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CORRESPONDENCE.

Iovse or Codaoxs, Dec. 6, 1804
<8 F Phillirs, Faq : —
Dear Suz:—Your friends wre anxious to gee the

tgubstance of ynar speech to day in priat, and the
v holesoine truths it contained disseminared among

Please farnish us with a full report of it at as
early a day as your convenience will ullow.
Very respeetfully, &

. M CARTER,
A. C. COWLES,
EUGENE GRISSOW,
THOS A. ALLISOY,
1 S. DONNELL,
DAN'T. G. FOWLE,
M. McUEIfRE.

Waver o Convoxs, 6th Dac., 1864,
ol Curler and viliers:
GrxrLruan:—I will comply with your request
within a day or Lwo. ) .
Thunking you for the compliment you have paid
-+, aud wishing the speech were more worthy of
[ am, very truly,
Your friend and servant,
S. F. PHILLIPS.

SPEECH OF SANUEL F. PHILLIPS, ESQ.,
05, ORANGE, .

2 the Tlouse of Commans of Novlh-Caro-
lina, Tuesday December 6th, 1864, on
the subjvet of Impressments.

M. Serakeri—

Recent ocenrrences in the county of
Orange have seggested to me the propriety
of introducing the resolutions which have
I do not mean to say that
Drange has snifered more from the action
of agents for ilnpressments than the other
caunties of the State,but the recency of
that action ainongz n
ed it proper that
tion of the Legislature to it.

"The preamile to those resolutions as-
g3ty traths which no intelligent gentle-
wan upon this floor, whether luwyer or
1 shall wot trouble the
TTeuse with an argnment upon them. The
first of the resolnrions which tollow, makes
allsgations which, if true, are palpable
vielatiogs of the rizhts asserted in the pre-
amble. The only question which arises |
upon that resolution is as to its trath.—
And, upon this qnestion, [ might perhaps
1 ke a witness ot every gentleman upon
this floor. For T can hardly doubt that
eviry ona here las been so far personally
eozmizant of facts moing to establish this
point that he might be ealled as a witness
tu establish it before a conrt and jury.

“Within the last two wesks an agent of
tha Uonfederate States bes impressed in
tliy eounty of Orange 6O horses and
riales atan averaze price, as I was inform-
el by an oflicer of the grvernment en-
grared in the transaction, of abont $700
vach. T enquired of the saize gentleman
wihat was the average market value of the
asnimals thna taken, and was amswered “at
[t appears, then, that
by this single eperation, the Confederate
States’ government has foreibly seized for
its own use more than §300,080 worth of
property ; and left in the bends of its own-
ers little seraps of brown paper, promising
pay at same indefinite period about
§100,0001 In simple language, it is a
transaction by which that governiment has
possessed itself of $200,U00 warth of prap-
erty withont paying a single dollar of
equivalent! _ It has, by its ajgents, acting
nnder a regnlarly arganized eystem, rod-
bed certain persons whom those agents |
haco seleeted within the conmty referred
to, of $200,000, The county which I
hava the honor, in part, to represent in
this [louse, mikes up a Senatorial distriet,
and contaims about onc fiftieth of- the
properry in the State.
pressiaent agents the justice to suppose
tleat they have been impartial in their vis-
its ta-the various sections of the State, the
lionse will see that they have in the itemn
of horses and mules robbed the State of
some $10,000,000 worth ef property.
mean to say that in the name and nnder
the machinery oi the Confederate govern-
ment, they have overawed certain citizens
of North-Carolina into delivering to that
government property worth $15,000,000,
at a nominal price of $5,080,000. This
action eomes fully up tomy eonception
of theidea contained n the word robbery.

If tire.action which has recently taken
place in Orange county were the conse-
queace of the presnmption of a subordi-
rovernment, 1t were
mars easily tolerated than now. Orif it
arosa from the occasionally irregular work-
ing of the machinery of that government
it might be better borne. That it i3 part
of the settled policy of the Confederate
States,and the regnlar and intended effect of
certain acts of Congress isthat which gives
this action its peculiar nnpleasantness, and
makes it the more imperative for this Leg-
islatare to utter its remonstrance and pro-
When wrong is done under the col-

or of law, it becomnes most dungerous.

1 held in my hand a pamphlet contain-
ing the *General Orders” issned to the
army from Richmond, from whieh it ap-
pears that this snhject of impressment has -
occupied the attention of the government
for several years Asearly as the month
ot June, 1862, an order was issued regnla-
ting thissnbject. Some mouths afterwards
it anpears by another order that great comn-
plaints had beea made to the governipent
in relation to it. The complaints compell-
e Congross, about the month of April,«
1863, to pass an act upon the subject, &
great part of which is still in force. - That
net provides that where officers impress
property that ia in the hands of its produ-
cer, two referees (with liberty to select an
unj.ire) shall be chosen by the oflicer and
the awner respectively, and they shall set- .
tle the price {o be paid ; where the prop- .
erty 1s not in the hands of the prodccer,

_ lm't of a man who holds it for sale, the

prics to be paid by government shsll be -
regulated by the sechedule prices fixed by
the Commissioners gppointed for making

This ditferenee between the

prodiicer and the other classes was main- &

iained, however, for hut a few days, as
refore the 1st of May,
1atip all cases of impress-

] ing oflieer might endorse

troval “.hé'_“lf'] of the referces his disap- 1

provith, Wherenpop an - appeal wonld lie

jnst been read.

constituents render-
iould eall the atten-

not, will deny.

