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FEW EXEMPTIONS FOR
GOVERNMENT EMPLOYES

Postal Carriers, Clerks or Laborers
Not to be Exempted.

Washington.—A ruling by the post-
office department shows that the de-
partment officlals will make few re
quests for exemption from military
service. Postmasters are [nstructed

., not to ask for exempiton for carriers or
“laborers or for clerks in second class
offices below the §$1,000 grade, clerks
in first class offices below the $1,100
grade, or any above these grades un-
less they are qualified distributors of
madl,

The ruling is the first formal action
by an executlve department In com-
pliance with President Wilson's order
directing that department officials in-
fcadet 'exemptions and that the re-
quirement of Indispensability be rig-
fdly anforced. As generally con-
strued the postal ruling shows the
'purpose of the administration ot make
the government departments leaders
in freeing valuable employes for war
service.

The entre mail carrier force, num-
bering thousands of men, of whom a
oconsiderable percentage are within
the draft age limits, |s excluded from
exemption unless for physical reasons
or because they have dependent fam-
lles. Every portion of the country
is reached by the ruling, as even the
rural carriers are Included.

The department’'s ruling in regard
to clerks, leaves rallway mail clerks
within the exemption ciass, "as they
are highly specialized distributors.

Provost Marshall Gemeral Crowder
took steps to reduce the number of
exemptions because of dependent fam-
lles, Instructions were sent to the
governors of all states pointing out
that the minimum pay of soldlers is
now $30 a month and that local boards
must consider whether a man's de-
pendents could not be supported on
that amount.

U. 8. POSTAL AGENCY
ESTABLISHED IN FRANCE

Washington —American soldiers at
the front no ware receiving their mall
without Interruption, as a result of
the establishment of the United States
postal agency In France, Postmaster
General Burleson announced. A corps
of experienced workers, under the di-

British Front in France and Bel
glum.—An epoch-making offensive,
launched by the British and French
against the German lines between
the River Lys and Boesinghe at day-
break has, with few exceptions, ac-
complished all that has been planned
for the first day of this battle which,
in its early stages gives promise of
being the greatest conflict of the
Wal'.
Roughly speaking, the British pen-
etrated ; ssitions held by Crown
Prince Rupprecht of Bavaria between
Boesinghe and Warneton, and at the
time of the flling of this dispatch,
were in possession of the firat three
lines of the German trenches at most
points throughout the fromt. In nu-
merous places the entente allles en-
countéred strong resistance and
counter attacks from tle desperate
Teutons. ‘ .
Between Dixmude and Boesinghe,
the attacking forces are reported to
have secured the two first lines of
the German trenches after having
fought over the most difficult terrain
fmaginable due to marshes and In-
unda*y1 areas with which the sector
is blocked, 4
The German front line about the
Ypres sallent, which has been held
unquestioned by the enemy since the
early days of the war. offered little
reaistance to the British advance.
THe British again captured Labas-
see Ville on the Franco-Belgian fron-
tier, which a few days ago they had
occupiled and then relinguished. The

tack here In an attempt to regain the
position, but the British flung them
off and are consolidating the ground
won.

HASBTY MARR AGES WON'T
EXCUSE FROM DRAFT

Women Who Wed to Help Men Be-
come Slackers Make Themselves
Liable to Prosscution.
Washington—Hasty marriages made
since July 20, the date of the army
draft drawing In an effort to escape
conseription through the claim of a
dependent wife will not be considered
ground for discharge unless the wife
I8 actually dependeént on the husband’s
dally labor. Prompted by reports
from many citles of marriage license
hureaus besleged by men included In
the first draft call, Provost Marshal

Germans made a heavy counter-at-|

summated, especially by a registrant
after he has been called for examina-
tion, does not create a status of de-
pendency justifying Immunity from
conscription.

“The selective draft service law,”
read the instructions, “does not re-
quire discharges In all cases of technl
cal legal dependency, but only per-
mite discharges whera I view of de-
pendency & discharge Is advisable,
Local boards may well hold that a
marriage hastily consummated re-
cently, and especially one consum-
mated by a person after he has been
called to present himself for exami-
nation to determine his fitness for mil-
itar yservice, does not create a status
of dependency in which it Is advisable
to grant a discharge. :

“It s to be expected that local
boards will exercise this full discre-
tion in cases where they are con-
vinced that unscrupulous persons have
thus violated the principles of the
selective service law in hope of es-
caping duty.”

PROHIBITION CUT OUT OF
PROGRAM BY HOUSE.

