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ments will be cha percent high-
er ; (we sometimeshave 1o wait so loag
for the pay) s o1
e wha'advertise Py the vear will
be enfitled to & deduction of 33§ percent,
provided they pay in sdvance.. ;

COMMON SCHOOLS.
ACT 1o divide the Countics into
- Schoul districts, and for other purpo_
ses.
- Beit.enacted by the General Assem-

by af the State of North Carolina,
and il iz hereby enacted by the au-
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each covnty, sfier conpleting the divis-
ion as mm. shall l;i‘u;uq:t nol less

than three, * por morg than six; schuor!
commi 'tge men, in.each district, whose |
duty it +hull be 10 as.ist suid superinten- |
dents i all mattors pertaining to the es- |
labﬁﬁrqonl of schools for their respect.
ive disiticis,

o B dte it Jurther rnacted, That if .tk

ny person whe shall be thus appointed
to serve as syperintentient shall réfuse
or negleet to do so alter having accepl-
ed saud appointment, he shall furfeit and |
pay the sum.ol_filty_dollars, o Le recov-
ered by action ol debt in any court
record in this State : and such penalty
when recaverad, to be paid over to the
Presidint and Directors of the Literary
Fund, and 1o be ni.inmpl‘il‘led_ 1o the
Literary Fund ; and it shall be the duty
of the uounty attoriey for the Siate Yo
| prosecule suil in all such cases for and
on behalf of the President and . Direc-
tors of ihe Literary Fund.
7. #eit further enacied That in a-
ny counly where a wajority of the voles
ve been for comnion schools, apd a
certifivite offhe sume has been furnishied
the sheriff to the said superintendents
common schools, it shall be the duiy

tAority of the sume, ~Thac 1t shall be
Aheiduty of ihe. shenfis of the severa!
counties of this State, when they adver-
tise the next election for members
congress, to givelnutice, al the same
time, by public advertisemeant in ever

eletiun precincly that an eleation will

9f | ties, to the president of the literary fund.

or the -upéfithéndentsty transmit the
same with a certificate of the number of
' school districts in their respective coun-

8. Beit further rnacled, That in ev-
ery connty in the Staie, where the vote
shall besin favor of common schools, it

to ascertain the voice of the pev-

tpon the subject of common schools ;
.

and lllwbomh;:or of raising
taxation coedollar for every two

lars propoesed o be furnished out of the
literary fund, for the establishment of
common schools in each schoalistrict,
will depusite their vote with the word
“School” wrilten on it; those opposed
to it, will 'vore “No School” upon their
ticket; and all who vote for membe

- of the house of ‘enmmons shall be enti.
tled to vote, ~ And it shall be the dtWy of
the poll keepers Lo connt the voles given
at each

preenet for school or ne school, !

shall be the doty of said county courts,
at the first term that shall happen after
ithe first Moaday inJanuary, oue thous-
jand eight b and forty, a majority
of the justices being nt, 10 levy u
L tux to the amount of twenty dollars for
tench distriet in said county, in the samo
- manuer that other county taxes are now
levied - for other eounty purposes, to be
| paid over 10 1he school commitiee of the
riive districts, opon the certifieate
\of the chairwan of the bourd of superin-
| tendents,
| 9. Beit further enacled, That for.
L of the aw!! income of the

of said _schools,

ol . , 3 ty rs o
and 10 relurn the same 1o thé shieriff, who la{eu i I'un:i for the vear one  thousand
shall count together all the voles; and | eight hunded afid thirty-nine, is hereby
if a wiajority shall be found ‘in “lavor of | gppropriated 10 ench district in said
schools, il shall be the duty of the sher- | counties where the vote shall be in fa-
iff 1o furmsh a nerufieate of e same 10| yor of the esicblishment of common

&
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e wnder this act.
he agent oftbe publ unity, in
resident.of the board of common
‘afull hod aceurate stntoment
in his mfd I‘or'mT- ears one
thovsand ei red, thirty-nine
and one ?h:nud ‘.lc:i.ght bl‘mndrcd und
forty, (excepting public revenues
paid im(n the, public treasury by the
sherifls)) specifying in such stalement
what were the sebjects from which such
toxes Were levied, and how much from
each source of txation; nlso a full &
true account of “t: diﬂb:;’mmu ol
the monies so eollected, showang espe-
cially what it have been paid for
ingnee i jail; and that
such statenvents shall be returned 1o the
Governot on. or before the fiist day of
December, vne thousand eight hundred
and forty : and il aly county trustee or
other agent of pablic aceounis shall fail|
to make return a8 aforesaid, he shall
ferfeit aud pay the sam of two hundred
dollars, 1o be added 1o the tund of com-
mon schools, nnd it shall be the especial
duty ol the solicitor of each county to
sue for the same, if auy failure shail oc-
cur in his coonty.