¢
1
]
i

least $2,100 each.”

Deing these im-

nate agent of the

rhe schedule.

another aet, phssed |
1363, provided ¢
mant the im]‘li'(}-?.s

to the Commissioners upon schedule prices.
As these persons huPo slready appraised
property of the sort in .dispnte, it is"clerr
| that the practical operation of these laws

schedule prices. . Fur instance, in the ease
of a horse, the owner miny always be sure
that if he choose to make ever so mich
opposition it will resalt in his getting only
the price of one or another of the classes un-
der the schedule. A paper now 1o
liand, being a warning’ to s gentle-
man in Orange that the government agent
wished to buy n horse, makes this evi-
dent, for the preposal made by him is ex-
pressly to buy it at schedule prices, the
penalty being an hpressment. Of course
such au ofiicer would never approve an
award by referees giving a greater price.
[le would appeal until he brought it
where it was certain that none but sched-
ule prices would be given. So well, in-
deed, is this understood, that, as [ was in-
formed, the reforees at Ilillsboro’ eontined
themselves to assigning the horses to one
or another of the classes in the last sched-
nle. And, as might well have been an-
ticipated, in the whole assembly of irri-
tated and ontraged citizens, no one took
aa appeal. '

In discussing this matter I am rot to be
cheated with words.
them ipto the substance of this transac-
tion ; and I gather the intention of govern-
ment from the uniform action of its agents
throngh a period of years, and after its at-
tention has confessedly ggain and again
been called to the subjeet. What was
done in my own ‘county in November,
1564, has been done (aad often in a much
more galling manner) in other counties and
pther States, in the Spring and Fall of
1862-~in the Spring and Fall of 1863, and in
the Spring and Fall of 1864 ; and that which
has:been cited in regard to horses, has been
done time and again in regard to wheat,
corn, cattle and many other articles of
jwoperty. I am not then to be abused by
having pointed to my attention that the
act of Jongress provides in terms for a
*just compeusation.,” I reply that the
act, after using these smooth words, in-
augurates a system of proceedings which
never has given the citizens that comnpan-
sation of which it speaks. It.of pnr-
pose keeps the word of promise to the ear,
and breanks it to the hope. Thronghout
the whole State, and so fur as I am intorm-
ed throughcut the whole conntry, its oper-
ation Las been uniform. It caunot be
that such uniturinity of action amoung many
different persons who have no opportunity
for consultation, has not beea tﬁctntetl by
the commen source of their anovintment —
I mean the government. Mr. Mennnin-
ger and Mr. Trenholn, who have tried
one wild experiement after another upon
the enrrency, make use of these comuis-
sioners of schedule prices in the conrse of
these experiments; and the instrucions
under which they act-are to depress
prices to a standard in accordance with
sume flighty notion these gentlemen en-
tertain as to the value of Confederare
Treasury notes. They are making their
experiments al the expense of those per-
sons whose property they imnpress. UP n
what show of propriety is this done? If
th2 currency have depreciated becanse it
is too abundant, experiments to raise its
value shounld be tried at the general ex-
ense of the whole conntry. The method
)y which those experimnents are to be
made is taxation. No coustitational prin-
ciple can be inore axiomatic than this, The
constitution prohibits all sech trifling with
private rights under the head of impress-
wents, by stipulating on behalf of the
citizons for a ** just comnpensation.” What
an outrage, then, npon that coustitution, is
it for the Confederate Guvernment to
sngeest to its comunissioners &s part of
their duty in fixing impressment prices,
to cons.ilt other influences thun the gen-
oral market value of an article! What a
mixtare of absurdity and grievous oppres-
sion is it to make private persons whose
property is tuken by government, contri-

establishing a state of things, the benefits
of which belong to the public in general |
Our indignation would rise all the higher
did we fully appreciate the fancifulness
and the eccentricity displayed in those ex-
periments. The variety of their plans,
and the solemn conaure which one philoso-
pher passes upon the unsaccessful experi-
ments of his predecessor, carry the
metnory back to the age of the alchemists,
and their marvellous endeavors to trans-
mute the baser metalsinto gold. DBatitis
not necessary in this argument to insist
npon that—it is mnost plain that even if
these experiments resnlted in success, they
shonld be made at the expeuse of the
whole comnunity.

