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to Il'nem by the lawy and now,
on

question is, “is_there no ri

the law?™ Shall the law

B-| be set aside on the mere plea of incon-
venience! That sir, “is the

: ion, the
question! Whether a solemn law
shall be fulfilled—whéther a pledge shall
be redeemed—whether
be: hether there exists any
obligation to fulfil promises given, and
not to disappoint expectations gratuit-
ously rai Shall we be told, sir, that
there exists no such obligation? [t is, in
my view, the highest obligation which
attaches to any Government. Now, in
answer to this, we are met by the plea
of convenience. We are it would
be very inconvenient to fulfil this con-
tract with the States ; that money will
have to be borrowed for the purpose;
and, therefore, since it would not be
ite convenient to fulfil the obligati
the obligation ougiit to be broken, and
the faith of the law violated!

But there is also anothor plea for
this measure. [understand gentlemen
losay that there is not mane
in the Treasury to pay this in-
stalment.  But, sir, laying aside the
question how tar such an
ought to prevail to induce the v
of a solemn engagement, let us ask, s
to the fact, whether there are, indeed,
no funds for the purpose of meeting
‘this engagement? On looking over
the repurt of the Sectetary of the T'reas-
ury, (said Mr. C.) I only find a proba-
bility #poken of.  He says, there may
probably be adeficit, and not that
there is. The argument therefore is
derested of its main strength, and that
i, of the absulute fact mecessary to

‘muin it. But, sir, if there are wo

funds adapted 1o the wants of the Gen-
eral Government, thereare funds which
the Brates wonld willingly receive.—
They have confidence in (he banks;
they would receive their paper. They
are not engaged in warfure against
them; they do not wish to destroy
them; and to destroy the credit of the
| Country and of the People; while, on
the other hand, there are no funds for
the use of the General Government, on-
ly because it will not recognise onr
money, var funds, our credit, and will
only receive gold and silver; it is net
willing to go hand in band with the

i

the life and soul of the business, trade,
and commerce of the Nation.

Agnin, sir, let me expose another
monstrous idea which seems 10
the gentlemen who have brought for.
ward and those who advocate this bill;
an ervancous-itea; indeed, of which it
were well that they were dispossessed;
and it is this, sir: they secm to imag-
ine that thiv money belougs to the Gev.
crument.  Not wo, sir, (said Mr, C.)
far from it: it belongs to the States—it
| belonugs to the People, from whom the
Government has gathered and collect-
ed it; but which gathering and collect-
ing did uot make it its own. ‘There-
fore, »ir, in addition to the wmany
strong reasons why this money should
not be withheld from us, the reason a-
bove all is, that it is our awn money.

The President of the United States
n-his— Message hal reail & 1ecTure on
economy to Congress, and to the Peo-
ple of this country, and had told them
that the distress and exigency of the
times which have brought us here are
to be atiributed to the extravagance of
the People. Now, sir,it is very strage
that it never accurred to the President
that economy was of all things that in
which the Guveanment itsell was most
deficient; that economy was especially
needed to be put in practice by it; that
the tide of prodigality and hinh expen-
diture of millions upn millions, in
which ithad of late years indalged, it
was now high time should be stopped.
Strange, sir, is ity that the President,
before he male this churge upen the
People, didnot lnok to the crying ne-
cessity for reform and economy in the
Government itself. ' ,

In a time of distress like this, when
the Government gives to the People
such lessons of etonomy, what conduct
do we bebold in the Government? Auy
approach, sir, to eeonom)? No, sir,

| Peaplein aiding and assisting to su
port and sustain that credit which