Read threetimes and ratified in Gen-
eral Assembly this 8th doy of January,
A. D. 18399, '

Wmn. A, GRAHAM, 8. H. C.,
- A, JOYNER, 8.8

SPEECH OF MR. WISE,
inthe .‘wjm nf the lute defaleations

Friday, Dec. 21, 1838,

Mr. Wise rose toaddress the house
on Mr. Cambreleiig’s motion for a se-
leet comniitiee 1o investigute the defal-
cation'of Samoel Swartwout, late col-
lector at New York. Several pentlc-
men solicited him 10 defer his remarks
until to-morrow. - Mr. Wise declined,
and said : Al

Mr. Speaker: Afler once Josing the
floor in the manner 1 did, by complying
with such requests the other day, & by
your decision yesterday that petitions
had precedence for thirty duys over
this motion, | feel very timid of locofo-
coism in yielding it again. [ see, ar,
gentlemen desire that this  discussion
shotid not vrocced, atleast not yet.—
They are alraid ‘that public sentiment
wiil{ie forestalled.  They are heartily
sick of this subjectalready, and would
giadly get nd of it alogether, For
their sakes, thea, I shall go on; let them
be patient under the operation; if they
are hungry, let them go home and get

el

the next county court of his county ; &
* amy shenfl failing 10 comply with the
requisitions of thi lc!.:u;ﬂzr"nll
the penalties im by law. for failin
ﬂ;’rhﬂgu hupd:u:; in any ahcuonkg
members of Assoinbly.

2. Be it fnrther enacted, That the!

several éourts of pleas and. quarier ses.
#ions 1n cach county of the Niate of North
Carolina shall, w such county as shali
determine to accept these terms, at the
first court that way happen atter such
clection, a mnajority of the justices of
such county being present, proceed to
elect wit foss thsn five; vor more than
ten persons, as supecintendents of com.
mon schools, for such County ; and in
such eleclicn it shall be necessary for a

~chaice, that each ol the, elecied

shall receivg u majority ol the véies dl
all the justices preseat.
" Ife it further enaeled, That said
sy crintendents, or & majority of then,
shall meet within a reasopable time
thereafter, ard shall bave power to
chonse one ol their pu:nber as chairman,
aud shall procecd to divide their respec.
tive counties inio sthool districts, for the
porpose of establishiog common schools,
esntaining not  morg l:lms six miles
square, but having regard 1o the nom-
13?»‘-. white cmn?tn in each, so far as
they can ascertan the'same: Provided,
nevertheless, \hat no greater puinber of
school districis il b laid ofi"in any
county thau shatl he equal 10 goe for ev-
ery siy'miles square of inhabited terri-
tory in said eounty,

-2. Beit further enaeted, That said
st!E.;r’._uli.:u enis shall number the digt-

-

| schools, which shall be guid by the pub-
Ulie Treasurer, upon the warrant dr‘l‘hc
| Governor,  the centiticate of the
' chaitman 1:";:: board of superinien-
| dents of said counties that taxes have
| heen levied 1o the amount of twenly
dollars for each sehool distriet in their
respective counties, and that school hou-
ses have been erecied in each disiriot
{sulficient 16 accommodate at deast filty
 seholura,

10, Ye il further rnacted, That ev-
ery covnty which shall refuse or peg-
Il'ml tv Jevy atax, and buld the school
hovses Jierein specified, ‘shall at any
time herafier be entitled 1o receive the
forty dullars herchy appropriated 10 eych
distric, complying with the terins

their dinner ; 1 shall not have conclud
ed before their return, for, by refusing
me leave to proceed yesterday, they
have only given me more time to pro-
vide more materials; lhei: have aoly
laid up for themselves wrath azainst the
day of wrath. T fegl betfer prepared,
much better, in nd mind, thanl
was before, and, with thig bank of doe-
uments belore me, 1 could rain forty
daysand forty nights upon their sins &
iniquities !