I am not understood' as denying'to the
government the right to seize private
property whenever needed for its use.
It has a perfeet right to do so. The point
upon which I have insisted is that it nust
pay just compensation therefor. It must
pay, for such property, all that a private
person would have to pay for it. The
government has only one advantage in
siuch matter over the ecitizen who wishes
to buy. It ean compel a sale. Bat it
cannot force upon the owner a less price
than his neighbors wounld have given, had
he been dispused to sell.

I iasist that the Confederate States can-
not practice faza’ion under the name of
impressment. This they have becn do-
ing repeatedly ; and thereby have broken
their constitutiond? obligations not ouly
upon tlie subjoct of a just compensation,
but also upon that whicih apportions taxa-
tion. In the ease whien I have referred
to in Orange eonaty, if the government
had levied a tax upon the owners of the
property taken to the amonnt of $224,000,
they conld have sold the property that was
impressed, paid the tax, and upon that re-
taied in their pockets in eash the amount
of money for which they have now a gov-
ernment promise to pay whenevar the Se-
cretary of fhe Tregaury shall thinkit s good
Jinancial expedient to issue the metes re-

uired for the parpose. Looking, then,
tbrough words to things, e have before
us & most unconstitutional and flagran
oppressive tax levied npon esrtain peop
in the county of Oran n uneonsiiiu-
tional and flagrantly oppressivetaz ! which

a3 been levied time and mgain in regdrd

in cither case is to give the owucr only |

I press throngh-

bute far above their proportion towards

to various articles of proEerty wpon citi-
gms throughont most of the counties of the
tate. g =

It is not proper that tho representatives
of tho puoH‘)us_ view these things in si-
lence. - After 1dore than two years have

pussed since the inauguration of the sys-

tewn, surely it is not Zoo soon for the Leg-

islatnre of North-Carolina to express its
opinion of itin plain and vigorous lan-
guage. This mstter of the security of pri-

vato property from the touch of govern-

ment 8 & point of Aonor in the peculiar
civil lihertﬁr which we inherit from our an-
cestors in England and apon this continent.
Far back in English history, and from the
very beginning of our own history, this has
been considered a point of vital impor-
tance. We shall be recreant to our great
public privileges, if we do not braund the
assanlt which is now making upon this,
their very point of honor, in that free lan-
guage which it is our right and duty to
employ. Jobn Hampden resisted the
whole power of the English government in
the case of Ship Money, when the assess-

ment was only a matter of twenty shillings,

and at that less than his ratable share of the

tax, supposing thatit were logal. For that
he has become immortal with us. In this

State the government has as yet met with

no lawful vesistance of these demands.—
This sequiescenee is not npon the score of

patriotism, for the people are indignant at
_the oppression. I know in my own coun-
ty of gentlemen of most approved patribt-

ism, whose eyes flashed fire at the thought

of what had been done. It isidle to talk
of a free people loving a government which
.robs them of their property. The Conted-
erate government has only to persist in
this course towards Southern men, and it
will surely lose every vestige of their af-
fection. They wounld be unworthy of their
lineage and of their educatiam if it were
otherwice. They must forget many of the
martyrsof their former liberty ; they must
beeome cold to many of the most tonch-
ing incidents in the history of their race,
before they cease instinctively to turn up-
on auy organization of power that trifles
with their private property.

As to the character of the remedy pos-
sessed by the' people in cases of nuconstitu-
tional impressments by governinent direct-

ly for itself, 1 observe some difference of

opinion between two of the ablest lawyers
this continent has produced. Chancellor
Kent regards it as the right and the duty
of the citizen to enjoin the government;

Chief Justice Ruffin regards such injunc- |f
tion impracticable, and says that tho daty of

Coungress to give just compensation for pro-

perty impressed is of that elass of powers

which the judiciary cannot enforce, but

which must be left” to the anderstanding

and conscience of Congress. I submit to
the Honse that whichever opinion shall be
considered law, the Legislature is impe-
ratively ealled npon for action, at least like
that presented by the resolutions.

If it he that a
has been impresse

thing it is that in the midst of a spirited
people, indignant at a notorious vivlation
of their rights—a repeated violation in suh-
stantial respects—no one las been found to
_apply for this remedy! To what shall we
“attribute thisinaction ¢ 1 know of but one
explanation ; and that is, despair of suc-
cessfully eontending with the government,
or the apprehension that if they succeed
{hiey may draw down npon themselves the
10alice of the myriad of officials that swarm
i this land, and whoso wrath would
peoduce effcets greatly overbalancing their
guin by the litigation. Ior the rest, they
reinember that they have appealed to the
Coutederate goverument time and again

witliont result, or if with result, the result
of readering the system of impressment

more rigid and severe. If this apathy and

sullen despair have taken possession of our

eople, let the voice of this Legislature go
_forth lilze the blast of a trumpet to arouse
aund res:sure them. Let it be to them what
the exawple of Hampden was 1o the thou-
sands of 1rue Englishmen who had sabmit-
ted to the ship money taz—a pois for
them to rally around! Hampden did not
inquire waether he would offend the
menials of soyal power ahout the year

1630 ; if there be such fear in North-Car-

olina in 1864, having for its object the sub-
ordinates of -tho Contfederate government,
let us do what we may for its dissipation.

