble-bearted soldier will thank you f
it as long as he lives—and'if be should die in bay,
or in the hospital, 1t will be a consolation to him i
his last moments to remember that he leaves b
Enily among those who will think of and provid,

bravy

THE TAX BILL.
AN ACT TO LAY ADDITIONAL TAXES FOR THE COMMoy

. nﬂicﬁ‘ “C'];n BUPPORT ;:ﬁs: M:dm_ .

ec. 1. gress o Oonfaderuls Statn
of Amerion do enact, That in addition to the taxe
levied-by the “sct to Jay taxes for the common
defence and o carry on the govesnment of the Con-
federato States,” spproved 24th of April, 1863,
there shall be levied from the psssage of thisact
on the of taxation hereafter menti
| sod collected from every person, copartnership; as.
seciation or corporatien, liable therefor, tagts as
“follows, to wit: =~ i S

L. Upon the value of property, real, personal
mixed, of every kind and. description, not herein.
after exempted, or taxed at a different rate, five per
cent. Provided, That from this tax on thewsalus
of- property, employed in agriculture, shall be de-
ducted the value of the tax in kind delivered thefe.
from, as assessed onder the law imposing it, and
delivered 10 the government. Provided, ,That no
eredit shall be allowed beyond five per cent.

1L On the value-of gold and rilver wares and
plate, jewels, jewelry, and watches, ten pér cent.

L. The value of property taxed under this sec-
tion shall be aseedsed on' the basis of the market
value of the same, or similar property in the neigh-
borhood where assessed in the year 1860, éxcept in
cases where land, slaves, cotton or tobacco Lu
been purchased since the 1st day of January, 1863,
in which case the said )and, slaves, eotton and to-

80 purchased, shall be assessed at the price
actually paid for the same ty the ewner.

Sec. 2. On the value of all shares of interests
held in any bank, baoking company or ##&ociation,
canni, navigation, importing, exporting, Thsurance,
manufacturing, telegraph, express, railroad and dry
dock companies and all othér joint stock companies
of every kind, whether incorporated or not, five
per ceat, - -

shall be assessed upon the basis of the marketvalus
.of such property in the*neighborhood Where as-

in such currency as may be in general use
there, in the purchase and sale of such property, at

.| the time of assessment.

Sec. 8. Upon the amount of all gold and silver

| coin, gold dust, gold or silver bullion, whether held

by the banks or other corporations or individuals,
five per cent ; and upon all moneys held abroad, or
upon the amount of all bills of exchange, drawn

-such tax upon money sbroad to be assessed and
collected according to the value thereof at the place
whers the tax is paid.

: 8
of ‘Al bank bile. ‘and ol
rehey, exclusive.of non-interest bearing Confederate
treasury notes, and not employed in a

business, the incodd. deriv m which I8 taxed
five per cent

of all folvent credits, and

as follows: . .

L On all profits’ made by buying and -selling
spirituous liquors, flour, wheat, eom,hriag SOgar,
molgsses or syrup, salt, bacon, pork, hogs, beef or
beef cattle, sheep, oats. hay, fodder, raw hides,
leather, horses, mules, boots, shoes, cotton yarns,
wool, woollen, cotton or mixed cloths, hats, wagons,
harness, coal, fron, steel or nails, at an
tween the first of January, 1808, and first of
January, 1885, ten per cent. in addition to the
on such profits as income under the “act tolay
taxes for common defence, and carry on the Gov-
ernment of the Confedorate Statea,” Jpprovéd April

1868, . :

L. On all profits made by buying- and selling
money, gold, silver, foreign exchange, stocks, notes,
debts, credits, or obligations of any kind, and sny
merchandise, property or effects of any kind, not
enumerated in the preceding paragraph, betwesn
the times named therein, ten pe- cent., in addition

aforesaid.

1IL O=n the amount of profits exceeding twenty-
five per cent., made during either of the years 1868

" and 1864; by any bank or banking company, 1nsu-

rance, canal, navigation, im

rting and exporting,
telegraph, express, rail

manufacturing, dry

tion, whether incorporated or not, twenty-five per
cent on such excess.

Sec. 5. The following exemptirns from taxation
under this act shall be allowed, to wit :

I. Property of each head of a family to the value-
of Bive hundred dollars; and for each minor child.
of the famiy to the further value of one hundred
dollars ; and for esch son actually engaged in the
army or navy, or,who has died or been killed in the
military or naval'service, and who was & memoer
the family when he entered the service, to the fur-
ther value of five hundred dollars.

sailor or marine, who may have died or been killed
‘in the military or naval service, or where there is
no widow, then of the family, beingminor children,
to the value of one thousand dollars. 1

marine, actually engaged jn the. military or naval
gerviee, or of such as have been disabled in such
service, to the value of one thousand dollars, provi-
ded, that the :tme exemptions shnll.n?;] nppigq %3
any person whose . exglusive of house
furnitare, shall be mn a value exceeding one
thousand gdollars.

destroyed by the enemy, of the owner thereof has
been témporarily deprived of the use or occupancy
thereof, or of the means of cultivating the same, by
reason of the pregence .or proximity of the enem},
the assessment on Such property may be reduced,

er, or the {ax assessed thereon may be reduced i
the same ratio by the district collector, on satisfac-
tory evidence submitted to him by the ownerof

Sec. 6. That the taxes on property laid for the
year 1864 shall be assessed as on tht day of the
of thisact, and be due and collected on
the firdt day of June neat, or as soon after as pri
ticable, allowing an extension of .ninety days west
of the Missigsippi river. The additional taxes o0
incomes or profits for the year 1863, Jevied by this
uct, shall be aseessed “and “collected forthwith ; s0d
the taxes on incomes or profits for the year 1664
shall be assessed and collected according to the pro-
visions of the tax and assessment acts of 1868.
Sec. 7. 80 much of the tax act of the 24th dsy of

ia | April, 1863, as lewies a tax on incomes derived from

property-or effcts on the amount or value of which
8 tax is Jevied by this act, snd also the first sectio®
of said act, are suspended for the year 1864, and 0¢
eatimated rent, hire, or interest on property o
credits herein taxed ad valorem, shall be sssessed
or taxed as incomes, under the tax act of 1863.
Sec. 8. That the tax im by this act on bond
of the Confederate States heretofore issued, sball i
0o case exceed the ntersst on the #ame, and 50
bonds when held by or for minors or lnmtiu.lhln
be exemipt from the tax in all cases where the int®™

eston the same shall not exceed ong thouisand dolla™

and who properly g,

The value of property taxed under this seetion I

other papers issued as cur-

to the tax on such profits as intome, under theact

dook, or other joint stock company ofany descrip-

1L Property of the widow of any officer, soldier, -,

IIL. Property of every officer, soldier, sailor or |

o
i
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therefor on foreign countries, a tax of five per cent.; ~

Sec. 4 Upon profits made in trade and business, -

time be-

.‘i
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1V. That- where property has been injured or -

in propurtion to the damage sustained by the own- - ¢
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