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"'FAMOUS BRIDGES.
Great Structures Built by Anecients
Are Marvels to Engineers.
The grandest bridges of the Romans

| were aqueducts, but after centuries of

‘unrest the noblest conceptions of architec-
ture were realized in the Gothie churches.
There was little demand fo? roads, bridges
and still less for aqueducts. Yet the
monks did not build cathedrals and mon-
asteries only. To them we owe the intro-
duction of flat\.arches. The Romans had
preferred semicircular arches, which rare-
ly exceeded 70 feet in span. The founder
of the Brothers of the Bridge, St. Bene-
zet, adopted for his Rhone bridgé of 1178,
at Avignonm, elliptical arches which had
their smaller radius of elevation at the
crown instead of at the haunches. The
famous Ponte Vecchio at Florence and
‘the original Augustus bridge at Dresden
date from the twelfth cem¢ury. The aque-
dact of Spoleto, whieh looks as if many
high and narrow windows had been cut
out of a massive wall, is thirteenth cen-
tury Gothic work. So is the Devil's
bridge near Matorell, in the province of
Barcelona, Spain, with its apparently
reckless pointed arch, which is crowned
at its weakest part by a heavy tollhouse.

The builders no doubt understood that
the load did not endanger the structure.
The springings of this arch are certainly
of antique origin, Reman or Carthagin-
ian; an inscription of the year 1760, when
the bridge was restored, aseribes the
foundation to Hannibal. The span of the
stone arch over the Adda, near Trezzo,
238 feet, built under Barnato Viseonti of
Milan in 1370 to 1377, destroyed again in
wartime in 1416), has not been surpassed
yet. But the piers were in general made
unnecessarily heavy, and many a bridge
failed because the Roman art of laying
concrete foundations between piles had
not been rediscovered from Vitruvius’ for-
gotten architecture. French engineers
first used caissons and suggested iron
bridges. '

The first cast iron bridge, really com-
pleted jn 1779, however, and still stand-
ing, is, according to Engineering, the
well known Coalbrookdale bridge over the
Severn. The arch consists of five ribs.
It found many imitators—the Pont des
Arts at Paris, with nine openings, and
the Southwark bridge of 1814, with a
center arch of 214 feet and a rise of 24
feet, are fine examples. IFailures of some
of these bridges, however, brought an-
other material to the front—puddled iron
—which helped us to suspension bridges.
The first specimens—the Tees bridge at
Middleton in 1741; Telford’'s Menai
strait bridge; further, the bridge over
the Danube at Budapest, the handsomest
of its type probably, supported by two
rows of chains on each side, were link
bridges. Wire cables came over from the
United States about 1815. Some of these
bridges collapsed, almost all—e, g., the
Sarine bridge at Fribourg, Switzerland,
with a span of 205 meters (870 feet)—had
to be re-enforced.—Boston Transcript.

AN INGENIOUS YOUTH.

How He Mended the Sleeve of His
Best Frock Coat,

The average bachelor has been forced
to learn to sew on buttons, but there, as
a general thing, his knowledge of the
gentle feminine art of mending ends.
His stockings are rejected when they be-
come ragged, and the tailor repairs his
trousers, vests and coats, so that he
makes a presentable appearance even if
he is sans wife, mother and sisters and
a knowledge of the needle. '

One young mun of this city has, how-
ever, of necessity enlarged his sphere of
_usefulness recently. It was on last Sun-
day that his education received an unex-
pected prodding.

The young man, dressed in his best,
was on his way to church, whence he
was to go on home to dinner with some
friends. He was late for service, as
young men usually are, and so, as he
hurried on, he tripped and fell, slid a
minute on one elbow, then arose a sad
and disheveled youth.

When he had gathered himself togeth-
er, had smoothed his high hat and looked
his tie over, he examined the elbow which
had acted as a toboggan. Sure enough,
there was a small hole in the sleeve of
his frock coat. Then the man was at his
wits’ end. In two hours he was due at a
dinner at which there were sure to be
several of his smartest friends. The rent
showed plainly, and he had no one to
darn it for him.

He started home gloomily, had a bright
thourht and quickened his pace,

“What any ignorant woman can do 1
can do,” he said through his set teeth as
he took off the coat,

He ripped the lining at the bottom of

the turned up part: This he raveled,
threaded the ravelings in a needle which
he borrowed from the man in the next
room and darned the hole.

In and out, up and down, he went with
jnfinite patience, and in 80 minutes no
one would have known that the sleeve
had ever been torn. Then the man hem-
med the sleeve lining again, brushed the
coat, put it and his hat on and went to
church,

And his meditations didn't seem to be
at all disturbed during the sermon by the
thought that all the stitches he had put
in that SBunday morning would have to
be pulled out with his nose in purgatory.
To the contrary, he merely grinned as he
thought of the adage, “The better the day
the better the deed.””—Baltimore News.