Civil liberty is no weed springing spon-

taneously from il in favored regions.

Its bright, consmainimate flower is the resnlt
If it

of many ages of attention and skill.
be not cultivated it will surely degenerate,
and come to nothing.  Upon any appear-

ance of its decay in North-Carolina, it be-
comes g, who are in great mieasure its
custodians here, at least to tend and water

that fair plant whose beanty has heen
derived froifthe care and wisdom of those
who have preceded us.

If, however, it he acce[ﬁled that the eiti-
zen has no remedy in the process of the
Courts, the remedy which this Legislatare

can give by a firm protest, to be followed,
if disregarded, by such action as will en-
force oggdiance to its wishes, is all that is
left to our constitnents. I-have already
said that the Uonfederate government has
published record evidence that it pays lit-
tle attention to the complaints of the citi-
zens upon this topic. We will not refer
them to that again. We will speak our
own mind wpon the subject, and we
will take care that it shall be respected.
North-Carolina’s wisdom in all iatters
pertaining to this war has been too well
ascertained for any solemn words of hers
to fall unheeded wpon the * understand-
ing and conscience” of the government.
8he las proved herself to be wise in
council, and resolute in.the field. What

she says in behalf of the rights of her

people will be heeded.

Tﬂera is another topie in connection with
this general 3neatio'n which deserves a no-
tice. Some days ago this House was star-
tled by the annoancement of the Pablie
Treasurer that he wounld require some
$6,000,000 to defray the expenses of the
cartent year. The idéa of imposing s
tax upon the péople fourfold greater ':fm.n
that of the last year, wasfrightful. It was
well calenlated to awmaze legislators accus-
tomed to the arithmetic of former years.
Yet wao see in the instance before us, the

Confederate government snatching from

‘the State.

rson whose property.
! has this remedy of in-
Junetion, let ns consider how signiticant a

.70

 tver, 9; John R.

we consider the ambun £p
thus seized, wel.m 1 ri gpst
the serious dimingtion whicl ha¥ be
casioned in the means of the people to sup-
port their State government. is very

at

action of the Confederate States goes far -

to incresse the discredit of the securitios of
If the Confederate government
had paid &  justcompensation ” only to the
owners of horses
that property as it has impressed, there

would Tiave béen more thau a snfliciendy

of additional means among ns to pay the
demands upon the State treasury during

the next year.

discuesing the merits of the other resolu-

tions which 1 have introduced. Whilst

indignant upon this snbject of impress-
ment, I thought it a proper  occasion for
the State toshow itself not unobservant of,
and not satisfied with the general course of

legislation in Congress upon other matters .
Among these

connected with our liberty.
1 would specify particularly the suspen-
gion of the writof Aabeas corpus ; the cry
for details, instead of exemptions; and
the scheme of placing armed
army. It may be said that the Confeder-
ate Btates onght not to be cénsured in the
two latter respects, as it has not yet adopt-
ed either policy. Isubmit that we will

not act prematurely in censuring projects

which have already received the approba-

tion, at least contingent and qualified, of

the head of the goverment. I nnderstand
that large armies freqnently make their
advances upon the position of the enemy
by degrees. One corps moves forward
and takes its position; apd then another
makes a eorresponding movement, and
the ‘movement of the whole is an aggre-

gate of the movements of each depart-
ment. It seems enongh to me te detect a
movement against our rights by one part

of the government. Thatis the proper
time for objection and opposition to the
direction and character of* the movement

and judging by our past experience of

cther departments of the govermnent be-
coming gradually edweated to the Presi-
dent’s standard, it appears correct enough
even now to stigimatize the steps taken by
him gs inchoate steps of the administra-
tion. '

There are other acts of the Confeder-
ate government to which reference is
made in thig regolution. Of all sach aets,
whether specified here or not, I subimnit
to this House that such is onr sense, that,
having been always free onrselves—hav-

ing sprang from free generations in other -

lands, and from generations whose free-
dom North-Carolina has nurtured during
a century upon this soil—we reflect upon
them with profound agitation !

The thinrraaolntion utters a trath which
is apparent to every one. It ia not only
in regard to impressments, bat it is in
many other resl)ects, that the experi-
ments of the Confederate government
r of North Carvling Aave

npon the tem
are tncreasing! The ap-

increased, an

prehensions of all thinking men are thor-
“onghly aronsed upon this subject. If such

experiments have increased and are in-
creasing, then most assuredly they cnght
to be diminished,-and indoed come speed-
ily to a full end.