Washington. — National prohibition
by* constitutional amendment was
hung up in the House by the prohi-
bitlon leaders themselves,

The resolution to submit the pro-
posal to the states, passed by the
Senate, was put out of the program
for the pregent session and will-not
come up until the regular session in
December,

Represefitative Randall of Califor-
nia, the prohibition party’s only rep-
resentative in Congress, issued A state-
ment declaring that “the friends of na-
tional prohibition have been fiim.
flammed by the lguor lobby In the
constitutional amendment adopted ih
the Senate.” He added that “a great
Jollification” was herd by liquor repre-
sentatives In & Washington hotel and
that a wall defined rumor had sprung
up htat the six-year clause added on
Senator Harding's motion was really
written by the brewers’ attorneys.

“The joker Is not In the siz-year
handieap itself” sald Mr. Randall,
“though that Is without a single prece.
dent in history., The Harding clause
provides that ‘this article shall be In-
operative unless ratified within six
years." The Impression Is that the
prohibition amendment would not be-
come & part of the comstitution un-
less so ratified. The fact Is, It will
become a part of the constitution It

Washington—A new list of prees
regulations making material changes
in the voluntary censorships rules un-
der which American newspapers have
been operating was promulgated by
the committee on public Information.
The new regulations contain the

published mention of the arrival of

.American, troops at European

replacing in that respect an
authorization in the old rules for use
of any cable dispatches passed by the
European eensors. '
The old regulations are made more

-t

voluntary censorship have been at-
tempted to be excused on the score
of “misunderstanding” and that a
“re-statement” is made with the ldea
that hereafter there shall be no room
for doubt as to the committee's de-
The instances In which the moat
serfous charges of viclatlon have
been made, however, have not result-
ed from misunderstanding of the com-
mitee's rules, but from following them
implicitly. These instances have in-
volved publication of dispatches pass-
ed by the European censors, announec-
ing the arrival of American military
units In Europe.

PROMPT, EFFICIENT WORK
BY EXEMPTION BOARD

Washington.—Prompt and efficient
work by district cxemption boards
is expected by government officials as
& result of stripping all red tape from
the procedure of the tribénals.
President Wilson's executive order
outlining the principlds to govefn ex-
emptions. coupled with Instructiéns to
the boards from Provost Marshal
General Crowder are regarded here
as setting in motion the -last phase
of the selection process with,' A mint
mum of confusion and delay.

The object of the instructions Is to
impress the boards with the view
that thelr primary purposs Is to se-
lect the personnel fop the national
army In the shor possible time.

nntmﬂnq'uutthntthmhmu

lette, McCumber. McNary, N.hn.
New, Norris, Page. Poindexter, Sher-

Bmith of Michigan; Smoot, Ster-
g Sutherland and Watson—Total
Total for, 65. '
The proposed constitutional amend-
ment is the first initiated by Congress
since that providing for popular elec-
tion of United States senators, ap
proved in 1811. It s the first time
that either branch of Congress has
approved a constitutional amendment

‘|tor prohibition. A few years agh =
" | similar resolution in the house recelv

e da majority, but failed of the requir
ed two-thirds. 3

FLANDERS BATTLEFIELD

Strong Counter Attacks Are Made by
Germans.
A torrentia) rainfall and the result-
ant turning of the battlefield, already
hard of negotiation as many points,
into & veritable quagmire, almost
halted during Wedneaday the great
allied offensive against the Germans
In Flanders. For the most the
day was spent by the and
French troops In consolidating posi-
tions won In Tuesday's spectacular
drive er in putting down strong Ger-
man countersattacks, made din en-
deavors to wrest from their antagon-
ists thelr former positions. At two
points near Ypres. the Germans, us-
ing great massed of men; were suc-
cessful in  their counter-attacks
against the British, but this advantage
was ocset in the Zillebeke and Yser
canal section, where, resepsctively, the
British and French troops advanced
their lines.” ! » .
Meanwhile. the guns of the bellig-
erents continuing to roar all along
the efitire front in reéciprocal bom-
of the Mfantry battle
when the clouds lift and the rainfall
ceanes, 4 \

Y 3
FEWER MERCHANTMEN
SBUNK BY BUBMARINES.

of British merchantment by
ines Is noted in the offitlal summary.

1,600 tons were sunk by submarines
or mines last week. Thres vesselp
under 1,600 tons were sunk..while no
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pert, of Welch, W, Va., & student
the West Virginia Aviation school at
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to legalize drafting of thelr nationals.
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