Sir, in my rambling remarks the oth-
er day & said many things which I will
prove now. | said the proposition of the
gentleman (Mr. Cambreleng) did not go
tar enough. lostedd Wf inquiring onTv)
into the manuer and extent of Sward-
wont's defalestion, 1t shoukd propose an
investipation of the official conduet of
the secretary of the treasurywith a view
1o his impeachment, if sufficient be found
on which 10 base the articles of specifi-
cation.

L. Me it Jurther enarted, That if
in takiy the pext census of the United
States, shell fuil to provide
for ascectaining the number of jobalit-
ans, and especially of white children
in the several school districts of North| Let gentlemen vnderstand me. 1 mea-
Carolina, it shall be the duty of the Go-|sure my terms. | speak in no_spirit of
vernor, 88 prosident of the board of| bravado. |declaim not when [ say that
common schools, 1o make such arrange- | if a majority of this house would do their
ments with the marshal of the United | duty without fenr, favor, or affection,
States for the disrriet of North Carolina | the Secretury of the 1'reasury would,
or with his deputies in the several coun- | before this house adjourns, be impeach-
ties, or with such other person or per-led. If ever a felon deserved the m
sons as he may deem proper, to cause man's knot, the Secrotary of the .
such census to be ascertained, togelher | sury, Lgvi Woodbury deserves impeach-
withany ofhet information which he ‘ment! "That wthe proposition which
may doemn hoporiait to the establish- | will now proceed 1o demonstrate,
ment of a just and @qual system of com-. ‘This is 0 bold declaration; 1. know
mon sehools troughout the Suate ; and | the weight of s responsibility; it requires
‘o communicalo the sawe, together with: some exertion 1o proveit; and | mos
a full report of the returis of the luper-l be pertuitted-to go back a finle, w take
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ton of the one which went before it; a
ditfercnt stage of the saine disease. [t
Tl andiin
Yes, sir, they were hot in' the
and detection ol all the ini
reign of the venetable gcn:‘:
me, (Mr. Ada.s,) and the
tims ou whoay to glut and gorgo their
r;m_v vengeanee, on whont 1o vent their |
joly hatred of eorruption, and through
whom they might gnin public confi- |
dence by making an example of one of- |
fender, which wolld at once blust 1he |
character of the past adminisiration, and !
emblazon their own immaculate purity
and selfrighteousness,  They succeed.
led.
Tobias Watkins  they scized upon him
and his effects— inearcerated him near-
ly four yenrs for a defaleation of Jess
than four thousand dollars, prostrated
the power and the party which trusted
him. with place, and ingratinted thei-
selves in the favor of the nation as pure
patriots and honest men who would re-
form and retrench all abuses, and who
were, themselves, incepable of like trans
Eressions.

‘They were vigilant and faithful, cner-
getic eand efficient, untiring and relent-
less—they swept like new brooms, they
swept clean as long as any of the dirt of
the Adams administration was left in
any of the departmects. They in this
time exposed all the cnormities of their |
predeccssors, and began to fornis a char-
acter for themselves, ' It was thought
that thoy—thef who had been such
scourgers to all offendors aguinst the
rurily of the Government, would hard-
y be ed of like offences them.
selves. t, mark YOy, vir, as svon as
the immasulate Adniinistration of Gen-
eral Jackson bad been long enoy

£ to conceive iniquity and bring
orth eorrmption and crime, worse—ten.
fo'd blacker than had ever before been
perpetrated, all at once we witness an
entire change, and hear from “the par-
ty” a different tove.  The cry of cor
ruptivn was now hicard from another
quarter—the trumpet blast came loud
and long from a difforent pont of the
fiold. The post office department was
fiest charged with every crime in the
calendar of malversation and malfra-
sance in office. The charges were de-
nied, those who made them villified, &
investigation was scorned and scoffed
at, until the complaitt became 100 pop--
ular o be unheeded longer; a commit-
tce was at last granied by both houses
of Congress, their investigations could
nof: be stifled, and their from
both sides, in both branches of congress,
exposed more bribery and corruption,
more flagrant violations of official duty
apd crying abuses of official power and
trusts, than had ever been charged or
dreamed 1o exist. The Administration
made a parrow escape; they run the
gauntlet through this exposure, and the
were taught a lesson by it which they
have ever since remembered —npot |
ishly again to graot or ywld to another
investization. To appease the public
indignation Mr. Barry, the only honest
man among  that den of thieves, was
given over to the tender meicies of—
what a foreign mission! 0. B. Brown
was permitted to resign with eclat and
the gains he had laid up against a day
of troublefrom—the profits of favored
mail contractors, and, the rest and worst
of the mbers were retained in their pla-
ces.