It has always been my desire that the

_government of the Confederates States

should ewjoy liberally every power that
is expressly or impliedly vested in it-by
the Constitation, especially in this tine
of preesing war. I have endeavored to
make my private and pablic condnet and
counsel conform to this standard; but I
cannot believe that it is to the advanta
of rulers or people that it should be in-
dalzed in unconstitational and oppressive
conrses of action. If the Southern whits
man cannot obtain independence in the
employment of constitational methods of
vindicating that independencs, it is be-
canse Heaven has denied to him the boon.
[In reply t& Mr. Shepherd, who had remarked

“upun the application of the words rdb and oppress

to the action of the Confederate States in reference
to impreasments; and who had protested against
the gaveral tone of the Resolutions and the fore-
going speech, on the ground that Mr. Davis is our
Precident and the Confederate States our govern-
ment, Mr. Phillips said:]

Alr. Speaker: Ifthe action ofthe Confed-
erate Stutes has produced the resnlt which I
have attributed to it ; and if that action has
heen repeated and deliberate, then it in-
volves neccesarily the very idea contained
in the words which I have used. Ihaveno

hesitation in repeating thatany such uncon- |

stitutional action of the government in
seizing private property, as has been de-
seribed, is most grievous ‘v ion and
bbery ; and 1 can entertain no scruples
abont dealing with such aetion with gloves
off!" It is'no time to mince words,

I admit that Mr. Davis is my Pretident,
and that the Confederate States is my
government ; and that is precisely my rea-
son for apeaking of them, and for wishing
the Legislature to address them in terms of
rebuke. " I have no interest in discussing

~ the conduet of the Czar of Russia, orof the

President of the United States. The rea-
son given by the gentleman from Camber-
land for excepting the Confederate States,
is precisely the reason I would assign for
including it. How should we be interest-
ed in the domestic concerns of a govern-
ment ¢hat is not ours # I should re it
as a poor excuse from a servant whom I

, should have occasion to reprove, ifhe were

to offer, a3 a reseon for excusing him, the

-fact of his being my servant! I cannot

conprehend the pertinency of the objec-
tion. No doubt North-Carulina voted for
Mr. Davis, and assisted to elect him; and
it is Yor that reason that she regards him
a3 respohsible to her for his conduct, and
will hold liim to that responsibility.

Eye colt)) Dr. Willism L. Stampg; 3 or 4
son Crowder, 1; David, 1-Branden; 1. .
two weeks.—Wilton Ohrenisls,

The government of the Tnited States have rebuilk

the railread from Harper's P i
Virgitia. 4 ferry h Winchester,

Sorty &

“mmutes forso mmeh of Tihcieane their usefulfhicss,

¥gs 1n onr

.gion of the privile
. - Mr. Carter maid

-the bands ef eno man. In time of pesce
than

L
the people in one article-an amonnt great- | Hmm OF_ NORTH-CAROLINA | power of government official, v
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thrown us into suchieonfeion. & & kw . Tuussav,Dea8 1884 |© publicpress, to
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" Ogom prerénted a memorial from the 15th
@dlion Rtate Froops, praying that they shall not
tu ovérto the Confederate government, and
setling forth their reasons for said prayer. - Refer-
red to Oommittee on military affaira.

Mr. Miller, 3 memorial from citizens of Ruther-
ford county in regard to the distillation of grain.
Roferred to committee on propositions and griev-
The committes on Education and the Literary’
Fund reported a bill to grade Oommon Schools and

1 a8, Ordéred io'be printed

Mr. Bogle introduced resolutions in relation to
brigading certain North-Carolina Regimeants.—
Ordered 10 be printed.

- A bill to incorporale Osk, Hill Cemeanary, in Bun-
} ,w county, was read tho third tume ‘and pas-

I shall detain the Honse very briefly in .

BILLS ETC., ON THRIE SECOND READINGS,

- A bill 1o snend an act in relstion %o salaries and
feen. Passed.

A il to repesl an act to provide for a tax collec:
tor for Mecklenburg and other counties.

"A bill to legalize 8 apecial erder of:the-County
Caurt of Bertie, making an appropriation for the
support of the poor. - Passed, rule suspended, and
passed third resds -

u‘ #

A bill in regard to a supply of salt. Passed, rule
suspended, and passed- third reading. [Appro-
priates $20),000 for the purchase of an engine and
cars to salt from Badtville, Va, and pro
vides for minF the State Sals Works ca the
coast to Lockwood's Folly Inlet.

A bill 1o amend the charter of the Asherille and

and

Greenville Plankroad company. P
A bill to incorporate the Confederate

Woolen Miils coinpany, in Richmond county. Pas-

sed, rule and passéd third reading. -

A bill to incorporate the Chicora Qollegiate In-
stitate, in Boteson county. Passed, rale suspend-

ed, and pas-ed third reading.

A resolution o authorize the Sheriff of Bladen
county 1o correct arrears of taxes. Passed.

' b ELECTIONS. .l

At 12 o'clock the Senate proceeded to vote 3
(. 8. Seoator, as follows: Hon, E G. Reade 17;
Hon. T. 8. Ashe 20; Houn. Joo. A. Gilmer 8; Hon.
W. N. H. Buith 8.