“Brummagem.,”

The folk word, handed from father to
son for uncounted generatious, is sure to
be right, though modified slightly perhaps
by smoothing a harsh sound; the spelled
‘word was Invented we know not when

{ nor by whom, but long centuries after.

“Brummagem” is the leading instance of

| this" rule. " It represents Bromwicham,

the old name of the place, softened by
long use.” But somebody thought propet
once to compliment the great family of
Birmingham by ealling the town after it.
And pnew. people think “Brummagem” s
vulgar corruption.~London Standard.

Aooor‘hll' to the Proverb.

Towne—Hear about Goldman? You
know he had picked out a site for his
-mew suburban residence, made -all his
plans and was justabout to buy the land
;benhtﬂl)tmmﬂ e:i te;llow eneaked in and

ug de’s simply ¢ about it.

Browne—I should thinrﬁae' 'E:'ould be
crazy. “Out of site, out of mind,” you
know.—Philadelphia Press,

From the tiiie of Edward the Black
Prince down to Charles I1 every succes-
give Prince of Wales had a Welsh wet
murse, o = e -
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. What Ma PDidn’t Forget.
,:g_a'?:; - o e S ,
es. _
«That Mrs. Flipley was here today,
and guess what she said about you?"
“Qh, I can't!™ the old gentleman re-

plied, beginning to get i.n_temted. “What ! :

i
w?‘sShe told ma she thought you were’
such a handsome looking man and
your age so well” -

“She did, eh?”’

his chest and pretending. that it didn’t

make any particular difference to 'hin_l-

what she had said.

“B_ut.“ t L ) t 1
told her she ought to see you'in the moru- |

ing before you put in your false teeth

and get the side hair slicked 'wp over your | —
 pald ‘epot.*—Indianapolis Ssn. . 3

Honting For Titles.

A woman preacher inveighing against’ _-_'
Christianity in the mame of botany and |-
biology and mineralogy and-all the other |

“ologies’ she could copy from the dic-
tionary remrinded one disgusted man of a

pegro he once knew who anounced him- §:
self as a “doctor of medistrology.” '.]I‘he. ;
negro, fond of an assumption of learning:
used big words. of which his favorite wad |

“interstransubstantiationableness.”

“YWhy, doctor,” the negro was asked,
“you don't even know the meaning of
that word.”

“P'raps not, sah; but in doubtful places ]

when speakin, sah, I've used-that word

with spontaneous effervescence.”—EKan- ||

sas City Star.

A Queer Animal Race.

The following paragraph is from the
columns of the Bulawayo Chronicle: “At
the recent Belingwe sports meeting an
animal race was held, in which a ‘monkey
and a big rooster were two of the most
prominent starters. These two -caused
eonsiderable diversion, the monkey chas-
ing the cock the length of the course
eventually wringing its neck.” '

BANKRUPTS PETITION FOR DIS-
CHARGE.

In the matter of Willis 8mith, bank-
rupt, in Bankruptey.

To the Honorable James E. Bayd,
Judge of the District Court of the
United States for the Western Dis-
triet of Nonth Carolina.
Willis Smith of Asheville,

County of Buncomie

North Carolina, in said District, re-

spectfully represents that on the 17th

day of October last past, he was duly
adjudged Bankrupt under the Acts of

Congress relating to Bankruptcy; that

he has duly surrendered all his prop-

erty and rights of ppoperty, and has
fully complied with all the require-
ments of said Acts and of the orders
of the Court touching his Bankruptcy.

Wherefore he prays that he may be
decreed by the 'Court to have a full dis-
charge from all debts provable against
hig estate under said Bankrupt Acts,
except such debts as are excepted by
law from such disciharge.

Dated this 11th day of April,
1901. .

in the

A. D.

WILLIS SMITH,
Bankrupt.
ORDER OF NOTICE THEREON.
Western District of North Carolina, ss:
On this 20th day of April, A. D. 1901,
om reading the fToregoing Petition, (it
in—
Ordered by the Court, that a hearing

be had upon the same on the 3rd day |

of May, A. D. 1901, before said Court,
at Hendersonville, in said District, at
11 o'clock din the forenoon; and that
notice thereof be published in the Ashe-
ville Gazette, a mewspaper printed in
said District, and that all known cred-
itors and other persons in interest may
appear at the said time and place and
show cause, if any they have, why the
prayer of the said Petitioner should
not be granted, '

And it is further ordered Dby the
Court, that the Clerk wshall send by
malil to all known creditors copies of
sald Petition and this order, afdressed
to them at their places of residence as
stated. “my

Witness the Honorable James E.
Boyd, . Judge of said CTourt, and the
seal thgreof. at Greensboro, in =said
District, om the 20th day of April, A. D.
1901,

C. B. MOORE,

(Seal of the Court) Clerk.
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