Bat, sir, | was not for permitting the
Administration 10 be “ whipped ond
cleared” alier conviction upon indiat.
menl. agrinst one dalmrlmeul. the post
office, alone. 1 belicved there were
other departments as foul, and that in-
vestigalion was more necessary in the
Treasury” department, especially than
any other, 1 so charged during the
long session of 1835-6. 1 was lnughed
atas a madman, ' The Gl.be denounced
me. us the tool of & [action, and daily
were | and my friend (Mr. Peyton) pla-
carded for ealomny snd [alshood, “by
authority,” in the officia’ Orgdi.  Dur-
ing that session, whilst thore was time
to investigate, we were not heeded, ox.

pursuit

power a reform adwinistra.- |
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_ “Betore concluding this
it due to.the various execut ve depart-
ments 1o bear teetimony 1o their prospe-
rous condition, and o the abhility and in.
tegrity with which they have becn cone

charge of the public business; andiit ig
gratilying to we 1o believe that there is
N just cause of complaint from an
Quarier, at the manoer in which they
have fulfilied the objects.of their ereas
tion.” ;

And, sir, as if to give this certificate
all possilde solemnity of alion, it
was made immediately to do that
closing paragraph, in which, as with &
a sigh of regret heaved from the bosom
of the vld Ceesar at the thought of leav-
ing power, he pours out his gratitode 1o
his tellow citizens for their encourage-
ment and suppori—exprossi
ciousness of havi ,
Cesired 1o accompl sh, his confidence in
a favorable construction of his ‘motives,
his consolation that his errors would
find a corrective in the intelligence and
patriousm of those who would succeed
him, his iuupv'rugion of increased confid-
ence n our institutions, and his pledge, .
if spared by age aod infirm beahh in re.
tirement, so much desired by him, 10 in-
voke that bemeficent Being to whose

rovidence we were already so signally
indebled, for the continuance of bis bles-
linw on his beloved country,

e will soon see whether there were
errors 1o be corrected, and ime bas de.
veloped whether “intelligence and patri-
olsin sutlicient in those who succeeded
him have been found to apply the cor
reelive.”

Sir. I forthwith joined issue with the
propositions of this certificate. | review-
ed this ‘last annual message’ in & speech,
to'which I now refer, as part of the res
A¢sla of this subject. | denied the pro-
position — '

Ist. That the various exeputive de-
ﬁmls Were-in- a prosperous condi-

on.

2ud. That they had been cond .
with ability and {nlegrily. -

3d. That it bad been the aim of the
excoutive to enforce in all of them a vi-
Filanl and faithful discharge of the pub-
]

¢ business, ;
4th. That there was no just cause of
complaint from any quarter, at the man-
oer in which they had fulfilled the ob-
Jecis of their creation,
. I charged the very reverse of these
propositions upon the pure virgin adaun-
istration of him who could do no wr
and declared it was more corrupt than
that which had, on thh plea of corrup-
tion, been thrust out of power, | -
ed the proof, and demanded a commit.
tee. It was not until within one month
and twelve days till the ‘4th of
1837, of the eypiration of the 24 cbn-
gress, that 1 was able to wring from a

execuive departments;

Teluctant executive majority the appoint-
ment of a committee of investigation, —
It would never have been granted had
not an 1ssue been tendered the presi.

dentr:iimself.

And here, ir, before [ proceed in the
regular chronology of myphiltory of in~
vestigation, I must pause to draw your
Aliention o the message of president
Van Buren of Dec. 10th, 1838, transmit.-
ting Mr. ‘Seeretary Woodbury's report
of Dee. B}h, 1838, “in relation to the re-
cently discovered default of Samuel
Swurtwout” &e. - Such is the new title
of this old work? The fact disclosed in
this report, to which | wish to eall your
Atiention, is, that the deficiency of Mr.
Swartwout at the end of cach successive
yeur, was as [ollows :
On the 818t Dee. 1830,

On the 81st Dec, 1831, i pe

1,168 87

cept by bitter denunciation for faise cla.

T
T

Un the 31st Dec. 1832, 30,801 33