The committee
votes cast 162, as follows: Reade T1; Ashe 62;
Gilmer 18 Smith 12; Outlaw 1. No election.

At 1 o'clock the Senate wvoted for Secretary ol

State. as fullows, the names of Mesars. Ri n
and Bain having been withdrawn.
For C. R Messrs. Adams, Arvendell,

Bagley, Berry, Bloant, Cromp, Dick, Horton, Jones,
Lassiter, Leiteh, Lindsay, Mann, March, Matthews,
Odom, Patton, Puol, Sanders, Smith, Snead, War-
ren, Winstead, Whitford and Wynne—25,

For G. B Furibault—Mr. " Speaker, Messra.

Aycock, Bryson, Uourts, Ellis, Grier, Hall, Harrisg
Kirby, Long, McCorkle, McEachern, Miller; Pat:er-

son, Pitchford, Powell, Speight, Taylor, Ward,
Wiggins and Wright—31. -

Mr. Straughn voted for Mr. Ray.

The committee reported the whole
votes cast 158, as follows: Thomas B0, Faribault
74, Bain 1, Ray L. Mr. Tbowmas was
elected. . -

The Senate again proceeded to vote for Senator as
follows: =

For Hon. E (. Reads—Messrs. Adams, Aren-
dell, Bagley, Berry, Blount, Dick, Jones, Lassiter,
Long, Mann, Matthews, Odom, Puul, Sanders,
Sncad, Warren and Winstead—17. C

For Hon. T. S Avks—Mr. Speaker, Messrs,
Aycock, Bryson, Cotirts, Crump, Ells, Grier, Hall,
Harris, Kirby, Leitch, Lindsay, McCorkle, Mo
Euchern, Miller, Patton, - Pitchford, Powell, Smith,
Speight, Straughn, Tsylor, Ward, Whitlord, Wig-
gins, Wrightand Wynoe—37.

For Hoa Jokn A. Gilmer—Messrs. Horton, |

March and Patterson—3.

The committeo reperted the whole number of
voltes cast 158, as follows: “Ashe 80, Reade 70,
Gilmer 4. The rest scattering. Mr. Ashe was do-
clared efected.

Adjourned.

HOUSE OF COMMONS.

The House wax called to order at 10 o'clock A. M.

The Journal of yesterday was read and mmud.

Mr. Brown, of Mecklenburg, presented the state-
ment of the Bank of Charlotte, which was referred
to the committec an fAnance.

Leaves of sbser.ce were grinted Messrar Baxter,
Russ, and Johoson: :

BILLS INTRODUCKD,

Mr. Sharpe, & biil to make the robbery of dwell-
ing houses a -capital offence.

Mr. Hanes, a bill to incorporate Wm. R. Darvie
Lodge Nu. 47, of Free and Acospled Msesons, in the
town of Lexington. .

Mr. Murphy, abillto provide more effectuslly for
reciaiming Swamnp

An éngrossed bill from the Senate, to amend an

" net entitled **an aot to -amend the Uharter of the

Bhetby Brord River Compaay.”
'The unfinished business of yeaterdsy, vix : a bill

to exteod the time for perfecting titles'to lands here- 4

tofore entered, was takan up.

- Mr. Horton, of Watauga, its and
the quextion recurring the bill did ot pass its sec-
ond reading. ’ 3
; The following: bills passed their thitd read-

ng:
t A bill for the relief of Powsll, Lowe & Company ;

a bill in relation to alimony ; a bill to repealsn act

-to prevent obstactions in the Big S'-ns by means
the

of fish wraps; & bill to incorporate onfederate
Joint Stock Publishing Gompany ; » bill to author-
120 the payment of bounty to citizcns of this State
in the naval service; a hﬂl’ur the relief of Hugh B.
Gurthrie, late sheriff of Orange County;abill w
ficorporate the Linville Stweel and Iron Company ;
& bill to incorparate the Oranbery Iron Works.
* BILLS ON THIRD READING. .

A bill for the support of the N. C. Institation for
the Deaf und Dumb snd the Blind, was yeferred, on
motion of Mr. McAden, to the commitiee on finance.

A bill for the relief of William Stewart, of Bertie
coun'y, was reforred to the committep on the judi-
ciary. -

A resolution in relation to the Revenue Laws,
passed its second reading. . N

At 11 o'clock A. M. the House resumed the con-
sideration of the resolutions in relation to the suspen-
of the writ of Aadeas corpus.

should feel guilty of some as-
surance, were he to essay to address the House at
ail fully, as to the legal aspect presented by these
resolutiong. Tha legal points involved had been
discussed ever since the second suipension of the
wrii by the Confederate  Congress. The first sus-
pension wasa fligrant and open violation of the

