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word rebellion objectionable and un
true as applied to the war of the
60s, then they utterly failed. to mani PendlNo.174fest" their disapproval about eleven
years ago, when they had the oppor

it as my private opinion, publicly ex-
pressed, that Charles Francis Adams,
who did so much to free history from
bias and prejudice and misrepresen-
tation of the South, was entirely right
when ' he contended that the proper
name for the war of the 60s is "War
of Secession." Secession whether
the States had the right to secede
from the Union was the issue,, and
it was esttled by the arbitrament of
the sword. Slavery was only an.
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tunity. It was in 1910, if memory
serves, when ten constiutional amend-
ments were submitted to the voters
of the State. One of these amend-
ments was designed to strike from
our State constitution the word re-
bellion as applied to the War Between
the States (how many people know
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! a"1 other, helped to precipitate the con-
flict. But the real question at issue,
about which there had been division

that word is so used in our State
constitution?) The amendment was
voted down. Some of the Confeder-
ate veterans said they didn't want it
changed, that they gloried in being
called rebels. They were not con-cere- d
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reserved the right to secede whenr "i was far from a tory It may be said, and with Am I? SCHOOL WEARruth, that some of the other amend they entered the Union; and that
right was generally understood as rements voted on at the same time, no
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were so unpopular that the rebellion
amendment lost through being in un

served when the union was formed.
But when they undertook to put it in
practice, the opposition was strong
enough to prevent it.
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approve. As a newspaper editor at
the time 1 labored for the adoption
of all the amendments with some dil
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igence and I was amazed to find so
little interest among even Confeder
ates and Confederate sympathizers
for the obliteration of that objection
able word in the State constitutionte.L,.oi voars. despite which misrepresents the truth of his
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tory, as any unbiased student of his-
tory knows, no matter where he
comes from. And so, when objection
is made-t- o the use of "Civil War" or
"War of Rebellion," in referring to
the "War Between the States," just
remember that North Carolina voters
at the ballot box have given their
approval to such use. But this is
one in which we may decline to ac-
cept the dictum of the voters on the
ground that they didn't realty know
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And that isn't all. The worst is to
come.

They are teaching in North Caro-
lina high schools right now a so-call- ed
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only does injustice to the history of
the South in general, but which spe-
cifically says that "It is impossible
for the student of history today to
feel otherwise than that the cause for
which the South fought the war of
18G1-0- 5 was an unworthy cause." The
same book, referring to secession,
says that "Until a revolt is successful
it is rebellion against constituted au
thorities and the authors of it and the
participants iri it are,. in the eyes of
the law, traitors."

And so North Carolina children are
being taught not only that the cause
for which the South fought was un-wor- ty,

but that those participating
in that war were rebels and traitors.
As a sample of the information or
lack of knowledge, or the deliberate
misrepresentation of the author of
this so-call- ed history, he says in the
book that "Lee handed his sword to
Grant at Appomattox." Any writer
of history who doesn't know that no
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are going to do about it. Far Jbe it
from me to encourage insurrection or
rebellion, even in modified form, but
I deny the authority cf any teacher
to teach the children what is not true.
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And let it be said here that I am
not an extremist about Southern his-
tory or the Confederacy. I want his
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Coming back to the beginning, the
proper thing, if we allow this book to
te taught, is to sav "War of the Re-

bellion." That's what we are teach-
ing our children the war of the 60s
was; and if it was discreditable, re-
bellion, an act of treason to engage
in it, .we should abandon all our or-
ganizations ?nd ouit building monu-
ments to "The Heroes of the Con-
federacy." We should stand for truth
as we have believed it and taught it.
or admit that we were mistaken and
aband'-- n our position.

In the matter of names I am giving

,i uare you insinuate we do
,10ut the nrtirwinv n,-,f Vii i

bdoved and sisters dear.
if01? 1 am driven int0 out"
jess for asking a question .j find

te ,, - you may consider in
tfth Caroiina voters 'hold the

J .

V ru