, Coustitution, but owing to the intense miliiary en-

thosiasm which porvaded the couniry, it bad excited
no slarm. Bataaother and still another suspension
followed, Congress delegating to the President pow-
ers it.did not possess. These measures enumerated
no less than thirteen specific offences for which the
suspension should be suthorized, and then for the
first time'alarm sod anzisty were swakened. The
Legislature and Governor of Georgia ‘and the Log-
Islature and Govermor of North Carolina entered
their solemn protest sgainat these violations of the
Constitution. as endangering the rights of the peo-
ple Now, a fourth suspension of the writ was
threatened, and warned by the experietee of three
former attempts, Con he said, might possibly
aucceed withoutviolating law, though even to this he
for one, was unalterably opposed These resolu-
tions presented matter for prastical legislation. The
action of the Leyislatare in May last, rendered nec-
essary by the corwition of affairs, was only in form
of protest. Thirty days after the adjournment of
Congrese, that suspension ceased, but.now the sus-
peasion of the writ opened up quentions of the gra’
vest import ia the midst of revalution, \

modified the conseript laws. The
whole body-of the people between the ages of sov:
enteen and iy had been swept into the srmy.—
What an immensse power did these

"

gation of such powér would more
annihilate the Constitution. A
guestion whether citizens owed mili
sabversive ¢f persanal liberty, and

“tained one year ago for the governm,

reported the whole number of

number of

. prisoned and sent ta the army as a consarip,.

‘| revolution. He made this argument 83 3

ho

artand every other other e;:t:ala:ltm? e,
into the boasted civilization of the “' ich Chilepd
iable tendency of these USUrpationg he ingy,
all things nto concomitants angd adjun a3 to COnvepy
we are waging, All this, he ga; we“‘lnflha =
onr canse.  More regard and revergy Nouw‘i,:m'"

€
ent by ghenpl:_'
Rﬂw; and lh
quent ypoy,

ple of the Confederate Siat
d:mirLution !:l;,:tt]llchmmt w:: gﬁ:e
croachments by the government ypg : £
tionat rights, Nnrtiomrglim :&0 IL:,Ee"m"“i“"
submit to another suspension of the wﬁf“f""‘ "
corpux. Shall we rccede, he mked, from haleg,
sition taken by Gov. Vance in his | ™ the g,
Are all the resolutions adopted by lh.a
mcra_frqthy declamation ? or were lh:
expression of thedixed purpose of lhey
the writ is again suspended North Cuol?;opg" It
aou!d go beyond mere protest, and it um.‘ .

@ authorities should be notified in ady ok
her probable action, in view of thig renewe'gim .
upon her liberties. Free discussion 0 atemy,

ah
was no less couducive to the enl; htri'“hlmﬂﬁn

people than to the success of the .;E, Sument of
had now reached the point wherg L:::uh gy
could not be suppressed. i
The people were determined to
Ew'-'in . r:; Benoe, lhghtlmngemmt
pics, and he trusted th y
them fully and fairly. They w?:ﬂI 0"1” di
man's band the power to detail the ll:r‘u LI
overawe Legislatures. They would g,k,':: o y
own hands the issues evolved by thiy war " thie
the sacred institution of slavery, which ¢ @
h;; been done four years ago. 00k 1y
¢ adverted to the experience of o .
in similar revolutions. England had P:t::ﬁfﬂlm
a like ordeal preserving ber constitutiop yp Fough
and settling all details by Parlismentary gigee.
He trusted that like discussion here snd jy o
gress would elicjt some spark that woylg illg Ot
our way to the haven of National safety m:m
or. It was right to Jearn of our enemies, “‘E
bad been the conduet of the United States?
the outset of the war, Lincoln had Suspended li:
habeas corpus, suppressed newspapers, dissolve)
Legislative'bodies and filled bastiles with citize
arrested without color of Iaw. All of thes g |
enured (o our Senefit, and but for the bolg in::f )
ference of wiser counsellors, Lincoln had had rey,
latior” in his own dominions, Vallandigham I’hile. !
candidate for the officé of Governor of Ohio, |p,,§:
boldy in favor of peace. He was arrested, illegally 8
tried and banished. The exile returned ang defied
Lincoln and his myrmidons, He was not maleted,
and what was the result? " Armed resistane}
No! That State after free discussion, decided for
farther prosecution of the war, by a majority of
50,000 votes. He thought the peculiar frigudsof o
the Government should learn something from L |
events. -
He should be sshamed to defend the suspensiy ||
of the writ on the ground of necessity. Such pin
would do for those who could only escape from cou.
scription by servility to those in place. Such d¢ |
fence he styled an sbandonment of the stroggle—
He was not prepared to suffer shart sighted, mulig. ||
nant men to suspeud the writ of Aaleas corpus— |
The President’s contuct did not inspire wnliuited |
eunfidence 1n his diroretion, and the revolution b
reached a stage of developement, when it were il
to attemnpt a suppreskion of debate. Such atemp
woald dnive from the sapport of the givernmen
wany who bad bitherto sustained it.  As a friend
sod defender of the Cenfedrracy he was not afrid
of it Short-sighted men acted as theugh the gor.
ercment bad but ninety days to live. If eomuis
sary supplies were needed, the products of the field
and the contents of our granaries were impressed
Was itnecessary to replenish the army and to renew
its ranks, enroling officers were sent forth, who, in
stead of faithfully discharging their duties within
legal limits; were always Bishing for men exempl by
State laws and the conxcript Inws themselves, whils
blind to the existence of rat holes in the seversl de.
partments whence able bodiod skulkers might be
_recruited for the ranks. .
If we had had a Press worthy of our cause— 8
Congress a fic suceessor of that which represented 5
;our anceators in the tirst revolution, and a fit nm
at the head of afluirs we would bave escaped mary
disasters. The President had resorted to el
measures to bolster himself up independently of the
cause. [Mr. O. here adverted Lo the removal o
Gen. Joseoh E. Johnston from command in Georga
and the -substitution of Gen. Hood, the Reporier
however Trom momentary inattention failed tw catch
the connection.] Mr. Carter proceeded to say that
8o far from violations of the constitution being re:
garded a& criminal, opposition to and difference with
the Executive of the pation were the only crims
now of which cognizance wastaken. He nestalle
ded to an inferior individnal danger to be apprehen:
ded from the proposed snspension of the writ, vit: §
the danger that citisens and officers of this Sule,
now exempt by law, would be foreed reluctantly
inta the army, that their rights would be disregardel
and we should be left without redress. Toalld
these arguments, the gentieman from Cwmberland
(Mr. Shepherd) had only replied, that these susper
sions areacts of our government. He hsd bopd®
to hear from that gentleman soure discussion of e §
merits of the resolutions, and expecta] at least (it
he would have indicited those propositions to which
he abjected in a legal poimt of view. In this,bor
ever, he had been disa Many wrong
which would *stir a fever in the blood of age,” b
been covered up by suspensions of the writ of Avl
corpus, and the blood of martyrs who bad died it
the dungeons of the Confedaracy appealed to Heaved
for vengeance, A case bad come wnder his o8
knowledge while acting as military judge in i
army of Northers Yirginia, ;
An aged, venerable man, overcome by infirmilh
whose bead wis white with the frosts of more th§
fifty winters, was broughi tocourt in anambulant
A young, vivacious, heedless Loy, a Lieutenant ® 8
his company, a8 witness, who swors (i
the old man was & yoluniser in his company ; that
be had gone home on a furloogh for thirty dsys s
bad remained absent, a deserter, for two years—
Ho had been by Home Guards in 2
Carolina and brought back to his command.: Jlert
was a complete cisa.  The amimus now

canvasg “Ie
of the wpr™

WAT ang

" was shown by (wo years absence. When zslled ot

for bis defonce the old man ruse, feebleancilottenth
asd drew [rom his pocket & roll of papers M'"j'g
these was a writ of Aabeas corpus, mgelw"'m
the judgment of Chief Justice Pearsoa, that be /U
not  belong to the army, being liberatad. U7 s
torms of the first conscript act. Thero- was ® 0
the return of the gaoler showing an impr beed
of many days, notwithstanding bis ezee- bad
adjudicated, and a statement frowm an enrollisg -
cer that he had made the arrest reluctantly, sé
did not believe the prisoner was liabia-t0
service. hod
Thus was a man over Bfty years ofage, ¥00'

volunteertd at the outset of the war, m“ﬂ:

a suspension of tho writ of habeascovpus .
A letter from bis nephew, holding the h‘Eb‘m
tion of Lieatenaat Colonel, was also -1*_-8-"_1" ;
man's papers, [t stated that he heard tie P‘m‘;;
was again trying (o get that piece qfﬁm:h‘ but

he should riever have it. - *If you muse "% o
attempt I shall have you arrested anas kept -
guard house wntil you die” This explaivel
Were vot such cases calculated to .";:“'.
and excite indignation ? Nothing but wrecid
accidental precantion, which enabled l:lﬂl-“’mh o
certitied copies of essential papess, Jen®
miles from home, procured his relsssa G‘:#di,
might say this was an extreme cse. [0 ! st
wight be so. He had merely narmtedths Ly,
as illustrating a class of wrongs which,
arise where ihe of Nberky MO
thrown. ¥ wad s like case, whish, uoderi1D® L,
terly bandling of Voltaire, disgusted Frars®
religious tyranny, and resulted i the estad iptiots
of wholesale Pantheism. A swaeping COnE%
followed by a suspension of abe writ % 0
corpus, would place the libertas. of lh"-? o
the mercy of an iua.;'-;dw tfh:lumw“’

ut one answer: " The :

it Persiatonce in this direetion wouli SH
the affections of the people and would B Bl
binations for resistance, Thisis a uls:thm”,
not to reach, -ndn“e;-lwilll reach ’rd;.l;ﬁal i
before the with all questions X
e Sad decton, " This o the philosopliy. O

the government and of the State. We l’;i

%

under previoys suspensions of the wrih




